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WHILST  every  thing  in  nature  fubfifts  by; 
changes,  it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  go- 
vernment and  the  conftitution  of  a  kingdom,  fliould 
remain  fixed  and  permanent  It  is  highly  nectfTary, 
in  order  to  read  the  hiftory  of  our  own  country  to 
advantage,  that  we  obferve  the  variations  which 
have  taken  place  in  its  political  fyftem.  During  the 
reigns  of  the  Stuarts,  the  people,  ever  jealous  of  the 
fmalleft  infringements  upon  their  liberties  and  natu- 
ral rights,  kept  a  watchful  eye  on  the  prerogatives 
of  the  crown,  and  were  forward  to  reduce  that 
afcendency  which  the  fovereign  pofleffed.  When  he- 
reditary right  was  rendered  fubfervient  to  parliamen- 
tary appointment,  the  crown  began  to  find  it  necef- 
&l*y  to  rule  by  making  conceflions ;  and  the  rights 
of  royalty  were  found  to  be  beft  maintained  by  the 
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nobility  of  the  realm.    The  body  of  the  people 
took  the  alarm  at  a  coalition  of  interefts,  which 
fecmecT to  attach  the  hereditary  legiflative  body  too 
ftrongly  to  the  fovcreign.    Thofe  jealoufies  which 
were  formerly  confined  to  monarchy,  were  now  ex- 
tended to  the -  highfft  orders  of  men.  in  th$  date. 
When  the  deTpotifm  of  one  man  was  abolimed,  not 
only  by  law  but  by  cuftom,  the  fears  of  the  people 
fyggefted  to  them,  tfrar.  they  Ihpuld  npw  be  enftfved 
.   by  tfc  authority  of  a  powerful  ariftpcracy,  What 
|he  crown  loft  in  .nominal  power  it  gained  in  fubr 
ftanttaj  influence.    As  the  conftitution  has  vetted  in 
the  king  a  right  of  nominating  all  officers  of  the  re- 
venue, every  new  import  becomes  an  acceflion  of 
Strength  to  the  crown,  whicJ?  ferve*  to  bind  the  great 
iBOre  cjpfely  tp  the  intereft  of  the  reigning  prince : 
£b  that  what  is  now  mod  to  be  dreaded  is,  left  the 
higher  orders  of  the  cQrnnujnity  IJiould  throw  the 
public  burden  too  much  oa  the  ftiouUkr$  pf  the 
inferior  claffes  of  the  people. 

a  ■ 

In  a  courfe  of  time  too,  thofe  party  name*  which 
might  owe  their  origin  to  fomc  whimficai  conceit,  be- 
came the  common  appellatives  for  thofe  different  and 
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diftinft  interefts,  which  arofe  in  the  nation.  Toryifm 
might  be  obferved,  more  generally  to  prevail  among 
the  landed  jntentft  in  England  *  the  confequences  of 
a  ftretch  of  the  royal  prerogative,  being  leaft  alarm- 
ing to  fuch.    The  commercial  interefts  of  the  king- 
dom, which  rapidly  advanced  into  importance,  fcrved 
to  lay  ehe  foundation  for  the  principles  of  Whigifm. 
"With  commerce,  arts  -and  knowledge  became  gene- 
rally diffufed.    Thofe  doctrines,  which  had  been  im- 
plicitly believed  through  a  long  fucceffion  of  ages,  were 
examined  freely  and  fully.    Thefe  two  interefts  which 
fpring  from  the  very  nature  of  the  country,  and  the 
purfuitsof  the  people,  and  which  in  their  oppofition 
tend  to  poife  the  conftiturion,  and  promote  the  opu- 
lence and  dignity  of  the  nation,  have  been  unhappily 
drawn  forth  into  all  the  bitternefs  of  civH  diflention, 
in  order  to  eftablifc  an  uniformity  in  religious  opinions. 
For  though  none  but  well  difpofed  minds  can  fed  the 
force  of  rcli  gious  truth,  yet  every  man,  with  a  heated 
imagination  and  ftrong  paffionsandprepofleffions,  isca- 
'  pableof  attaching  himfelf  zealoufly  to  an  hierarchy  or 
a  ftfct    Thereby  making  what  is  in  itfelf  pure  and 
peacable,  the  caufe  of  ftrife,  contention,  and  every 
evil  work. 
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Another  intereft,  which  the  craft  of  ftatefmen  firft 
created,  and  their  venality  has  gradually  ftrengthened, 
is  what  is  called  the  monied  intereft,  arifing  from  a  par- 
liamentary debt*  The  leaft  confiderable  evil  refulting 
from  this  eftablilhment  is,  that  it  nourifiies  a  fwarm  of 
drones  in  the  community,  who  by  no  kind  of  exertion 
tend  to  benefit  the  ftate  to  which  they  belong.  Its  moft 
deftruftive  tendency  is,  that  it  enables  government  to 
undermine  thofe  liberties  which  it  could  not  fubdue  by 
force ;  it  deftroys  the  morals  of  the  people,  by  enabling 
the  crafty  to  dupe  the  honeft  and  unfufpe&ing,  and 
holds  out  to  mankind  the  profpeft  of  acquiring  wealth 
by  a  (horter  road  than  induftry  and  the  exercife  of  ta- 
lents provide.  Into  what  extremities  the  profufe  fpi- 
rit  of  parliament  (to  whom  the  people  were  wont  to 
look  up,  as  to  their  prote&ors  and  guardians)  may  very, 
foon  plunge  this  country,  a  wife  man  would  not  at- 
tempt to  predict  j  but  every  cool  obferver  may  appre- 
hend fome  convulfive  throes  in  the  body-politic  from 
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Sailors  employed  in  the  Merchant  Service  in  the  Tort 
of  London — State  of  the  Royal  African  Company 
of  England— Bounty  granted  on  the  Whale  Fijhery— 
Increafe  of  the  French  Eaft-India  Company-~The 
Earl  of  Derwentwater's*  forfeited1  Eftates,  applied for 
the  Support  0/ Greenwich  Ho/pita  I — Exportation  of 
falted  Provtftons  from  Cork — Quantity  of  Linen 
manufaclured  in  Scotland  and  imported  Jnto  Lon- 
don. 

ON  the  14th  day  of  June,  an  exprefs  arrived 
with  an  account  of  the  late  king's  death,  the 
new  king  imihediately  repaired  to  Leicefter- 
houie,  where  the  members  of  the  privy-council  being 
afiembled,  they  fwore  allegiance  to  king  George  II. 
The  king  declared  his  refolution  to  maintain  the  con- 
ftitution  in  church  and  (late,  and  to  cultivate  thbfe 
alliances  which  his  father  had  made  on  the  continent. 
At  the  fame  time  he  took  and  fubferibed  the*c»\thr 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  as  re- 
quired by  the  act  of  union.  Next  day  he  was  pro- 
claimed king  of  Great  Britain.  The  parliament  met 
on  the  27th  day  of  the  fame  month.  The  great  offi- 
cers of  rtate  continued  in  their  places  :  Sir  Robert 
Waipole  kept  pofieffion  of  the  treafury  ;  and  the 
fyftem  of  politics,  which  the  late  king  eftablifhed, 
underwent  no  fort  of  alteration.  The  commifiioncrs 
for  exercifing  the  office  of  lord  high-admiral,  were  the 
right  honourable  George,  lord  vifcount  Torrington, 
John  Cockburn,  Efq;  Sir  John  Norris  and  Sir  Charles 
Wager,  Knights.  Sir  Thorrus  Littleton,  bart.  the 
right  honourable  Sir  George  Choldmondlcy,  Kni^hc 
of  the  Bath,  commonly  cailed  lord  vifcount  Malpas, 
and  Samuel  Molyneux,  Efq*, 

The  king  in  his  fpeech  to  both  houfes  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  feflion,  expreflTed  a  fixed  refolution  to 
Vol.  IV.  C  merit 
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merit  the  love  and  affection  of  his  people,  by  fe- 
curing  to  them  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  religious 
and  civil  rights.  He  promifed  to  lefien  the  public  ex- 
pence,  as  loon  as  the  circumftanccs  of  affairs  would 
admit.  On  the  7th  day  of  Auguft,  the  parliament 
was  diflblvcd,  and  writs  ifiued  for  electing  a  new 
houfe  of  commons.  The  earl  of  Weftmoreland  was 
appointed  firlr,  lord  commiflloner  of  trade  and  planta- 
tions-, and  Philip  Dormer  Stanhope,  earl  of  Chefter- 
field,  was  nominated  ambaflador  to  the  Hague.  The 
duke  of  Devonfhire  was  made  prefident  of  the  council, 
and  the  duke  of  St.  Albans  matter  of  the  horfe. 
The  folemnity  of  the  coronation  of  the  king  and  his 
confort  queen  Caroline,  was  performed  on  the  nth 
day  of  October  at  Weftminfter-Abbey,  with  the 
ufual  folemnities. 

In  the  mean  time  Sir  Charles  Wager,  with  the  fleet 
under  his  command  in  the  Mediterranean,  taking 
the  opportunity  of  a  ceflation  of  arms  before  Gib- 
raltar, failed  from  that  bay  for  Tangier,  where  coming 
to  an  anchor  on  the  7th  of  Auguft,  he  obtained 
whatever  he  demanded  of  the  dey,  who  entertained 
him  and  his  principal  officers  a-fliore  :  Sir  Charles 
weighing  from  thence  on  the  thirty-firft,  at  his  return 
to  Gibraltar  bay,  not  only  found  the  Spaniards  re- 
folved  to  continue  the  fiege  of  that  fortrefs,  till  a 
courier  was  returned  from  London  \  but,  contrary 
to  the  terms  of  a  ceflation  of  hoftilities,  were  car- 
rying plank  and  other  materials  for  repairing  the 
Thefle  battery.  On  the  13th  of  September  Sir 
Charles  fent  a  letter  by  lord  Forbes  to  the  Conde  dc 
Montemar,  complaining  of  thefe  tranfactions  -9  to 
which  the  conde  only  replied,  that  he  would  get 
the  admiral's  letter  tranflated,  and  then  he  would  an- 
fwer  it. 

Sir  George  Walton,  rear-admiral  of  the  red,  hav- 
ing joined  Sir  Charles  on  the  9th  of  October,  with 

four 


Digitized 


Chap.  I.]     of  GREAT  BRITAIN.  n 

four  (hips  from  England,  was  ftationed  by  the  admi- 
ral, with  fevcn  men  of  war  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  to 
wait  the  arrival  of  fome  Spanifh  (hips,  expected  from 
the  Weft-Indies ;  while  Sir  Charles  with  ten  more 
failed  for  Gibraltar,  where  he  anchored  on  Novem- 
ber the  2d.  And  having  ordered  convoy  for  the  out- 
ward bound  Turkey  men,  then  arrived  in  the  channel 
of  Malta,  was  joined  by  Sir  George  Walton  on  the 
3d  of  December,  without  any  fuccefs.  And  on  the 
nth,  the  admiral  received  orders  from  the  duke  of 
Newcaftle,  to  keep  a  good  look  out  for  the  galleons; 
which  were  reported  to  be  on  their  way  home-,  and 
admiral  Hopfon  had  inftruclions  at  the  fame  time  to 
fail  to  the  Weft-Indies,  and  take  the  command  of  the 
fquadron  there.  Upon  this  Sir  Charles  ordered  ten 
(hips  to  cruize  off  Cape  St.  Vincent,  eight  off  Cape 
Sparte),  and  feven  off  Cape  Finifterre. 

The  parliament  met  on  the  2tft  day  of  January 
1728,  when  the  king,  in  hisfpeech,  demanded  fuch 
fupplies  as  might  enable  him  to  ad  vigoroufly  in  con- 
cert with  the  allies,  provided  his  endeavours  toefta- 
blifh  an  advantageous  peace  mould  mifcarry ;  the 
apprehenfion  of  which  was  greatly  ftrengchened  by 
the  dilatory  conduct  of  the  courts  of  V  ienna  and  Ma- 
drid. The  houfe  of  commons  foon  after  voted  fifteen 
thoufand  fcamen  for  the  enfuing  year,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  five  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fixty-one 
pounds  fourteen  (hillings  and  nine-pence  for  the  or- 
dinary of  the  navy. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  April,  the  commons 
refolved,  that  in  order  to  the  more  regular  and  punc- 
tual payment  of  feamen's  wages,  a  fum  not  exceeding 
five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  be  granted  his  majefty, 
owards  paying  off  fuch  part  of  the  debt  of  the  navy  as 
i^due  on  the  (core  of  feamen's  wages.  And  in  May 
hu  majefty  made  the  following  alterations  in  the  ad- 
poirlty :  appointing  the  right  honourable  George, 
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vifcount  Torrington,  John  Cockburne,  cfq;  Sir  John 
Norris,  and  Sir  Charles  Wager,  knights,  Sir  George 
Chojmondely,  and  Sir  William  Yonge,  kAigbts  of 
the  Bach,  to  be  commifiioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  lord  high  admiral  of  Great  Britain,  Ire- 
land, &c. 

Ail  the  treaties  and  alliances  which  had  been  lately 
entered  into,  feemed  no  way  productive  of  thcgeneral 
tranquillity  expected  from  them.  The  Spaniards, 
who  had  never  been  thoroughly  reconciled,  dill  con* 
tinued  their  depredations,  and  plundered  the  Englifh 
merchants  upon  the  fouthern  coafts  of  America,  as  if 
they  had  been  pirates.  This  was  the  reign  of  nego-  - 
tiations ;  and,  from  thefe  alone,  the  miniftry  promiied 
themfclves  and  the  nation  redrefs.  Still,  however, 
the  enemy  went  on  to  infult  and  feize,  regardlefs  of 
our  vain  expostulations.  The  Bricifh  merchants  com- 
plained by  petition,  of  the  lofles  which  they  had  fuf- 
rained  by  the  Spanifh  depredations ;  and  the  houfc  of 
commons  deliberated  upon  this  fubject.  They  exa- 
mined the  evidence,  and  prefented  an  addrefs  to  his 
majefty.  Though  fuch  t ran  factions  did  not  give 
the  fecurity  that  was  expected  from  them,  yet  they, 
in  fome  meafurr,  put  off  the  troubles  of  Europe 
for  a  time.  An  interval  of  peace  fucceeded,  in 
which  few  events  happened  that  defcrve  the  remem- 
brance of  an  hiftorian  ;  fuch  intervals  are,  however, 
the  periods  of  happinefs  to  a  people ;  for  hiftory  is 
too  often  but  the  rcgifter  of  human  calamities  *. 

Notwithstanding  the  fceming  pacific  difpofition  of 
the  court  of  Spain  in  Europe,  and  their  engagements 
lately  emered  into,  there  was  great  reafon  to  fufpect, 
that  their  governors  in  the  Weft  Indies,  had  fecret  in? 
itructions  to  carry  on  a  predatory  war:  lb  that  n* 
fooner  were  our  men  of  war  called  off  from  action 

*  CoW faith. 
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in  thofe  fcas,  than  our  merchants  feverely  frit  the  • 
effects  of  a  perfidious  treaty,  and  every  ihipfrom  our 
colonies  and  iflands  brought  frefh  fuhjecY  of  com- 
plaint, concerning  their  depredaiions  on  taur  xrade, 
and  their  cruelties  to  our  faitors.  Alfo  in  -Europe; 
from  the  lefiening  of  our  naval  force  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, the  Sallee  rovers  were  encouraged  to  in&ft 
our  navigation  in  the  Streights  and  weftern  Ocean. 
Upon  all  this  the  parliament,  which  met  on  the 
21ft  of  January  1729,  agreed  to  employ  fifteen  thou- 
fand  fcamen,  at  four  pounds  a  man  per  month,  for 
thirteen  months,  for  the  current  year,  and  alfo  voted 
two  hundred  and  fix  thousand  and  twenty-five 
pounds  for  the  ordinary  of  the  navy  during  the  fame 
time. 

On  the  14th  day  of  March,  the  houfc  of  com* 
mons  having  previoufly  examined  accounts  of  the 
Spanifti  depredations,  and  called  for  feveral  papers 
relating  thereto,  came  to  the  following  refolution, 
that  ever  fince  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  concluded  in 
17 13,  to  this  time,  the  BriuJh  trade  and  navigation 
to  and  from  the  feveral  colonies  in  America,  had  been 
greatly  interrupted  by  the  continual  depredations  of 
the  Spaniards,  who  had  feized  very  valuable  effects, 
and  unjuftly  taken  and  made  prize  of  great  numbers 
of  Britiih  mips  and  veffels  in  thofe  parts,  to  the  great 
lofs  and  damage  of  the  fubjedb  of  this  kingdom,  and 
in  manifeft  violation  of  the  treaties  fubfifting  between 
the  two  crowns.  In  confluence  of  which  refolution, 
it  was  further  unanimoufly  refolved,  that  an  humble 
addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  todefire  he  would 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  ufe  his  utmoii  endeavours 
to  prevent  fuch  depredations,  to  procure  juft  and 
reasonable  fatisfaftion  for  the  lofles  fuftained  5  and  to 
iecure  to  his  fubjedts  the  free  cxercife  of  commerce 
and  navigation,  to  and  from  the  Britifh  colonies  in 
America,   In  anfwer  to  which,  his  majefty  was  gra* 
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fioully  plcafcd  to  promife  his  beft  endeavours  to  pro* 
cure  their  defires.  In  purfuance  of  feveral  other 
papers  called  for,  and  farther  refolutions  taken  there- 
upon, a  fccond  addrefs  followed  much  to  the  fame 
purpofe.  The  coniequence  of  all  which  was,  an 
order  on  the  25th  of  May,  for  putting  thirty-three 
fliips,  including  guardfhips,  in  commiflion,  to  thefe 
was  joined  a  Dutch  fquadron. 

Towards  the  dofe  of  the  reign  of  king  George  the 
Firft,  the  colonies  of  South  and  North  Carolina  were 
attacked  by  feveral  bands  of  Savages,  who  were 
.driven  to  defpair  by  a  continued  courfe  of  the  moft 
atrocious  inlblence  and  injuftice.    Thefe  inroads  the 
inhabitants  were  unable  to  make  effedtual  head  againft, 
even  with  all  the  affiftance  they  could  procure  from 
neighbouring  colonies ;  and  the  lords  proprietors 
being  unwilling  to  take  upon  themfelves  the  expence 
of  this  Indian  war,  the  deputies  of  thofe  colonies 
humbly  befought  the  king  to  take  them  under  his 
protection.    Whereupon  the  duke  of  Beau  ford,  the 
lord  Craven,  Sir  John  Colleton,  James  Bertie,  Efq; 
Mary  Dawfon  and  Elizabeth  Moore,  being  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  original  proprietors  of  feven  eighth 
parts  of  thefe  two  provinces,  either  in  their  own 
right  or  in  truft,  declaring  by  petition  to  his  ma- 
jetty,  their  .willingnefs  to  furrender  their  charters 
to  the  crown  for  a  valuable  confidrration an  adfc 
of  parliament  pafled  in  the  fccond  year  of  king 
(Seorge  II.  for  cftabliming  an  agreement  with  feven 
of  the  lords  proprietors  of  Carolina,  for  the  furren- 
der of  their  title  and  intcreft  in  that  province  to  his 
majefty,  in  confideration  of  the  I'um  of  feventeen 
thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  (being  two  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  pounds  for  each  leventh  part)  and 
five  thoufand  pounds  more  for  the  arrears  of  quit* 
rents,  &c.  due  to  them.    Thus,  for  fo  fmall  a  fum 
as  twenty-two  thoufand  five  hundred  p6unds>  were 
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feven  eighth  parts  of  thofe  fine  provinces  made  regal 
governments,  from  and  after  the  ift  day  of  June, 
1729.    As  the  lord  Cartarct  (fincc  earl  of  Granville, 
choie  to  retain  the  other  remaining  eighth  part  of 
Carolina  in  his  own  right,  a  clauk  was  inferted  in 
the  adfc,  fecuring  to  his  lordfhip  and  .  his  heirs  for 
ever,  an  eighth  (hare  of  the  provinces,  and  a  like 
(hare  in  ail  arrears  of  quit-rents.  Notwithstanding 
which,  the  government  of  the  whole  was  thereby 
made  entirely  regal :  and  in  this  regal  date,  Carolina, 
under  two  feparate  governors,  councils  and  aflTcm* 
blies,  hath  amazingly  flourifhed  and  increafed  in  agri- 
culture, trade  and  commerce,,  having  extended  its- 
plantations  farther  back  or  weftwarcL  Sufficient 
luppliesand  relief  having  been  fent  from  England, 
the  Indians  were  all  conquered  and  put  to  the  fword 
lb  that  from  this  period,  the  profperity  of  this 
great  province  is  to  be  dated.    Rice,  which  was  cul~. 
tivated  here  tq  great  advantage,  found  a  ready  mar- 
ket in  Spain  and  Portugal;  but  the-reftriftions  by 
which  the  colonies  were  compelled  to  fend  their  car- 
goes to  the  Mother  Country,  from  whence  they  were 
again  (hipped  to  their  defined  ports,  being  found 
to  clog  that  trade  with  heavy  charges,  which  it  was 
little  capable  of  bearing,  the  parliament  next  year,' 
1730,  pafled  an  aft,  by  which  they  were  allowed  to 
export  their  grain  direclly  into  the  Mediterranean,  ot 
any  where  to  the  iouch-eaftward  of  Cape  Finiflerre. 

The  treaty  of  Seville  was  concluded  in  November 
1729,  between  Great  Britain,  France  and  Spain,  by 
which  it  was  agreed,  that  their  Britannic  and  Catholic 
majefties  fhould  appoint  commuTaries  within  the 
fpace  of  four  months,  to  fettle  every  point  in  dif- 
putc  between  the  two  crowns,  refpefting  fhips  and 
effects  taken  at  fea,  and  all  abufes  in  commerce  as 
well  in  Europe  as  in  America.  Three  years  were 
allowed  the  commiflioners  to  adjuft  theie  rnatters. 
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The  States-general  of  the  United  Provinces  were  in- 
viced  to  accede  to  this  treaty,  which  they  foon  after 
did.  By  two  fcparate  articles,  it  was  exprefsly  fti* 
pulated,  for  che  greater  exa£tnefs,  that  the  treaties 
of  peace  and  commerce  at  Utrecht,  between  Great 
Britain,  and  Spain,  in  which  are  comprifcd  the 
former  treaty  of  1667,  as  alfo  the  afliento  contract 
of  17 13*  2tnd-  its  farther  explanation  in  the  year 
17 1#,  fhould,  from  the  day  of  its  execution^  even 
whilfc  the  comrniffionets  were  fitting,  remain  in  full 
force.  Par  this-  end,  the  Catholic  king  engaged 
to  difpatch  his;  cedulas  to  hi*  viceroy s*  &c.  in  Ame- 
rica, as  well'  as  ib  Europe,  as  did  alfo  his  Britannic 
majefty  to  hi*  governor^  &c.  for  the  releafe  of  alt 
Ihips  and  merchandize,  particularly  the  South  Sea 
Company's  ihip,  Prancr  Frederic,  and  her  cargo, 
which  the-  Spaniards  had  detained,  was  agreed  to  be 
reftored: 

In  the  year  1730s  the  legiflature  pafled  an  a&  for 
reducing  the  annuity  or  fund  of  the  Eaft-India  Com- 
pany, arid  for  afcertaining  their  right  of  trade  to  the' 
Eaft-Indiesi  and  for  die  continuance  of  their  corpo- 
ration for  that  purpose;  upon  the  terms  therein  men- 
tioned Thereby  it  wafrena&ed,  that  their  prefent 
yearly  fund  of  onehundred  and  flxty  thoufand  pound* 
ftiould  be  reduced  to  on*  huwdred  and  twenty-eight 
thoufand  pounds,  or  from>  five  to»four  per  cent,  from 
Michaelmas  17  30  ;  irr  cortfiderawion  whereof,  and  of 
two  hundred  thoufand  pound!  to  be  paid  by  them 
for  the  public  Service^  afll  their  exerufive  privileges 
of  trade  to»  the  Eaft-ftidies  wene  continued  and  pro- 
longed from  Ladynfay  1736  to  Lady-day  1766,  and1 
three  years  notice  was  then  to  be  given,  in  cafe  the 
exclufive  trade  was  at  th*t  time  to  determine.  Sbi 
that  on  fhe  whale,  thirty-three  years  were  addted  to  the 
charter  which  they  theiv  held,  and  of  which,  fitfyearsr 
were  then  unexpired*  If  after  notite  duly  given, 
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re-payment  was  made  of  their  entire  capital  ot 
three  millions  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  their 
exclufive  privileges  of  trade  fhould  then  ceafe  and 
determine.  Yet  the  company  were 'then  permitted 
to  continue  as  a  corporation  for  ever*  to  enjoy  the 
Eaft  India  trade  in  common  with  all  other  fubje&s. 
Farther,  the  company  at  any  time*  on  one  year*9 
notice,  after  Lady-day,  1736,  might  be  paid  off  their 
whole  capital,  by  any  payments  not  lefs  than  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  at  a  time  ;  and  loon  from 
time  to  time,  on  iuch  yearly  notices  by  parliament. 
The  company  were,  by  this  act,  debarred  from  pofc 
felling  in  Great  Britain  lands  or  tenements*  exceeding 
ten  thoufand  pounds  yearly  rent* 

The  royal  African  company  being  in  a  very  de- 
clining ftate,  fo  as  not  to  be  able  to  fupport  their  forts 
and  factories  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  the  trade 
being  thereby  laid  open,  fo  as  to  endanger  them* 
the  fum  of  ten  thoufand  pounds  was  granted  by  par- 
liament for  that  purpofe*  by  an  act  for  railing  five 
hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  pounds  by  Exchequer 
bills;  and  the  like  fum  continued  to  be  annually 
granted  until  the  year  1744*  when  it  was  found  ne- 
ccfiary  to  grant  twenty  thoufand  pounds*  in  confe- 

?ucnce  of  the  war  which  then  fubfi&ed  between 
ranee  and  Spain. 

About  this  time  advice  was  received  from  Char  las- 
town  in  South  Carolina*  that  one  of  the  Spanifh 
guard  a  codas  meeting  with  the  Durfley  galley  man  of 
war*  and  taking  her  for  a  merchant  fhip,  bore  down 
and  poured  a  brpadfide  into  her*  but  was  taken,  after 
having  five  or  fix  men  killed*  and  about  twenty 
wounded*  without  the  lofs  of  one  man  in  the  Durfley. 
However,  as  an  inftancc  of  our  dealing  more  favour- 
ably with  the  Spaniards,  than  they  had  done  with  us, 
fhe.was  foon  after  releaied  ;  as  was  alfo  a  Spanifh  ad* 
vice  boat,,  which  had  been  taken  and  carried  into 
Jamaica. 
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The  confederate  fleet  of  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  at 
Spirhcad,  raifed  expectations  in  the  public,  who  now 
imagined  that  fomc  bald  firoke  was  intended  in  favour 
of  our  merchants.  But  after  fpendtng  above  three 
months  in  a  pompous  parade,  the  Dutch  failed  horned- 
wards  y  and  on  the  16th  of  October,  twelve  of  our 
largtit  Qrips  were  ordered  to  be  laid  up,  viz.  the 
Cornwall,  Naffau,  Grafton,  Burfo'rd,  and  Sunder* 
land,  at  Chatham  *f  and  the  I'rincefs  Amelia,  Berwick, 
Monmouth,  Kent,  Royal  Oak,  Kingfton,  and  Falk* 
land,  at  Portfmouth.  This  fleet  however,  it  is  ge* 
acrally  thought,  accelerated  the  figning  of  the  con* 
•vcntiofT,  and  alfo  the  difpatching  thofc  orders  which 
were  carried  to  Cuba,  by  the  new  governor  of  that 
jfland,  by  virtue  of  which,  he  imprifbned  his  prede- 
ceffor,  and  even  laid  him  in  irons,  at  the  fame  time 
declaring,  that  his  inAruclions  were  to  live  in  amity 
with  the  Engli/h.  But  all  this,  as  appeared  by  the 
confluences,  proved  no  more  than  grimace  j  for  the 
guarda  coftas  cominncd  their  former  depredations. 

On  the  7th  of  May,  1730,  the  king  prorogued  the 
parliament  \  on  which  otfeation  he  acquainted  them 
in  his  fpeech,  that  all  appreherrfions  of  war  were  now 
happily  removed,  by  a  treaty  figned  at  Vienna  be- 
tween him  and  the  emperor.  He  faid,  it  was  com* 
municatcd  to  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain,  as 
parties  to  the  treaty  of  Seville,  the  execution  of  which 
K  principally  regarded;  and  that  it  was  likewifefub* 
misted  to  the  consideration  of  the  States-generak 
He  obferved,  that  the  conditions  and  engagements 
into  which  he  had  entered  on  this  occafion,  were 
agreeable  to  that  necefiary  concern  which  the  Britifh 
nation  muft  always  have  for  the.fecurity  and  preftrva- 
tion  of  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe :  that  this 
happy  union  duly  improved,  whh  a  juft  regard  ta 
former  alliances,  yielded  a  favourable  proJpeft  of 
feeing  the  public  tranquillity  rc-eftablilhed# 

Notj 
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Not withfta riding  thefe  agreeable  expectations,  not 
rnany  months  after,  frefh  troubles  and  commotions 
feemed  to  threaten  Europe,  from-  the  death  of  the 
duke  of  Parma,  who  in  his  will  declared  that  his 
duchefs  was  three  months  advanced  in  her  pregnancy  t 
but  in  cafe  no  heir  to  his  dukedom  Ihould  thereby 
arife,  he  bequeathed  it  to  the  infant  don  Carlos, 
youngeft  (on  to  Philip  V.  of  Spain.  No  (boner  had 
death  clofed  the  eyes  of  this  prince,  than  a  body  of 
Imperial  troops  took  pofleflion  of  both  Parma  and 
Placcntia,  with  a  declared  purpofe  to  fecure  them  for 
JDonr  Carlos,  in  cafe  the  duchefs-dowagcr  ihould  not 
be  delivered  of  a  prince.  This  hoftile  interpofition 
threatened  to  bring  on  a  war  ;  but  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  States-general  preferring  negotiation 
to  force  of  arms,  at  length  prevailed  on  the  court 
of  Vienna  to  evacuate  thofc  territories;  where- 
upon a  treaty  was  concluded  at  Vienna  between  the 
king  of  Great  Britain  and  the  emperor.  Hereby  the 
emperor  agreed,  that  the  Oftend  company,  which 
had  been  viewed  with  a  jealous  eye  by  the  maritime 
powers,  ihould  be  entirely  annulled,  on  condition 
that  the  parties  which  executed  the  treaty  of  Seville, 
ihould  guaranty  the  pragmatic  fandion,  or  fuccefCon 
of  the  Auftrian  hereditary  dominions  to  the  heirs  fe- 
male of  the  emperor,  in  cafe  he  (hould  die  without 
male  iffue.  This  treaty  was  confirmed  by  a  fucceeding 
one,  which  was  figned  at  Vienna  between  the  empe- 
ror, the  king  of  Great  Britain,  and  the  king  of  Spain. 
In  Auguft,  a  treaty  of  union  and  defenfive  alliance 
between  the  electorates  of  Saxony  and  Hanover  was 
executed  at  Drefden.  The  court  of  Spain  expreffing 
fome  doubts  with  regard  to  the  pregnancy  of  the 
duchefs  of  Parma,  (he  underwent  a  formal  examina- 
tion by  five  midwives  of  different  nations,  in  prefenee 
of  the  bte  duke's  mother,  feveral  ladies  of  quality, 
three  phyficians  and  a  furgeon ;  the  midwives  declared 
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the  doehefs  with  child :  neverthelcfs,  after  having 
kept  all  'Europe  in  fufpence  for  fix  months,  fhe  owned 
fhe  had  brcn  deceived. 

By  a  lift  of  the  (hips  and  veflels  which  compdfed 
the  royal  navy,  with  their  rates,  tonnage,  and  ret 
pedtive  compliment  of  men  and  guns,  which  was 
made  up  by  authority,  it  appears  that  the  abftraA 
was  as  follows : 

ipJcmen 


Pates.      No.  Tonnage.  Complement  of  Men.  C.  G. 

*          7   "953  5460  4760  700 

2            13    201 31  884O  7605  1 1 70 

jo   2x166  8320  7040  I20O 

26887  IO560  912O  1680 

2*829  8760  7680  I44O 

29086  11200  9600  200Q 


*      5H  i3890  4800  4320  960 

0       c  1  4"  155  135  30 

6       1  1  420  140  130  22 

12$  IO25O  3580  332O  56b 

Fire-fliips       3  1057  155  24 

Bombs           3  780  120  16  16 

Storc-fliip    *  1  547  90,  ao  5 

Sloop*        13  j  51 6  990  78     78  r 

Yachts          1  IM9  260  64 

Diuoftnail    5  267  29  26  6 

oys          ir  1114  87  12  2 

Smacks         2  77  4 

Long- Boat     I  27  2 

Buoy.  Boat     1  13 

Lighters        4  288  3 

Hulks          9  7664  159 


Total    23?  172502      63714  52710  10082    102  5 

No  motion  in  parliament,  in  1731,  produced  fuch> 
a  warm  contcft  as  did  that  of  Sir  Robert  W a) pole's 
propofing  that  the  duties  upon  fait,  which  about, 
two  years  before  had  been  abolijhed,  Ibould  now  be 
revived,  and  granted  for  three  years •,  though,  to 
fweqtcn  this  propofal,  he  declared,  that  the  land-ta* 

for 
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for  the  enfuing  year  ihopld  be  reduced  CO  orje  fl^iU 
ling  in  the  pound.  All  the  members  of  the  country 
party  were  immediately  in  commotion.  They  af- 
firmed, that  the  revival  of  this  tax  would  be,  grind- 
ing the  faces  of  the  poor,  in  order  to  cafe  a  few  rich 
men  of  the  landed  intereft :  that  the  prices  of  all  ne- 
ceflanes  being  thus  enhanced,  the  wages  of  the  traded 
men  and  manufacturer  mud  be  encreaied  y  and  where 
thefe  are  high,  our  manufactures  would  be  under- 
fold  by  thole  of  cheaper  counrries :  they  allcdged, 
that  the  falt-rax  particularly  arTe&ed  the  poor,  who 
could  not  afford  to  eat  frelh  provifions  •,  and  as  it 
formerly  occafiotied  murmurs  among  the  lower  clafs 
of  people,  the  revival  of  it  would,  in  ail  probability, 
exafperate  them  into  open  fedition.  Thele  and  many 
other  objections  Walpole  endeavoured  to  obviate 
in  a  long  fpecch,  which  was  minutely  anfwercd  by 
Mr.  Pulteney:  yet  the  queftion  being  put,  th©  mi- 
nifter's  motion  was  carried  in  the  affirmative ;  but  be- 
fore the  bill  paffed,  fcveral  motions  were  made,  and 
additional  claufes  pr  oofed  by  the  members  in  tho 
oppofition  :  new  debates  were  raifed  on  every  new 
objection,  and  the  courtiers  were  obliged  to  difpute 
their  ground  by  inches;  but  they  at  laft  carried  their 
point,  and  the  fait  duty  was  revived.  . 

In  this  fame  year  the  South-Sea  Company's  great 
afliento  lhip,  the  Royal  Caroline,  arrived  in  ten 
weeks  from  Porto  Bello,  her  lading  being  immenfely 
rich.  She  failed  from  England  ten  months  before,- 
with  perhaps  the  richeft  outward  bound  cargo  of  any 
fhip  that  ever  failed  from  hence.  Many  have  con- 
sidered this  voyage  as  the  only  gainful  one  which 
the  company  ever  made  to  the  Weft-Indies*. 

The  grand  duke  of  Tufcany,  having  acceded  to 
fhc  laft  treaty  of  Vienna,  the  crown  of  Great  Britain 

f  Anderfen  on  Commerce,  Vol.  U.  p.  354. 
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engaged  to  equip  an  armament  that  (hould  convoy 
Don  Carlos  to  his  new  dominions.  Accordingly  Sir 
Charles  Wager  failed  with  a  ftrong  fquadron  from 
Porcfmouth,  on  the  14th  day  of  July »  having  been 
appointed  admiral  of  the  bkie,  he  hoifted  his  flag 
on  board  the  Namur.  On  the  ill  day  of  Auguit 
he  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Cadiz,  and  fetting  out  by 
land  from  Port  St.  Mary,  he  reached  Seville  on  the 
6  th,  where  he  had  an  audience  of  their  Catholic  ma-» 
jellies,  and  was  very  gracioufly  received.  The  king 
of  Spain  on  this  occafion  prefcnted  the  admiral 
with  his  picture  fee  in  diamonds,  worth  five  thoufand 
pounds.  He  was  accompanied  to  this  audience  by 
Mr.  Keene,  the  Britifli  envoy,  and  attended  by  feve- 
ral  gentlemen  who  came  with  him  from  on  board  the 
fquadron,  and  by  all  the  Britilh  merchants  who  re- 
fided  at  Seville.  On  the  16th  he  failed  from  Cadiz, 
and  the  next  day  arrived  at  Gibraltar  %  here  he  con- 
tinued five  days,  and  took  fome  troops  on  board; 
from  whence  he  proceeded  to  Barcelona,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  2d  day  of  September.  Here  he  was 
joined  by  a  Spanifh  fleet  and  tranfports,  the  whole  of 
which  failed  together  to  Leghorn.  On  the  *6th  day 
of  October,  Sir  Charles  fat  fail  on  his  return  to 
England  with  the  whole  Britilh  fleet* 

Notwithstanding  this  apparent  amity  between  the 
courts  of  London  and  Madrid,  advices  from  the 
Weft-Indies  were  full  of  accounts  of  the  infults  and 
cruelties  committed  by  the  Spaniards  on  the  Englifh 
hi  thofe  parts.  The  treatment  of  Robert  Jenkins, 
matter  or  the  Rebecca,  whofeear  they  cut  off,  was 
attended  with  circumftances  highly  aggravating. 
After  they  had  thus  maimed  him,  they  gave  him 
back  his  ear,  telling  him  to  carry  that  prefent  home 
to  his  matter,  the  king  of  Great  Britain.  ' 

In  November  this  fame  year,  four  twenty  gun 
{hips,  and  two  fmall  Hoops  were  put  into  Commiffion, 
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and  ordered  to  be  fheathcd  for  the  Weft-India  fervice? 
and  in  January  following,  were  added  two  more 
twenty  gun  (hips,  in  order  to  cruize  againft  the  guarda 
coftas,  who  dill  continued  their  depredations.  Upon 
receiving  intelligence  of  thefe  preparations  in  Eng- 
land, the  Spantih  miniftry  pretended  to  put  a  flop  to 
thofe  hoftilities,  by  tranfmitting  a  fchedule  from  their 
king,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Keene  the  Britifh  minifter 
at  Madrid  to  London,  in  order  to  be  difpatched  to 
rear-admiral  Stewart,  who  was  to  communicate  the 
feme  co  the  Spantfh  governors.  But  as  this  fchedule 
excepted  from  any  benefit  of  it>  all  who  carried  on 
an  illicit  trade,  and  did  not  determine  what  was  coim 
prehended  under  the  term  illicit,  this  vague  order 
produced  no  good  effect;  but  the  Spanifti  piracies 
under  the  king's  commiffion  rather  increafed, 

Whilft  the  trade  in  the  Weft  Indies  was  thus  an- 
noyed by  the  Spaniards,  the  French  were  no  lefs  for- 
ward  to  make  encroachments  on  the  back  fettlemenrs 
in  North  America ;  they  had  before  fortified  the  pafa 
of  Niagara,  in  the  Iroquois  country,  and  in  the 
year  17  31  they  went  ib  far  as  to  erect  a  fort  at  Crown 
Point,  in  the  centre  of  the  five  nations,  and  within 
the  undoubted  limits  of  New  York  colony  %  much 
about  the  fame  time  they  erected  a  firong  fort,  which 
they  named  Tkonderoga. 

The  merchants  trading  to  the  BritiQifugar  colonies, 
and  the  planters  redding  there,  petitioned  the  houfe 
of  commons,  complaining  that  the  Britifh  continental 
colonies  of  New  England,  Rhode  I  (land,  New  York, 
Penfylvania,  and  the  Jerfcys,  carried  on  a  trade  with 
the  foreign  colonies  of  the  French  and  Dutch,  from 
whence  they  were  fupplied  with  fugar,  rum,  molaffes, 
&c.  inftead  of  thofe  of  our  own  fugar  tflands,  as  well 
as  with  foreign  European  goods  and  manufactures, 
contrary  to  the  intention  of  the  laws  in  being,  and  of 
the  treaty  with  France  made  in  the  year  1686.  A 
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committee  was  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  merits 
of  the  plea,  and  to  hear  the  objections  which  the 
northern  colonies  brought  again  ft  it ;  upon  whole  rc«* 
port  a  bill  was  brought  in,  and  palled  the  houfe  of 
commons,  entitled,  "An  aft  for  the  better  fecuring  and 
encouraging  the  trade  of  hism.jefty's  fugar  colonies;" 
but  it  was  thrown  out  by  the  lords.  In  the  next 
feflion  this  warm  conteft  was  terminated  by  hying 
duties  on  all  rum,  molaffes  and  fugar,  imported  into 
any  of  the  Britifh  plantations  in  America  from  foreign 
fugar  colonies :  and  totally  prohibiting  them  in  Ire- 
land, and  allowing  a  bounty  on  all  fugars  exported 
from  Great  Britain,  on  which  the  duties  have  been 
paid. 

The  year  1732  was  entirely  barren  of  naval  events  ; 
towards  the  clofe  of  it  his  majefty  granted  a  commif? 
fion  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  to  ereft  a  corpora- 
tion for  the  relief  of  poor  widows  of  fea  *  fficers ;  to 
conftft  of  the  lords  of  the  admiralty,  and  the  com* 
miflioners  of  the  navy  and  victualling  for  the  time 
being,  and  a  certain  number  of  the  eldeft  captains  , 
and  lieutenants  in  the  navy.  The  terms  of  admiflion 
for  partaking  of  the  benefits  of  this  inftitution  were* 
that  each  member,  who  muft  be  an  officer  in  the 
navy,  allow  three  pence  in  the  pound  per  annum  out 
of  his  pay.  Hereby  an  admiral's  widow  became  en* 
titled  to  fifty  pounds  a  year  for  life ;  a  captain's, 
forty  a  lieutenant's,  thirty  *  other  officers  widows 
twenty  pounds  each.  The  cheft  at  Chatham  to  be 
taken  into  this  corporation,  and  the  money  raifed  to 
be  put  out  to  intereft. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  appointed  to  fettle 
the  corporation :  lord  Torrington  firft  lord  commit- 
ftoner  of  the  admiralty,  prefidene  *  Sir  Charles  Wa- 
ger and  lord  Arch.  Hamilton,  governors;  Sir  George 
Saunders,  and  Thomas  Pearce,  Efq;  commiflioners 
of  the  navy*  afliftant*  5  lord  Vcrc  Beauclefc,  Sir  John 
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Jennings,  Sir  John  Norris,  Sir  George  Walton,  Phil- 
lip Cavendilh,  Efq;  John  fialchin,  Efq;  Charles 
Stuart,  Efq;  Mighells,  Efq;  Sir  Stafford  Fairbon, 
admirals;  took  the  oaths  at  Weftminfter,  purfuant 
to  an  adt  of  parliament ;  five  whereof  to  be  a  quo-  , 
rum  *  f. 

When  the  houfe  of  commons  met,  Sir  Wilfred 
Lawlon  having  made  a  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  the  t 
king,  to  know  what  fatisfadtion  had  been  made  by 
Spain  for  the  depredations  committed  on  the  Britilh 
merchants,  it  was,  after  a  violent  debate  approved, 
and  the  addrefs  prcfented.    The  king  in  anfwer,  in- 
formed the  houle,  that  the  meeting  of  the  commif-  , 
faries  of  the  two  crowns  had  been  lb  long  delayed  by 
wnforefeen  accidents,  that  the  conferences  were  no* 
opened  ciil  the  latter  end  of  the  preceding  February, 
and  that  as  the  courts  of  London  and  Madrid  had  - 
agreed,  that  the  term  of  three  years  ftipulated  for 
finilhing  the  commiflion,  fhould  be  computed  from  . 
their  firft  meeting,  a  perfect  account  of  their  pro- 
ceedings could  not  as  yet  be  laid  before  them. 

The  feifion  of  parliament  which  begun  on  the 
1 6th  of  January  1733,  was  diftinguilhed  by  an  im- 
portant affair,  which  threw  not  only  the  houle  of 
commons,  but  the  whole  nation,  into  a  flame.  This 
was  the  excife  bill,  which  Sir  Robert  Walpole  intro- 
duced into  the  houfe,  by  firft  declaiming  againft  the 
frauds  pra&ifcd  by  the  factors  of  London,  who  were 

- 

■ 

*  A  few  months  after  this  fund  wai  e (tab lifted,  lieutenant  George 
Crowe  refigned  his  half  pay,  amounting  to  forty-five  pounds  twelve 
lhiJlingt  and  fix- pence  per  annum,  to  the  Jords  of  the  admiralty  for  tho 
ufe  of  this  corporation,  he  having  a  competency  to  live  on  An  al- 
liance of  zenerofity  that  well  delerve9  to  be  recorded  I 

f  In  October  1732,  an  engine  for  tacking  a  large  ftwp  in  a  cairn, 
vat  tried  on  board  one  of  the  Eait-Jndia  Company's  (bip»,  and  found 
of  ibch  uft,  at  to  bring  a  broad-fide  to  bear  upon  an  enemy,  almoit  a* 

•  Otntlemeaa  Magaiine,  March  1735. 
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employed  by  the  American  planters,  in  felling  their, 
tobacco.  To  prevent  thefc  frauds,  he  propofed  to 
join  the  laws  of  excife  to  thofe  of  the  cuftoms,  that 
the  farther  fum  of  three  farthings  per  pound  charged 
upon  imported  tobacco,  fhould  be  flill  levied  at  the 
coftonvhouie,  and  that  it  fhould  be  then  lodged  in 
warehouses  appointed  by  the  commiflioners  of  excife.  * 
rJ^ hat  the  keeper  of  each  warehoufe  fhould  have  one 
l6tk  and  key,  and  the  merchant-importer  another  $ 
and  that  the  tobacco  (hould  be  thus  fecurcd,  till  the 
trferchant  fhould  find  vend  for  it,  either  by  expor- 
tation or  home-con fumpt ion  :  the  part  affigned  for 
exportation  fhould  fee  weighed  at  the  cuftom-houfe, 
discharged  of  the  three  farthings  per  pound,  which  t 
had  been  paid  at  its  firft  importation,  and  then  ex- 
ported, without  farther  trouble:  that  what  was  dtftined 
for. home  confumption,  fhould,  in  the  prefence  of  the  ' 
warehoufe- keeper,  be  delivered  to  the  purchafer, 
upon  his  paying  the  inland  duty  of  four-pence  per 
p6und;  by  which  means  the  merchant  would  be 
crfechof -the  inconvenience  of  paying  the  duty  upon 
importation,  or  of  granting  bonds,  and  finding  furc- 
ties  Tor  the  payment,  before  he  had  found  a  market 
for  his  commodity :  that  all  penalties  and  forfeitures, 
fo  far  as  they  formerly  belonged  to  the  crown,  fhouldy 
for  the  future,  be  applied  to  the  utc  of  the  public: 
that  appeals  in  this,  as  well  as  in  all  other  cafes  re- 
lating to  the  excife,  fhould  be  heard  and  determined, 
by  two  or  three  of  the  judges,  to  be  nominated  by 
his  majefty-,  and  in  .  the  country,  by  the  judge  of 
afilze,  upon  the  next  circuit,  who  fhould  hear  and 
determine  fuch  appeals  in  the  mofl  fummary  man* 
ner,  without  the  formality  of  proceedings  in  courts 
of  law  or  equity. 

This  was  the  fubftance  of  the  famous  excife  fcheme; 
in  favour  of  which  Sir  Robert  Walpole  moved,  that 
the  duties  and  fubfidics  on  tobacco  fhould,  from  and 
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after  the  twenty-fourth  of  January,  ceafe  and  deter- 
mine. The  debate  which  enfued  was  maintained  by 
all  the  able  fpeakers  oa  both  fides  of  the  queftion. 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  was  anfwered  by  Mr.  Perry, 
member  for  the  city  of  London.  Sir  Paul  Me- 
thucn  joined  in  the  oppofition.  Sir  John  Barnard, 
another  reprefentative  of  London,  diftinguilhcd  him- 
felf  in  the  lame  caufe.  He  was  fupported  by  Mr. 
P'ultcriey,  Sir  William  Wyndham,  and  others.  Thofc 
who  oppafed  the  fcheme  afiTerted,  that  it  would 
involve  the  factors  in  fuch  hardfhips,  that  they  would 
nor  be  aoje  to  continue  the  trade:  that  it  would  be 
dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the  fuhject,  as  it  tended 
to  promote  a  general  excife :  that  it  would  produce 
fin  additional  fwarm  of  excife-officcrs  and  warehoufe- 
keepers,  appointed  and  paid  by  the  treafury  ;  and  by 
multiplying  the  dependents  of  the  crown,  ti>.»ble  it 
ilill  farther  to  influence  the  freedom  of  elrclionsr; 
and  that  traders  would  become  Qaves  to  exc  femen 
and  warehoufe-keepers.  After  a  Jong  and  warm  die* 
bate,  the  motion  was  carried  by  a  majority  of  fixcy- 
one  voices  ;  and  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
accordingly.  This  was  done  on  the  fourth  of  April, 
"when  it  was  read  the  firft  time,  and  ordered  to  be 
read  a  fecund  on  the  eleventh  but  the  alarm  was 
now  fpread  to  the  molt  dillant  parts  of  the  nation  ; 
the  cry  was,  "  Liberty  and  property*  and  no  excife  I'9 
arid  on  the  tenth  of  April  the  Iheriffs,  aldermen,  and 
commons  of  London,  in  a  proceffion  of  two  hundred 
jcoaches,  attended  by  great  crouds  on  foot,  went  to 
"Weftmibtter-hall  with  a  petition,  humbly  praying  to 
be  heard  by  council  againft  the  bill :  but  this  was 
earned  in  tqe  negative  by  fo  fmali  a  majority  as  fe- 
venteen.  The  next  day  petitions  came  from  Coven- 
try and  Nottingham  againit  the  bill,  which  were  or- 
dered to  lie  upon  the  table.  Mean  while  the  popu- 
Jacc  blocked  up  all  the  avenues  to  the  houle  of  c«m- 
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mons,  infulted  thofc  members  who  had  voted  for  the 

•  miniftry  on  this  occafion  and  Sir  Robert  began  to 
be  in  fear  of  his  life.  Me  therefore  thought  proper 
to  drop  the  defign,  by  moving,  that  the  fecond 

.  reading  oi  the  bill  mould  be  poltponed  till  the  12th 
or  June.  The  mifcarriage  of  this  bill  occafioned 
the  greateft  joy  and  fatisia&ion,  and  was  celebrated 
with  public  rejoicings  in  London,  Weftminfter,  and 

•  fome  of  the  principal  towns  in  the  kingdom  j  and  in 
the  capital,  Sir  Robert  was  burned  in  effigy. 

A  law  had  been  made  in  the  reign  of  king  Wil- 
liam III.  prohibiting  the  landing  of  any  goods  in 
Ireland,  of  the  growth  or  product  of  the  Englilh 
American  plantations,  u  rile  Is  they  (hall  have  been 
firft  landed  in  England,  and  have  paid  the  duties 
there^  which  law  being  conftrucd  to  extend  to  all 
manner  of  American  merchandize,  as  well  unenume- 
rated  as  enumerated,  an  act  was  now  paffed,  for  im- 
porting from  the  faid  plantations  directly  into  Ireland, 
goods  not  enumerated  in  any  aft  of  parliament,  pro- 
vided they  were  brought  in  Britifh  /hips,  and  navi- 
gated in  conformity  to  the  navigation  adts.  Hereby 
Ireland  was  put  upon  a  footing  with  foreign  coun- 
tries, in  refpeft  to  fuch  unenumerated  goods.  The 
enumerated  commodities  at  this  time  were,  fugars, 
tobacco,  cotton-wool,  indico,  ginger,  dyeing-woods, 
moloffcs,  rice,  furs,  copper-ore,  pitch,  tar,  turpen* 
tine,  marts,  yards,  and  bowfprits,  imported  from, 
and  the  growth  and  producl  of,  the  Britim  American 
plantations,  all  which  muft  firft  be  landed  in  Great 
Britain,  except,  as  had  been  already  obferved,  the  rice 
of  Carolina. 

At  this  time  a  defign  was  formed  by  a  number  of 
gentlemen  of  diftinction  and  worth,  to  eftablifli  a 


fpirited  and  difinterefted  plan.    This  was  fuch  an 
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as  can  fcarccly  be  paralleled.  Hitherto  all  our  Ame- 
rican colonies  were  profefledly  planted  for  the  imme- 
diate benefit  of  the  undertakers  5  but  this  was  folely 
for  a  national  and  charitable  purpofe,  without  any 
other  benefit  to  the  undertakers  than  what  refuks  from 
the  pleafure  of  doing  good.  Mod  of  them  were 
members  of  parliament,  who  having  lately  had  occa- 
fion  to  obferve  the  mifery  of  the  priioners  confined  in 
our  goals  for  debt,  were  moved  to  commifer ate  fuck 
unhappy  objects,  and  to  attempt  to  fettle  them  in 
Tome  new  colony  on  the  American  continent,  where 
thofc  who  were  now  a  burden  and  difgrace,  might  be- 
come a  national  bentfit.  As  a  great  part  of  the  charter* 
limits  of  Carolina  yet  remained  unplanted  fouthward, 
adjoining  to  Florida,  it  became  highly  the  intercft  of 
Great  Britain  to  occupy  and  plant  thele  wades  as  foon 
as  poflible,  left  cither  the  Spaniards  from  Florida  or 
the  French  behind  it,  from  their  ufurpation  of  Miflif- 
fippi  (hould  feize  on  and  plant  wnat  they  found  un- 
occupied. The  French  were  more  particularly  in* 
tereftcd  in  taking  fuch  a  ftep,  as  they  were  quite 
deftitute  of  all  footing  on  the  eaftern  (ho res  of 
J^orth  America  ;  but  if  they  could  gain  fuch  a 
Settlement,  the  communication  with  their  fugar  iflanda 
would  be  greatly  facilitated. 

To  this  aflbciation  a  perpetual  charter  was  granted, 
t>y  which  the  king  empowered  twenty-one  gentlemen 
by  name,  and  fuch  others  as  they  (hould,  from  time  to 
time,  elect  into  their  body,  to  be  truftees  for  efta- 
t>li filing  the  colony  therein  named  Georgia,  in  Ame- 
rica, extending  about  one  hundred  miles  along  the 
fea-coalt,  and  lying  between  the  mo  ft  eaftern  dream 
of  the  river  Savannah,  and  the  moft  fouthern  ftreatn 
pf  the  river  Alatamaha ;  and  extending  weftward  from 
the  heads  of  thofe  rivers  in  direct  lines  to  the 
South  Sea*,  together  with  the  iflands  within  twenty 
-Jtagqes  pf  the  fea-coaft.   The  trufteca  w^re  hereby, 
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empowered  to  receive  and  manage  )tht  contributions 
trf  all  perform  and  corporations  inclirfed  to  give  money 
for  the  tranfportihg  of  people  to,  and  fettling  them  in 
the  country.  This  corporation  was  made  legally  ca- 
pable in  law  to  pufchafe  and  hotd  lands,  fee.  in 
Great  Britain,  to  the  value  bf  one  rhouiand  pounds 
annually,  and  rn  America  to  an  unlimited  value,  for 
the  fame  charitable  purpofe.  Their  common  council 
ttas  to  cohfift  of  fifteen  perfons,  with  power  to  make 
them  up  twenty-four,  which  was  afterwards  done. 
An  annual  quit-rent  of  four  fhiliings  for  cVery  hun- 
dred acres  bf  land,  which  thefe  truftees  mould  grant 
to  any  planter,  was  referved  to  the  crown  ;  but  not  to 
commence  until  the  expiration  of  ten  years  after  the 
daw  of  fuch  grant.  This  new  province  Was  to  remain 
for  ever  an  independent  colony,  except  that  the  gb- 
Vernment  of  its  militia  was  veiled  in  the  governor  of 
South  Carolina;  but  the  government  of  the  colony, 
in  other  refpefts,  was  committed  to  the  ttuftees  for 
twenty-one  years,  after  which  term  it  vefted  in  the 
jfcrown.  Liberty  of  confeiente,  and  freedom  of  wor- 
Ihip,  was  allowed  to  all  its  inhabitants,  papifts  alonfc 
Excepted.  Not  mdre  than  five  hundred  acres  of  lancj 
fccre  allowed  to  be  pofieffed  by  one  perfon  s  and  no 
truftee  was  fuffered  to  hold  lands  or  office  in  Georgia. 

General  Oglethorpe,  a  man  who  had  diftinguime4 
hirriftlf  in  the  HoUfe  of  commons  by  his  tafte  for  great 
defigns,  by  his  teal  for  his  country,  and  his  pafliori 
for  glory,  was  fixed  upon  to  direft  thefe  public 
finances,  and  fb  carry  into  execution  fo  excellent  a 
p roje<5t.  Defirbus  of  maintaining  the  reputatiori  he 
ftad  acquired,  ht  chofe  to  condua  hirnfelf  the  firfi: 
«6lomfts  that  were  fent  to  Georgia  5  Where  he  arrived' 
m  Jaturttry  173J,  and  fixed  his  people  on  a  fpot  ten 
Ihilcs  diftaht  frdm  the  fea,  in  an  agreeable  and  fertile 
fftift  dn  the  bank$  of  the  Savannah.  This  rifing  fet- 
fleiUctVt       c*Hcd  Savannah,  from  the  flame  of  the 
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r'kvan  ape},  ipconfidcrabje  ?s  it  waj  in.  its  infant  ftate, 
was,  however,  to  become  the  capital  of  a  flouriihin» 
colofljt   It  cpnjMW  at  firft  of  no  mpre  than  one  hun- 
dred perfons,  but  before  the  end  of  the  year  the  num- 
ber w.as  incroafcd,  to  fix  hunted  and.  eighteen,}  of. 
v<hpin i  ope  hundred  and  tweoty-ieven  had  emigrated,' 
at  theirown  expence,    Three  hundred  men,  and  on* 
hundred  and  thirteen  women,,  one  hundred  and  two 
lads,  and  eighty,  three  girls,  formed  the  beginning  of 
th.s  new  population,,  and  the  hopes  of  a  numerous 
poftenry.    At  thefourhern  extremity,  of  the  province' 
tnstowtiof.Fred.cncawasafterw.ards  built }  Fort  Au- 
gu(ta  w4serc<aed  for  the  protection  of  the  Indian  trade, 
fituated,24p  miles  weft  from  the  fea,  up  the  river- S<u' 
vannah.   For  the  production  of  filfc,  for  which  the 
dimate  was^emcd,  peculiarly.  favourable,  a  common, 
nurfery  garden;  was  laidjout,  and  planted  with  white, 
mulberry  trees.    Foreign  vine-dreffers  were  procured 
for- improving  the  native  vines,  whu  h  there  abound, 
and,  encircling  the.  taljpft  trees,  bear  fmall  grapes. 
Seycralfoas  of  vines  were  Ijkewue  fent  from  Europe  ; 
as  alio  lomc  Picdmqotefe*  ffclled  io  the,  wiodinffk 
filk,  and  tending  the  Glk-worms,  * 

This  fettlement;  was  increafe&ii}  I7«  byrthe  arrival. 
oT feme  Scotch  highlanders.  Thei/gtioS I  cES 

uno-v ? ^hKm^°  r  eft8W'fl»^nt..offered  theS 
upon  the  borders  of  the  Alatamaha,  to  defend  the 

bfe  '{ a«?inft  ^WcW-thendgT 
bounng  Spaniards.  Here  they  built  the  towns  of 

Dari.*,  and  Fredcrica  before  named,  and  feveral  of, 
their  countrymen  came  over  to  fettle  amo„g US 
in  the.  fame  year,  a  great  number  of  proteftants 

forScZ^r SaltZtUrg  by  a  fanatical  P^^'rll 
A ■&t^^y  PMCC  and  Uhcnr<*  confeienceT 
£f,n?  ?Cy         °"  a  ^  Juft  Aw  that  of  the- 
infant  colony y  but  t^y  afterwards  chofe  to  beat  a 
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of  the  Savannah,  where  they  built  a  town  called 
Ebenezer. 

Some  Switzers  followed  the  example  o£  thefe  wife 
Saltzburghers,  though  they  had  not,  like  them,  been 
perfecuted.  They  alfo  fettled  on  the  banks  of  the 
Savannah  but  at  the  difhnce  of  four  and  thirty 
miles  from  the  Germans.  Their  colony,  confiding  of 
a  hundred  habitations,  was  named  Pur>  (burgh,  from 
Pury  their  founder,  who  having  been  at  the  expence 
of  their  fettlement,  was  defer vedly  chofen  their  chief, 
in  teftimony  of  their  gratitude  to  him. 

The  nation  expected  from  a  concurrence  of  fo  many 
favourable  circumftances,  that  the  infant  colony  of 
Georgia  would  foon  flourilh,  and  become  refpc&able  5 
but  two  caufes  concurred  to  difappoint  thofe  expecta- 
tions, each  of  which  fprang  from  thofe  principles  of 
philanthropy  which  influenced  the  legiflative  truftees. 
As  great  inconveniencies  had  been  found  to  arife  in 
other  colonies  from  large  poffefnons,  it  was  thought 
proper  in  Georgia  to  allow  each  family  only  fifty  acres 
of  land  ;  which  they  were  not  permitted  to  mortgage, 
or  even  to  difpofe  of  by  will  to  their  female  iffue, 
This  laft  regulation  of  making  only  the  male  iffue  ca- 
pable of  inheritance,  was  foon  abolifhcd  ;  but  there 
ftill  remained  too  many  obftacles  to  excite  a  fpirit  of 
emulation.  It  feldom  happens,  that  a  man  refolves 
to  leave  his  country  but  upon  the  profpeft  of  fome^ 
great  advantage  that  works  ftrongly  upon  his  imagi-" 
nation.  All  limits,  therefore,  prefcribed  to  his  in- 
duftry,  are  fo  many  checks  which  prevent  him  from 
engaging  in  any  project.  The  boundaries  afligned 
to  every  plantation  muft  necefTarily  have  produced 
this  bad  effect. 

The  profperity  of  this  colony  was  yet  farther  re- 
tarded by  the  exclufion  of  Negro  (laves,  which  may 
be  called  an  ill-judged,  though  well-meant  Utopian 
fcheme.   As  Carolina  and  fome  other  colonies  had  - 
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been  eftabliflied  without  their  affiftance,  it  was  thought 
that  ar  country  deftincd  to  be  the  bulwark  of  thofe 
American  poflWfions  ought  not  to  be  pe  pled  bv  a 
fee  of  (laves,  who  could  not  be  in.  the  lcalt  interefted 
in  the  defence  of  their  oppreflbrs.  But  it  was  no£ 
at  the  fame  time  forefeen,  that  colonifts,  who  were 
lefs  favoured  by  the  Mother  Country  than  their 
neighbours,  who  were  fituated  in  a  country  lefs  fu£> 
ccptiblc  of  tillage,  and  in  a  hotter  climate,  would 
want  ftrength  and  fpirit  to  undertake  a  cultivation 
that  required  greater  encouragement. 

The  indolence  which  lb  many  obftacles  gave  rife  to9 
found  a  farther  excufe,  in  another  prohibition  that 
had  been  impofed*  The  diiturbances  produced  by 
'  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  over  all  the  continent 
cf  Norr(h  America,  induced  the  founders  of  Georgia 
tp  forbid  the  importation  of  rum.  This  prohibi- 
tion, though  well  intended,  deprived  the  colonifts  of 
the  only  liquor  that  could  corrcft  the  bad  qualities 
of  the  waters  of  the  country,  which  were  generally 
unwhojefome;  and  of  the  only  means  they  had  to 
reftore  the  wafte  of  ftrength  and  fpirits  that  mud  be 
the  confequencc  of  inceflant  labour*  fiefides  this,  it 
prevented  their  commerce  with  the  Antilles,  as  they< 
could  not  go  thither  to  barter  their  wood,  coi  n  and 
cattle  that  ought  to  have  been  their  mod,  valuable 
commodities,  in  return  for  the  rum  of  thofe  iflands. 

The  Mother  Country,  at  length,  perceived  how 
much  thefc  defefls  in  the  political  regulations  and 
initiations  had  prevented  the  increafe  of  the  colony, 
and  freed  them  from  the  reftraints  they  had  before 
been  clogged  with.  The  government  in  Georgia  was 
fettled  upon  the  fame  plan  as  that  which  had  rendered 
^Carolina  fo  BourUhmg ;  and  inttead  of  being  depen* 
dent  on  a  few  individuals,  became  one  of  the  na« 
Uonal  pofleflions. 

While  this  beneficial  projeft  of  colonization  wa» 
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carrying  on  at  home,  the  Deal-Caftle  man  of  war^ 
captain  Aubin,  took  a  Spanifh  merchantman  near 
Campeachy  by  way  of  repnfals,  and  carried  her 
into  South  Carolina.  On  the  other  hand,  in  October, 
a  SAtec  mrzer  of  eighteen  guns^  and  one  hundred 
a  d  forty  men,  took  and  carried  into  that  port,  an 
Englifh  lhip  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  tons' and  ten 
guns  called  the  Eagle,  John  Chilly  commander/ 
richly  laden  with  cloth,  fine  linen  and  Ipices,  having 
on  boani  fixty-fix  Portuguefe  paflengcr%  befides  four- 
teen Englilh.  Upon  intelligence  of  this  capture, 
the  Englifli  conful  at  Tetuan  fet  out  immediately  for 
Mequincz,  to  folicit  her  releafe-  but  with  fo  little 
foccefs,  that  a  Jewifh  rabbi  well  (killed  in  the  lan- 
guage, whom  he  took  with  him  as  his  interpreter, 
labouring  hard  with  the  emperor  to  obtain  it,  was  * 
ordered  to  be  burnt  alive,  and  the  conful  obliged  to 
return  without  receiving  any  fatisfa&ion. 

The  trania&ions  of  this  year  concluded  with  a  con- 
voy under  lord  Torrington,  which  brought  his  ma-' 
jefty  back  to  his  Britifh  dominions,  on  the  twenty- 
fixch  or  September. 

In  the'rhohth  of  January  1733,  died  the  right  ho- 
nourable George  Byng,  lord  vifcount  Torrington,* 
admiral  and  commander  in  chief  of  his  majefty's 
fleet,  and  firft  lord  commiflioner  of  the  admiralty, 
upon  which  the  right  honourable  Sir  Charles  Wager, 
was  a  pointed  firft  lord  commiflioner  in  his  room, 
and  made  one  of  his  majefty's  mod  honourable  privy 
council :  and  not  long  after  Sir  John  Jennings  was 
made  rear-admiral  of  Great-Britain. 

1  he  male  treatment  of  the  conful  at  Sallee,  and 
detention  of  the  lhif>  abovementioned,  produced  an 


to  fail  to  Barbary  and  demand  her  relcafement  arid 
farther  fatisfaelion ;  but  it  was  a  confiderabje  time 
before  a  ftop  could  be  put  to  their  piracies,  as  will 
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appear  in  the  fequel.  In  nine  days  after  their  weigh- 
ing from  Portfmouth,  they  arrived  at  Tetuan,  viz. 
on  the  twelfth  of  March,  when  the  bafhaw  fent  a 
meflenger  to  Mequinez,  to  endeavour  the  procuring 
fatisfa£tion ;  but  the  great  obftacle  was  the  number 
of  Portuguefe  found  on  board,  who  being  made  flaves, 
the  emperor  would  by  no  means  hear  of  rcleafing 
them.  Upon  this,  thefc  frigates  took  their  ftation 
off  that  port,  and  with  fome  Dutch  men  of  war 
blocked  it  up,  fothat  none  of  their  rovers  dared  ven- 
ture out  to  fca.  But  notwithstanding  this  precaution, 
a  row  boat  from  Tetuan,  found  means  to  get  our  of 
the  harbour  and  take  the  John  of  London,  William 
Matthews  matter,  loaded  with  pipe-ftaves,  &c.  from 
Amflerdam  for  Malaga.  Befides  this,  they  took  ten 
other  vcflels  during  this  and  the  following  year, 
which  they  carried  into  their  ports,  and  made  the 
unfortunate  companies  of  them  (laves  in  Barbary. 

It  will  be  proper  here  to  fpeak  of  the  bravery  of 
captain  David  Fullerton,  commander  of  an  Englifli 
merchantman,  who  in  his  paffage  from  the  ftreights, 
being  met  by  a  Sallee  rover  was  obliged  to  bring  to. 
TheSallee  man  fent  his  boat  on  board  with  twenty 
m$n,  in  order  to  feizc  the  prize*  But  captain  Ful- 
lerton obferving  the  number,  bravely  rtfolved,  with 
his  fourteen  men,  to  attack  and  make  him'elr  matter 
of  them,  as  foon  as  they  came  on  board.  Thi*  Uiey 
executed  with  undaunted  courage,  and  the  Moors 
judging  by  their  rcfolution  that  they  had  a  greater 
pumber  of  hands  on  board,  threw  down  rheir  *rms 
and  furrendered.  Upon  this,  captain  Fullertort 
Crowded  all  his  fail,  got  clear  of  the  rove-,  and 
brought  his  prifoners  to  Middleburg  in  Zealand. 

On  the  14th  day  of  January  17349  the  new  par- 
liament met  at  Weftmjnfter,  when  Mr.  OnGow  was 
re-clec*red  fpeaker.  The  king  in  his  fpeech  at  the 
opemng  of  the  feflion,  informed  his  parliament  that 
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he  had  concerted  with  the  States-general  of  the  Uni- 
ted Provinces,  fuch  tneafures  as  were  thought  mod 
ad vi (cable  for  their  common  fafety,  and  for  reftoring 
the  peace  of  Europe.  [Thefe  commotions  had  been 
excited  by  the  death  of  the  king  of  Poland,  .and 
two  candidates  offering  themfclves  as  fuccefibrs  to  that 
crown.)    That  they  had  confidered  on  one  fide,  the 

}>reffing  applications  made  by  the  Imperial  court  both 
n  England  and  Holland,  for  obtaining  fuccours 
againft  the  powers  at  war  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria; 
and  on  the  "other  fide,  the  repeated  profeffions  made 
by  the  allies,  of  their  finccre  difpofition,  to  put  an 
end  to  the  prefent  troubles  upon  honourable  and 
folid  terms :  that  he  and  the  States-general  had  con- 
curred in  a  refolution  to  employ  their  joint  and  earned 
inftances  to  bring  matters  to  a  fyeedy  and  happy  ac- 
commodation :  that  their  good  offices  were  at  length 
accepted ;  and  in  a  fhort  time  a  plan  would  be  offered 
to  the  confideration  of  all  parties  engaged  in  the  war, 
as  a  bafis  for  a  general  negotiation  for  peace.  He 
told  them  he  had  exercifed  the  power  vetted  in  him 
by  the  laft  parliament,  with  great  moderation;  and 
had  concluded  a  treaty  with  the  crown  of  Denmark, 
of  great  importance  in  the  prefent  conjun&ure.  He 
obferved,  that  whilft  many  of  the  principal  powers 
of  Europe  were  actually  engaged  in  a  war,  Great 
Britain  mutt  be  more  or  lefs  affedted  with  the  coA- 
ftquences;  and  as  the  bctt  concerted  mealures  are 
liable  to  uncertainty,  the  nation  ought  to  be  ptepartd. 
againft  all  events.  He  therefore  exprtffed  his  hope, 
that  his  good  fubjetfs  would  not  repine  at  the  nccef- 
fary  means  of  procuring  the  bleftings  of  peace  and 
vmiverfal  tranquillity,  or  of  putting  him  in  a  condi- 
tion to  aft  that  part,  which  it  might  be  necefiary  and 
incumbent  upon  him  to  take- 

Upon  this,  the  houfe  voted,  that  the  land  forces 
fliould  be  augmented  to  twenty-five  thoufahd  feven 
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hundred  and  forty-four  -cffeftivc  men,  and,  twenty 
thoufand  men  fhould  be  employed  in  the  fea-fcr vice: 
but  this  augmentation  of  the  national  force,  was  not 
made  without  a  warnVconteft  on  the  fide  of  oppofi- 
tion.  Men  of  the  mod  fhining  abilities,  attacked 
in  themoft  rnafterly  manner  the  meafures  of  the  mi- 
nifter,  who,  ftrcngthened  by  the  power  of  the  crown, 
braved  the  fury  of  the  attack.  In  this  parliament, 
that  unparalleled  ftatefman  Mr.  William  Pitt,  firft 
fhone  forth  in  the  political  horizon  ;  he  was  eledtcd 
member  for  Old  Sarum,  and  brought  into  parliament 
by  the  duchefs  dowager  of  Marlborough,  being  then 
about  twenty-feven  years  of  age.  The  affairs  of 
Europe  at  this  time  were  in  great  confufion.  Au- 
guftus,  king  of  Poland  and  elector  of  Saxony,  dying, 
this  event  had  been  produ&iveof  a  war.  Theeleftorof 
Saxony,  fon  to  the  late  king,  and  Staniflaus,  whofc 
daughter  was  married  to  the  French  monarch,  de- 
clared themfelves  candidates  for  the  throne  of  Poland. 
The  emperor,  the  czarina,  and  the  king  of  Profiia* 
efpoufed  the  intereft  of  the  Saxon  ;<  the  king  of  France 
fupported  the  pretenfions  of  his  father-in-law.  Though 
the  Prufiians  entered  Poland  with  an  army  of  fifty 
thoufand  men,  Staniflaus,  who  had  come  privately 
into  Poland,  was  cledted  king  by  the  intrigues  of 
the  primate,  but  was*  foon  obliged  to  fly  the  king- 
dom; and  Auguftus  being  chofen  and  proclaimed 
king,  his  Saxon  troops  entered  the  kingdom. 

Tii us  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  which  had  not  been 
able  to  preferve  Spain  and  the  Weft-Indies,  and  which 
could  not  even  fettle  a  trading  company  at  Oftend, 
had  yet  fufficient  influence  to  deprive  the  father-in-* 
law  of  Louis  XV.  of  a  crown. 

Mean  while  the  French  king  concluded  a  treaty 
with  Spain  and  Sardinia;  by  which  thefe  poweri 
agreed  to  declare  war  againft  the  emperor..  The 
French  army,  commanded  by  the  duke  of  Berwick, 
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pafled  tfie  Rhine,  and  befieged  and  took  fort  Kehh 
The  king  of  Sardinia  being  joined  by  a  body  of  French 
forces,  commanded  by  marlhal  de  Villars  in  Italy, 
took  Tortona,  Novara,  Paviaj  Milan;  and  fome 
other  places,  before  the  conclufion  bt  the  year  1733. 

England  and  Holland,  which  had  been  lb  longae- 
jcuftomed  to  join  Auftria  againft  France,  abandoned 
Jier  at  this  juncture.  This  was  the  effedfc  of  that 
reputation  for  equity  and  moderation,  which  the  French 
court  had  lately  acquired.  The  notion. of  her  being 
pacifically  inclined,  and  void  of  all  ambition,  kept 
her  natural  enemies  quiet  even  when  (he  declared  war* 
and  nothing  can  redound  more  to  the  honour  of  the 
miniftry,  than  their  having  perfuaded  luch  powersj 
that  France  might  carry  on  a  war  againft  the  empe- 
ror, without  giving  any  alarm  to  the  liberty  of  Fu- 
rope  j  all  thefe  powers  accordingly  behe'd  the  rapid 
fuocefs  of  the  French  arms,  ealy  and  undifturbrd. 
A  French  army  had  gotten  poffrflion  of  the  country 
Upon  the  Rhine  ;  and  another  party  of  their  troops, 
in  conjunction  with  thole  of  Spa  n  and  Savoy,  had 
rendered  themfelves  matters  of  Italy  Marfhal  Vil-V 
lars  finifhed  his  glorious  career,  in  the  e  ghty-fecond 
year  of  his  age,  after  having  taken  Milan.  Mar- 
fhal de  Cogni,  his  fucceflbr,  gained  two  battles  3 
whilft  the  duke  de  Montemar,  the  Spanifh  general* 
obtained  a  victory  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,-  at 
Bitonto,  from  whence  he  was  lurnamed  ;  this  being 
an  honour  which  the  Spaniards  often  beftow,  in 
imitation  of  the  ancient  Romans.  Don  Carlos,  who 
had  been  acknowledged  hereditary  fucceflbr  of  Tuf- 
cahy,  was  now  declared  king  of  Naples  and  Sicily. 
Thus  the  emperor  Charles  VI.  loft  almoft:  all  Italy* 
for  having  given  a  king  to  Poland :  and,  in  two 
campaigns,  a  fon  of  the  Spanifh  monarch  got.  both 
the  Sicilies,  fo  often  taken  and  retaken  formerly,  and 
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» 

upon  which,  for  two  ages,  the  houfe  of  Auftria  had 
continually  fixed  her  attention  *, 

Although*  Great  Britain  took  no  aftive  part  in  thefe 
difputes  on  the  continent,  yet  it  was  thought  proper 
to  make  great  additions  to  the  naval  ftrength  of  the 
kingdom:  accordingly,  early  in  the  year  1734,  eighty-* 
fix  men  of  war  from  one  hundred  guns  down  to  twenty; 
were  put  into  cammiflion. 

On  the  1 5th  of  Miy  his  majefty  put  an  end  to  the 
feffijn,  and  two  days  after,  fet  out  for  his  German 
dominions,  after  having  appointed  the  queen  regent. 

The  good  underftanding  between  the  courts  of  Ma- 
d rid  and  L  lbon,  had  a  little  before  beeit  deftroyed 
by  a  fingular  incident.    The  domeftics  of  the  Por- 
tuguefe ambaflfador  at  Madrid  having  refcued  a  cri- 
minal from  the  officers  or  juftice,  all  thofe  concerned 
were,  by  the  order  of  the  king  of  Spain,  dragged- 
from  the  ambaffador-s  hoafe  to  prifon,  with  circum- 
ftances  of  rigour  and  difgrace.    His  Portuguefe  ma-j 
jefty  refenting  this  affront,  ordered  reprifals  to  be 
made  upon  the  fervants  of  the  Spanifti  ambaffador  at 
Lilbon.    The  two  minifters  abruptly  withdrew  to* 
their  refpe&ive  courts,  and  the  twomonarchs  exprefied 
their  mutual  refentments.    The  king  of  Spain  aP 
fembled  a  t>ody  of  troops  on  the  frontiers  of  Portu- 
gal •,  and  his  Portuguefe  majefty  applied  for  afliftanee 
tb  the  king  of  Great  Britain.    An  envoy  extraordi- 
nary was  difpatched  to  London,  and  fucceeded  tit 
his  commiflion :  for,  foon1  after  the  king's  departure/ 
Sir  John  Norris  failed  from  Spithead  with  a  powerful 
fleet,  in  order  to  protect  the  Poctuguefe  againft  the 
Spaniards,  and  on  the  9th  of  June  arrived  at  Lifbon,- 
where  he  was  welcomed  as  a  deliverer.  .Mr.  Keene, 
the  Britifh  envoy  at  the  court  of  Spain,  informed 

Catholic  majefty,  that  this  fleet  was  fent  to  guard 

*. . .  '1  .  . .  -  > 

'  •Voltaire. 
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the  coaft  of  Portugal  from  infults,  and  fecure  the 
Brafil  fleet,  in  which  the  merchants  of  Great  Bri- 
tain were  deeply  intprefted.  It  is  probable,  that  this 
ftep  prevented  a  rupture  between  the  two  crowns, 
and  difpofcd  the  king  of  Spain  to  liften  to  terms  of 
accommodation. 

Whilft  a  general  tranquillity  affords  no  evetit 
worthy  of  relating,  our  readers  will  we  doubt  not^ 
be  pleafed  to  fee  the  following  ftate  of  our  ifland 
plantations  in  the  Weft-Indies,  as  reported  by  the 
lords  commiffioners  of  trade  to  the  houfc  of  peers, 
purfuanc  to  an  order  of  that  houfe,  as  it  exhibits  an 
exa<a  and  curious  ftate  of  tl>e  trade*  people,  and 
ibength  of  each  ifland. 

*<  Jamaica  fays  the  report,  although  it  has  nineteen 
parifhes,  contains  only  feven  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  forty-four  whit  *  people ;  of  whom  are  compofed 
three  thoufand  militia,  horfc  and  foot,  which  are 
difperfcd  all  over  the  inhabited  part  of  the  ifland* 
on  which  are  erefted  fix  forts,  and  eight  independent 
<»mpanies  of  the  king's  forces,  each  confuting  pf 
one  hundred  men,  are  Rationed  there.  The  diminu- 
tion of  the  white  people  in  Jamaica,  was  attributed 
to  the  great  decay  of  their  private  or  illicit  trade  to 
the  Spanifh  main ;  that  trade  having  formerly  drawn 
together  many  adventurers. 

44  Our  exports  to  Jamaica  at'a  medium  of  four  years 
from  Chriftmas  17^8  to  Chriftmas  1730,  was  to  the 
Value  of  one  hundred  and  forty-feven  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  feyeoty-five  pounds  two  (hillings  and 
three-pence  farthing,  and  our  imports  were  five  hun- 
dred and  thirty»mne  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
ninety-nine  pounds  eighteen  (hillings  and  three-pence 
half-penny.  Annual  excefs  of  our  imports  from  Ja- 
maica, is  three  hundred  and  ninety-one  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-four  pounds  fifteen  (hil* 
lings  and  eleven  pence. 
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"  Barbadoes  had  eighteen  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
ninety-five  white  people ;  its  militia  confifted  of  one 
troop  and  two  regiments  of  horfe,  and  of  feven  regi- 
ments of  foot,  in  all  four  thoufand  eight  hundred 
and  twelve  men.  In  that  ifland  are  no  fewer  than 
twenty-one  forts  and  twenty-fix  batteries,  mounted 
with  four  hundred  and  fixty-three  cannon. 

"  All  our  fugar  iflands  together  are  thought  an- 
nually to  produce  eighty-five  thoufand  hoglhcads  of 
fugar,  each  hoglhead  containing  twelve  hundred 
weight,  in  ail  one  million  two  hundred  thoufand  hun- 
dred weight.  Of  which,  Great  Britain  was  thought 
to  con  fume  annually  feventy  thoufand  hogiheads,  or 
ninety-four  millions  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  of 
fugar,  which  for  ten  millions  of  people,  if  fo  many 
may  be  reckoned,  comes  to  nine  pounds  and  a  half 
of  fugar  co  each  perfon  j  or  if  but  eight  millions  of 
people,  as  is  the  more  general  cakulatory,  then  about 
eleven  pounds  and  a  half  of  fugar  to  each  perfon, 
exclufiveof  Ireland." 

"  It  is  computed  that  three  hundred  fail  of  fhips  go 
annually  from  Great  Britain  to  the  fugar  colonies, 
befides  thofc  which  go  thither  from  our  continent  co-* 
lonies  5  and  that  about  four  thoufand  five  hundred 
feamcn  are  employed  in  navigating  them :  and  that 
there  is  annually  exported  thither  to  the  value  of 
two  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  pounds  in  Brkifli 
manufactures. 

"  In  all  theBritifh  Leeward  iflands,  viz.  St.  Chris- 
tophers, Antigua,  Nevis,  and  Montferrat ;  with  their 
dependencies,  Barbuda,  AnguilU,  Spanifli-Towo, 
Tortola,  and  the  reft  of  the  Virgin  iilcs ;  there  arc 
ten  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixty-two  white  people ; 
and  their  militU  confifts.  of  three  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four  men.  But  by  an  account  of 
thofe  iflands  in  the  year  1736,  their  military  was  as 
follows,  viz. 
Vol.  IV.  G  In 
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In  Antigua     —    1500  men,  2  forts  and  7  batteries. 
In  Sr.  Chriftophers  1 340  men,  3  forts  and  6  batteries, 
In  Montferrat    —  360  men,  1  fort  and  1  battery. 
In  Nevis  ^—   —    300  men,  1  fort  and  1  battery. 

* ^™ 

In  all     —      3500  men. 
In  Anguilla    —  80  men. 
.    In  Spanifh-Town  72  men. 
InTortola   —  120  men. 


3772  militia  in  all  the  Leeward 
I  (lands. 

"  The  Bahama  Iflands,  are  the  next  in  thofe  feas  of 
importance  to  Great  Britain  and  there  Providence 
is  the  only  ifland  as  yet  of  any  confideration  to  us, 
or  that  is  peopled  in  any  degree.  Here  thty  have 
five  hundred  white  people,  out  of  which  they  have 
formed  fix  companies  of  militia,  befides  one  indepen- 
dent company  in  the  king's  pay.  On  this  ifland  there 
are  two  forts  fince  better  rebuilt. 

"  In  the  Bermudas,  there  were  a  few  years  fince 
five  thouiand  white  people,  of  which  there  are  a 
thoufand  white  men  befides  officers  for  their  militia. 
They  have  one  fort  and  fix  batteries." 

In  the  year  1736,  an  account  was  laid  before  the 
houfc  of  commons,  of  the  feveral  forts  and  quantities 
of  corn,  which  had  been  exported  from  England, 
between  ChriHmas  1734  and  Chriftmas  1735,  w^ 
the  total  of  the  bounty  paid  thereon,  viz. 


Barley 
Quarters 

'  57>52° 

Malt 
Quarters 
219,781 

Oat- meal 
Quarters 

i,92° 

Rye 

Quarters 
1,329 

Wheat 
Quarters 

153*343 

Bounty 
71,90 1. 

Bounty 
26,434!. 

Bounty 
240 1. 

Bounty 
^32!. 

Bounty 
3*>33Sl 

Total  number  of  quarters  of  the  feveral  kinds  of 
corn  was  433,893  quarters. 
Total  bounty  paid  72,4311.        .  A 
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A  treaty  of  navigation  and  commerce  now  took 
place  between  Great  Britain  and  Ruflia,  which  was 
to  continue  in  force  for  fifteen  years;  by  which  every 
immunity  was  reciprocally  granted  to  the  fubje&s  of 
both  nations  in  their  refpeclive  ports,  as  was  allowed 
to  thofe  of  any  other  kingdom  or  ftate  whatever. 
Britifh  fubjects  were  permitted  to  tranfport  goods 
from  Ruflia  into  Perfia,  on  paying  three  per  cent, 
duty  thereon  and  to  bring  back  merchandize  from 
thence,  and  lade  it  in  the  ports  of  Ruflia  for  Eng- 
land, on  payment  of  the  like  duty,  without  being 
obliged  to  open  their  bales,  unlefs  a  fufpkion  arifes 
of  the  value  of  fuch  commodities  being  unfairly 
rated  *. 

The  French  of  Mifliflippi  colony  began  already  to 
(hew  the  natural  difpofition  of  their  nation  to  en- 
croachments, by  making  war  jointly  with  their  own 
Indians,  on  a  nation  of  Indians  called  Chickafaws, 
dependent  on  Carolina.  It  now  became  apparent 
that  their  views  were  to  hem  in  all  our  fettlements  on 
theeaft  coafts  of  North  America,  by  forts  from  fouth 
to  north,  and  thereby  exclude  the  Englifti  from  any 
commerce  with  the  tribes  of  Indians  that  occupy 
thofe  immenfe  wilds :  but  thefe  proceedings  were 
deemed  too  trivial  to  draw  the  attention  of  govern- 
ment to  that  quarter  of  the  Britilh  empire. 

On  the  17th  of  April  1730,  his  royal  highnefs, 
Frederick  prince  of  Wales,  was  married  to  her  fercne 
highnefs  Augufta,  princefs  of  Saxe  Gotha,  who  ar- 
rived from  Germany  two  days  before.  This  event 
was  followed  by  extraordinary  rejoicings,  and  con- 
gratulations from  both  houfes  of  parliament,  the  city 
of  London,  and  the  two  univerfities.  But  in  the 
next  year,  there  unhappily  arofe  a  breach  between 
them  and  the  king.    The  princefs  had  advanced  to 

•  Anderfon  on  Commerce,  Vol.  II.  p.  554* 
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the  laft  month  of  her  pregnancy  before  the  king  and 
queen  were  informed  of  her  being  with  child.  She 
was  twice  conveyed  from  Hampton-court  to  St.  James's 
palace  when  her  labour  pains  were  approaching,  and 
was  at  length  delivered  of  a  princefs*  in  about  two 
hours  after  her  arrival.  The  king  being  informed  of 
this  event,  ftnt  the  earl  of  Effcx  to  the  prince  to 
exprefs  his  difpleafure  at  his  royal  highnefs's  conduct, 
which  he  confidered  as  an  indignity  offered  to  him- 
felf  and  the  queen  ;  to  inform  him,  that  his  whole 
conduct  had  for  fome  time  been  fo  void  of  duty, 
that  he  had  reafon  to  be  highly  offended  with  him ;  and 
till  he  withdrew  his  regard  and  confidence  from  thofe 
by  whofe  advice  he  had  acted  in  this  undutiful  man- 
ner he  (hould  not  refide  in  the  palace :  it  was  there- 
fore his  majefty's  pleafure,  that  he  and  his  family 
(hould  leave  St.  James's,  when  it  could  be  done 
without  prejudice  or  inconvenience  to  the  princefs. 
In  obedience  to  this  order,  the  prince  retired  to  Kew  5 
and  his  majefty  ordered,  that  none  of  the  prince's  at* 
tendants  (hould  be  admitted  at  court.  Sometime  be- 
fore, a  motion  had  been  made  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons for  encreafing  the  fettlement  of  the  prince, 
which  was  only  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  to  one  hundred 
thou  fa  nd  pounds,  befides  the  revenue  arifing  from 
the  principality  of  Wales.  It  was  reprefented,  that 
the  late  king  had  allowed  that  fum  to  ,his  prefent 
majefty  when  prince  of  Wales  j  and  that  fuch  a  fet- 
tlement was  conformable  to  the  practice  of  former 
rimes,  and  neceflary  to  the  independency  of  the  heir 
apparent  to  the  crown.  This  motion  met  with  a  vi- 
gorous oppofuion  from  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  who 
urged  the  largenefs  of  his  prefent  majefty's  family, 
when  prince  of  Wales ;  and  reprefented  the  motion 
as  an  encroachment  on  the  prerogative,  and  an  offi-. 

•  Th*  princeft  was  owned  Augufla* 
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cious  intermeddling  in  the  king's  family  affairs.  The 
fupporters  of  the  motion  obfcrved,  in  return,  that 
the  allowance  of  only  fifty  thoufand  pounds  was  not 
.  fufficjent  to  defray  the  prince's  annual  expences, 
which,  by  his  majefty's  own  regulation,  amounted 
to  fixty -three  thoufand  pounds.  The  motion  was, 
however,  reje&cd  by  the  majority;  though  in  the 
fame  ieflion  an  act  paffed  for  fettling  a  dowry  of  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  a  year  on  the  princefs  of  Wales. 

One  of  the  mod  important  fubjecls  of  debate  which 
engaged  the  attention  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
after  it  was  convened  on  the  firft  day  of  February 
1737,  arofe  from  a  motion  made  by  Sir  Robert  Wal- 
pole,  for  granting  one  million  to  his  majefty,  towards 
redeeming  a  like  fum  of  the  increafed  capital  of  the 
South-Sea  Company,  commonly  called  South-Sea 
annuities  ;  when  the  houfe  having  refolved  itfelf 
into  a  committee,  to  confider  of  the  national  debt, 
Sir  John  Barnard  made  a  motion,  for  enabling  his 
majefty  to  raife  money  either  by  the  fale  of  annuities, 
or  by  borrowing  at  an  intereft  not  exceeding  three 
per  cent,  to  be  applied  towards  redeeming  the  South- 
Sea  annuities  5  and  that  fuch  of  the  faid  annuitants  as 
Ihould  be  inclined  to  fubferibe  their  refpe&ive  an- 
nuities, fhould  be  preferred  to  all  others.  He  faid 
that  even  thofe  public  fecurities  which  bore  an  intereft 
only  of  three  per  cent,  were  fold  at  a  premium  in 
'Change  Alley:  he  was  therefore  perfuaded,  that 
all  thofe  who  were  willing  to  give  a  premium  for  a 
three  per  cent,  fecurity,  would  gladly  lend  their 
money  to  the  government  at  the  fame  intereft,  fhould 
books  of  fubfeription  be  opened  for  that  purpofe, 
with  an  aflu  ranee  that  no  part  of  the  principal  fhould 
be  paid  off  during  fourteen  years.  He  expatiated 
on  the  national  advantages  that  would  accrue  from 
a  reduction  of  intereft.  From  the  moft  accurate 
calculations  he  inferred,  that  in  a  very  little 
time,  the  intereft  upon  all  the  South  Sea  annuities 
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would  be  reduced  from  four  to  three  per  cent,  with- 
out any  damage  to  public  credit,  or  breach  of  public 
faith :  that  then  the  produce  of  the  finking  fund 
would  amount  to  fourteen  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a 
year,  to  be  applied  only  towards  redeeming  the  ca- 
pital of  the  feveral  trading  companies  :  this  meafure 
would  bring  every  one  of  them  fo  much  within  the 
power  of  parliament,  that  they  would  be  glad  to  ac- 
cept of  three  per  cent,  interefl  on  any  reafonable 
terms;  in  which  cafe  the  finking  fund  would  rile  to  one 
million  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year  -,  in 
which  ftate  the  parliament  might  venture  to  an- 
nihilate one  half  of  it,  by  freeing  the  people  from 
the  taxes  upon  coals,  candles,  foap,  leather,  and  fuch 
other  imports  as  lay  heavy  upon  the  poor  labourers 
and  manufacturers  :  the  remaining  part  of  this  finking 
fund  might  be  applied  towards  the  difcharge  of  thole 
annuities  and  public  debts  which  bore  an  intcreif.  of 
three  per  cent,  only  and  afterwards  towards  dimi- 
nilhing  the  capitals  of  feveral  trading  companies  till 
the  term  of  fourteen  years  (hould  be  expired  then  the 
finking  fund  would  again  amount  to  above  a  million 
yearly,  which  would  be  fufficient  for  paying  them 
off,  and  freeing  the  nation  entirely  from  all  its  in- 
cumbrances. This  falutary  fcheme  was  violently  op- 
pofed  by  alderman  Hcathcote,  and  other  partifans  of 
the  miniftry  *,  yet  all  their  objections  were  refuted  : 
and  in  order  to  defeat  the  project,  they  were  obliged 
to  have  recourfe  to  artifice.  Mr.  Winnington  moved, 
that  all  the  public  creditors,  as  well  as  the  South  Sea 
annuitants,  fhould  be  comprehended.  Sir  John  Bar- 
nard in  reply,  obferved,  that  it  might  be  eafy  for 
government  to  borrow  money  at  three  per  cent,  fuffi- 
cient to  pay  off  fuch  of  the  proprietors  of  twenty-four 
millions  as  were  not  willing  to  accept  of  that  intereft, 
but  extremely  difficult  to  borrow  enough  to  fatisfy 
the  proprietors  of  four  and  forty  millions,  who  might 
choofe  to  have  their  principal  rather  than  fuch  an  in* 
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tereft.  This  important  debate  produced  feveral  refo- 
lutions,  and  a  bill  was  prepared.  It  produced  many 
other  debates,  and  was  poftponed  by  dint  of  minifte- 
rial  influence*/ 

On  the  20th  of  November,  1737,  at  feven  in  the 
evening,  died  of  a  mortification  in  her  bowels,  Wil- 
helmina  Carolina,  queen  confort  of  Great  Britain,  in 
the  fifcy-fifth  year  of  her  age,  to  the  inexpreflible 
grief  of  his  majcfty,  the  royal  family,  and  the  whole 
nacion.  She  was  regretted  as  a  princefs  endowed 
with  uncommon  abilities,  and  poffefled  of  many  great 
and  amiable  qualifications,  and  as  a  pattern  of  conju- 
gal virtue.  Her  remains  were  interred  with  great 
iolemnity,  on  the  17th  of  December,  in  a  new  vault, 
in  Henry  the  Seventh's  chapel,  in  Weftminfter 
abbey. 

A  little  before  this  event  took  place,  the  Jamaica 
merchants  petitioned  the  king  to  be  protected  again  ft 
the  great  and  violent  interruptions  and  feizures  com- 
mitted by  Spanifli  guard-ftiips,  called  guarda  coftas, 
in  the  American  leas  j  who,  under  pretence  of  guard- 
ing their  own  Coafts,  flopped  and  fearched  all  Britifti 
(hips  that  came  in  their  way.    Many  of  thefe  they 
forcibly  feized,  inhumanly  treated  the  commanders 
and  feamen,  and  condemned  the  (hips  and  cargoes  as 
lawful  prizes,  in  manifeft  violation  of  folcmn  treaties 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spain.    They  therefore 
humbly  prayed  his  majelty  to  procure  to  his  fubje&s 
fatisfa&ion  for  their  loffes    and  that  no  Britifli  veflcl 
be  detained  or  fearched  on  the  higfc  feas  by  any  nation, 
under  any  pretence  whatever ;  and  thereby,  that  the 
trade  to  America  might  be  rendered  fafe  for  the  future. 
His  majcfty  promifed  the  merchants  to  interpofe,  in- 
order  to  procu/e  a  redrefs  of  their  grievances,  upon 
their  making  good  their  allegations  to  the  privy- 
council,  which  they  afterwards  did. 

*  Smoilet'i  Hiltgry  o*  England,  Vol.  X,  p  4«a. 
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In  this  difpute  with  Spain,  each  fide  was,  in  fome 
meafure,  in  the  wrong.  The  Spaniards  being  ex- 
tremely attentive  to  exclude  all  other  Europeans  from 
a  participation  of  their  trade  in  the  gulph  of  Mexico, 
their  guarda  coftas  frequently  exceeded  their  powers, 
by  fearching  and  plundering  Brictih  fhips  when  failing 
on  the  American  feas,  fo  far  diftant  from  the  Spanifo 
fliore  as  to  give  no  juft  ground  of  fufpicion  that  a 
clandeftine  trade  was  carrying  on.  On  the  other 
hand,  notwithftanding  the  treaty  entered  into  between 
England  and  Spain  in  1670,  had  ever  fince  continued 
injull  force,  whereby  Englifh  (hips  were  not  fuffered 
to  refort  or  trade  to  the  coafts  of  New  Spain,  and  its 
adjoining  Spanilh  provinces,  yet  veflels  from  Ja- 
maica, and  other  colonies,  allured  by  the  gain  arifing 
from  fuch  traffic*  would  frequently  brave  the  dangers 
to  which  it  was  expofed.  And  after  all,  the  right  of 
the  Englifh  to  cut  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Campeachy 
was  never  given  up.  It  fhould  feem  that  the  two  courts 
thought  it  too  delicate  a  point  to  be  difcufied  ;  and, 
therefore,  in  all  their  negotiations  rather  chofe  to  leave 
the  matter  doubtful  than  to  bring  it  to  a  full  and 
final  decifion. 

On  the  24th  of  January,  1738,  his  majefty  opened 
die  feffion  of  parliament  with  a  fliort  fpeech,  and 
each  houfe  prelented  an  addrefs  of  condolence  on  the 
queen's  death.  After  warm  debates  on  a  (landing 
army,  in  which  thofe  who  oppofed  the  miniftry  en* 
deavoured  in  vain  to  have  the  forces  reduced,  a  pe- 
tition was  prefented  in  relation  to  the  depredations  of 
the  Spaniards  in  America.  The  Spaniards,  ever 
fince  the  treaty  of  Seville,  had  difputed  the  right  of 
the  Englilh  to  cut  logwood  in  the  bay  of  Campeachy, 
and  to  gather  fait  in  the  ifland  of  Tortuga,  on  the 
coaft  of  Terra  Firma;  though  that  right  was  ac- 
knowledged by  implication,  in  all  the  treaties  which 
had  been  lately  concluded  between  the  two  nations. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chap.  I.]    .  of  GREAT  BRITAIN,  4* 

The  captains  of  the  Spanifti  guarda  coftas  had  feized 
and  detained  a  great  number  of  Britifti  veflelsj  im- 
prifoned  their  crews,  and  confifcated  their  cargoes,  in 
violation  of  treaties,  and  in  defiance  of  common  jus- 
tice and  humanity.    Walpole  was  very  averfe  to  a 
war*  from  his  knowing  that  France  and  Spain  were 
now  clofely  united  by  politics,  as  well  as  by  confan- 
guinity;  and  he  made  no  doubt  that  in  cafe  of  a 
rupture,  they  would  join  their  forces  againft  Great- 
Britain.    This  minifter,  whofe  talents  confifted  in  ma- 
naging a  houfe  of  commons,  and  who  was  a  perfect 
mafter*of  all  the  arts  of  financiering;,  was  fenfibleof 
the  difficulties  in  which  a  war  would  involve  him. 
In  (hort  all  his  meafures  were  dire&ed  to  the  prefer- 
vation  of  his  power,  to  which  the  honour  and  dig- 
nity of  the  nation  were  facrificed.    The  fears  he  dif- 
covered  only  ferved  to  increafe  the  enemies  infblencfe 
and  pride.    However,  the  complaints  of  the  mer- 
chants were  loud  enough  to,  reach  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons :  their  letters  and  memorials  were  produced,  and 
their  grievances  enforced  at  the  bar  by  council.  Here; 
they  expatiated  on  the  violences  to  which  they  had 
been  expofed,  and  implored  relief  from  parliament. 
Among  thefe  was  the  cafe  or  captain  Jenkins,  the 
matter  of  a  Scotch  merchant  ftiip,  who  was  boarded 
by  a  Spanifh  guarda  cofta,  and  treated  in  the  moft 
barbarous  manner,  as  has  been  already  related.  Thefc 
papers  being  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  this  innocent  iufferer  was  examined,  and  being 
aflccd  by  a  member,  what  he  thought  when  he  found 
himfelf  in  the  hands  of  fuch  barbarians  ?  he  bravely 
anfwered,  «'  1  recommended  my  foul  to  God,  and 
my  caufe  to  my  country      The  behaviour  of  this 
honeft  feamen,  the  fight  of  his  ear,  which  was  pro- 
duced, with  his  account  of  the  indignities  offered  tO 
the  nation  and  fovereign  of  Great  Britain,  filled  the 
houfe  with,  indignation.     Mr.  Pulteney  expatiated 
Vol.  IV.      "  H  upon 
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upon  the  wantftn  cruelty  and  injuftice  of  the  Spani- 
ards; demonftrated  from  treaties  the  right  of  the 
BritiQi  traders  to  the  logwood  of  Cumpeachy,  and 
the  fait  of  Tortuga;  exclaimed  againft  the  pufillani- 
mity  of  the  minifter,  and  moved  for  fuch  refolutions 
as  would  evince  the  refentment  of  an  injured  nation, 
and  the  vigour  of  a  Britifh  parliament. 

Thefe  refolutions  were  warmly  combated  by  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  who  affirmed,  that  they  would  fruf- 
trate  the  minifter's  negociations,  intrench  upon  the 
king's  prerogative,  and  precipitate  the  nation  into  an 
unneceflary  and  expenfive  war.  In  the  mean  time 
the  houfe  of  lords  prefented  an  humble  addrefs  to  his 
majefty,  with  their  refolutions,  with  refpeft  to  the 
undoubted  rights  of  the  nation  to  a  free  navigation 
in  America,  and  againft  the  depredations  and  cruel- 
ties of  the  Spaniards*,  and  concluded  with  promifing 
his  majefty,  that  in  cafe  his  powerful  inftances  for 
procuring  reparation,  fatisfa&ion,  and  future  fecurity 
to  his  injured  fubje&s,  mould  fail  of  their  due  effect 
on  the  court  of  Spain,  they  would  zealoufly  and 
chearfully  concur  in  all  fuch  meafures  as  ihould  be- 
come necefTary  for  the  fupport  of  his  majefty's  ho- 
nour, and  the  prefervation  of  the  navigation  and 
commerce  of  the  kingdom.  His  majefty,  in  his  an- 
fwer,  expreiTed  his  fenfibility  of  the  injuries  fuftaincd 
by  his  trading  fubjects  in  America,  and  afiured  them 
of  his  care  to  procure  fatisfaclion  and  reparation  for 
their  lofles,  and  fecurity  for  their  future  navigation. 
The  addrefs  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  the  king's 
anfwer,  were  much  to  the  fame  effect.  This  conduct 
of  the  parliament  caufed  a  negotiation  to  be  fet  on 
foot  between  the  two  crowns. 
.  On  the  4th  of  June,  1738,  the  princefs  of  Wales 
was  delivered  of  his  prcfent  majefty,  whofe  birth  was 
celebrated  with  uncommon  rejoicings ;  addreffes  of 
congratulation  were  prefented  to  the  king  by  the  two 
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univerfities,  and  almoft  all  the  cities  and  towns  of  the 
kingdom.  But  the  prince  of  Wales  dill  laboured 
under  his  majefty's  difpleafure ;  and  no  perfon  who 
vifited  the  prince  was  admitted  to  the  court  of  St. 
James's.  His  royal  highnefs  was  diverted  of  all  the 
external  marks  of  royalty,  and  lived  like  a  privare 
nob'eman,  cultivating  the  virtues  of  a  private  life, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  conjugal  felicity. 

In  the  mean  time,  rear-admiral  Haddock  fet  fail 
for  the  Mediterranean,  in  order  to  give  weight  to  the 
negociations  of  the  Britifli  minifter  at  the  court  of 
Madrid.  The  feflion  of  parliament  was  opened  on 
the  firft  of  February,  1739,  when  the  king  informed 
both  houics  in  his  fpcech,  that  he  had  concluded  a 
convention  with  the  king  of  Spain,  who  had  obliged 
himfelf  to  make  reparation  to  the  Britifli  fubjec~h  for 
their  lodes,  by  certain  (lipulated  payments  :  that  ple- 
nipotentiaries were  appointed  for  regulating  the 
grievances  and  abufes  which  had  hitherto  interrupted 
the  commerce  of  Great  Britain  in  the  American  feas; 
and  for  fettling  all  matters  in  difpute,  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner, as  rbr  the  future  to  prevent  and  remove  all 
new  caules  of  complaint.  The  convention  was  foort 
after  publifhed,  in  which  it  was  agreed,  that  within 
fix  weeks  after  the  day  on  which  the  ratifications 
were  exchanged,  twominifters  plenipotentiaries  mould 
meet  at  Madrid,  finally  to  regulate  the  pretenfions 
of  the  two  crowns,  with  refpedt  to  the  trade  and  na- 
vigation in  America,  and  to  the  limits  of  Florida 
and  Carolina :  that  his  Catholic  majefty  fhould  pay 
to  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  the  fum  of  ninety-five 
thoqfand  pounds  fterling,  for  a  balance  due  to  the 
crown  and  fubjects  of  Great  Britain,  after  deducting 
the  demands  of  the  crown  and  fubjecls  of  Spain  ; 
and  that  his  Catholic  majefty  fhould  caufe  that  fum 
to  be  paid  at  London,  within  four  months  after  tho 
r?tificar.ions  were  exchanged.    This  was  the  fubftance 
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of  the  convention,  which  alarmed  the  merchants  and 
traders  of  Great  Britain,  filled  the  people  wfth  in- 
dignation, and  raifed  a  general  outcry  againft  the  mi- 
nifter. 

The  eyes  of  the  whole  kingdom  were  now  turned 
Upon  the  houfe  of  commons.  The  two  contending 
parties  fummoned  their  whole  ftrength  for  the  ap- 
proaching difpute;  and  on  the  day  appointed  for 
confidering  the  convention,  four  hundred  members 
had  taken  their  feats  by  eight  in  the  morning.  Se- 
veral days  were  employed  in  reading  papers,  and  ob- 
taining information :  at  length  Horatio  Walpole  hav- 
ing launched  out  in  praife  of  the  convention,  moved 
for  an  addrefs  of  approbation  to  his  majefty.  Now 
all  the  officers  and  adherents  of  the  prince  of  Wales 
joined  in  the  oppofition ;  and  he  himfelf  fat  in  the 
gallery  to  hear  the  debates.  Sir  Thomas  Sanderibn, 
treafurer  to  his  royal  highnefs,  obfcrved,  that  the 
Spaniards,  by  this  convention,  in  (lead  of  giving  us 
reparation,  had  obliged  us  to  give  them  a  general  re- 
leafe.  They  had  not  even  allowed  the  word  fatis- 
faction  to  be  fo  much  as  mentioned  in  the  treaty. 
Even  the  Spanilh  pirate,  who  had  cut  off  the  ear  of 
captain  Jenkins,  and  ufed  the  moft  infulting  expref- 
lion  towards  the  per/bn  of  the  king ;  an  expreffion 
which  no  man  who  had  a  regard  for  his  fovereign 
could  ever  forgive ;  even  this  fellow  was  fuffcred  to 
enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  rapine,  and  remained  a  living 
teftimony  of  the  cowardly  tamenefs  and  mean  fub- 
miflion  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  the  triumphant 
haughtinefs  and  ftubborn  pride  of  Spain.  Mr.  Pitt 
alfo  declaimed,  with  great  energy,  againft  the  con- 
vention, as  infecure,  unfatisfaftory,  and  di {honoura- 
ble to  Great  Britain. 

The  minifters,  in  vindication  of  the  convention, 
aflferted,  that  the  fatisfa&ion  granted  by  Spain,  was 
adequate  to  the  injury  received :  that  it  was  only  the 
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preliminary  of  a  treaty  that  would  remove  all  caufes 
of  complaint :  that  war  was  always  expcnfive  and 
detrimental  to  a  trading  nation,  as  well  as  uncertain 
in  its  events  :  that  France  and  Spain  would  certainly 
join  their  forces,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture  with  Great 
Britain ;  and  that  war  would  favour  the  caufe  and 
defigns  of  a  popifh  pretender.  The  houfe,  upon  a 
divifcon,  agreed  to  the  addrefs;  but  when  a  motion 
was  made  for  its  being  recommitted,  the  two  parties 
renewed  the  engagement  with  redoubled  eagernefs  and 
impctuofity.  Sir  William  Wyndham  and  Mr,  Pul- 
teney,  poured  all  the  thunder  of  their  eloquence 
againft  the  infolence  of  Spain,  and  the  conceffions  of 
the  Britiih  miniftry.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  exerted  all 
his  fortitude  and  dexterity  in  defence  of  himfclf  and 
his  meafures ;  and  the  queftion  being  put,  the  refo- 
lutions  for  the  addrefs  was  carried  by  a  fmall  majo- 
rity. To  fuch  a  degree  of  mutual  animofity  were 
both  (ides  inflamed,  that  the  mod  eminent  members 
of  the  minority  left  the  houfe,  and  returned  no  more 
to  it  during  that  feflion. 

The  difpute  on  the  fame  fubjedt,  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  was  maintained  with  equal  warmth :  it  was 
learned,  long,  and  carried  on  with  great  fpirit  j  but 
ended  alfo  in  the  defeat  of  thofe  who  ftigmatized  the 
treaty ;  and  the  houfe  agreed  to  thank  his  majefty  for 
his  gracious  condefcenfion  in  laying  the  convention 
before  them,  and  acknowledged  his  great  prudence  in 
bringing  the  demands  of  his  fubjeets  for  their  palt 
lodes  to  a  final  adjuftment :  at  the  fame  time  they  af- 
fured  his  majefty,  that  in  cafe  his  juft  expectations 
fhould  not  be  anfwered,  the  houfe  would  heartily  and 
zealoufly  concur  in  all  fuch  meafures  as  ihouid  be  nc* 
ceffary  to  vindicate  his  majefty*s  honour,  and  to  pre* 
ferve  to  bis  fubje&s  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  thofe 
rights  to  which  they  were  entitled  by  treaty  and  the 
law  of  nations.   At  the  head  of  thofe  who  voted 
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againft  the  addrcfs,  was  the  prince  of  Wales :  and 
his  example  was  followed  by  fix  dukes,  twenty-two 
earls,  four  vilcounts,  eighteen  barons,  four  bimops, 
and  fixteen  proxies ;  and  a  fpirited  proteft  was  entered 
and  fubferibed  by  thirty-nine  peers. 

As  Spain  had  engaged  to  pay  a  large  fum  of  money 
by  this  convention,  fome  time  after,  when  the  mi- 
nifter  demanded  a  fupply,  upon  a  different  occafion, 
lord  Bathurft  moved  to  know,  whether  Spain  had 
paid  the  fums  ftipulated,  as  the  time  limited  for  the 
payment  was  expired.  The  duke  of  Newcaftle,  by 
his  majefty's  permiflion,*  acquainted  the  houfe,  that 
it  was  not  paid  ;  and  that  Spain  had  affigned  no  rea- 
fon  for  the  delay.  In  fome  meafure,  therefore,  to 
atone  for  his  former  flownefs,  the  minifter  now  began 
to  put  the  nation  into  a  condition  for  war.  Letters 
of  reprifals  were  granted  againft  the  Spaniards.  Thefc 
preparations  were  regarded  by  the  Spanifti  court  as 
actual  hoftilities.  The  French  ambaflador  at  the 
Hague  declared,  that  the  king  his  mafter  was  obliged, 
by  treaties,  to  aflift  the  king  of  Spain  *,  he  di (loaded 
the  Dutch  from  efpoufing  the  caufe  of  England  ;  who 
promifed  him  an  inviolable  neutrality.  It  is  curious 
enough  to  confider  the  revolutions  which  the  politi- 
cal fyftem  of  Europe  had  undergone.  Not  above 
twenty  years  before,  France  and  England  were  com- 
bined againft  Spain ;  at  prefent,  France  and  Spain 
united  againft  England.  Thofe  ftatefmen  who  build 
upon  alliances  as  a  lading  bafis  of  power,  will  fooner 
or  later  find  that  they  have  trufted  to  a  rope  of  fand. 

In  the  convention  the  differences  fubfifting  between 
the  crown  of  Spain  and  the  Englifti  South-Sea  Com- 
pany, had  not  been  included  ;  and  what  greatly  tended 
to  increafe  the  national  difguft  at  this  compact  was, 
that  the  king  of  Spain  had  made  a  declaration  or  pro- 
teft, in  which  he  infilled  as  a  preliminary  condition, 
on  which  alone  he  would  ratify  the  convention, 
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44  that  he  would  referve  to  himfclf  in  its  full  force  the 
right  of  being  able  to  fufpend  the  afllento  for  negroes, 
and  of  difpatching  the  neceffary  orders  for  the  execu- 
tion thereof,  in  cafe  the  South-Sea  Company  did  not 
fubject  herfelf  to  pay,  within  a  ftiort  time,  the  fum 
of  fixty-eight  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  which  (he 
had  confeffed  to  be  owing  on  the  duty  for  negroe.% 
according  to  the  regulation  of  fifty- two  pence  per 
dollar,  and  on  the  profits  of  the  fhip  Royal  Caroline." 
The  injuftice  of  this  demand  on  the  company  was  fo 
apparent,  that  foon  after  the  proprietors,  when  affem- 
bled  in  a  general  court,  refolved  not  to  pay  it,  until 
the  king  of  Spain  had  accounted  to  them  for  all 
the  fcizures  and  captures  of  their  fhips  and  merchan- 
dize, and  which  amounts  he  had  by  former  agree- 
ments engaged  to  refund  to  them.  The  company's 
effeite  to  a  vaft  amount  had  been  feized  on  the  rup- 
ture, in  the  year  17 18  :  their  loffes  fuftained  on  that 
occafion,  were  computed  to  a  million  of  dollars,  or 
nearly  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds 
flerling.  Thefe  the  king  of  Spain  had  bound  him- 
fclf to  make  good  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  in  the 
year  1721.  Another  caufe  of  complaint,  which  the 
company  exhibited  againft  his  Catholic  majefty  was, 
his  caufing  every  thing  in  his  dominions  which  be- 
longed to  them  to  be  feized,  at  the  time  that  he  laid 
fiege  to  Gibraltar  in  1727  ;  the  amount  of  which  was 
laid  at  half  a  million  of  dollars,  or  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  thoufand  pounds  Iterling,  For 
both  thefe  loffes,  no  adequate  return  had  been  made, 
although  fuch  confifcations  were  the  more  unjuft,  be- 
caufe  exprefly  contrary  to  the  afliento  contract,  in 
which  it  is  exprefly  ftipulated,  that  whatever  differ- 
ences may  arife  between  the  two  crowns,  the  com- 
pany fhall  always  be  allowed  two  months  for  the  re- 
moval of  their  effects.  The  company  had  likewife 
demands  on  the  king  of  Spain  for  one  fourth  part  of 

all 


Digitized  by  Google 


$6       NAVAL  HISTORY      [Boor  VI* 

all  their  loffcs  fuftained  ih  trade,  as  by  the  affi- 
ento  contract  he  was  to  be  a  quarter  part  lharer 
therein. 

Mean  while,  an  EngHfh  fquadron  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean took  two  rich  Caracca  fhips :  the  king  ifiued 
orders  for  augmenting  his  land  forces,  and  raiting  a 
body  of  marines ;  and  many  (hips  were  put  into  com- 
miffion;  while  admiral  Vernoh  was  ferit  to  the  Weft- 
Indies,  to  a  flu  me  the  command  of  a  fquadron  in  thofe 
feas.  This  gentleman  had  rendered  himfelf  cohfi- 
derable  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  by  loudly  con- 
demning all  the  meafures  of  the  miniftry,  and  bluntly 
fpeaking  his  fentiments,  without  refpect  of  perfons. 
He  was  efteemed  a  good  officer ;  and  his  boifterous 
manner  feemcd  to  enhance  his  character.  Having 
once  commanded  a  fquadron  in  Jamaica,  he  was  well 
acquainted  with  thofe  feas ;  and  in  a  debate  on  the 
infults  committed  by  the  Spaniards,  affirmed  that 
Porto-Bello,  on  the  Spanilh  fnain,  might  be  eafily 
taken  With  only  fix  fliips.  This  was  ecchoed  from 
the  mouths  of  all  the  members  in  the  oppofition  5 
and  the  minifter,  in  order  to  appeafe  the  clamours  of 
the  people,  fent  him  as  commander  in  chief  to  the 
Weft-Indies. 

The  court  of  Madrid  iflued  orders  forfeizinga-11  fhips 
and  effects  belonging  toBritifhfubje&s  in  the  dominion* 
of  Spain,  and  themfelves  to  depart  inftantly.  Here- 
upon Gerald ino,  envoy  extraordinary  from  Spain, 
and  Terry,  his  Catholic  majefty's  agent  at  London, 
for  the  afliento  contract,  Were  obliged  to  leave  the 
kingdom  •,  and  war  was  declared  in  London  againft 
Spain,  on  the  23d  day  of  October  1739,  for  main- 
taining the  honour  of  the  Britifh  crown  and  kingdom, 
and  obtaining  redreis  for  the  much  injured  merchants 
and  traders,  who  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  made 
earncft  petitions  for  relief. 

We 
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We  fhall  clofe  this  chapter  with  taking  a  general, 
view  of  the  ftate  of  the  trade  and  commerce  or  Great" 
Britain,  during  the  twelve  years  of  which  it  treats, 

'  In  the  Britilh  American  provinces  of  Pennfylvania,' 
Virginia,  and  Maryland,  mines  of  iron-ftone  were 
about  this  time  found,  which  they  foon  after  learned' 
to  fmelt  down  into  pigs  and  fows,  and  then  to  draw 
them  out, by  flatting  mills  into  bars.  They  have  alfo' 
found  lead ;  and  they  had  before  found  copper  in 
New  York. 

*  By  an  aft  of  parliament  paffed  in  the  3d  year  of 
king  George  II.  *  the  people  of  Carolina  were  allowed" 
to  carry  rice  to  thofe  parts  of  Spain  and  Portugal, 
which  lie  on  the  ocean,  as  well  as  up  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  even  to  Italy  and  the  gulph  of  Venice, 
and  all  the  Spanifh  and  Portugal  ifles,  provided  it  be 
carried  in  Britilh  fhips,  navigated  as  by  the  afts  of 
navigation,  and  no  other  commodity  be  fo  carried  but 
rice  only.  This  beneficial  privilege  was  five  years' 
after  extended  to  the  province  of  Georgia.  By  means 
hereof  our  plantation  rice  has  fupplanted  the  rice  of 
Verona  and  Egypt  wherever  it  is  carried. 

In  the  month  of  Auguft  1730,  the  Englifh  Levant' 
or  Turky  Company,  mipped  ten  thoufand  pieces  of" 
broad-cloth,  in  four  (hips  for  the  Levanr,  which 
proves  the  very  beneficial  commerce  at  that  time  car- 
ried on  f.  , 

In  the  month  of  Oftober  that  fame  year,  the  fol- 
lowing goods  were  imported  from  the  Englifh  Ame- 
rican colonies,  which  at  that  time  were  entirely  new 
productions,  though  many  of  them  have  fince  in-» 
created  fo  as  to  become  of  very  great  importance. 

Two  tons  of  iron  from  our  ifland  of  St.  Chrifto- 
phers  j  found  in  that  part  of  the  ifland,  which  for-.' 
merly  was  poffeffed  by  the  French. 

*  Cap.  29.  f  Anderfon  on  Commerce,  Vol.  II.  p.  329. 

>  Vol.  IV 'i  I  Fifty 
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fifty  hundred  wrigbt  of  hemp,  raifed  in  New  Eng- 
land and  Carolina. 

Scventjr-wo  jwgs  qf  vool.  produced  in  the  ifland* 
of  Jamaica,  St.  Cnriftophers,  &c. 

Forty  tons  of  irpn— thirty  hundred  weigjn  qf  cop- 
jjer-prcrrrone  hundred  and  fifty-fix  quintals  of  bce$- 
\ya£—  three  hundred  weight  of  hemp— three  hundred 
weight  of.  raw  filk.   Thefe  articles  raifed  and  pro? 
cjuced  in  the  province  (if  Virginia, 

It  was  fuppofed  by  a  judicious  writer  of  that  time, 
that  Great  Britain  thpn  gained  one  million  fterling  by 
her  American  commerce,  and  that  eighteen  thoufand 
l^a.  men  and  fifl^ermen  were  thereby  employed  * . 

During  tne  year  1731*  it  appears  by  the  entries; 
at  the  cuuprn-bbufr,  that  there  was  re-exported  from 
the  port  of  London  alone,  fifteen  millions  feven  hun7 
dred  and  eigfity-feven  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fiftyr 
five  lb.  weight  avcrdupoize  of  tobacco,  and  of  fugar 
fifty-eigh;  thpufapd  four  hundred  and  forty-fix  hun-* 
dred  weight.  The  whole  exports  from  whence,  con7 
filled  of  one  hundred  and  five  articles,  or  different 
fpecies  of  merchandize  \  many  of  which  were  very 
confiderable  one$,  as  in  the  woollen  manufacture 
*lone,  via.  eight  hundred  and  ninety-four  foits  of 
apparel— two,  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fixtcen  pair 
ot  bankets— three  thouiand  eight  hundred  and  forty? 
feven  dozen  of  caps— f,en  thouftnd  four  hundred  and 
thirty-feven  dozen  of  caftors  and  felts— cloths  long 
and  ihort  four  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  twenty? 
two- — coverlids  three  hundred  and  eighty-five— Flan- 
nel forty-eight  thoufand  four  hundred  and  thirty-fi^ 
yards— Garments  one  thoufand  five  hundred  an4 
ieven.t.y.feven— Haberd^flicry  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-feven  hundred  freight— Hofe  feven  thoufend 
feven  hundred  and  feveoty -three  dozen— kerfies  and 

•  The  importance  of  the  Bririm  plantations  in  America  to  this  king- 
dom, &c.  confiikrcd  nuntcdin 
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dozens  t*o  thoufand  three  hurrdred  and  nineteen-** 
perpcts  one  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-five— 
plains  nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  forry— goads— 
fugs  feven  hundred  and  thirteen— Mluffs  and  bays 
thirty-eight  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  fifteen  pieces; 
^befides  Eaft-lndia  goods  in  vaft  quantities:  iron, 
*  copper,  and  brafs  ware;  lead  and  tin;  tinned  plates,; 
liner*  thread  and  tapes,  fail-cloth,  &c. 
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la  the  year  1732,  the  South-Sea  Company  font  out 
their  fliips  amounting  to  twenty-one  in  number,  on  the 
whalcfilbery.  ButnotwithiUndingthofefliips  brought 
home  twenty-four  whales  and  a  half,  yet  it  proved, 
a  very  lofing  voyage.  During  eight  years  in  which 
(the  company  had  purfued  this  filhery,  their  accounts 
vrere  ftated  as  follows : 

Their  i flues  or  dilburfements  on  acO    £.  s.JL 

count  of  the  Greenland  whalefifhcry  >  262,172  9  £ 

for  eight  years,  amounted  to  J 
Total  amount  of  the  fale  of  their  oil' 

and  whale-fins  in  the  eight  years  $ 

as  alfo  of  all  their  (hips,  Sores,  and 

utenfils        —  — 
The  net  balance  or  lofs  fuftained  by  1  ■ 

the  South-sSea  Company's  Green- [177,782  3  q 

land  filhery  in  principal  money  alone  j 
If  the  intcreft  upon  this  fum  is  reck-  7  £ 

oned,  the  lofs  will  amount  to        J  237>M2  6  t 

The  number  of  fhips  employed  in  the  merchants 
fervicc  in  the  port  of  London,  as  appears  from  the 
general  regifter  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  was  one  thouftnd* 
four  hundred  and  feventeen,  from  fifteen  tons  tct 
feven  hundred  and  fifty  burden.  Thefe  (hips  amounted 
to  one  hundred  and  feventy-eight  thoufand  five  hun~ 
dred  and  firty-feven  tons,  and  were  navigated  by  twenty* 
one  thoufcnd  feven  hundred  and  niriety-feven  men. 
One  hundred  and  thirty  were  from  three  hundred  to 
five  hundred  tons;  eighty-three  from  two  hundred  tor 
three  hundred  ;  alt  the  reft  were  under  two  hundred 
tons  except  the  great  South-Sea  Company's  fhip  of 
feven  hundred  and  fifty  tons  * 

Soon  after  the  South-Sea  Company  had  raid  aftde 
theii:  whale  fifheey,  the  parliament  granted  a  bounty 

.    f  MftitfaKf*  Survey  of  London,  under  tbo  year  iy%t4 
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of  twenty  (hillings  per  ton  on  all  Ihips  fitted  out 
at  any  port  of  Great  Britain,  of  two  hundred  tons  or 
upwards  for  this  fifhery,  and  navigated  according  to 
law*. 

On  the  28th  day  of  March  1734,  a  general  court 
of  the  South-Sea  Company,  upon  the  repeated  re- 
preientation  of  Sir  Thomas  Geraldino,  the  king-  of 
Spain's  agent  at  London,  for  the  affairs  of  the  afiicnto 
trade  of  that  company,  concerning  the  bad  manage- 
ment of  their  factors,  unanimoufly  agreed  to  impower 
their  court  of  directors,  to  prefent  an  humble  addrefs 
to  his  majcfty,  defiring  his  royal  confent  to  difpofe  of 
the  trade,  and  tonnage  of  the  company's  annual  (hip. 

The  coinage  during  the  firft  feven  years  of  king 
George  the  Second's  reign,  amounted  in  gold  to  forty- 
three  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  forty  lb.  weight, 
which  at  forty-four  pounds  ten  (hillings  per  lb.  makes 
in  tale  one  million  nine  hundred  and  fifty-five  thou- 
fand three  hundred  and  thirty  pounds.  The  filver 
coinage  was  eight  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  forty- 
two  lb.  weight,  which  at  three  pounds  two  ihillings 
per  lb.  weight,  makes  in  tale  twentyrfeven  thoufand 
qne  hundred  pounds  and  four  (hillings  -f\ 

The  French  had  fo  much  improved  their  EafU 
India  commerce,  that  they  fitted  out  in  one  year 
fourteen  (hips  for  that  trade,  from  the  port  of  L'Orient 
in  Bretagne. 

The  Britilh  parliament  paffed  an  aft  in  the  year 
1735,  by  which  the  net  rents  and  profits  of  theeftates 
forfeited  by  the  attainder  of  the  earl  of  Derwcntwa- 
ter  and  Charles  Ratcliffe,  were  applied  to  the  com- 
pletion of  Greenwich  hofpita)  in  the  firft  place,  and 
were  appropriated  in  perpetuity  for  the  fupport  of. 
that  royai-hofpital,  for  the  better  maintenance  of 
the  feamen  therein,  worn  out  and  become  decrepit  ir^ 

*  Sixth  of  George  II.  Cap.  33,         f  Boyer's  Political  State. 
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the  fervicc  of  their  country.  By  this  a&,  all  feamcn 
in  the  merchant's  fervicc,  who  ftiall  happen  to  be 
maimed,  not  only  as  in  a  former  aft,  in  fighting 
againft  pirates,  but  alfo  in  fighting  againft  any  enemy 
whatfocver,  fhall  be  admitted  into,  and  provided  for 
in  that  hofpital,  in  the  fame  manner  as  any  feaman 
maimed,  wounded,  or  difabled  in  the  king's  actual 
fervice  *. 

It  was  afferted  in  a  judicious  pamphlet  f,  publifhed 
in  Ireland  about  this  time,  that  the  exportation  from 
Cork  during  the  year  1735,  were  as  follows :  one 
hundred  and  feven  thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty- 
one  barrels  of  beef — feven  thoufand  three  hundred 
and  feventy-nine  barrels  of  pork— thirteen  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  fixty-one  cafks  or  eighty-five  thou- 
fand feven  hundred  and  twenty-feven  firkins  of  but- 
ter. The  linen  manufa&ure  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
had  not  then  reached  that  perfection  which  they  have 
fince  attained,  not  only  in  the  province  of  Uifter, 
where  it  was  firft  eftabliihed,  but  over  the  three  ad- 
joining provinces. 

It  appears  that  on  the  23d  day  of  October  173$, 
one  hundred  and  fifty-one  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
nineteen  yards  of  linen,  manufactured  in  Scotland, 
were  brought  into  the  port  of  London,  and  alfo  three 
thoufand  fpindlcs  of  their  linen  yarn.  The  linea 
manufafture  of  Scotland  and  Ireland,  every  year  vU 
iibly  increafed,  whereby  the  poor  were  ufefully  em- 
ployed, and  the  importation  of  foreign  linens  gra^ 
dually  leflened. 

*  Eight  George  II.  Cap.  f-The  Qgfrift, 
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Memoirs  of  George  Bync,  Lord  Torrington, 
Rear-Admiral  of  Great  Britain. 

THIS  eminent  commander  was  the  fon  of  John 
Byng,  Efq;  of  Wrotham  in  the  county  of  Kent,  by 

Philadelphia,  daughter  of  Johnfon,  .Efq;  of 

Loans,  in  Surry.  His  father's  family  can  be  regu- 
larly traced  to  the  reign  of  Henry  VII.. 

Mr.  George  Byng,  the  fubjeft  of  thefe  memoirs, 
was  born  in  the  year  1663,  and  when  he  was  no  more 
than  fifteen  years  of  age,  he  went  a  volunteer  to  fea, 
with  the  king's  warrant,  given  him  at  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  duke  of  York  *. 

In  1681  he  quitted  the  fea-fervice,  upon  the  invi- 
tation of  general  Kirk,  governor  of  Tangier,  and 
fcrved  as  a  cadet  to  the  grenadiers  of  that  garrifon, 
till  on  a  vacancy,  which  foon  after  happened,  the  ge- 
neral, who  always  patronized  him  with  great  friend- 
ihip,  made  him  enfign  of  his  own  company,  and 
foon  after  a  lieutenant.  In  1684,  after  the  demoli- 
tion of  Tangier,  the  earl  of  Dartmouth,  general  of 
the  fra  and  land  forces,  appointed  Mr.  Byng  lieute- 
nant of  the  Orford,  from  which  time  he  continued 
in  the  fea-fervice  until  his  death-,  but  for  feveral 
years  he  held  his  commiflion  in  the  land-fervice. 
.  In  1685,  he  went  lieutenant  in  his  majefty's  Ihip 
the  Phcenix,  to  the  Eaft-Indies,  in  which  voyage  he 
well-nigh  loft  his  life;  for  his  Ihip  meeting  with  an 
Afiatic  pirate,  the  Englifh  engaged  her*  and  Mr. 
Byng  at  the  head  of  a  felec"k  party,  boarded  the  cor- 
fair,  who  all  the  time  maintained  a  defperate  fight, 
fo  that  moll  of  thofe  who  entered  the  (hip  with  him 
were  (lain,  he  himfelf  was  alio  defperately  wounded, 

•  Collins**  Peerage,  Vol.  VI.  p.  306.  Edit.  1768. 

and 
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and  the  pirate  finking.  In  this  condition  he  was  taken 
out  of  the  fea  with  fcarce  anv  remains  of  life. 

In  the  year  1688,  being  firft  lieutenant  to  Sir  John 
Alhby,  in  the  fleet  commanded  by  the  earl  of  Dart- 
mouth, and  fitted  out  to  oppofe  the  defigns  of  the 
prince  of  Orange,  he  was  in  a  particular  manner  en- 
trufted  and  employed  in  the  intrigues  then  carrying 
on  among  the  mod  confiderable  officers  of  the  fleec 
in  favour  of  that  prince,  and  was  the  perfon  entrufled 
by  them  to  carry  their  fecret  afiurances  of  obedience 
to  his  highnefs,  to  whom  he  was  privately  introduced 
at  Sherbourn,  by  admiral  Ruffel,  afterwards  earl  of 
Orford.  At  his  return  to  the  fleet,  the  earl  of  Dart- 
mouth fent  him,  with  captain  Aylmer  and  captain 
Haftings  to  carry  a  meffagc  of  fubmiflion  to  the 
prince  at  Windfor,  who  made  him  captain  of  ther 
Conftant  Warwick,  a  fourth-rate  man  of  war*. 

In  1690  he  commanded  the  Hope,  a  third-rate, 
and  was  fecond  to  Sir  George  Rooke  in  the  battle  off 
Bcachy. 

In  the  years  1601  and  1692,  he  was  captain  of  the 
Royal  Oak,  and  ierved  under  admiral  Ruflfel,  com- 
mander  in  chief  of  the  fleet.  Nor  were  his  merits 
concealed  from  that  great  officer,  for  he  diftinguifhed 
him  in  a  very  particular  manner  by  promoting  him  to 
the  rank  of  his  firft  captain.  In  which  ftation  he 
ferved  during  the  years  1694  and  1695,  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, where  the  defigns  of  the  French  againft 
Barcelona  were  prevented  and  alfo  the  next  year 
1996  in  the  Channel,  to  oppofe  the  intended  invafion 
of  king  James,  which  upon  the  appearance  of  the 
fleer,  was  laid  afide. 

In  1702  a  war  breaking  out,  he  accepted  the  com- 
mand of  the  Naffau,  a  third-rate,  and  was  at  the 
tak  ing  and  burning  the  French  fleet  at  Vigo. 

*  Collint*t  Peerage,  Vol.  VI.  p.  307. 
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In  the  year  1703,  he  w«  made  rear-admiral  of 
the  red,,  and  fecved  in  the  Mediterranean  fleet,  com- 
manded by  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  who  detached  him 
with  a  fquadron  of  five  men  of  war  to  Algiers,  where 
be  renewed  the  peace  with  that  government*  In  his 
return  home  he  was  in  great  danger  of  being  loft  i# 
the  great  ftorm,  30th  November  1703,  which  over- 
took him  in  the  channel. 

.  In  1704,  he  commanded  on  board  the  Ranelagh,  in 
the  grand  fleet  fent  into  the  Mediterranean,  under  the 
Command  of  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  in  fcarch  of  the 
French  fleet ;  and  it  w*s  he  who  commanded  the 
fquadron  that  attacked  and  cannonaded  Gibraltar  +9 
and,  by  landing  the  Teamen,  whofe  valour  was  on 
this  occafion  remarkably  diftinguilhed,  the  place  ca- 
pitulated the  third  day.  He  was  in  the  battle  off 
Malaga,  which  followed  foon  after-,  and,  for  his  be- 
bavioOr  in  that  aftion,  queen  Anne  conferred  on  him 
the  hfraour  of  knighthood. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  this  year,  the  French 
having  two  ftrong  fquadrons  in  the  Soundings,  befides 
great  numbers  Of  privateers,  which  .greatly  annoyed 
our  trade,  Sir  George  Byng  failed  the  latter  end  of 
January  from  Plymouth,  with  a  fquadron  of  twelve, 
men  of  war,  and  a  large  fleet  of  merchantmen;  and 
after  feeing  the  latter  fafely  out  of  the  Channel,  he 
divided  his  fquadron  to  fuch  advantage,  that  he 
took  twelve  of  their  largeft  privateers,  in  about  two 
months,  together  with  the  Thetis,  a  French  man  of 
war  of  forty  guns,  and  feven  merchant  mips,  moft 
of  them  richly  laden  from  the  Weft-Indies  f.  This 
remarkable  fuccefs  gave  fuch  a  blow  to  the  French 
privateers,  that  they  rarely  ventured  into  the  channel 
during  the  remainder  of  the  year  J. 

*  Burchet's  Naval  Hifto nr,  p.  Ct,$.  f  London  Gazette,  April 

«t»  1705.   The  number  of  men  taken  was  2070,  and  of  guns  334. 
J  See  Vol.  III.  p.  J5S. 
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In  the  year  1705  he  was  made  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue,  and,  upon  the  election  of  a  new  parliament,  was 
returned  one  of  th$  burgeflcs  for  Plymouth ;  which 
place  he  conftantly  afterwards  represented  in  parlia- 
ment till  he  was  created  a  peer  *,  and  one  of  his  fens 
for  many  years  after  was  conftantly  chofen  there. 

During  this  furamer  he  commanded  in  chief  4 
fquadron  in  the  channel  and  blocked  up  the  French, 
fleet  in  Bred  with  a  much  inferior  ftrength*.  In 
1706  the  emperor  being  clofely  befieged  in  Barcelona 
by  lea  and  land,  by  the  duke  of  Anjou,  and  the  placq 
reduced  to  great  extremities,  and  our  fleet  in  the  Me-* 
ditcrranean,  which  was  commanded  by  Sir  John' 
Leake,  being  too  weak  to  relieve  it,  Sir  George 
Byngwas  appointed  to  command  a  fquadron  of  twenty 
fhips  from  England  to  go  to  reinforce  the  fleet,  and 
relieve  the  place.  In  this  fervice  our  adftiral  ufed 
£uch  diligence,  and  fortunately  joined  the  commander 
in  chief  fo  fpeedily,  that  he  may  be  faid  to  have  been 
chiefly  inftrumcntal  in  faving  Barcelona  and  the  Au- 
ftriauking  of  Spain  from  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  Bourbon  alliance.  He  aflifted  at  the  other  en- 
ter prizes  during  that  campaign,  and  commanded  the 
fhips  detached  for  the  redu&ion  of  Carthagena  and 
A 1  icant,  which  he  accomplifhed ;  although  at  the  laft 
place  there  were  above  one  hundred  and  fifty  guns 
facing  the  lea,  many  of  which  Sir  George,  with  only 
five  Slips,  difmounted,  and  drove  the  enemy  from 
themf.  After  this  he  was  appointed  to  command  a 
winter  fquadron  of  eighteen  men  of  war,  and  two 
fire-Ihips,  to  guard  the  coaft  of  Portugal,  according 
to  the  treaty  with  that  prince,  and  to  cruife  in  the 
propereft  places  to  annoy  the  enemy  J. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1707,  Sir  George  was 
ordered  with  a  fquadron  to  Alicant,  with  neceflaries 

•  Peerage  of  England,  ubi  fup.  f  Burchefs  Naval  Hiftory,  694, 
«95*      X  Biographia  Britannic*,  Vol.  II.  p.  1083. 
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for  the  army  in  Spain,  and  accordingly  failed  on  the 
20th  of  March  •,  but  on  his  arrival  off  cape  St.  Vincent 
he  heard  the  melancholy  news  of  the  defeat  of  our 
army  at  the  battle  of  Aimanza,  under  the  command 
of  the  earl  of  Galway,  who  fent  to  the  admiral  to  ac- 
quaint him  with  thediftrefs  he  was  in,  and  dcfired  that 
whatever  he  had  brought  for  the  ufe  of  the  army, 
might  be  carried  to  Tortofa  in  Catalonia,  to  which 
place  his  lordfhip  defigned  to  retreat ;  and  that,  if 
poffible,  he  would  fave  the  fick  and  wounded  men  at 
Denia,  Candia,  and  Valencia,  where  it  was  intended 
Co  embark  every  thing  that  could  be  got  together*. 
This  fervice  the  admiral  performed  ;  and  having  fent 
the  lick  and  wounded  to  Tortofa,  and  being  foon  after 
joined  by  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  from  Lilbon,  pro- 
ceeded together  to  the  coaft  of  Italy,  with  a  Beet  of* 
forty-three  men  of  war  and  fifty  tranfports,  to  fe- 
cond  prince  Eugene  and  the  duke  of  Savoy  in  the 
liege  of  Toulon,  in  which  Sir  George  ferved  in  the 
fecond  poft  "under  Sir  Cloudefley,  and  narrowly  ef- 
caped  fliipwreck  in  his  return  home,  when  that  great 
officer  was  loft ;  for  the  Royal  Anne,  in  which  Sir 
George  carried  his  flag,  was  within  a  (hip's  length  of 
the  rocks  on  which  Sir  Cloudefley  ft  ruck. ;  yet  was 
providentially  faved  by  bis  own  and  his  officers  pre- 
fence  of  mind,  who  in  a  minute's  time  fct  the  fhip's 
topfails,  even  when  one  of  the  rocks  was  under  her 
main-chains. 

In  the  year  1708  he  was  made  admiral  of  the  blue, 
and  commanded  the  fquadron  fitted  out  to  oppofe  the 
invafion  intended  to  be  made  in  Scotland  by  the  pre- 
tenderf . 

While  the  admiral  lay  in  Leith  road,  the  lord-, 
provoft,  and  magiftrates  of  Edinburgh,  to  (hew 
their  grateful  fenfe  of  the  important  lervice  he  had 

*  Burchet's  Naval  Hiitory,  731.  f  See  Vol.  III.  p.  »4S» 
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done  them,  by  thus  drawing  off  the  French  before 
they  had  time  to  land  their  forces,  and  thereby  pre- 
fcrving  not  only  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  but  even  the 
whole  kingdom,  from  the  fatal  cfFecIs  of  a  rebellion 
and  invafion,  refolved  to  prefent  him  with  the  free- 
dom of  their  city,  by  fending,  in  their  name,  Sir  Pa- 
trick Johnfon,  their  late  rcprefentative  in  parliament, 
with  an  inftrument  called  a  burgefs-ticket,  inclofed 
in  a  gold  box,  having  the  arms  of  the  city  on  one 
fide,  and  thefe  words  engraven  on  the  other :  The 
Jord-provoft,  bailiffs,  and  town-council  of  Edinburgh, 
did  prefent  thefe  letters  of  burgeoife  to  Sir  George 
Byng,  admiral  of  the  blue,  in  gratitude  to  him  for 
delivering  this  ifland  from  a  foreign  invafion,  and 
defeating  the  defigns  of  the  French  fleet,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  firth  of  Edinburgh,  the  13th  of  March, 
J708." 

The  nation  was  in  general  diflatisfied  at  the  con- 
duct of  Sir  George  Byng  on  this  occafion,  becaufc 
it  was  weakly  imagined,  that  as  the  admiral  had  once 
got  fight  of  the  French  fleet,  he  had  it  in  his  power 
to  have  taken  every  (hip  of  them.  The  truth  of 
the  matter  was,  that  the  French  having  amufed  the  Jaco- 
bites in  Scotland,  with  a  propofal  about  the  befiegingof 
Edinburgh-Caftle,  Sir  George  Byng  was  particularly 
inftrufted,  by  all  means,  to  prevent  that,  by  hin- 
dering the  French  from  landing  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. This  he  effe&ually  did,  and  by  doing  it,  an* 
fwercd  the  end  for  which  he  was  fent.  The  reafon 
why  Sir  George  could  not  get  pofleflion  of  any  more 
of  the  French  (hips,  appears  from  the  account  which 
the  French  general,  Monfieur  de  Grace,  wrote  the 
king  his  matter.  In  which  he  fays,  that  they  caft, 
anchor  in  the  mouth  of  the  Frith  of  Edinburgh, 
on  the  twenty-third  in  the  afternoon,  New  Stile. 

The  next  day  as  they  were  preparing  to  enter  the 
Frith  they  difcovcrcd  the  Englifti  fquadron,  upon 
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which  M.  Fourbin,  the  French  admiral,  refolved  to 
bear  off  by  the  favour  of  a  land- breeze,  "  which,** 
fays  he,  K  very  luckily  carried  us  from  the  enemy." 
The  Englifti  fleet  gave  chafe,  but  being  difperfed 
when  they  had  neared  the  French  fliips,  M.  Fourbin 
fleered  falfe  during  the  night,  which  faved  his  fquad- 
ron,  for  the  next  day  they  found  thcmfelves  out  of 
reach  of  their  purfuers.  Whereupon  it  was  propofed, 
fincc  they  had  been  prevented  landing  in  the  Frith  of 
Forth,  that  they  fhould  try  if  they  could  reach  In- 
verness, and  land  there,  to  which  the  pretender  rea- 
dily agreed,  and  they  actually  fat  fail,  and  (leered  a 
whole  day  northwards,  with  a  favourable  wind,  but 
at  night  there  arofe  a  ftrong  contrary  wind,  which 
continued  all  the  next  day  with  great  violence ;  and 
they  having  no  pilots  to  guide  them,  and  fearing 
many  other  inconveniences,  refolved  to  return  to  Dun- 
kirk, where  they  arrived  on  the  7thday  of  April,  N.  S  * 
About  the  middle  of  the  fummer,  a  refolution  was 
taken  to  make  a  defcent  on,  or  at  lead  to  alarm,  the 
coaft  of  France,  by  way  of  retaliation  for  the  af- 
front fo  lately  offered  us ;  and  Sir  George  Byng,  as 
admiral,  and  lord  Durfley,  as  vice-admiral  of  the 
blue, were  appointed  tocarry  the  fcheme  into  execution. 
Accordingly,  Sir  George  failed  from  Spithead  on  the 
27th  of  July,  with  the  fleet  and  tranfports,  having 
the  troops  on  board  intended  for  a  defcent,  com- 
manded by  lieutenant-general  Earle,  and  the  next 
day  came  to  an  anchor  off  Deal.  The  29th  they 
Hood  over  to  the  coaft  of  Picardy,  as  well  to  alarm 
as  to  amufe  the  enemy,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  be 
ready  for  funher  orders.  The  ift  of  Auguft  the 
fleet  failed  again,  and  anchored  the  next  day  in  the 
bay  of  Boulognr,  where  they  made  a  feint  of  land- 
ing their  troops :  on  the  3d  they  flood  in  pretty 

•  Biographia  Britannicsu  Art*  Byng,  note  B. 
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near  the  (bore,  to  obfervc  the  condition  of  the 
enemy  :  on  the  4th  they  weighed  again,  but  came  to 
an  anchor  about  noon,  in  the  bay  of  Eftaples* 
Mere  a  detachment  of  troops  were  landed ;  but  the 
projedb  on  fhore,  which  this  defcent  was  to  have  fe- 
conded,  being  laid  afide,  an  exprefs  arrived  from 
England,  on  which  the  troops  were  re-embarked. 

In  this  manner  they  continued  feveral  days  on  the 
coaft  of  France,  creating  the  enemy  inexprefliblc 
trouble;  and  indeed  the  true  defign  of  it  was  only  to 
difturb  the  naval  armaments  on  their  coafts,  and 
oblige  the  French  court  to  march  large  bodies  of 
men  to  protect  their  maritime  towns,  which  neceffa- 
rily  occafioncd  a  diminution  of  their  army  in  Flan- 
ders. 

The  fame  year  Sir  George  had  the  honour  of  con- 
dufting  the  queen  of  Portugal  to  Lifbon  f,  where  a 
commiflion  was  lent  him,  appointing  him  admiral  of 
the  white,  and  her  Portuguese  majefty  prefented  him 
with  her  pidture  fet  with  diamonds,  to  a  very  great 
value. 

In  the  year  1709,  he  was  commander  in  chief  of 
the  fleet  Rationed  in  the  Mediterranean,  during  which 
he  attempted  the  relief  of  the  city  and  caftle  of  Ali- 
cant  J;  and  at  the  fame  time  meditated  a  defign  upon 
Cadiz.  Nor  was  it  his  fault  that  both  did  not  luc- 
ceed  ;  for  he  did  every  thing  that  could  be  expected 
from  him,  in  order  to  render  thefc  important  defigns 
fuccefsful. 

After  his  return  from  this  expedition,  he  was  ap- 
pointed one  of  the  commiflioners  for  executing  the 
office  of  lord  high-admiral ;  in  which  poft  he  con- 
tinued till  fome  time  before  the  queen's  death, 
when,  not  falling  in  with  the  meafures  of  thefe 
times,  he  was  removed  >  but  on  the  acceffion  of 

*  Vol.  III.  p,  173,         +  Idem,  p.  174, 
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king  George  I.  he  was  reftored  to  that  employ- 
ment, and  in  the  year  1715,  on  the  breaking  out  of 
the  rebellion,  appointed  to  command  a  fquadron  in 
the  Downs  ;  with  which  he  kept  fuch  a  watchful  eye 
on  the  French  coaft,  feizing  great  quantities  of  arms 
and  ammunition  (hipped  there  for  the  pretender's  fer- 
vice,  that  his  majefty,  to  reward  his  fervices  created 
him  a  baronet,  prefentcd  him  with  a  ring  of  great 
value,  and  gave  him  other  marks  of  his  royal  fa- 


vour *. 


In  the  year  17 17,  he  was  fent  with  a  fquadron  into 
the  Baltick,  on  difcovering  that  Charles  XII.  had 
formed  a  defign  of  making  a  defcent  upon  England  5 
the  particulars  of  which  have  been  already  men- 
tioned f. 

We  are  now  to  enter  upon  the  moft  remarkable 
fcene  of  adtton  our  admiral  was  ever  engaged  in,  and 
which  he  conducted  with  equal  honour  and  reputa- 
tion to  himfelf  and  the  Britiftr  flag;.  This  was  the 
famous  expedition  of  the  Britifti  fleet  to  Sicily  in  the 
year  1718,  for  the  protection  of  the  neutrality  of 
Italy,  and  the  defence  of  the  emperor's  pofleflions, 
againft  the  invafion  of  the  Spaniards,  who  had  the 
year  before  furprized  Sardinia,  and  had  this  year 
landed  an  army  in  Sicily.  The  circumftances  of  this 
expedition  have  been  already  related  J,  we  (hall  there- 
fore here  fpeak  only  to  fuch  particulars  as  perfonally 
concern  our  admiral. 

The  Englilh  fquadron  arrived  on  the  firft  of  Au- 
guft  in  the  bay  of  Naples-,  into  which  the  fleer,  con- 
Ming  of  twenty-one  fail,  (landing  with  a  gentle  gale 
drawn  up  in  a  line  of  battle,  moft  of  them  capital 
lhips,  and  three  of  them  carrying  flags,  afforded 
fuch  a  fpedtack  as  had  never  been  fecn  in"  thofe  pans 
before.    The  whole  city  was  in  a  tumult  of  joy  and 


•  Collins'*  Peerage.   Biographia  Eritaivmca.  f  V©1.  HI.  377. 
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exultation.    The  fhore  was  crowded  with  multitudes 
of  fpedtators,  and  fuch  an  infinite  number  of  boats 
came  off,  fome  with  provifions  and  refrefhments, 
others  out  of  curiofity  and  admiration,  that  the  bay 
was  covered  with  them.    The  viceroy  count  Daun, 
being  ill  with  the  gout,  and  having  fent  his  compli- 
ments to  the  admiral,  he  went  on  lhore,  attended  by 
the  flag  officers  and  captains  in  their  boats,  and  was 
faluted,  at  his  landing,  by  all  the  cannon  round  the 
city  and  caftles ;  and  was  conducted  to  the  court 
through  an  infinite  throng  of  people,  with  the  greateft 
acclamations  of  joy,  and  all  the  honours  and  cere- 
monies ufually  paid  to  a  viceroy  of  that  kingdom. 
Here  the  admiral  entered  into  a  conference  with  count 
Daun,  from  whom  he  learned,  that  the  Spanifh  army 
confiding  of  thirty  thoufand  men,  commanded  by  the 
marquis  de  Lede,  had  landed  the  2d  of  July  in  Si- 
cily, and  had  foon  made  themfelves  maiters  of  the 
city  and  caftles  of  Palermo,  and  of  great  part  of  one 
ifland  ;  that  they  had  taken  the  town  of  Meffina, 
and  were  then  carrying  on  the  fiege  of  the  cita- 
del, &c. 

After  the  action  off  Cape  Paflano*,  Sir  George  Byng, 
as  foon  as  his  whole  fleet  was  re-afiembled,  difpatched 
his  eldeft  fon  to  England,  who  arriving  at  Hampton- 
court  in  fifteen  days,  brought  the  agreeable  confir-1 
raacion,  of  what  public  fame  had  before  reported, 
namely,  the  en:ire  defeat  of  the  Spanifh  fleet j  and 
upon  which  the  king  had  written  a  letter  to  the  ad- 
miral with  his  own  hand,  as  follows : 

*  Vol.  UX  p.  38$. 
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*'  Mmjieur  U  Chevalier  Byng. 

QUO  T  que  jet?  aye  pas  encore  re  feu  de  vos  novelles 
en  droiture,  fay  appris  la  vicloire  que  la  flotte  a  r em- 
fort  ee  fous  vos  ordres,  £sf  je  n'ay  pas  voulu  vous  dif- 
ferer  le  contentment  que  mon  approbation  de  votre  con- 
duit vous  pourroit  donner.  Je  vous  en  remereie, 
je  fouhaite  que  vous  en  temoigniez  ma  fatisfaclion  <t 
tous  les  braves  gens qui  Je  font  diftinguez  dans  cette 
occafion.  Le  Secretaire  d*Etat  Cragge  a  ordre  de  vous 
informer  plus  au  long  de  mes  intentions  mats  fay  voulu 
vous  ajfeurer  moy  mame  que  je  Juis  Monfieur  le  Cheva- 
lier Byng. 

'  Votre  bon  amy. 

^'Hampton-Court.  GEORGE  R." 

ce  a  3  d'Aout,  1718. 

In  Englifh  thus. 

"  Sir  George  Byno. 

ALU  HOUGH  I  have  received  no  news  from  you 
direclly,  I  am  informed  of  the  viclory  obtained  by  the 
fleet  under  your  command  and  would  not,  therefore, 
defer  giving  you  that  fatisfaclion  which  muft  refult 
from  my  approbation  of  your  conducl,  I  give  you  my 
thanks \  and  defire  you  will  teftify  my  approbation  to  all 
the  brave  men  who  have  diftinguijfjed  themf elves  on  this 
cccafton.  Mr,  Secretary  Craggs  has  orders  to  inform 
you  more  fully  of  my  intentions  but  I  was  willing  my- 
felf  to  affure  you,  that  I  am. 

Tour  good  friend, 

Hampton-Court.  GORG  ER." 

Auguft  a^,  17*$' 

In 
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In  the  mean  time  the  admiral  profecuted  his  affairs 
with  great  diligence,  procured  the  emperor's  troops 
free  accefs  into  the  fortrefles  that  dill  held  out  in 
Sicily,  brought  their  Sicilian  gal  lies  from  Malta,  and 
foon  after  received  a  letter  from  the  emperor,  written 
with  his  own  hand,  accompanied  with  a  picture  of 
his  Imperial  majefty,  fet  round  with  large  diamonds, 
as  a  mark  of  the  fenfe  he  had  of  the  fervices  ren- 
dered by  his  excellency  to  the  houfc  of  Auftria.  The 
letter  was  as  follows : 

■ 

"  Monfieur  amiral  6?  Chevalier  Bvng. 

J'ATrecu  avec  beaucoup  de  fatisfatlion  £s?  de  joye9 
par  le  porteur  de  cells  cy  la  votre  du  \%me  d*Aout* 
Quand  je  fceus  que  vous  etiez  nomne  de  fa  majefte  le 
ray  votre  maitre  pour  commandez  fa  flotte  dans  la  Me- 
diterranee,  je  conceus  d'abord  toutes  les  bonnes  efperan- 
ces.  Le  glorieux  Juccejs  pourtant  les  a  en  quelque  ma- 
niere  furpaffe.  Vous  avez  en  cette  occafton  donne  des 
preuves  d'une  valeur,  conduit  e9  £sf  zele  pour  la  commune 
caufe  tres  fingulier;  la  gloire  que  vous  en  rejulte  ejl 
bien  grande,  mats  auffi  en  rien  moindre  ma  reconnoijfance, 
comme  vous  V expliquera  plus  le  comte  de  Hamilton* 
Comptez  toujours  fur  la  continuation  de  ma  reconnoi- 
fance  fcf  de  mon  affection  envcrs  priant  Dieu  qu*il  vous 
ait  en  Ja  Jainte  garde. 

A  "oaStf  "7.  CHARLE  S.» 

* 

<f  Admiral  Sir  George  Bync, 

I  HAVE  received \  with  a  great  deal  of  joy  and 
fatisfatlion  by  the  bearer  of  this,  yours  of  the  i%tb 
of  Auguft.  As  foon  as  I  knew  you  was  named  by  the 
king,  ydur  mafter,  to  command  a  fleet  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean, I  conceived  the  greateft  hopes  imaginable  from} 
that  very  circumftance.    fbe  glorious fuccefs  you  have 
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bad,  furpaffes  however  my  expectations.  You  have 
given,  upon  this  occafion,  very  fwgular  proofs  of  your 
courage,  condutt  and  zeal  for  the  common  caufe ;  the 
glory  you  obtain  from  thence,  is  indeed  great,  and  yet 
my  gratitude  falls  nothing  Jhort  thereof,  as  count  Ha- 
milton willfully  inform  you.  Tou  may  always  depend 
upon  the  continuance  of  my  thankfulnefs  and  affeclion 
towards  you ;  may  God  have  you  always  in  his  holy 
keeping. 

Vienna,  September  a*.  CHARLE  S.'* 

O.  S.  1718.  **  ** 

Early  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  17 19,  we  find  our 
admiral  very  active  in  tranfporting  the  troops  from 
Naples  to  Sicily  *  and  the  Imperial  army  was  fo  well 
fupplied  with  all  neceflaries  from  the  fleet,  that  it 
may  be  truly  faid,  the  fuccefs  of  that  expedition  was 
•  as  much  owing  to  the  Englifh  admiral  as  the  German 
general,  and  that  the  Englifh  fleet  did  no  lei's  fcrvice 
than  the  Imperial  army. 

Sir  George  Byng,  not  content  with  procuring  from 
Genoa  every  thing  neceflary  for  the  recovery  of  Sicily 
upon  his  own  credit,  and  at  his  own  rifle,  went  thi- 
ther himfelf  in  order  to  forward  the  fervice. 

He  was  received  there  with  great  honour  and  re- 
fpett.  At  his  arrival,  the  town  faluttd  his  flag  with 
twenty-one  guns,  and  his  perfon  with  ten  ^uns  and 
twenty  chambers ;  and  the  republic  fent  off  fix  de- 
puties, three  of  the  old  and  three  of  the  new  nobility, 
to  compliment  him  upon  his  arrival.  After  a  ftay 
of  about  three  weeks,  he  failed  with  all  the  trans- 
ports to  Sicily,  and  arrived  before  Meflina,  October 
the  8th  ;  which  fo  elevated  the  fpirits  of  theawny, 
then  befieging  the  citadel,  that,  upon  the  firft  fight 
of  the  fleet,  they  made  a  vigorous  attack  upon  a 
half-moon,  and  carried  it.  The  admiral,  repairing 
alhore  to  the  general's  quarters,  was  embraced  by 

him, 
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him,  and  all  the  general  officers,  with  the  moft  ten- 
der rrurks  of  affection  and  gratulation,  the  whole 
army  being  overjoyed  to  fee  a  man  who  always  brought 
them  relief  and  fuccefs,  and  every  good  that  attended 
them  *. 

In  ten  days  after  the  admiral's  arrival  at  Meflina, 
the  citadel  furrendcred  to  the  Germans •,  after  which, 
Sir  George  re-embarked  a  great  part  of  the  army, 
and  landed  them  upon  another  part  of  the  ifland  ;  by 
which  means  they  diftreflcd  the  enemy  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  the  marquis  de  Lede,  commander  of  the 
Spanifh  forces,  propofed  to  evacuate  the  ifland; 
which  the  Germans  were  very  defirous  of  agreeing 
to,  and  fent  to  Vienna  for  inftruclions ;  but  the  ad- 
miral protefted  againft  it,  and  declared,  that  the  Spa- 
nifh troops  mould  never  be  permitted  to  quit  Sicily 
and  return  home  till  a  general  peace  was  concluded  ; 
and  fent  his  eldeft  fon  to  Vienna  with  inftruclions,  if 
the  Imperial  court  liftened  to  the  propofals  of  the 
Spanifh  generals,  to  declare,  that  his  father  could 
never  fuffer  any  part  of  the  Spanifh  army  to  depart 
out  of  the  ifland,  till  the  king  of  Spain  had  acceded 
to  the  quadruple  alliance,  or  till  he  received  pofitivc 
inlr.ru6t.ions  from  England  for  that  purpofe.  In  this, 
Sir  George  certainly  acted  as  became  a  Britifh  admi- 
ral ;  who,  after  having  done  fo  many  fervices  for  the 
imperialilrs,  might  furely  infill  on  their  doing  what 
was  juft  with  refpedr,  to  us,  and  holding  the  Spanifh 
troops  in  the  uneafy  Situation  they  then  were,  till  they 
gave  ample  fatisfacYion  to  the  court  of  London,  as 
well  as  to  that  of  Vienna. 

After  this,  the  Spanifh  general  laid  a  fnare  to 
difunite  the  admiral  from  the  Germans,  by  pro- 
pofins:  an  agreement  with  him  for  a  feparate  ceffk- 
tion  of  hoftiTities,  but  without  effect.    The  marquis 

♦  Biographia  Britannica,  Vol.  II*  1095. 


Digitized  by  Google 


< 

to         NAVAL  HISTORY      [Book VI. 

dc  Lede  font  to  the  admiral  a  Spanifli  gazette* 
wherein  was  publifhed  a  treaty  of  fufpenfion  of  arms 
at  fea,  concluded  at  the  Hague,  between  the  minifters 
of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Spain ;  and  therefore 
he  propofed  a  feparate  ce  Mat  ion  of  arms,  and  pro* 
ceded  againft  any  violences  the  admiral  (hould  commit, 
contrary  to  the  plain  inftru&ions  of  their  fovereigns  : 
but  the  admiral  replied,  that  he  could  pay  no  regard 
to  a  pretended  convention,  publifhed  in  a  foreign 
news-paper,  and  even  in  which  there  was  a  claufc 
that  nothing  in  it  (hould  derogate  from  what  (hould 
be  agreed  between  him  and  the  marquis,  for  what 
concerned  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  That  as  the  Spanifli 
minifter  had  figned  the  quadruple  alliance  ever  fince 
the  17th  day  of  February  laft,  it  was  ftrange  the  mar- 
quis had  received  no  orders  for  treating  about  the 
evacuation  of  the  illand,  which  was  the  neceflary  con- 
fequence  of  it ;  and  that  as  the  time  for  doing  this 
was  elapfed,  till  he  had  fecurity  that  the  marquis 
really  intended  it,  he  could  not  agree  to  a  fufpenfion 
of  arms.    This  was  an  adventurous  proceeding  in 
the  admiral ;  for  his  inftru&ions  from  England  di- 
rected him  to  come  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  with 
Spain,  without  flaying  for  fettling  the  terms  of  eva- 
cuation, which  might  take  up  time.    But  his  pene- 
tration (hewed  him,  that  if  a  fufpenfion  took  place 
at  fea,  the  Spaniards  might  introduce  what  fuccour 
and  troops  they  pleafed  into  the  ifland,  which  would 
overturn  all  that  the  allies  had  been  doing,  and  if  any 
impediments  were  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  negotia- 
tions, fo  that  they  could  be  broken  off,  the  Spaniards 
would  thereby  be  put  in  a  better  condition  for  pro- 
fecutingthe  war,  and  perhaps  would  be  enabled  to 
protrad  it  another  year.    He  was  juflly  apprehenfive 
of  their  artifices  when  he  found  that  they  took  every 
advantage  to  evade  the  evacuation  of  the  ifland ;  and 
therefore,  as  the  convention  for  a  ceffation  of  arms 
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at  fea,  figned  at  the  Hague  February  29,  left  him 
at  liberty  to  treat  as  he  thought  proper,  he  deter- 
mined to  remain  united  to  the  Germans,  which  he 
prudently  faw  was  the  quickeft\way  to  bring  the 
Spaniards  to  a  compliance.  The  event  juftified 
his  precaution,  and  his  conduft  received  at  home 
the  approbation  it  merited*.  Soon  after,  when 
the  Germans,  with  the  affiftance  of  the  admiral, 
had  begun  the  (lege  of  Palermo,  before  which  the 
Spaniards  lay  incampedj  and  juft  as  the  two  ar- 
mies were  upon  the  point  of  engaging,  a  cou- 
rier arrived  in  that  lucky  inftant  from  Spain,  with 
full  powers  for  the  SpanUh  general  to  treat  and 
agree  about  the  evacuation  of  Sicily  and  Sardinia, 
in  confequence  of  the  king  of  Spain's  acceding  to 
the  quadruple  alliance ;  upon  which  the  two  armies 
were  drawn  off,  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  agreed  on,  the  - 
Germans  put  into  poffeflion  of  Palermo,  and  the 
Spaniards  embarked  for  Barcelona ;  and  the  admiral, 
after  he  had  fettled  all  affairs  in  Sicily,  failed  in  Au- 
guft,  1720,  to  Cagliari  in  Sardinia,  where  he  affifted 
at  the  conferences  held  with  theminifters  and  generals 
of  the  leveral  powers  concerned ;  wherein  was  re- 
gulated the  manner  of  furrendering  the  ifland  by 
the  Spanilh  yicejoy  to  the  emperor,  and  the  ceflion 
of  the  lame  from  the  emperor  to  the  duke  of  Savoy ; 
and,  at  the  initancc  of  this  prince,  the  admiral  did 
not  depart,  till  he  had  fetn  the  whole  fully  executed, 
the  Spanilh  troops  landed  in  Spain,  and  the  duke 
of  Savoy  put  into  quiet  pofleiTion  of  his  new  king- 
dom of  Sardinia  in  exchange  for  Sicily,  according 
to  the  quadruple  alliance :  in  all  which  affairs,  the 
admiral  arbitrated  fo  equally  between  them,  that 
even  the  king  of  Spain  expreffed  his  entire  fatis- 
fadtion  in  his  condud  to  the  Britifli  court ;  and  his 

•  Biographia  Brjtannica.  Art.  Byng,  note  S. 
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behaviour  was  fo  acceptable  to  the  duke  of  Savoy, 
that  his  ackn  wledgements  to  him  were  accompanied 
with  his  picture  fet  in  diamonds. 

Thus  ended  the  war  of  Sicily,  wherein  the  Britifti 
fleet  bore  fo  illuftrious  a  parr,  that  the  fate  of  the 
ifland  was  wholly  governed  by  its  operations,  both 
competitors  agreeing,  that  the  one  could  not  have 
conquered,  nor  the  other  have  been  fubdued  with- 
out it.  Never  was  any  fervice  conducted  in  all 
its  parts  wiih  greater  zeal,  activity,  and  judgment  j 
nor  was  ever  the  Britifti  flag  in  fo  high  reputa- 
tion and  refpeft  in  thofe  diftant  parts  of  Europe. 
The  late  king,  who  had  narqed  the  admiral  for  that 
expedition,  and  knew  his  abilities,  ufed  to  fay  to 
his  minillers,  when  they  applied  for  inftructions 
to  be  fent  to  him  for  his  direction  pn  impor- 
tant occafions,  that  he  would  fend  him  npnt,  for 
he  knew  how  to  act  without  any ;  and,  indeed,  all 
the  meafures  that  he  took  abroad  were  fo  exact  and 
juft,  as  to  fquare  with  the  councils  and  plan  of  pof 
iicy  at  home*. 

In  our  relation  of  this  expedition  we  have  enr 
tirely  followed  the  account  of  it  publifhed  in  1739, 
and  have  by  a  bare  reciral  of  facts,  without  further 
enquiries,  (hewn  how  well  Sir  George  Byng  executed 
his  infractions*  for  in  this  confilts  the  merit  of 
an  admiral,  and  for  which  alone  he  is  anfwerable, 
and  not  at  all  for  the  rectitude  of  thefc  inftructions. 
If  this  be  not  granted,  we  mull  never  expect  to  be 
well  ferved  at  fea  *,  fince  the  admiral,  who  takes 
upon  him  to  interpret  his  inftruftions,  will  never 
want  excufes  for  his  conduct,  be  jt  what  it  willi 
and,  if  this  be  once  granted.  Sir  pcorge  Byng  mult 
be  allowed  to  have  done  his  duty  as  well  as  any 
admiral  ever  did  $  for  to  his  conduct  it  was  entirely 


*  Biographia  Britaanica,  p.  1097. 
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Owing,  that  Sicily  was  fubdued,  and  his  Catholic 
majefty  forced  to  accept  the  terms  prefcribed  hirri 
by  the  quadruple  alliance.    He  it  was,  who  firft: 
enabled  the  Germans  to  fet  foot  in  that  ifland ;  by 
him  they  were  fupported  in  all  they  did  ;  and  by 
his  counfels  they  were  directed,  or  otherwife  had 
been  expelled  the  ifland,  even  afier  the  taking  of 
Meflina*.    The  caufe  of  the  emperor  being  become 
the  caufe  of  his  matter,  our  admiral  ferved  the  in- 
tereft  of  that  prince  with  a  zeal  and  fidelity,  as  ex- 
hibited a  pattern  to  his  own  fubjefls.    He  lived  in 
fuch  harmony  with  the  Imperial  viceroys  and  ge- 
nerals, as  has  been  feldom  feen  among  fellow  fub- 
jefts  united  in  command ;  the  want  of  which  has 
proved  the  ruin  cf  many  important  expeditions.  He 
was  incapable  of  performing  duty  in  a  cold  of  neg- 
ligent manner,  and,  when  any  fervice  was  committed 
to  his  management,  he  devoted  his  whole  application 
to  it-,  nor  could  any  fatigue,  or  indifpofition  of 
body,  ever  divert  or  interrupt  his  attention  from  anv 
point  that  required  prefent  difparch.     To  this  it' 
might  be  in  a  great  meafure  dwins,  that  he  wa* 
never  unfortunate  in  iny  undertaking,   nor  mis- 
carried in  anv  fervice  intruded  to  his  direction. 
For  whoever  will  trace  public  or  private  events  to 
their  fource,  will  find  (except  where  the  immediate; 
finger  of  providence  is  vifible)  that  what  is  afcribed 
to  chance  is  generally  the  effeft  of  negligence  of 
imprudence.    He  always  proceeded  Upon  folid  prin- 
ciples, and  left  nothing  to  fortune,  that  could  be 
accomplifhed  by  forefight  and  application.  His 
firmnefs  and  plain  dealings  to  thole  foreigners  who 
treated  with  him  upon  bufinefs,  was  fuch,  that  it 
contributed  greatly  to  the  difpatch  and  fucrefs  of 
his  tranfa&ions  with  them    for  they  could  depend 

•  Campbell^  Livei  of  the  Admirali,  Vol.  IV.  p.  46a. 
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upon  what  he  faid  ;  and  as  they  faw  he  ufed  no  arts 
or  chicane  himfelf,  and  had  too  ciifcerning  an  eye 
to  fuffer  them  to  pafs  unobferved  in  others,  they 
often  found  it  their  beft  policy  to  leave  their  in- 
terefts  in  his  hands,  and  to  his  management,  being 
certain  of  a  mod  impartial  and  punctual  performance 
of  whatever  he  engaged  in.  His  reputation  was  fo 
thoroughly  eflablifhed  in  this  particular,  that  in  the 
frequent  difputes  and  altercations,  that  arofe  between 
the  Savoyards  and  Germans,  during  the  courfe  of 
the  war,  and  between  the  latter  and  the  Spaniards  at 
the  conclufion  of  it,  he  was  the  common  umpire  be- 
tween them,  always  fliunning  and  oppofing  any  ex- 
travagant or  unjuft  demands,  and  reconciling,  as 
much  as  pofllble,  the  violence  of  war,  with  the 
rules  of  honour  and  juftice*. 

After  the  performing  fo  many  fignal  fervices,  the 
admiral  departed  from  Italy,  to  attend  his  fovereign 
who  was  then  at  Hanover.  The  reception  he  met 
with  from  that  difcerning  prince  has  been  already  re- 
lated-}-. No  wonder  that  a  man  endowed  with  iuch 
talents,  and  fuch  a  difpofition,  Jeft  behind  htm  in 
Italy,  and  other  foreign  parts,  the  character  of  a  great 
foldier,  an  able  ftatefman,  and  an  honed  man. 

During  his  majefty's  ftay  at  Hanover,  he  began 
to  reward  the  eminent  fervices  of  Sir  George  Byng, 
by  making  him  trealurer  of  the  navy,  and  rear  ad- 
miral of  Great  Britain ;  and,  on  his  return  to  Eng^ 
land,  one  of  his  mod  honourable  privy  council^. 

In  the  year  17 21  he  was  created  a  peer  of  Great 
Britain,  by  the  title  of  vifcount  Torrington  and 
baron  Byng  of  Southili  in  Devonfhire. 


•  Account  of  the  Expedition  to  Sicily,  p.  195.  *9«-  +  v?!« 

HI.  p.  411.  J  Coliini'*  Peerage,  Vol.  VI.  p.  310.  Edit.  17*1. 


The 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chap.  I.]        of  GREAT  BRITAIN.  85 

The  preamble  of  his  lordlhip's  patent  is  as  follows : 

u  As  the  grandeur  and  (lability  of  the  Brieifh  empire 
depend  chiefly  upon  knowledge  and  experience  in 
maritime  affairs,  we  cfteem  thofe  worthy  of  the 
higheft  honours,  who,  atting  under  our  influence, 
exert  themfelves  in  maintaining  our  dominion  over  the 
fea.  It  is  for  this  reafon  that  we  have  determined  to 
advance  to  the  degree  of  peerage  our  trufty  and  well- 
beloved  counfellor  Sir  George  Byng,  km.  and  bart. 
who  being  defcended  from  an  ancient  family  in  Kent, 
and  educated  from  his  youth  in  the  fea-fervice,  hath 
through  fcveral  pofts  arrived  to  the  higheft  ftation 
and  command  in  our  navy,  by  the  ftrength  of  his 
own  abilities,  and  a  merit  diftinguifhed  by  our  prede- 
ceflbrs,  and  ourfelves,  in  the  many  important  fervices, 
which  he  has  performed  with  remarkable  fidelity, 
courage  and  fuccefs.  In  the  late  vigorous  wars, 
which  raged  fo  many  years  in  Europe  ^  wars  fruitful 
of  naval  combats  and  expeditions ;  there  was  fcarce 
any  aftion  of  confequence  wherein  he  did  not  bear 
a  principal  part,  nor  were  any  dangers  or  difficulties 
fo  great,  but  he  furmounted  them  by  his  exquifite 
conduct,  and  a  good  fortune  that .  never  failed  him. 
Particularly  when  a  ftorm  was  gathering  in  France, 
and  it  was  uncertain  upon  what  part  of  the  coafl: 
it  would  fall,  wiih  wonderful  fagacity  and  diligence 
he  flew  to  the  very  place  of  danger,  refcuing  our  ca- 
pital city  of  Scotland  from  the  imminent  attack  of  a 
French  fquadron,  which  had  many  rebels,  and  nu- 
merous  forces,  on  board  j  and  by  his  very  appear* 
ance  defeated  the  vain  hopes  of  the  enemy,  compel-  [ 
ling  them  to  relinquifh  their  difappointed  enterprize', 
and  to  fcek  their  fafety  by  a  flight  towards  their  own 
ports,  attended  with  lofs.  With  no  lefs  vigilance 
ne  repreflcd,  not  long  fince,  the  like  machinations  of 
the  lame  traitors  in  the  ports  of  France,  who  were  | 
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lb  difconcerted  at  his  prefence,  as  to  abandon  the 
fchemes  they  had  projected  ;  for  which  prudent  fcr- 
vice  we  conferrrd  on  him  the  dignity  of  baronet, 
the  firft  mark  of  our  royal  favour.  Moreover, 
lately,  when  new  contentions  were  fpringing  up  in 
Italy,  and  the  difcord  of  princes  was  on  the  point  of 
embroiling  Europe  again  in  war,  he  did,  with  An- 
gular felicity  and  conduct,  interpofe  with  our  fquad- 
ron,  crufhing  at  one  blow  the  laboured  efforts  of 
Spain  to  fet  up  a  power  at  fea,  and  advanced  the  re- 
putation of  our  anus  in  the  Mediterranean  to  fuch 
a  pitch,  that  our  flig  gave  law  to  the  contending 
parries,  3nd  enabled  us  to  refettle  the  tranquillity 
that  had  been  difturbrd.  It  is  juft,  therefore,  that 
we  mould  diftinguifh  with  higher  tirles  a  fubjed  who 
has  fo  eminenriy  lervrd  us  and  his  country,  both  as* 
monuments  of  his  own  mrrir,  and  to  influence  others 
into  a  love  and  purfuit  of  virtue." 
Know  ye  therefore,  &c. 

In  1725  he  was  inftalled  one  of  the  knights  com- 
panions of  the  Ba'h,  on  the  revival  of  that  nvjft  an- 
cient and  honourable  order. 

In  1727,  his  late  majdty,  on  his  acceflion  to  the 
crown,  placed  him  at  the  head  of  his  naval  affairs, 
by  making  him  firft  lord  commimoner  of  the  admi-1 
ralty,  in  which  high  (lation  he  breathed  his  laft,  at  his 
lioufe  in  the  admiralty,  of  an  afthma,  in  June  1733, 
in  the  feventieth  year  of  his  age,  and  was  buried  at 
Sourhill  in  Bedfordmire. 

His  lordfhip  marrird  in  1 69 1,  Margaret  daughter 
of  James  Mafter,  of  Eaft  Langden  in  the  county  of 

cnt,  eiq-,  and  by  her  ladyfhip,  (who  died  on  March 
30,  1755,  having  attained  a  great  age,  and  happily 
exempt  from  the  knowledge  of  the  fate,  which  loon 
afterwards  betel  one  of  her  fons.)  had  eleven  fons  and 
four  daughters,  of  which  thofc  that  furvived  him 
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were;  Pattee,  fecond  vifcount  Torrington,  George, 
third  vifcount  Torrington,  whofe  fon,  George,  now 
pofteffes  the  title.  Robert,  born  in  1703 ;  chofen 
member  of  parliament  for  Plymouth  in  1727  ; 
appointed  one  of  the  commiflioners  for  his  majefty's 
navy  in  1731 ;  and  in  1739,  governor  of  Barbadoes, 
where  he  died  in  1740 ;  John,  born  in  1704,  and 
brought  up  in  the  fea-fervice,  and  who  unfortunately 
fell  a  facrificc  to  national  difcontents  in  1757  j  Ed- 
ward,  born  in  1706  and  bred  to  the  army;  when 
his  brother  the  admiral  was  brought  home  prifoner, 
he  went  to  vifit  him,  and  was  fo  afFe&ed  at  his  fitu- 
ation,  that  he  expired  on  board  the  Antflope  at  Portf- 
mouth,  on  July  29,  1756.  His  lord(bip*$  only  fur- 
viving  daughter  was  Sarah,  married  to  John,  the  el- 
deft  fon  of  Sir  John  Ofoorne,  of  Chickfands  in  the 
county  of  Bedford,  barr.  by  whom  flic  had  one  fon. 
Sir  D' An  vers  Ofborne,  bart.  married  in  1740  to  the 
lady  Mary  Montague,  daughter  of  George  theSecond, 
earl  of  Halifax. 
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CHAP.  II. 

If  aval  franfaftions  from  the  breaking  out  of  the  War 
with  Spain  to  the  Declaration  of  War  againft 

France  M  i 744- 

Parliamentary  regulations  concerning  Seamen— Pro- 
jetted  expeditions  againft  the  remote  Spanifti  Settle- 
mnts — Capure  by  Captain  Knowles — Porto-Bello 
reduced  by  Admiral  Vernon  —  Bombardment  of 
Carthagena— Vbe  Caftle  of  St.  Lorenzo  capitu- 
jates — Addrefs  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Parliament 

-  cn  Vernon's  Succefs — Tbey  vote  the  Admiral  their 
thanks,  and  the  City  of  London  vote  him  the 
Freedom  of  their  City — Proceedings  in  Parliament — 
Spanifh  Fleet  fent  out  to  intercept  Vice- Admiral  Bal- 
een— Sir  John  Norris  commands  the  grand  Fleet — 
Squadron  under  Commodore  Anfon  fails  for  the  . 
South-Seas — A  Fleet  fent  to  re-enforce  Admiral 
Vernon  in  the  Weft-Indies — Attack  made  on  Car- 
thagena— Bocca-chica  Caftle  invefted  by  Sea  and 
Land— Death  of  Lord  Aubrey  Bcauclerc — Attack 
4irecled  by  Brigadier  Blakeney — Spanifti  Ships  de- 
ftroyed — Mancin^lo  Fort  difmntled  by  the  Spani- 
ards— the  Caftle  of  Caftello  grande  taken  by  Cap- 
tain Knowles — Lazar  attacked — Refolution  of  a 
Council  of  War  to  abandon  the  Enterprize — The 
Fleet  returns  to  Jamaica — Deftgn  formed  for  at- 
tacking Cuba — Meeting  of  Parliament — Ac!  to  en- 
courage  and  regulate  Sailors  ferving  in  the  Royal 
Navy— Death  of  the  Emperor  Charles  VI.— Rup- 
ture between  the  Queen  of  Hungary  and  the  King  of 
Pruflia— Sir  John  Norris  fails  for  the  Bay  of  Bif- 
. .  fay— 22*  Sparnlh  Fleet  f(ofW  up  in  the  Port  of 

Cadiz, 
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Cadiz,  by  Admiral  Haddock — Two  Englifli  Men 
of  War  engage  three  French  Ships  of  the  Line — - 
The  French  and  Spanifti  Fleet  join — Haddock  re- 
fairs  to  Port  Mahon — Valuable  Prize  taken — In- 
activity of  the  Naval  Power  of  Great  Britain — 
New  Parliament — Change  in  the  Miniftry—Houfe 
of  Commons  fet  on  foot  an  Enquiry  into  the  Con- 
duff  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole — Attempt  to  dif cover  a 
North-Weft  Pajfage — The  king  of  Great  Britain 
forms  an  Army  in  Flanders — Re-enforcements  font 
into  the  Mediterranean-r-Matthews  fucceeds  Had- 
dock in  the  Command  there — The  Harbour  of  Tou- 
lon blocked  up — Bombardments  on  the  Cocft  of  Ca- 
talonia— Gallant  Behaviour  of  Britifli  Commanders 
: — Tranf actions  in  the  Weft-Indies — Settlement  on 
the  IJland  of  Rattan — 'Dif agreement  between  the 
Naval  and  l*and  Commanders — Vernon  recalled,  and 
Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  appointed  to  Command — Attack 
of  La  Guira — The  King  of  Great  Britain  defeats 
the  French  at  Dciungcn^Retum  of  Commodore 
Anfon  from  his  Expedition  to  the  South-Seas,  tn 
which  be  encompaffed  the  Globe — Meeting  of  Par- 
liament— Supplies  voted — Projected  Invaftcn  of  Great 
Britain — A  French  Squadron  fails  up  the  Channel 
—War  declared  againft  France  —  Commercial 
Events — Number  of  Ships  employed  in  the  Trade 
to  Virginia  and  Maryland  for  Tobacco — Regulation 
of  the  Paper  Currency  of  North  America — Vaft 
Jncreafe  of  the  Linen  Manufacture  of  Ireland — Re- 
newal of  the  Eaft-Indja  Company's  Charter  to  1780. 

IT  has  been  well  remarked,  that  in  a  nation  like 
Great  Britain*  in  which  arts,  arms  and  commerce 
are  cultivated,  war  at  certain  intervals  proves  bene- 
ficial to  the  ftate ;  as  it  turns  the  current  of  wealth 
ffom  the  induftrious  to  the  cnterprizing.  Thereby 
all  orders  of  men  find  encouragement  in  their  turns, 
Vol.  IV.  '   N  and 
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and  the  nation  becomes  composed  of  individuals, 
fome  of  whom  have  (kill  to  acquire  property,  whiift 
others  have  courage  to  defend  it.  A  long  interval 
had  now  elapfed,  fince  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  had 
jellored  peace  to  Europe  j  the  fhort  and  unimportant 
war  with  Spain,  and  the  commotions  in  the  north, 
very  little  affected  the  effential  intercfts  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  were  inconfidcrable  interruptions  to  its 
tranquillity.  Now  the  fcene  changed,  the  dictatorial 
haughtinefs  of  Spain  and  the  commercial  fpirit  of 
Britain  were  incompatible  •,  negotiation  was  found  ina- 
dequate to  the  purpofe  of  adjufting  differences,  which 
arofe  from  the  jarring  interefts  of  two  powerful  king- 
doms. In  fuch  cafes  each  party  confidently  boa  ft  s  the 
juftice  of  its  caufe,  and  appeals  to  all  the  world  for 
a  confirmation  of  its  affertionsj  but  in  the  difputes 
of  princes,  fleets  and  armies  are  the  bed  civilians, 
and  can  alone  eftablilh  or  confute  the  principles  laicf 
down  in  manifeftoes  and  refcripts. 
•  When  the  war  with  Spain  broke  out,  the  miniftry 
was  not  compofed  of  men  diftinguifhed  for  fuch  ta-  > 
lents  as  are  belt  fuited  to  direct  the  force  of  a  great 
nation.  In  order  to  give  full  efficacy  to  the  opera- 
tions of  war,  it  is  necefTary  that  the  plans  concerted 
in  the  cabinet,  mould  be  dictated  by  that  kind  of 
wiidom,  which  is  formed  by  long  experience,  and 
if  a  langour  prevails  in  bringing  forward  fuch  defigns, 
the  public  lervice  is  not  likely  to  be  promoted,  how- 
ever judicioufly  they  might  originate.    Sir  Charles 

.  "Wager  indeed  prefidcd  at  the  admiralty-board,  with 
great  credit  to  himfelf  and  benefit  to  the  nation  ;  as 

.  his  life  had  been  paffed  in  a  continual  courfe  of  actiyc 
fcrvices,  fo  his  advanced  years  made  him  now  the 
fitted  man  to  direct  what  others  mould  do,  and  the 
manner  in  which  it  fhould  be  done;  but  his  autho- 
rity was  checked  and  controuled  by  the  other  great 
officers  of  ftate.    Sir  Robert  Walpolc  and  the  duke 
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of  Newcaftfe  enjoyed  all  the  power  which  the  con- 
fidence of  their  fovereign  could  impart  the  firft  was 
lhrewd,  fagacious,  and  indefatigable,  whilft  purfuing 
his  pacific  fyftcm.  No  minifter  before  his  time,  had 
ever  fo  openly  and  uniformly  (truck  at  the  root  of 
all  public  virtue,  by  purchafing  from  the  rcprefen- 
tatives  of  the  people  an  implicit  concurrence  in  his 
meafurcs.  His  abilities  as  a  financier,  and  even  as 
a  legiflator  muft  be  acknowledged  to  have  been  dif- 
tinguifhing,  but  pofterity  ought  to  execrate  the  me- 
mory of  that  man,  who,  to  gratify  his  infatiable 
thirft  .of  power,  made  corruption  conftitutional  in 
the  nation,  A  minifter,  who  in  checking  vice  and 
profligacy,  knows  how  to  render  them  fubfervienc 
to  the  purpofes  of  government,  deferves  commenda- 
tion, but  he  that  makes  them  the  pillars  on  which 
kis  fabric  of  power  reds,  is  no  better  than  a  Macht- 
avel  in  politics.  The  objeA  of  thofe  in  power  mould 
be  to  promote  good  morals  among  the  people,  if, 
inftead  of  attending  to  that,  their  influence  takes  a 
contrary  direction,  every  one  who  views  the  tranf- 
actions  of  the  world  with  a  philofophic  eye,  will  not 
firruple  to  rank  fuch  ftatefman  among  the  moft  per- 
nicious of  the  human  race.  The  duke  of  Ncwcaftle 
was  a  man  of  very  circumfcribed  abilities,  and  neither 
verfed  in  foreign  nor  domeftic  politics.  His  parlia- 
mentary imercit  was  very  great,  and  a  zeal  for  the 
houfe  of  Hanover,  as  it>had  led  him  to  render  cfien- 
tial  fervice  to  the  proteftant  fucceflion,  fo  ic  had  made 
him  a  minifter  in  nature's  defpite. 

At  the  time  we  are  now  fpeaking  of,  one  hundred 
and  feven  (hips  of  war  were  actually  in  commiflion ; 
twenty-fix  of  which  were  in  the  Weft-fndies; 
twenty-two  in  the  Mediterranean ;  fifty-five  at 
home,  and  four  on  various  cruifes.  The  com- 
pliment of  men  on  board  this  fleet  was  upwards  of 
Iwenty*two  thoufand*.    For  the  better  fcpply  of 

#  Berkky'i  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  Wjf 
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fcamen  to  ferve  m  Britifh  fhips  of  war,  and  alfo  oft 
board  of  merchantfhips  and  privateers,  an  aft  of  par- 
liament was  pafled,  whereby  free  leave  was  given, 
during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  for  veffels  m 
the  merchant's  fervice,  to  be  navigated  by  any  num- 
ber of  foreign  fcamen,  not  exceeding  three  fourths  of 
rhe  fhip's  company ;  and  fuch  foreign  feameh  ferving 
6n  board  Britifli  fhips,  either  of  war,  trade,  or  pri- 
vateers, for  the  fpace  of  two  years,  were  thereby  to 
be  afterwards  deemed  in  all  refpefts,  natural-born 
iubjefts,  fubjeft,  however,  to  certain  rcftriftions, 
"whereby  they  were  rendered  incapable  of  holding 
places  of  truft  or  honour,  civil  or  military,  or  to 
have  any  grant  of  lands,  &c.  And  by  this- aft,  the 
king,  his  heirs,  and  fucceflbrs,  were  empowered  in 
any  future  war,  by  proclamation  during  fuch  wary 
and  no  longer,  to  permit  the  like  number  of  foreign 
fcamen  to  ferve  in  merchant-lhips  or  privateers,  as 
well  as  in  fhips  of  war. 

By  another  aft  pafled  during  the  fame  fcfliorr,  all 
feamen  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years  or  upwards,  and 
all  fuch  as  have  not  attained  the  age  of  eighteen 
years,  and  alfo  all  foreigners  ferving  in  Britifh  fhips,* 
are  exempted  from  being  impreffed  into  his  majefty's 
fervice :  and  perfons  of  any  age  ufing  the  fea,  were 
thereby  alfo  exempted  from  being  impreffed  for  the 
firft  two  years  of  their  being  at  fea;  as  were  all  fea- 
apprentices  for  the  firft  three  years  of  their  appren- 
tice ft  i  p. 

Defigns  were  now  formed  to  annoy  the  Spaniards 
in  their  remote  poffeflions  y  and  as  they  drew  all  their 
weahh  from  thofe  fources,  every  blow  which  might 
be  (truck  there,  would  be  moft  fenfibly  felt  by  that 
nation,  and  weaken  their  ability  for  maintaining  the 
war.  For  this  end  two  fquadrons  were  ordered  10  be 
got  ready  *,  one  of  which  was  to  be  commanded  by 
captain  Anfon  of  the  Centurion,  a  fixty  gun  flup* 
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the  other,  by  captain  Cornwall.  The  fquadron  under 
Mr.  Anfon  was  to  take  a  regiment  of  foot  on  board, 
with  three  independent  companies,  to  be  commanded 
by  colonel  Bland,  to  fet  fail  with  all  poflible  expedi- 
tion, and  not  call  at  any.  place  till  they  reached  Java- 
head  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  there  flay  no  longer  than 
to  take  in  water,  and  afterwards  proceed  to  Manilla 
in  Luconia,  one  of  the  Philippine  iQands  belonging 
to  the  Spaniards.  Captain  Cornwall's  fquadron  was 
to  be  of  equal  ftrength  with  the  former,  and  to  pafsl 
round  Cape  Horn,  dire&ly  into  the  South-Seas,  to 
range  along  that  coaft,  and  attempt  the  Spanilh 
fettlernents  there^  if  practicable.  In  its  return  it  was  to 
rendezvous  at  Manilla,  there  to  join  the  fquadron 
under  captain  Anfon.  Here  they  were  to  rcfrefh  their 
men,  refit  their  (hips,  and  perhaps  receive  orders  for 
other  confiderable  enterprizes  *. 

Whilft  thofe  remote  parts  of  the  world  were  def- 
tined  to  fuffer  the  hof rors  of  war,  the  fquadron  under 
admiral  Vernon  was  to  attack  the  Spaniards  on  the 
caftern  fide  of  the  ifthmus  of  Darien,  whillt  commo- 
dore Cornwall  on  the  weftern  fide  was  to  endeavour 
the  reduction  of  Panama.  Should  thefe  conjunft 
expeditions  prove  fuccefsful,  the  treafures  of  the 
weftern  world  would  be  transferred  to  new  profeflbrs  * 
but  a  fcheme  of  fuch  magnitude  was  not  likely  to 
be  carried  into  efFe<ft  by  fuch  a  niiniftry  ;  accordingly 
after  fomc  months  had  been  employed  in  fitting  out  the 
refpcdiive  fquadrons,  the  defign  of  fending  out  cap- 
tain Cornwall  was  totally  laid  afide,  and  the  fame 
end  was  propofed  to  be  anfwered  by  the  expedition* 
to  be  undertaken  by  captain  Anfon.  But  the  impe- 
diments that  were  thrown  in  his  way  of  his  failing, 
occafioned  io  much  time  to  be  loft,  that  the  com- 
jiundcr  and  all  who  ferved  under  him,  fecmed  to  be 

*  Anion's  voyage, 
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men  devoted  to  deftru&ion,  rather  than,  (as  was  at- 
firft  imagined)  a  favoured  band,  deftined  to  a  fcr* 
vice,  by  which  the  moft  efiemial  advantages  might 
be  derived  to  their  country,  and  immenfe  wealth  be 
obtaiaed  by  each  individual.  It  was  not  until  the 
48th  day  of  June  1740,  that  the  duke  of  Newcaftky 
principal  fecretary  of  ftate,  delivered  to  commodore 
Anton  his  majefty's  inftrudkions*  which  were  dated 
the  31ft  day  of  January,  1739.  Thefe  he  had  no 
fooner  received  than  he  repaired  to  Spithead,  in 
order  to  proceed  immediately  to  fea,  but  he  found  his 
ihips  fo  badly  manned,  that  another  month  was  loft 
before  he  could  be  in  any  meafure  fupplied.  An 
order  from  the  board  of  admiralty  had  been  fenc  to 
Sir  John  Norris,  direfting  him  to  provide  the  com- 
modore with  fuch  feamen  as  he  wanted.  Sir  Johrt 
had  failed  to  the  weftward,  and  admiral  Balchin  who 
fucceeded  to  the  command  at  Spithead,  lent  only  one 
hundred  and  ieventy  men  inftead  of  three  hundred, 
and  of  thefe  thirty-two  were  from  the  hofpical  and 
fick  quarter,  and  ninety-eight  were  marines. 

But  the  commodore's  mortification  did  not  end 
here,  the  regiment  of  foot  and  independent  compa- 
nies which  had  been  propofed  to  embark  with  him* 
were  now  countermanded,  and  all  the  land  forces  that 
were  to  be  allowed,  were  five  hundred  invalids,  to 
be  colle&ed  from  the  out-penfioners  of  Chelfea  col* 
lege.  As  thefe  out-penfioners  confift  of  foldiers,  who, 
from  their  age,  wounds,  or  other  infirmities,  are  in* 
capable  of  fervicein  marching  regiments,  Mr.  Anfon 
was  greatly  chagrined  at  having  fuch  a  decrepid  de- 
tachment allotted  him  1  for  he  was  fully  perfuaded 
that  the  greateft  part  of  them  would  pcrifli  long  be- 
fore they  arrived  at  the  fcene  of  aftion,  fince  the  de- 
lay s  he  had  already  encountered  neceflanly  confined 
his  pafiage  round  Cape  Horn  to  the  moft  rigorous 
fcafon  of  the  year.  Sir  Charles  Wager  too  joined  in  opi- 
nion 
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nion  wirh  the  commodore,  that  invalids  were  no  ways 
proper  for  thfs  fervice,  and  folicited  ftrenuoufly  to 
Lave  them  exchanged.  But  he  was  told,  that  per- 
fons  who  were  fuppofed  to  be  better  judges  of  fol- 
dicrs  thin  he  or  Mr.  Anfon  thought  them  the  pro- 
perrlt  men  that  could  be  employed  on  this  occafion : 
am1,  up  >n  this  determination,  they  were  ordered  on 
b<  ard  the  fquadron.  Inftead  of  five  hundred,  there 
came  on  board  no  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
ninr:  for  all  th  >fe  who  had  limbs  and  ftrength  to 
walk  out  of  Porcfmouth  deferted,  leaving  behind 
them  only  luch  as  were  literally  invalids,  moft  of 
them  being  fixty  years  of  age,  and  fome  of  them  up- 
wards of  feventy.  Indeed,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive 
a  more  moving  fecne  than  the  emoarkation  of  thefe 
unhappy  veterans:  they  were  themfelves  extremely 
averlc  to  the  fervice  they  were  engaged  in,  and  fully 
apprifed  of  all  thedifafters  they  were  afterwards  ex* 
pofed  to;  the  apprehenfions  of  which  were  ftrongly 
marked  by  th-  concern  that  appeared  in  their  coun- 
tenances, which  was  mixed  with  no  fmall  degree  of 
indignation  to  be  thus  hurried  from  their  repofe  into 
a  fatiguing  employ,  to  which  ne  ther  the  ftrength  of 
their  bodies  nor  the  vigour  of  their  minds  were  any 
ways  proportioned  •,  and  where,  without  feeing  the 
face  of  an  enemy,  or  in  the  leaft  promoting  the 
fuccefs  of  the  enterprize,  they  would  in  all  probabi- 
lity ufclefsly  perifh  by  lingering  and  painful  difeafes; 
an  i  this  too  after  they  had  fpent  the  adlivity  and 
ftrengrh  of  their  youth  in  their  country's  fervice. 

To  fupply  the  place  of  the  two  hundred  and  forty 
invalids  which  had  deferted,  as  is  mentioned  above, 
there  were  ordered  on  board  two  hundred  and  ten 
marines  detached  from  different  regiments.  Thefe 
were  raw  and  undilciplined  men;  for  they  werejuft 
raited,  and  had  fcarcely  any  thing  more  of  the  fol- 
tlier  than  their  regimentals,  none  of  them  having 
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been  fo  far  trained  as  to  be  permitted  to  fire.  The  laft 
detachment  of  thefe  marines  came  on  board  the  8th 
of  Auguft,  and  on  the  10th,  the  fquadron  failed  from 
Spithead  to  St.  Helen's,,  there  to  wait  for  a  wind  to 
proceed  on  the  expedirion.  And  here  we  fnall  leave 
Mr.  Anfon  to  profecute  his  long  and  perilous  voyage, 
intending  to  give  a  general  outline  of  it  upon  hi*  re- 
turn. The  expedition  under  admiral  Vernon  is  next 
to  be  fpoken  to. 

We  have-  already  taken  notice  of  the  failing  of 
this  officer.    The  fliips  he  carried  out  with  him  to 


the  Weft-Indies  were : 

Captains.  Men.  Gum. 

Jrie  Louifa             Waterhoufe       420  60 

Worcefler        Mayne  480  70 

Burford            Watfon  5c  o  70 

Strafford,  and    Trevor  400  00 

Norwich           Herbert  300  50 


On  the  23d  day  of  July  1739,  admiral  Vernon, 
failed  with  his  fquadron  from  Spithead  ;  he  arrived 
at  Antigua  on  the  2^th  day  of  September,  and  on 
the  12th  day  following  at  Port  Royal,  in  Jamaica, 
where,  on  the  28th  he  was  joined  by  CommodorQ 
Brown,  in  the  Han  pton-court. 

Being  now  in  fufficient  force  to  attempt  fpmething 
againft  the  Spanim  fettlements,  means  were  ufed  to 
gain  intelligence  which  of  rhem  was  moft  proper  to 
attack.  In  the  beginning  of  September,  captain  Sta- 
pleton  in  the  Sheernefs,  had  taken  Don  Pedro  Elllla- 
garitta,  captain  to  the  Spanifh  acjmiral,  and  who  re- 
mained a  prifoner  at  Jamaica.  Him  our  admiral  pro- 
pofed  to  exchange  for  the  agents  to  the  South-Sea 
Company,  whom  the  Spaniards  had  imprifoned. 
This  exchange  ferved  as  an  excufe  for  fending  in  a 
flag  of  truce,  by  means  of  which,  the  condition  o£ 
the  Spanifh  fortreffes  could  be  known. 

Every 
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Every  means  being  ufed  to  procure  certain  intelli- 
gence of  the  enemy,  it  was  at  length  known,  that 
the  galleons  were  dcftined  to  aflemble  at  Carthagena, 
in  order  to  proceed  to  Porto  Bello,  and  open  the  an- 
nual fair  at  that  place,  the  money  having  been  brought 
from  Panama  fome  time  before. 

This  intelligence  determined  the  admiral  to  make 
his  attack  upon  Porto  Bello.  He  therefore  procured 
the  beft  pilots  in  the  ifland  for  this  expedition ;  and 
the  governor  of  Jamaica,  fenfible  of  the  great  im- 
portance of  the  intended  fervice,  efpecially  in  dif- 
trefling  the  enemy,  gave  him  what  fupplies  of  foldiers 
he  could  fpare,  and  captain  Newton,  an  experienced 
officer,  to  command  them. 

In  the  mean  time  three  (hips  fent  to  the  coaft  of 
the  Caraccas,  arrived  in  port  without  effcdting  any 
thing,  having  had  bad  pilots,  the  ground  being  foul, 
the  weather  cempeftuous,  and  the  .Laguira  lhore  fo 
ftrongly  fortified,  as  to  render  it,  with  the  fmall 
force  they  had  with  them,  impra&icablc ;  only  cap- 
tain Knowles  took  a  (hip,  on  board  of  which  were 
feventy-four  thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  and  cloathing 
for  the  garrifon  of  St.  Auguftine. 

Every  thing  being  now  got  ready  for  failing,  the 
admiral  left  inftrudtjons  for  the  Windfor,  theii  on  a 
~  cruize,  and  the  Diamond  which  was  cleaning,  to  fol- 
low him  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  in  cafe  of  his 
meeting  with  a  fuperior  force;  he  appointed  a  con- 
voy for  the  homeward  bound  trade,  and  ftationed  a 
(hip  to  windward,  in  order  to  proteft  that  coming 
from  England. 

The  admiral  failed  on  the  5th  day  of  November, 
with  the  five  (hips  which  he  brought  from  England, 
to  which  the  Hampton-court  was  added.  On  the 
the  aoth  in  the  evening,  he  came  within  fight  of  Porto 
Bello,  having  been  fo  long  delayed  on  his  paffa^e  by 
contrary  winds.  There  being  but  little  wind  that 
•  Vol.  IV.        ^     O  evening. 
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evening,  though  a  very  great  fwell,  he  anchored  for 
the  night  fix  leagues  off  the  (horc,  being  apprchen- 
five  of  driving  to  the  eaftward  of  the  harbour.  And 
here  it  may  be  proper,  before  we  enter  upon  the  at- 
tack, to  give  fome  account  of  the  place. 

The  town  (lands  on  the  north  fide  of  the  ifthmus 
of  Darien,  which  running  from  eaft  to  weft,  betwixt 
the  North  and  South-Seas,  joins  the  two  continents  of 
North  and  South  America.  It  is  feventy  miles  from 
Panama,  which  lies  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifthmus. 
Porto  Bello  has  a  convenient  bay  about  a  mile  deep, 
with  good  anchorage  and  Ihelter  for  (hips  ;  it  is  near 
half  a  mile  broad  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  At 
the  entrance  of  the  north  fide  of  the  bay,  clofe  by  a 
fteep  rock,  flood  a  ftrong  caftle  called  the  Iron  caftle, 
mounting  feventy-eight  great  guns,  with  a  battery 
beneath,  parallel  with  the  water,  of  twenty-two  guns, 
the  caftle  and  fort  having  a  garrifon  of  three  hundred 
men.  On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  bay,  about  a 
mile  farther  up,  on  an  eminence,  ftood  caftle  Gloria, 
confiding  of  two  regular  baftions  toward  the  fea, 
mounting  ninety  guns,  with  a  curtain  between  of 
twenty-two  guns,  befides  a  line  of  eight  guns  pointing 
to  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  the  whole  defended 
by  four  hundred  men.  A  little  above  this  caftle, 
jiear  the  other  end  of  the  town,  on  a  point  running 
into  the  bay,  ftood  fort  St.  Jeronimo,  a  fort  of  qua- 
drangular redoubt,  ftrongly  built,  well  planted  with 
cannon,  and  properly  defended.  Under  the  cannon 
of  Gloria  caftle  and  fort  St.  Jeronimo,  all  the  (hips 
in  the  harbour  rode  at  anchor;  and  this  defence  with 
the  guns  on  the  Iron  caftle  rendered  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour  extremely  difficult.  At  the  bottom  of 
the  harbour  lies  the  town  of  Porto  Bello,  built  along 
the  (hore  in  the  (hape  of  a  half  moon  -9  it  is  long  and 
narrow,  with  two  main  ftreets  befides  that  run  a-crofs, 
and  a  fmall  parade  in  the  middle  of  the  town  fur- 
rounded 
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rounded  with  pretty  good  dwellings-,  the  whole  num- 
ber of  houfes  amounts  to  about  live  hundred,  two 
churches,  a  treafury,  cuftom-houfe,  and  an  exchange. 
The  eaft  fide  is  low  and  fwampy,  and  the  fea  at  low 
water  leaves  the  (hore  within  the  harbour  a  great  way 
bare  from  the  houfes.  The  bottom  here  being  a 
blackifti  filthy  mud,  is  very  fetid,  and  occafions  nox- 
ious vapours  by  reafon  of  the  heat  of  the  climate, 
which  lies  in  the  tenth  degree  of  north  latitude: 
hence  alfo  it  is  but  thin  of  inhabitants,  except  at  the 
time  of  the  fair,  which  alone  raifes  the  reputation  of 
the  place,  it  being  the  market  through  which  is  an 
annual  circulation  of  all  the  wealth  of  Peru,  and  the 
manufactures  of  Europe.  It  was  taken  by  the  Buc- 
caneers in  1688,  but  afterwards  being  re-fortified 
more  ftrongly,  it  had  for  fome  time  been  reckoned 
impregnable-,  fo  that  it  was  formerly  given  out  that 
a  fquadron  of  (hips,  and  at  leaft  eight  thoufand  men 
could  not  take  it,  when  the  Britifh  (hips  lay  rotting, 
and  its  failors  dying  away  at  the  Baltimentos  :  though 
admiral  Vernon  had  aflerted  in  the  houfe  of  comrnons, 
that  he  would  take  it  with  "only  fix  (hips  of  war." 

Commodore  Brown  in  the  Hampton-court  led  the 
attack  with  great  bravery  ;  he  was  well  fupported 
by  captain  Herbert  in  the  Norwich,  and  captain 
Mayne  in  the  Worcefter.  Upwards  of  four  hundred 
(hot  were  fired  at  the  Iron  fort.  The  admiral  per- 
ceived that  the  Spaniards  had  quitted  feveral  parts 
of  the  fort ;  whereupon  he  made  fignal  for  the  boats, 
in  which  were  about  forty  failors,  with  a  company  of 
marines  and  their  officers,  to  land  with  all  imaginable 
expedition,  whilft  he  was  coming  up  to  the  fort  to 
batter  it.  The  admiral  luffing  up  as  near  the  fort 
as  he  conveniently  could,  was  faluted  with  a  whole 
volley,  every  (hot  of  which  almoft  took  place  j  one 
beat  away  the  ftern  of  his  barge,  another  ftiivered  a 
large  gun  on  his  upper  deck,  a  third  went  through 
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his  fore  top  maft,  and  a  fourth  paffing  through  the 
awnings  within  a  few  inches  of  the  main-malt  beat 
down  the  barricado  of  the  quarter  deck  not  far  from 
where  the  admiral  ftoody  killed  three  men,  and  wounded 
five  more,  the  Spaniards  all  this  time  vainly  ima- 
gining that  they  could  fink  the  whole  fquadron  j  yet 
this  was  To  far  from  intimidating  our  failors,  that 
they  returned  the  falute  fo  crTc&ually,  that  though 
the  enemy  difcharged  a  few  more  fhot,  they  did  us 
afterwards  no  considerable  damage :  for  the  fire  of 
the  admiral's  fmall  arms  fcoured  the  lower  batteries 
of  the  Spaniards,  driving  them  from  thence  where 
they  could  do  mod  execution  *  and  by  this  means 
alfo  our  men  werefecured  in  landing;  which,  as  the 
Spaniards  afterwards  owned,  was  the  principal  occa- 
fion  of  their  abandoning  their  lower  batteries ;  the 
fmall  (hot  from  the  (hips  which  had  before  paded 
them  not  at  all  reaching,  though  their  cannon  had 
beat  down  fome  of  the  upper  part  of  the  fort.  As 
the  boats  came  near  the  admiral,  he  called  out  to 
them  to  land  direftly  under  the  walls  of  the  forr, 
in  the  front  of  their  lower  batteries-,  though  no  breach 
had  been  made.  Yet  this  happily  anfwered  expec- 
tation ;  for  they  all  landed  fafc  except  two  foldiers 
who  were  killed  by  the  fmall  arms  from  the  caflle. 
Upon  thrs  fome  feamen  fcaling  the  walls,  which  they 
chiefly  performed  by  one  man  fetting  himfelf  clofe 
under  an  embrafure,  whilft  another  climbed  upon  his 
ihoulders,  they  entered  under  the  mouth  of  a  great 
gun,  which  ft  ruck  fuch  a  general  panic  into  the  Spa- 
niards, that  the  officers  and  men  at  the  lower  battery, 
fled  farther  up  into  the  fort,  after  they  had  firft  hung 
out  a  white  flag  for  capitulating,  which  the  admiral 
anfwered  with  another ;  but  fuch  was  the  eagernefs 
of  his  own  men,  and  thofe  on  board  the  Strafford 
which  followed  him,  that  it  was  a  good  while  before 
he  could  flop  them  from  firing. 

In 
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In  the  mean  time  the  feamen  who  had  climbed  up 
the  walls  of  the  lower  battery*  having  firft  (truck  the 
colours,  afterwards  drew  up  the  foldicrs,  upon  which 
the  Spaniards  who  had  retreated  into  the  cattle  fur- 
rendered  at  difcretion;  of  thefe,  only  five  officers  and 
thirty-five  men  remained  out  of  three  hundred,  the 
reft  having  been  killed,  wounded,  or  made  their 
efcape.  After  rinding  all  their  efforts  of  refinance 
prove  ineffectual,,  they  (hut  themfelves  up  in  a  ftrong 
lodgement,  but  upon  our  men  firing  a  gun  through 
the  door,  they  foon  opened  it  and  begged  for  quarter. 

The  (hips  which  had  gone  in  before  the  admiral 
fell  fo  far  to  leeward,  that  they  were  not  within 
fight  of  the  Gloria  caftle;  but  the  admiral's  own  (hip 
lying  open  to  it,  they  kept  firing  one  of  their  largeft 
guns  at  him  till  night,  but  did  little  or  no  execution, 
and  all  the  damage  he  received  was,  one  (hot  which 
went  through  the  head  of  his  fore-top-maft  juftabov? 
the  rigging. 

The  admiral  finding  that  the  Spaniards  continued 
their  fire,  tried  fome  of  his  lower  tier,  which  being 
new  guns  anfwered  to  admiration,  carrying  over  Glo- 
ria caftle  into  the  town,  none  of  the  (hot  falling  (hort, 
one  lhot  went  through  the  governor's  houfe,  fome 
through  feveral  other  houfes,  and  one  funk  a  Hoop 
under  the  caftle. 

This  fuccefsful  beginning  was  attended  with  the 
lots  only  of  three  men  killed,  befides  five  mors 
wounded  in  the  admiral's  own  (hip,  the  like  number 
of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the  Worcefter,  and 
one  man  had  both  legs  (hot  off  on  board  the  Hamp- 
ton Court :  none  were  killed  or  wounded  in  the  reft 
of  the  fquadron,  and  only  two  foldiers  were  (hot 
at  the  firft  landing  *. 


♦  Berkley '$  Naval  Hiftory,  p.  $70, 
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The  next  morning,  being  the  22d  day  of  Novem- 
ber, the  admiral  went  on  board  the  Hampton  Court 
commodore  Brown,  in  order  to  call  a  council  of  war, 
and  give  the  neceffary  dire&ions  for  warping  the 
(hips  up  in  the  night  to  attack  Gloria  caftle,  as  it 
would  have  been  impracticable  to  attempt  it  in 
the  day  time.  But  in  this  he  was  prevented  bjr 
the  enemy's  hoifting  a  white  flag,  and  fending  a 
boat  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  admiral,  and  the 
conditions  figned  on  which  they  defired  to  capitu- 
late, viz.  That  the  governor  would  deliver  up  all 
the  fortifications,  provided  they  might  be  allowed 
to  march  out  with  the  honours  of  war,  have  an 
indemnity  for  themfelves,  the  town,  and  the  in- 
habitants, and  be  permitted  to  keep  all  the  (hips 
in  the  harbour.  This  laft  article  could  not  by 
any  means  be  admitted;  the  admiral  being  refolved 
to  have  the  (hips  which  had  done  the  Englifh 
merchants  all  the  injuries  they  complained  of  on 
thefe  coafts.  Accordingly  he  drew  up  the  articles 
on  which  he  was  willing  to  capitulate  with  the 
Spaniards,  and  fent  rhem  back  to  the  governor, 
allowing  him  only  a  few  hours  to  take  his  refo- 
lutlon.  But  within  the  time  limited,  the  conditions 
offered  were  accepted. 

Before  night  the  admiral  fent  captain  Newton, 
who  commanded  the  detachment  of  foldiers  from 
Jamaica,  with  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  fol- 
diers, who  took  poffeflion  of  Gloria  caftle  and  Je- 
ronimo  fort,  being  the  two  remaining  fortrefles  un- 
taken  which  defended  the  harbour;  the  former 
lying  below  the  town,  and  the  other  above  it. 
.  In  the  harbour  were  two  Spanifli  men  of  war  of 
twenty  guns  each,  together  with  a  fnow,  the  crews 
of  which  upon  feeing  the  regular  and  bold  attack 
made  on  the  Iron  fort,  and  defpairing  of  being  able 
to  defend  themfelves,  fell  to  plundering  the  town 
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in  the  night  of  the  twenty-firft,  and  committed  great 
outrages  on  the  inhabitants. 

From  the  feveral  fortrefles  the  admiral  took  on 
board  his  fquadron,  forty  pieces  of  brafs  cannon, 
ten  field  pieces,  four  mortars,  and  eighteen  patte- 
raroes  all  of  the  fame  metal,  and  rendered  unfer- 
viceable  above  eighty  iron  cannon  by  knocking  off 
their  trunnions  and  fpiking  them  up :  he  alfo  took  on 
board  all  their  ihot  and  ammunition,  except  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-two  barrels  of  powder,  which  he 
expended  in  fpringing  of  mines,  by  which  all  the 
fortifications  of  the  town  were  blown  up  and  entirely 
demolifhed,  and  the  harbour  left  open  and  defence- 
lefs. 

Ten  thoufand  dollars  which  had  arrived  for  paying 
the  Spanift  troops  at  Porto  Bello,  falling  into  the 
admiral's  hands,  he  diftributed  them  among  the 
forces  for  their  encouragement. 

Strift  attention  was  given  by  the  admiral  to  pre- 
vent the  inhabitants  fuffcring  in  their  perfons  or  ef- 
fefts  :  orders  were  delivered  out  to  all  the  captains 
of  the  fquadron,  to  fuffer  no  boats  to  go  aftiore,  but 
with  an  officer,  for  whofc  conduct  they  would  be 
refponfible.  As  the  mod  effedlual  means  of  prevent- 
ing outrages,  punifhment  was  not  only  denounced 
againll  offenders,  but  it  was  declared,  that  fuch 
fhould  be  deprived  of  their  (hare  of  the  feveral  cap- 
tures, which  were  lecured,  as  a  reward  for  their  gal- 
lant behaviour. 

On  the  27th,  the  admiral  was  joined  by  the  Di- 
amond, captain  Knowles  \  and  on  the  29th,  by  the 
Windfor,  captain  Berkley,  and  the  Anglefea,  cap- 
tain Reddifti. 

[From  the  papers  of  captain  Berkley,  this  ac- 
count is  principally  taken.] 

The  principal  engineer  in  dircdling  the  mines,  was 
captain  Knowles  of  the  Diamond,  aflilted  by  captain 
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Bofcawen,  (who  had  defired  to  fcrve  in  this  expedi- 
tion as  a  volunteer,  his  own  (hip,  the  Shoreham,  be* 
ing  unfit  for  Tea)  and  by  Mr.  Barnes,  purfer  of  the 
Wbrcefter,  who  having  been  an  officer  ?n  the  army, 
was  very  ufeful  on  this  occafion.  Commodore  Brown 
had  the  chief  direction  of  all  that  was  to  be  done  at 
Gloria  caftle  and  St.  Jeronimo  fort ;  and  captain 
Watfon,  of  the  admiral's  own  (hip  the  Buriord,  took 
care  of  the  execution  of  all  that  was  to  be  done  at 
the  Iron  fort,  where  the  walls  of  the  lower  battery, 
confiding  of  twenty-two  guns,  were  nine  feet  thick, 
and  of  a  hard  (lone  cemented  with  fine  mortar,  that 
it  was  remarkably  difficult  to  make  any  impreffion  in 
it  for  forming  a  mine. 

On  the  6th  of  December,  captain  Stapleton  re- 
turned from  his  cruize  off  Carthagena,  having  taken 
twoveffels  laden  with  ftorcs  and  provi (ions  going  to 
that  place. 

During  admiral  Vernon's  flay  at  P.orto-Bcllo,  he 
fent  a  letter  to  the  prefident  of  Panama,  demanding 
the  rcleafement  of  the  faftors,  and  fervanrs  belong- 
ing to  the  South-Sea  Company,  who  were  confined 
at  that  place,  together  with  the  rcftitution  of  their 
own  perfonal  effefts,  as  well  as  thofe  of  the  aforefaid 
company.  In  coniequence  of  this  meflage  the  pre- 
fident fent  an  officer  with  Mr.  Humphrys  and  Dr. 
Wright,  faclors,  and  alfo  with  the  fcrvants  of  the 
company,  who  were  delivered  to  the  admiral  at  Porto 
Bello. 

Thus  the  fortifications  of  that  place  were  demo- 
limed.  And  though  the  admiral  was  not  able  to 
pufh  his  conquefts  farther  up  the  country,  yet  the 
national  advantage  arifing  from  what  he  had  already 
done  was  very  confiderable,  particularly  as  the  traders 
of  Jamaica  had  now  a  fair  opportunity  of  opening 
an  extenfive  commerce  with  the  Spaniards,  who  were 
fond  of  clandeftincly  conveying  their  money  from 
Panama  over  the  ifthmus.  The 
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The  principal  point  now  remaining  was,  to 
diftrefs  the  galleons  in  Carthagena,  by  preventing 
them  from  receiving  any  fupplies  of  naval  (lores  and 
provifions,  which  they  greatly  wanted  ;  the  admiral 
Therefore,  on  the  nth  December,  ordered  captain 
Knowles,  in  the  Diamond,  to  accompany  the  fqua- 
dron  till  their  arrival  off  Carthagena,  and  then  to 
cruize  before  that  porr,  in  order  to  intercept  any  fup- 
plies, and  obierve  the  motions  of  the  galleons. 

On  the  13th  day  of  December,  the  admiral  failed, 
with  his  fquadron,  from  Porto  Bello,  on  his  return 
to  Jamaica ;  and  having  reafon  to  conclude,  from 
intelligence  given  him  by  captain.  Reddirti,  that  the 
Fcrrol  fquadron  might  be,  by  that  time,  in  thofefeas, 
on  the  15th  the  admiral  gave  orders  to  all  the  cap- 
tains, not  on  any  account  to  hazard  lofing  company 
with  the  flag;  and  that  in  cafe  of  feparation,  the- 
hrft  place  of  general  rendezvous  for  twenty-four 
hours,  fliould  be  under  Point  a  Canoe;  but  not  fee- 
ing any  thing  of  the  admiral  in  that  time,  they  were 
to  make  the  belt  of  their  way  for  the  next  place  of 
general  rendezvous,  namely,  Port-Royal.    The  a.d- 
nv.v.'A  being  off  Carthagena,  on  the  28th,  difpatched: 
for  England  captain  Renton,  in  the  SpaniQi  fnow, 
called  the  Triumph,  with  the  news  of  his  fuccefs  at 
Porto  Bello.    His  fquadron,  though  afterwards  dif- 
perfed  by  hard  gales,  and  receiving  damage  in  their 
mads  and  rigging,  at  laft  all  joined  the  admiral  at 
Pore-Royal. 

On  the  1 3th  day  of  March  1740,  captain  Renton 
arrived  in  England  with  his  difpatches  from  admiral 
Vernon.  This  fignal  fuccefs  was  no  fooner  made 
public,  than  bonfires  blazed  in  every  ftreet,  and  the 
houfes  were  illuminated :  the  lords  and  commons 
joined  in  an  addrefs  of  congratulation  upon  this,  fuc- 
cefs of  his  majefty's  arms.  The  commons  gratified 
every  wi(h  of  the  crown  in  voting  fupplies:  thirty- 
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five  tftoufand  feamen  were  ordered  for  the  fervice  of 
the  enfuing  year  ,  and  their  pay  to  be  four  pounds  a 
'  man  per  month,  for  thirteen  months ;  one  hundred 
and  eighteen  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fourteen 
pounds  one  (hilling,  was  voted  for  maintaining  fix 
regiments  of  marines,  confiding  of  four  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  ninety  men,  commiflion  and  non- 
commifiion  officers  included.  The  total  grants,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1740,  amounted  to  three 
million  eight  hundred  and  feventy-four  thoufand  Te- 
venty-fix  pounds  three  (hillings  and  feven-pence  three 
farthings  *.  A  proclamation  was  iffued,  offering  a 
bounty  of  two  guineas  on  every  able-bodied  feaman, 
and  thirty  fhilhngs  on  every  ordinary  feaman,  that 
fhould  enter,  on  board  any  of  his  majefty's  (hips. 

The  kjng  communicated  to  (he  houfe  his  intentions 
of  marrying  the  princefs  Mary  to  prince  Frederick  of 
HeflTe  Caffel ;  on  which  the  commons  unanimoufly 
granted  forty  thoufand  pounds  for  her  fortune ;  and 
in  May  the  ceremony  of  the  marriage  was  celebrated 
by  proxy;  the  duke  of  Cumberland  reprefenting  the 
prince  of  Hefie  &  and  in  June  the  princefs  embarked 
for  the  continent.  In  June  aifo  died  Frederick  Wil- 
liam, king  of  Prufiia,  who  was  fucceeded  by  Frede- 
rick, his  eldeft  fon?  who  afterwards  diftinguilhed 
himfelf  as  a  warrior  and  legiflator,  and  is  ftill  featcd 
On  the  throne. 

The  force  of  the  Britilh  arms  was  chiefly  dire&ed 
againft  the  Weft-India  iettlcments  of  the  Spaniards, 
and  the  reduftion  of  Porto  Bello  was  confidered  only 
as  an  earneft  of  more  decifive  fuccefs  in  that  quarter 
of  the  world.  The  Spaniards  had  equipped  a  con- 
siderable fquadron  at  Ferrol,  with  a  defign  to  fend  it 
to  America,  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the  Britifh 
arms.    To  prevent  the  failing  of  this  fleet,  Sir  John 

*  Annals  of  Europe,  for  1740. 
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Norris  was  fcnc  with  a  fuperior  one,  with  inftru&ions 
cither  to  block  it  up  in  port,  or  to  purfue  it  if  it  had 
failed.  In  this  expedition  the  duke  of  Cumberland 
ferved  as  a  volunteer.  A  long  continuance  of  con- 
trary winds  prevented  the  admiral  from  clearing  the 
Channel;  fo  that  the  Spanifh  fleet,  after  having 
been  joined  by  fomc  French  men  of  war,  got  out 
to  fea,  and  proceeded  to  the  Weft-Indies. 

Meanwhile  com  millions  had  been  iffued  for  railing 
a  regiment  of  four  battalions  in  the  Englifh  colo- 
nies in  North  America,  which  were  to  be  tranf- 
ported  to  Jamaica,  where  the  forces  from  England 
were  to  rendezvous.  Thele  confided  of  marines, 
and  detachments  from  old  regiments,  which  em- 
barked in  the  month  of  O&ober,  at  the  Ifle  of 
of  Wight.  Lord  Cathcart,  a  nobleman  of  tried  va- 
lour and  fkill  in  the  art  of  war,  commanded  the 
land-forces  \  Sir  Chaloncr  Ogle  had  the  command  of 
the  fleet,  which  confided  of  twenty-five  fliips  of  the 
line,  befides  frigates,  fire-lhips,  bomb-kecches,  and 
tenders.  They  were  likewife  turniihed  with  hofpital- 
fliips  and  ftore-fhips,  freighted  with  provifions,  am- 
munition, all  forts  of  warlike  implements,  and  every 
kind  of  convenience.  The  nation  entertained  the 
molt  fanguine  hopes  of  fuccefs,  from  an  armament 
fo  completely  equipped  #. 

At 

*  The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  men  of  war,  kc.  that  failed  from  St. 
Helen**  on  the  z6th  of  O&ober,  along  with  the  transports  for  the 
Wdt- Indies. 


Ships  Name 3. 

RuflW 

Amelia 

Boync 

Carolina 

Chicetler 

Cumberland 

Norfolk. 


Captains. 

Sir  Chaloaer  Ogle 

Norris 

Hennington 

Leltoclc 

Griffin 

Trevor 

Steiiart 

Craves 

P  a 


Guns.  Men. 

j        to  600 

So  600 

80  600 

80  600 

80  600 

80  600 

to  6.0 

Shrewlbury 
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At  this  time  happened  an  event,  which  fpread  the 
flames  of  war  over  great  part  of  Europe.  The  em- 
peror Charles  VI.  the  laft  prince  of  the  houfe  of 
Auftria,  died  at  Vienna,  on  the  20th  of  O&ober, 
and  was  fuccecded  in  his  hereditary  dominions,  by 
the  arch-dutchefs,  Maria  Terefa,  his  eldeft  daughter, 
who  was  married  to  the  grand  duke  of  Tufcany. 
But  though  her  fucceflion,  in  virtue  of  the  pragma- 
tic fanftion,  was  guarantied  by  all  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, it  produced  fuch  contefts  as  kindled  a  dreadful 
war  in  the  empire.  No  fooner  was  the  young  king 
of  Pruffia  informed  of  the  emperor's  death,  than  he 


Ships  Names. 
Shrewsbury 
Torbay 

Buckingham 
Orford 

Prince  Frederick 
Prince  of  Orange 
Suffolk 

Augufta 

Deptford 

Dunkirk 

Ifrfey 

JLvon 

Montagu 

Kippon 

Superbe 

Weymouth 

York 
Litchfield 


Opt 
Townfend 
Gafcoign 


Mitchell 

Lord  Auguftus  Fitsroy 
Lord  Autxry  Bcauclerc 
Olborn 
Davcrs 

Dennifon 

Mortyn 

Cooper 

Lawrence 

Cotterel 

Chambers 

Toller 

Heivey 

Knowles 

Cotes 

Cieland 


HOSPITAL  SHIPS. 

Princefs  Roval  Tucker 
Scarborough  Carter 


j*Etna 

Phaeton 

Strumbolo 

Firebrand 

Vemvius 

Vulcan 


FIRE  SHIPS. 

Fenwick 

Kennedy 

Hay 

Barnard 

Gay 

Pellet 


Guns.  Men. 

80  600 

80  6oo 

.  70  480 

70  480 

70  480 

7o  480 

70  4X0 

60  4.00 

60  400 

60  400 

60  40° 

60  400 

60  400 

60  400 

60  400 

60  400 

60  40© 

50  300 


95 

95 


45 
45 
45 
45 
45 
45 
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entered  Silefia  at  the  head  of  twenty-thoufand  men. 
At  the  fame  time  the  eledor  of  Bavaria  refufed  ta 
acknowledge  the  arch-dutchefs  as  queen  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia ;  alledging  his  pretenfions  to  thole 
countries,  as  the  descendant  of  the  emperor  Ferdi- 
nand J.  who  was  head  of  the  German  branch  of  the 
houleof  Auftria. 

Admiral  Vernon  did  not  remain  long  inaftive  after 
his  return  to  Jamaica  from  his  expedition  againft 
Porto  Bello.  He  had  been  joined  by  the  Greenwich 
man  of  war,  with  firefliipsj  bomb-vcffcls,  and  ftore- 
fiiips.  The  Burford,  on  board  of  which  the  admw 
ral  had  hoiftcd  his  flag  at  the  taking  of  Porto  Bello, 
having  run  upon  a  rock  off  Point  Canoa,  was  found 
fo  leaky  when  fhe  came  into  Port-Royal,  that  fhe  was 
obliged  to  be  careened  before  (he  could  again  put  to 
fca,  the  admiral  therefore  hoifted  his  flag  on  board 
the  Strafford,  and  proceeded  to  fca  the  latter  end  of 
February,  having  with  him  the  Strafford,  Princefs 
Louifa,  Windfor,  Greenwich,  and  Norwich.  The 
Burford  was  ordered  to  follow  as  foon  as  fhe  could 
be  got  ready,  as  was  alio  the  Torrington.  The  ad- 
mirai's  defign  was  to  make  an  attack  upon  Cartha- 
gena. 

This  place  is  rendered  important  by  its  harbour, 
which  is  one  of  the  belt  that  is  known.  It  is  two 
leagues  in  extent,  and  has  a  deep  and  excellent  bot- 
tom. There  the  waters  are  lefs  agitated  than  on  the 
calmeft  rivers.  At  the  time  we  are  fpeaking  of, 
there  was  no  paffage  into  this  harbour  but  by  the  ca- 
nal of  BoccaChica,  which  was  fo  narrow,  that  only 
one  veffel  could  pafs  without  being  expofed  to  the 
crofs  batteries  of  forts  erected  on  both  fides, 

The  admiral  proceeded  on  his  way  with  a  favour- 
able wind,  and  on  the  ift  of  March  he  got  fight 
of  the  high  land  of  St.  Martha,  on  the  Spanifh  main, 
and  after  ordering  captain  Windham,  in  the  Green- 
wich, 
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wich,  to  ply  up  in  the  night  and  lie  to  windward  of 
the  port,  for  intercepting  whatever  might  be  going  in 
there,  the  admiral  bore  away  with  an  eafy  fail  for 
Carthagena. 

On  the  3d  at  noon  he  was  joined  by  the  Fal- 
mouth captain  Douglas,  and  that  evening  he  anchored 
before  the  town  with  his  fquadron,  in  nine  fathom 
water,  in  the  open  bay  called  Playa  Grande  ;  and  on 
the  6th  he  ordered  in  all  the  bomb  ketches,  with 
the  fmall  (hips  and  tenders  for  covering  and  affifting 
them,  and  continued  bombarding  till  nine  in  the 
morning.  The  fquadron  received  no  damage  from 
the  town ;  but  our  (hells  fell  there  with  pretty  good 
fuccefs,  particularly  into  the  principal  church,  the 
Jefuits  college,  and  the  cuftom  houfe,  demoli(hing 
feveral  houfes  between  them  \  and  a  (hell  which  fell 
upon  the  fouth  baftion,  filenccd  a  battery  of  ten  guns 
there  for  a  long  time. 

The  inhabitants  were  all  this  time  in  the  utmoft 
confternation  j  but  our  fquadron  was  too  inconfider- 
able  to  attempt  any  thing  further  j  and  accordingly 
the  admiral,  after  giving  orders  to  the  feveral  captains, 
that  in  cafe  of  feparation,  after  leaving  their  prefcnt 
ilation  off  Carthagena,  they  (hould  make  the  beft  of 
their  way  to  the  next  general  rendezvous,  either  in 
the  harbour  of  Porto  Bello*  or  off  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Chagre  in  the  bay,  to  the  eaftward  of  it,  weighed 
on  the  ninth,  and  made  fail  with  his  fquadron. 

After  making  the  fignal  for  the  line  of  battle,  he 
coafted  along  the  ftiore  towards  Bocca  Chica,  ob- 
ferving  at  that  time  the  particulars  for  regulating  any 
future  defcent  that  might  be  intended  againft  Car- 
thagena, while  the  Spaniards  fired  at  him  from  the 
three  fmall  caftles  without  Bocca  Chica,  though  none 
of  their  (hot  reached  him. 

The  admiral  having  received  intelligence,  that 
Don  Jofeph  de  Herrcra  in  the  Vizara,  a  Spaniflx  man 

of 
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of  war,  had  received  orders  from  Don  Bias  de  Lefo, 
governor  of  Carthagena,  to  come  and  join  him  at  chat 
place,  together  with  the  St.  Juan,  another  Spanifli 
man  of  war,  and  a  fnow ;  he  on  the  9th  ordered 
captain  Brrklcy  in  the  Windfor,  with  the  Greenwich, 
captain  Wyndham,  to  cruize  off  the  port  of  Car- 
thagena for  twenty  days,  to  intercept,  take,  or  dc- 
ftroy  the  faid  men  of  war,  but  more  efpecially  to 
watch  the  motions  of  the  galleons.  After  this  the 
admiral  made  fail  for  Porto  Belio,  in  order  to  re- 
pair the  damage  which  the  fmall  craft  had  received 
in  the  late  expedition. 

On  the  13th  being  joined  by  captain  Knowles 
in  the  Diamond,  the  admiral  ordered  him  to  go 
on  board  the  Succcfs  firefhip,  and  accompanied 
with  the  brig  tender,  to  get  off  the  mouth  of  the 
Chagre,  and  there  make  all  proper  obfervations, 
how" the  fort  at  the  mouth  of  ihat  river  might  be 
attacked,  whether  by  bombardment  or  cannonading ; 
and  particularly  to  inform  himfelf  of  the  foundings 
and  depth  of  water  thereabouts,  to  be  certain  how 
near  any  of  the  fhips  could  approach,  and  to  ob- 
ferve  what  convenient  landing  places  might  be  near, 
and  return  to  the  admiral  as  loon  as  he  could,  who 
would  be  making  an  eafy  fail  after  him,  and  lie 
off  the  faid  river  till  he  lhould  receive  information, 
on  which  he  was  to  form  his  future  plan  of  opera- 
tions. 

Next  day  the  admiral  anchored  with  his  fquadron 
in  Porto  Bello  harbour,  and  on  the  eighteenth  de- 
tached the  Eleanor  with  another  (loop  to  cruize  off 
the  mouth  of  the  Chagre  for  feven  days,  or  till  the 
fquadron  (hould  appear  off  that  river,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  Spanifh  privateer  (loops  from  putting  to 
fea  from  thence,  and  to  intercept  any  thing  that  might 
be  coming  thither.  The  Strafford  and  Norwich, 
with  all  the  fmall  veflcls  being  watered,  the  admiral 

got 
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got  out  to  fea  on  the  22d,  being  the  better  enabled 
to  undertake  the  expedition ;  as  during  his  day  at 
Porto  Bello,  he  had  got  an  cxa<5t  draught  of  all  the 
coaft  from  Porto  Bello  to  Chagre,  and  of  the  mouth 
of  that  river,  and  the  fhoal  before  ir,  from  Lowther 
the  pirate,  who  by  this  piece  of  fervice  to  his  country, 
took  the  opportunity  of  obtaining  his  pardon,  and 
returning  to  England  :  he  at  the  fame  time  had  left 
orders  with  the  Louifa  and  Falmouth  to  haften  their 
watering,  and  then  follow  him.  But  an  accident  in  the 
admiral's  fore-top-fail-yard  retarding  his  progrefs,  he 
ordered  captain  Herbert  in  the  Norwich,  to  make 
all  the  fail  he  could,  and  enter  the  harbour  of  Chagre 
before  him,  with  the  bomb-ketches,  and  all  the  fire- 
ihips  and  tenders  under  his  command,  with  captain 
Knowles  as  engineer ;  to  place  the  bomb-lloops,  in 
order  for  playing  on  the  caltle  of  Sr.  Lorenzo,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  and  tr>  cover  them  with  his  own 
snd  the  other  fhips  then  there. 

The  fame  day,  by  three  in  the  afternoon,  captain 
Knowles  got  to  anchor,  and  began  bombarding  and 
cannonading  that  evening  By  ten  at  night  the  ad- 
miral got  alfo  to  an  anchor  with  his  own  ihip  the 
Strafford,  as  did  the  Falmouth  and  Princcfs  Louifa^ 
which  followed  him  the  fame  nil  hr.  They  conti- 
nued bombarding,  and  three  fhips  kept  firing  leifuiely 
the  guns  of  their  lower  tier  till  Monday  the  a^rf, 
when  the  Spaniards  hung  out  a  flag  of  truce  from  the 
fort,  which  the  admiral  anfwered  from  his  own  fhip. 
Then  flopping  any  farther  execution  as  foon  as  pof- 
fible,  he  fent  captain  Knowles  a-lhore,  who  foon  re- 
turned with  Don  Juan  Carlos  Gutierer  de  Ranetta.% 
governor  of  the  fort,  to  whom  the  admiral  granted' 
a  capitulation,  the  fubftance  of  which  was,  that 
upon  his  Britannic  majefty^  troops  being  put  into 
immediate  pofleffion  of  fort  St.  Lorenzo,  the  guarda 
cofta  (loops,  and  the  king  of  Spain's  cuftonv-hoofc 
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being  alfo  delivered  op,  the  governor,  with  his  gar* 
rifon,  might  march  where  they  plcifed,  and  ihr  town 
of  Chagre  be  prefcrved  in  all  their  immnniriei. 

The  c.ipituLition  being  thus  fectled  and  agreed  to, 
the  admiral  fent  the  governor  a-fliore  with  captain 

nowles;  appointing  the  latter  governor  of  the  cattle 
for  his  feritannic  majdty,  and  a  garrifon  wi  h  him  of 
five  lieutenants  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  with 
all  the  boars  of  the  fleet  to  land  them :  when  by 
three  o'clock  that  afternoon,  captain  Knowles  en- 
tered the  fort  with  his  gar  rifon.  The  fame  evening 
captain  Knowles  placed  a  guard  upon  the  cuftom- 
houfe,  lying  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  river  Chagre; 
and  the  admiral  carrie  on  (hore  himfelf  by  day-break 
next  morning,  to  give  the  neccflTary  orders ;  when, 
finding  the  cuftom-houfe  full  of  goods  for  loading 
the  galleons,  fuch  as  guayaquil  cacao,  jefuits  bark; 
and  Spanifii  wool,  he  gave  immediate  orders  for  their 
berng  (hipped  off.  The  number  of  ferons  and  bags 
of  goods  amounted  to  forty-three  hundred.  The 
two  guarda  cofta  (loops  in  the  river,  being  all  that 
were  left  in  thofe  parts,  were  funk  juft  above  the 
cuftom-houfe,  after  their  decks  were  firft  broken  up 
and  other  wife  rendered  ufelefs. 

The  cuftom-houfe  being  entirely  cleared  by  Friday 
the  28th,  was  filled  with  combuftible  matter  and  fet 
on  fire  that  evening,  which  burnt  with  great  fiercenefs 
all  that  night. 

On  the  29th  in  the  morning,  eleven  brafs  cannon, 
and  as  many  patteraroes  of  the  fame  metal,  together 
with  the  Englifti  garrifoo,  being  embarked,  mines 
were  fprung  under  the  lower  baftion  which  entirely 
detnoliflied  it  then  two  more  were  fprung  to  blow 
up  fome  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  works ;  and  after- 
wards all  the  inner  buildings  of  the  caftle  were  fer 
on  fire  and  kept  burning  all  the  night  of  the  29th. 
On  the  30th  vice-admiral  Vernon  put  to  fca  with  his 

Vol.  IV.  fquadronj 


Digitized  by  Google 


U4      NAVAL  HISTORY  [BookVK 

fquadron*  and  on  the  xft  of  April  in  the  evening* 
he  got  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  of  Porto  Bello, 
where  he  was  joined  by  the  Windfor  and  Greenwich, 
juft  arrived  from  their  cruize  off  Carthagcna :  and 
on  the  2d  he  was  alfo  joined  by  the  Burford*.  Ad- 
miral Vernon  with  the  chief  of  his  fquadron  loon  after 
returned  to  Jamaica,  and  on  the  third  of  May  he 
arrived  fafe  at  Port  Royal. 

In  the  town  and  fort  of  Chagre  were  found  two 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-two  ferons,  two' 
buts  and  five  hogflieads  of  cocoa  j  one  thoufand  two 
hundred  and  forty  ferons,  four  butts  four  hogflieads 
and  twelve  puncheons  of  Jefuit's  bark,  and  three 
hundred  and  twenty-feven  bails  of  Vieonia  wool  * 
the  whole  valued  at  feventy  thoufand  pounds,  be- 
fides  plate  and  other  efftdks  to  a  confiderable  amount. 
So  that  the  officers  and  feamcn  were  handfomely  re- 
warded for  reducing  the  cattle  f.  About  the  begin- 
ning of  June,  admiral  Vernon  received  advice  by  a 
packet,  fent  exprefs  to  him  from  lord  Tyrawley,  the 
Britiih  minifter  at  Liibon,  that  the  Spanifli  fquadron* 
was  failed  from  Cadiz,  and  fuppofed  to  be  defigned  for 
the  Weft-Indies ;  whereupon  the  admiral  failed  out 
immediately  with  his  fquadron  upon  a  cruifc  to  the 
windward,  hoping  to  have  the  good  fortune  to  meet 
with  them  in  their  parage;  buc  after  cruifing  for 
fome  days  and  receiving  no  information  concerning 
them  he  returned  to  Jamaica.  The  abatement  of 
this  commander's  zeal  firft  appeared  in  the  ftiortnefs 
of  this  crurfe. 

Admiral  Vernon  now  became  the  idol  of  the  peo-- 
pie,  being  looked  upon  as  another  Drake  or  Ruflcl 
in  England,  a  fccond  Raleigh  or  Blake  in  America, 
and  a  high  veneration  was  paid  to  his  name  among 
all  ranks  and  conditions  of  men  in  the  Britiih.  domi- 

•  Admiral  Vernon's  difpatches ,  publijhcd  in  the  London  Gazette. 
+  Annadi  of  Europe. 
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nions.  His  majcfty  was  fo  fully  perfuaded  of  the 
admiral's  zeal  for  his  fcrvice,  and  his  good  conduit 
in  taking  fuch  meafurcs  as  would  mod  effectually 
conduce  thereto,  that  he  Jett  it  entirely  to  his  dif- 
cretion  to  ail  againft  the  Spaniards,  in  fuch  manner 
and  in  fuch  places  as  (hould  appear  to  him  bed  for 
anfwering  the  ends  proposed  by  his  majefty's  former 
orders.  His  majcfty  alio  gave  particular  commands 
to  the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  to  affure  the  admiral  of 
his  entire  approbation  of  his  conduft  in  the  late  ex- 
pedition, and  the  humaniry  with  which  he  treated 
the  inhabitants  after  the  reduftion  of  Porto  Bello. 

The  Princeffa,  a  Spanilh  war,  having  fixty-eight 
guns  and  fix  hundred  men,  happened  to  fall  in  with 
the  Lenox,  on  board  of  which  was  commodore 
Maine,  xhe  Kent,  captain  Durell,  and  the  Orford, 
lord  Auguftus  Fitzroy  The  Spanifti  (hip  was  high 
built,  and  thereby  poffeffed  the  advantage  of  being 
able  to  fire  her  lower  tier  of  guns  in  bad  weather. 
She  was  larger  than  our  firft-rates,  her  guns  of  an 
uncommon  fize,  ana  mod  of  them  brafs.  She  was 
efteemedone  of  the  fineft  veffels  in  the  navy  of  Spain. 
The  a&ion  began  about  eleven  in  the  morning,  and 
was  maintained  with  great  firmnefs,  though  with  a 
.cool  and  deliberate  valour,  until  a  quarter  after  five 
in  the  afternoon,  when  the  Spanifh  captain  *  (truck 
to  lord  Auguftus  Fitzroy.  When  (he  was  broughc 
into  Portfmouth,  her  ftrength,  and  the  appearance 
of  the  daughter  which  had  been  made  among  her 
crew,  teftified  the  obftinacy  of  the  combat.  Captain 
Durell  had  one  of  his  hands  (hot  away  in  the  aftiqn. 
She  was  taken  off  Cape  Finifterre. 

The  parliament  affembled  on  the  15th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1740.  Forty  thoufand  feamen  were  voted 
at  the  ufual  rate  per  man,  alfo  four  thoufand  fix 

♦  Don  Parle  Auguftino  de  Gera.  This  aftion  happened  on  the  Sth 
day  of  April. 
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hundred  and  twenty  marines;  for  the  raifing  and 
maintaing  of  which  ninety  thouland  two  hundred 
and  one  pounds  and  ten  (hillings  was  granted.  The 
fum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  thouland  fix 
hundred  and  ninety-one  pounds  ten  {hillings  and  ten 
pence  was  granted  to  his  majefty,  for  the  ordinary 
of  the  navy,  including  half  pay  to  feaofficers.  Two 
hundred  and  fix  y-(ix  thouland  five  hundred  and 
twelve  pounds  fixtcen  (hillings  and  five- pence  half- 
penny was  voted  for  maintaining  his  majefty 's  forces 
and  garrifons  in  the  plantations,  Minorca,  Gibraltar  $ 
and  for  provifions  for  the  garrifons  at  AnnapolU 
$oyal,  Canfo,  Placentia,  Gibraltar  and  Georgia. 
The  whole  of  the  fupplies  granted  to  his  majelly  for 
the  krvice  of  the  year  1741,  amounted  to  five  mil- 
lions eighteen  thouland  fix  hundred  and  fifty-one 
pounds  and  five-pence  farthing  *. 

Qn  the  loth  day  of  February  1 740^41 ,  Sir  Charles 
Wager  prefented  to  phe  houfe  of  commdns,  purfuanc 
%o  their  addrefs  to  his  majefly,  the  following  eflimat^ 
pf  the  debt  of  the  navy, 

- 

♦  Annals  of  Europe, 
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A  bill  was  brought  in  by  the  rpiniftry,  the  pro- 
fcfled  purpofc  of  which  was,  fd'r  the  encouragerrWnf 
and  increafe  of  feamen,  and  for  the  better  and  fpe-' 
dier  manning  of  his  majefty's  fleet  linder  colour  t>f 
which  a  power  was  given  to  juftices  of  peace,  to' 
iffue  their  warrants  to  conftables  arid  head  borough*^ 
authorizing  them  to  fearch  by  day  or  by  nighCfof 
fuch  fea-faring  men  as  fhould  conceal  themTclves' 
within  their  jurifdf&jon.  A:  power  was  hereby  giverV 
to  thefe  inferior  officers,  to  force  open  doors  in  cafcf 
of  refiftance,  and  for  evfery  feaman  which  they  fodhd, 
and  delivered  over  to  the  regulating  captain,  ;the/ 
were  entitled  to  a  certain  gratuity.  Its  farther  ob- 
ject was  to  efiablilb  a  general  regifter  for  feamen 
in  his  majefty's  fervice.  The  tendency  of  this  aft 
was  violently  reprobated  by  the.  members  in.op- 
pofition.  On  this  occafion,  the  fpeakers  that  moft 
eminently  diltinguifhed  themfelves  were,  Sir  John 
Barnard,  Mr.  Pulteney,  Mr.  Sandys,  lord  Gage, 
Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Lyttelton  who,  in  a  very  able 
manner,  contended  for  the  inherent  right,  which 
every  Britifh  fubjett  pofleflird,  of  receiving  protect 
tion  and  fecurity  from  the  laws  of  his  country  ;  Whtlft 
the  objeft  of  this  aft  was  to  expofe  them  to  outrage 
and  violence.  Mr.  Pitt  directed  all  the  thunder'  of 
his  eloquence  againft  a  defign,  calculated  to  eftablifh 
the  power  of  the  crown  upon  the  deft  ruction  of  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  and  fhewed  that  the  plea  of 
heceflity  which  was  made  ufe  of  by  thofe,  who  coun- 
tenanced the  bill,  was  futile  and  inadmiflible.  Mr. 
H.  Walpole  attempted  to  combat  thefc  arguments, 
by  perfonal  farcafms  on  the  members  who  had  urged 
them;  he  threw  out  fomc  illiberal  reflections  on 
Mr.  Pitt's  youth,  and  obferved,  that  the  difcov^ry 
of  truth  was  very  little  promoted  by  pompous  dic- 
kion  and  theatrical  emotion.  Thefc  invectives  occa* 
fioned  Mr.  Pitt  again  to  rife.  He  faid,  he  would 
Vol.17.  R  not 
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not  undertake  to  determine  whether  youth  could  be 
juftly  imputed  to  any  man  as  a  reproach :  but  he 
affirmed,  that  the  wretch,  who  after  having  feen  the 
confequence  of  repeated  errors,  continues  dill  to 
blunder,  and  whofe  age  has  only  added  obftinacy  to 
ftupidity,  is  furely  the  objeA  of  either  abhorrence  or 
contempt,  and  deferves  not  that  his  grey  hairs  (hould 
fecure  mm  from  cenfure :  much  more  is  he  to  be  ab- 
horred; who,  as  he  has  advanced  in  age,  has  receded 
from  virtue,  and  becomes  more  wicked  with  lefs 
temptation;  who  proftitutes  himfelf  for  money, 
which  he  cannot  enjoy;  and  employs  the  remnant  of 
bis  days  in  plotting  the  ruin  of  his  country. — Such 
were  the  arms  with  which  this  able  ftatefman,  "  ihook 
corruption  on  its  venal  throne.**  The  nation  in  ge- 
neral were  alarmed  at  the  tendency  of  this  bill.  Pe- 
titions were  prefented  from  the  city  of  London  and 
county  of  Gloucefter,  againft  the  bill,  as  detrimental 
to  the  trade  and  navigation  of  the  kingdom,  by  ren- 
dering Tailors  averfe  to  the  fervice,  in  (lead  of  encou- 
raging them  to  enter  into  it.  But  thefc  reprefenta- 
tions  were  received  with  an  undifguifed  contempt : 
however,  every  exceptionable  claufe  produced  a  warm 
debate,  and  in  its  progrefs  through  the  houies,  it 
underwent  fuch  alterations  and  amendments,  as 
(tripped  it  of  thofe  fevcre  claufes  which  it  at  firft  con- 
tained. 

The  prime  minifter  had  by  this  time  rendered  him- 
felf extremely  unpopular  throughout  the  kingdom. 
The  manner  in  which  the  war  was  prolecuted,  fprcad 
a  general  diflatisfa&ion.  Fleets  had  been  equipped 
at  a  vaft  expence,  but  their  deftination  had  ended  in 
nothing  more  than  empty  parade.  Murmurs  were 
circulated  through  the  kingdom;  becaufe  whilft 
Great  Britain  poffeffed  an  unqueftionable  fuperiority 
at  fea,  a  Spanifii  fleet  had  failed  from  Cadiz,  and 
after  that  from  Fcrrol,  without  annoyance.  The 
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commerce  of  England  fuffered  eflentially  from  the  vigi- 
lance of  Spanifh  cniifers,  whilft  the  captures  made 
upon  the  Spaniards  were  inadequate  to  the  loffes  fuf- 
tained.  As  a  farther  incentive  to  national  difcon- 
tents,  the  court  of  France  no  longer  adhered  to  chofe 
pacific  meafures,  which  had  hitherto  been  purfued  under 
the  adminiftration  of  Cardinal  Fleury.  This  benig- 
nant minifter  had  indeed  the  addrefs  to  lay  aflcep 
that  reftlefs  and  contentious  fpirit,  which  was  ever 
prompting  that  kingdom  to  embroil  the  dates  of  Eu- 
rope. This  return  to  its  habitual  propenfities,  ap- 
peared in  orders  being  iflued  for  the  harbour  and 
fortifications  of  Dunkirk  to  be  repaired  ;  the  French 
king  had  Tent  out  a  fquadron  to  the  Weft-Indies,  in 
conjunftion  with  the  fleet  of  Spain,  fo  that  a  rupture 
with  France,  was  confidered  as  an  event  at  no  great 
diftance.  This  pofture  of  public  affairs  caufed  the 
power  of  the  miniftry  to  decline,  and  the  oppofition 
to  gain  ftrcngth. 

During  this  feffion  a  bill  was  brought  in  to  prohibit 
the  pradtcc  of  infuring  (hips  belonging  to  the  ene- 
mies of  the  nation ;  but  it  was  vjgorouAy  oppofed  by 
Sir  John  Barnard  and  Mr.  Willimot,  who  proved 
chat  this  kind  of  traffic  was  advantageous  to  the  king- 
dom, and  the  fcheoie  was  therefore  dropped. 

On  the  1 8th  of  March  an  addrefs  was  prefented 
to  his  majefty  by  both  houics  of  parliament,  congra- 
tulating him  on  admiral  Vernon's  fuccefs,  by  enter- 
ing the  port  and  taking  the  town  of  Porto  Bello,  and 
demolifhing  all  the  forts  andcaftles  belonging  thereto, 
with  fix  ftiips  of  war  only  and  reprefenting, 
that  it  could  not  fail  of  giving  the  utmoft  joy  to  all 
his  majefty's  fubje&s,  fince  it  afforded  the  moft  rea- 
fonable  hopes  that  it  might  highly  contribute  to  the 
obtaining  real  and  effe&ual  lecurity  of  thofe  juft 
rights  of  navigation  and  commerce  belonging  co  his 
maiefty's  fubye&s,  for  the  prefervation  of  which  his 
majefty  had  entered  into  that  neceffary  wan 

R  2  An 
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An  addrefs  was  alfo  prefented  to  his  toajefty  by  the 
city  of  London,  on  the  fame  occafion.  The  parlia- 
ment voted,  that  the  thanks  of  both  houfes  fhould 
be  tranfmit'ed  to  the  admiral  for  his  eminent  ferviccs. 
And  the  citizens  of  London,  as  a  farther  mark  of 
diftinttion  voted  him  the  freedom  of  the  city,  to  be 
prefen^ed  to  him  m  a  gold  box. 

Before  we  enter  upon  the  naval  operations  of  the 
year  1741,  the  following  accurate  lift  of  the  navy, 
and  the  deftination  of  each  (hip  will  be  neceflary,  in 
order  to  convey  to  our  readers  an  idea  of  the  ftrength 
of  the  kingdom  at  that  time. 


A  LIST  of  his  Majefty's  ROYAL  NAVY. 

7bofe  with  this  Mark  *  were  ou  the  Ordinary ,  the  re/1  in 
Commtjjion. 

H.  O.  and  V,  (hew  the  Ships  which  were  of  Admiral 
Haddock's,  Ogle's,  and  Vernon's  Squadron, 

Firft  Rate,  100  Guns,  850  Men,  1700  to  2000  Tons, 

Ships,  Captain*  Places  and 

Royal  Anne* 
Britannia* 

R.  George  Allen  \  Chatham 

London* 

R.  Sovereign  Eaulkener 
Vt£lory  Falkland  Portfmouth 

R.  William*  Portfmouth 


Second  Rate,  90  Guns,  750  Men,  from  14  to  1600  Tons 

Chatham 
Portfmouth 
Chatham 
Portfmouth 
Chatham 

Clinton 


Barfleur* 
Blenheim* 
Puke 
St,  George 
Pr,  George* 
Marlborough 


Com.  Brown 
Dilks 


Chatham 


Namure* 
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Ships. 

Namurc* 

Neptune 

Prince* 

Ramillies 

Princefs  R.* 

Sandwith 

Union* 


of  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Captains. 

. .   .  « 

Whorwood 


I2g 

Placet  and  Admirah* 
Portfmouth 
Chatham 
Chatham 
Portfmouth 


Mead 


Chatham 


Third  Rate,  80  Guns,  600  Men,  from  1 100  to  i^oTons. 

♦ 

^Jamaica,  O. 


Amelia  P. 
Boyne 
Caroline  P. 
Cambridge 
Chicheftcr 
Cornwall* 
Cumberland 
Devonfhire* 
Dorfeiflnre* 
Lancalter 
Newark 
Norfolk 
Ruffel 

Slrewfbury 

S<merfet 

Tbrbay 


Hfinington 

Leftock 

Griffin 


Trevor 

1 

Stuart 

Coyley 

Graves 
Norris 
Town  fend 
Barnefley 
Gafcoigne 


} 


Spithead 
Jamaica,  O. 
Chatham 
Lifbon  > 
Woolwich 
Portfmouth 
Mediterranean,  H. 
Chatham 

Jamaica,  O. 

Mediterranean,  H. 
Jamaica,  O, 


70  G.  480  M. 


Bewick* 
Betford* 
Bu/ord 
Buikingham 
Cajtain* 
Ediiburgh* 

Graton 

Eliz.bcth 

Efle> 

Hamjtoo  Court 

Jpfwrh 

Kent 


Portfmouth 


Wat fon  Jamaica,  V. 

Young  Spithead,  ret, 

Woolwich 

Chatham 
Ld.  A.  Beauclerk  Jamaica,  O. 
Rycault  Spithead 
Durell  Portfmouth 
Robinfon  Deptford 
Dent  Jamaica,  V. 

Martin  Mediterranean,  H* 

Mitchel  Spithead 

Lenox 
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Ships*  Captaini.  Placet  and  Admirals. 

Lenox  Covil  Mayne  Portfmouth 

Monmouth*  Deptford 

NafTau  Medley  Sheernefs 

Northumberland*  Woolwich 

Orange  P.  Ofborne  Lifbon,  Q, 

Norwich  Herbert  Jamaica,  V. 

Royal  Oak*  Plymouth 

Orford  Ld.  Aug.  Fitzroy  Jamaica,  O. 

Revenge*  Deptford 

Suffolk  Davics  Jamaica,  O. 

Stirling-cattle*  Chatham 

Yarmouth*  Portfmouth 

Fourth  Rate,  60  Guns,  400  Men,  from  600  to  1000  Tons. 

Augufta  Dennifon  Jamaica,  O. 

Canterbury  ♦  Plymouth 

Centurion  Anfon  Secrtt  Strvict. 

Dragon  Barnard  Mediterranean,  H. 

Deptford  Moftyn  Jamaica,  0. 

Dunkirk  Cooper  Jamaica,  O. 

Dreadnought*  Portfmouth 

Defiance  Jamaica,  V. 

Exeter*  Plymouth 

Jerfey  Laurence  Jamaica,  0. 

Kingfton  Ri  h.  Norria  Plymouth 

Pr.  Louifa  Stapleton  Jamaica,  f. 

Lion  Cotterel  Jamaica,  0. 

Mary  Princefs*  Portfmouth 

Medway*  Poafmouth 

Montague  Chambers  Jamaica,  O. 

Nottingham*  Sheernefs 

Pembroke  Lee  Mediterranean,  //. 

Plymouth  Sir  Rog.  Butler  Mediterranean,//, 

Rupert  Ambrofe  Sheernefs 

Rippon  Jotty  Jamaica,  O. 

Sunderland  Byng  Mediterranean  H. 

Strafford  Trevor  Jamaica,  F. 

Superb  Harvey  Lifbon,  O. 

Tilbury  Long  Jamaica,  V. 

Wndfor  Berkeley  Jamaica,  V. 

Wirwick 
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Ships. 

Warwick 
Weymouth 
Worcefter 
York 

50  G.  300  M. 

Advice 

Affiftance 

St.  Albans 

Antelope* 

Argyle 

Briftol 

Chatham 

Colchefter 

Chefter 

Dartmouth* 

Falkland 

Falmouth 

Greenwich 

Gloucefter 

Guernfey 

Hampfliire* 

Litchfield 

Leopard* 

Nonfuch* 

Ncwcaftle 

Norwich 

Oxford 

Portland 

Prefton* 

Panther 

Ruby 

Romney 

Rochefter 

Saliibury 

Severn 

Sutherland* 

Tyger 

Woolwich* 

Wincheiter 


Captains. 

Toller 

Perry-Mayne 
Gotes 


Places  and  Admirals. 
Mediterranean 
gone  to  Jamaica 
Jamaica,  V% 
Jamaica,  O, 


Mediterranean 
Spithead 
Turky  Convoy 
Woolwich 
Convoy  to  Med». 
Plymouth 
Africa 

Off  the  Lizard 
Portfmouth 
Woolwich 
Portfmouth 
Jamaica,  V. 
Woolwich 
Anfon 
Nore 


Cleland 
Vincent 

Lingen 
Young 
Strange 

Sir  Will.  Hewit. 
Slaughter 

Oliphant 
Douglas 

Mitchel 
John  Forbes 

building  at  Ipfwich 
Knowles  Jamaica,  O. 

building  at  London  in  amerchant's  yard. 


Fox 

RuAel 
Hawes 

Cotes 
Frogmore 
Smith 
Allen 

Peter  Ofborne 
Leggc 

building  at 

Forbes 
Lloyd 


Cape  Finifterre 

Jamaica,  V. 

Mediterranean,  H. 

Barbadoes 

Plymouth 

Cork 

Briftol 

Convoy,  H. 

Portfmouth 

Cork 

Anfon 

London 

Sheernefs 

Deptford 

Virginia 

Fifth 
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Fifth  Rate,  40  Gups,  250  Men,  from  500  to  600  Tons* 


Ships. 

Anglefea 

Adventure* 

Diamond* 

Dover 

Eltham 

Enterprize*  > 

Folftone*  S 

Fowey* 

Feverfham* 

Gofport* 

Haftings* 

Heaor 

Kingfale* 

Ludlow-caftle 

Lark 

Liverpool 

Lynn* 

Mary  Galley 

Pearl 

Roebuck 

Sapphire* 

South-Sea-caftle 

Torrington 


Captains. 

Rcddiih 


G.  Burrifh 
Smith 


Place*  and  Admirals. . 

Weft-Indies,  F. 
rebuilding  at  Hull. 
Portfmouth 
Sheernefs 
Portfmouth  * 

rebuild,  at  Liverpool 

Portfmouth 
rebuild,  at  London 
rebuild,  at  Liverpool 


ditto 

SirVelvertonPeytonVirginia 

rebuilding 


Ld.  G.  Graham 
Ld.  Bamf 

John  Durell 

Kidd 

Crawford 

Cuzack 
Knight 


Jamaica,  V, 
Convoy  to  Turkey 

rebuild,  at  London 

Convoy 

Anfon 

Portfmouth 

rebuild,  at  London 

Virginia  Convoy 

Jamaica 


Sixth  Rate,  20  Guns,  130  Men,  from  300  to  400  Tons. 

Pocock  Mediterranean,  //. 

Burrifh  Spithead 
Ld.  Forrefter  Cork 


Al  borough 
Blandford 
Biddeford 
Bridgwater 
Deal-caftle 
Durfley  Galley 
Dolphin 
Experiment 
Flamborough 
Fox 

Gibraltar 

Greyhound 

Garland 


Pet 

Weft 

T.  Smith 

Holbourne 

Renton 

Pearce 

Matters 

Wager  Purvis 

Balchcn 

Watfon 


Lynn 
Spithead 

Mediterranean,  H. 
Leith 

Jamaica,  V% 

New  York 

Plymouth 

Finifterre 

Deptford 

Mediterranean 
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Ships. 

iCennington 

Loweftaffe 

Lyme 

Lively 

Phoenix 

Portmahon 

Rofe 

Rye 

Seahorfe 

Shorehaoi 

Squirrel 

Seaford* 

Shcernefs 

Solebay* 

o  ucce 1 s 

Scarborough 

Tartar  Pink 

Winchelfea 

Wacer 

R.  Caroline 


of  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


Captains. 

Peyton 

Drummond 

Ld.  Mont.  Bertie 

Swayiland 

Tar.fliawe 

Pawlct 

Frankland 

Lumington 

Limtburner 

B>!cawen 

Warren 

■ 

R.  Maynard 


Thornpfon 
Lifle 

Townfljend 
Cheoe 
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Places  and  Admirals. 

Conv.  from  Lilbon 
Leeward  Iflands 
Cork 
Guernfey 
South  Carolina 
Portugal  Convoy 
Bahama  Iflandi 
Oporto 
Jamaica,  V. 
Jamaica,  V. 
New  York 
building  at  Shoreham 

Jamaica,  V. 
building  at  Plymouth 
No  re 
Lizard 
S.  Carolina 
cruifin*  off  C.  Finifterre 
An  Ton 

Sir  Charles  Hardy  Dcptford  iog.  70m. 
F  I  R  E    S  H  I  P  S. 

Places. 
Mediterranean 
Jamaica, 
Lyme 

Jamaica,  V. 
Mediterranean 
Jamaica,  V. 
Jamaica,  O. 
Mediterranean 
Jamaica,  0. 
Lyme 

Jamaica,  O. 
Jamaica,  V. 
Jamaica,  0. 
Jamaica,  O. 
Jamaica,  V* 
M  edi  terra  n.  H. 
Jamaj^a,  F. 

The  three  Uft  two  MotUrs  each. 

S  BOMB 


Fire  Ships. 

C. 

Sw.  M. 

Captains. 

Anne  Galley 

8 

0 

55 

Hughes 

./Etna 

8 

45 

Fen  wick 

Blaze 

8 

45 

Gideon 

Cumberland 

8 

45 

B  rode  lick 

Duke 

8 

45 

Rue 

Eleanor 

8 

45 

Colcby 

Firebrand 

8 

45 

Barnard 

Mercury 

8 

45 

Kennedy 

Phaeton 

8 

45 

Scipio 

8 

45 

Campbell 

Strombulo 

8 

45 

Hay 

Succefs 

8 

55 

Hore 

Vefuvius 

8 

45- 

Guy 

Vulcan 

8 

45 

Potter 

Alderney 

8 

12 

60 

Scott 

Salamander 

6 

8 

60 

Harrifon 

Terrible 

6 

8 

90 

Allen 
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BOMB  SLOOPS,  10  Car.  13  Sw.  80  Men, 

Captaini.        Placet  and  AdtlK 
Hoicomb  Portfmouth 


Ships. 

Blaft 
Bafilifc 
Carcafe 
Furnace 
Lightning 
Thunder 


Sloops.  CiSw.M. 


Bonctta 
Cruizcr 
Dr.ke 

Deptford  Priae 
Fly 

Grampus 
Hawk 
Hound 
Otter 
Pembrok 


Seaflre 
Shark 
Spy 
Swift* 
S pence 
Sakafh 
Tryal 
Wolf 

R.  Efcape 


8  12 

8  12 

8  12 
10 

8  12 
6  10 
8  12 

4  4 

8  10 

8  12 

8  12 

8  12 
8  12 
8  12 
8  12 

4 


90 
90 

£ 

90 
70 
90 

45 
80 


90 

70 

45 

90 

90 
90 
90 

3° 


Store  Ships. 

Deptford  24  16  120 

Aftrea  24  16  120 

Hospital  Ships. 

Pr.  Royal  18  92 

Scar   boicu^h    i$  92 


Peddie 

Gage 

Philpot. 

A'Court 

Gregory 


Whitehaven 

Milford 

Yarmouth 

Waterford 

Liverpool 


Young  Oporto 
Wakeman  Longreach 

rebuilding  in  London* 
Pritchard  Portfmouth 
Smith  Lifbon 
Bret  Portfmouth 

rebuilding  at  London 
Cooper       off  the  Start 
Dumarefque  Yarmouth. 


Hamilton 

Goddard 

Cook 

Laws 
Toms 
Murray 
Dandridge 
Ha  mar 


Spithead 

Milford 
from  Jamaica 
Plymouth 
Bahama 
Leeward  lire* 
Anfon 
Virginia 
Nore 


Deptford 
Percival      Jamaica,  V* 


Tucker  Jamaica,  O. 
Carter        Jamaica,  CK 


YACHTS* 
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YACHTS. 


Ships* 

C. 

Sw.  M. 

Capttin«. 

Charlotte 

8 

40 

Williams 

Dublin 

12 

50 

Fubbs 

8 

40 

Danzy 

Catharine 

8 

40 

Bridge 

Mary 

8 

40 

MoIIoy 

Win.  &  Mary 

8 

40 

Perry 

I 


Place*  and  Adoo. 

Greenwich 
Dublin 

Greenwich 

Holland 


Small  Yachts. 


Bolton 

6 

12 

Chatham 

4 

6 

Drake 

6  4 

24 

Portfmouth 

4 

5 

Queenbro' 

6 

7 

San  Antonio  Prize 

MarfhaJ 


Wight 
Chatham 
Plymouth 
Portfmouth 
.  Sheernefs 


Smacks  and  tenders  now  impref&ng  at  the  feveral  ports  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  41  ;  hoys,  lighters,  and  great 
boats  22  ;  huUcs  8. 

It  will  be  necefTary  to  fubjoin  the  following  abftraft. 

4  Lift  of  the  Royal  Navy  of  Great  Britain,  as  fta- 
ftioned  February  1,  1741. 

In  England,  7  firft  rates,  13  fecond,  22  third,  26  fourth* 
15  rtfth,  and  11  fixth  rates,  2  firefliips,  6  bomb  floops, 
1  tforefhip,  13  floops,  4  yachts,  and  5  fmall  yachts. 

In  Ireland,  2  fourth,  2  fixth  rates,  and  1  yacht. 

At  Leith  in  Scotland,  1  fixth  rate. 

In  Holland,  1  yacht. 

Cape  Finiftcrre,  1  fourth  and  2  fixth  rates. 
Oporto,  1  fixth  rate,  and  1  floop. 
Lifbon,  1  third  rate,  and  1  floop. 
Mediterranean,  3  fourth,  1  fixth  rate,  and  3  firefliips. 
With  admiral  Haddock,  3  third,  6  fourth,  and  2  fixth 
rates,  and  1  firefhip, 

3  ft  In 
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In  Africa,  I  fourth  rate. 

New  York,  2  fixth  rates. 

Virginia,  i  fourth,  2  fifth  rates,  and  1  (loop. 

South  Carolina,  2  fixth  rates. 

Bahama  Iflands,  1  fixth  rate,  and  1  floop, 

Barbados,  1  fourth  rate. 

Leeward  Iflands,  1  fixth  rate,  and  I  floop. 

Jamaica  llation,  1  fourth,  and  1  fifth  rate. 

With  admiral  Vernon,  3  third,  8  fourth,  2  fifth,  4  fixth 
rates,  5  firefliips,  and  1  ftorefliip. 

With  admiral  Ogl*-,  12  third,  jo  fourth  rates,  6  fire- 
fhips,  and  2  hofpital  fhips. 

With  commodore  Anfon,  3  fourth,  1  fifth,  and  1  fixth 
rate,  and  1  floop. 

Convoys,  1  fourth,  2  fifth,  and  2  fixth  rates. 

Total,  7  firf\  13  fcconcl,  41  third,  64  fourth,  23  fifth, 
and  33  fixth  rates,  17  firefliips,  6  bomb  floops,  2  flore- 
(hips,  2  hofpital-lhips,  19  floops,  6  yachts,  and  5  fmall 
yachts.    In  all,  238. 

It  will  now  be  necefiary  to  follow  Sir  Chaloner 
Ogle,  with  his  fleet,  to  the  Weft-Indies.  Soon  af- 
ter he  had  cleared  the  Channel,  he  was  overtaken  by 
a  temped,  which  difperfed  his  fleet  •,  and  as  he  had 
the  outward-bound  merchantmen  under  his  convoy, 
the  whole  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  feventy 
fell :  but  this  dilatter  did  not  prevent  him  from  pro- 
fecuting  his  voyage  without  putting  into  port.  The 
19th  d«<y  of  December  he  arrived  at  the  neutral 
*Carribbean  Ifland  of  Dominica,  where  lord  Cathcart 
died  of  a  dyfemery  the  day  after  their  arrival.  His 
lordfhip  had  been  indefatigable  to  procure  every 
pofliblc  information  refpeaing  the  fituacion  and 
ltrength  of  the  enemy  in  the  Weft-Indies,  and  was  a 
man  every  way  qualified  to  command  on  the  fervice 
upon  which  he  was  fent.  His  courage  was  unquef- 
tionable,  and  this  quality  was  properly  tempered 
with  prudent  caution  :  he  was  greatly  beloved  both 
by  the  officers  and  the  foldiers  for  his  humanity,  ge- 

nerofity, 
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rierofity,  and  affability  •,  his  death  was  therefore  pro- 
phetically deemed  a  lo Is  to  his  country,  especially 
as  it  \V3S  followed  by  the  death  of  general  Spotfwool 
in  Virginia,  whole  experience  in  military  affairs 
would  have  contributed  much  to  the  fuccefs  of  our 
defigns  in  the  Weft-Indies,  '  The  lol's  of  lord  Cath- 
cart  was  yet  more  feverely  felt,  as  the  command  of 
the  land-;'orces  devolved  upon  general  Wentworth, 
whole  chief  merit  confifte'd  in  being  in  favour  with 
thofe  in  power. 

On  the  27th  day  of  December,  admiral  Ogle  ar- 
rived at  St.  Chriftophcrs.  the  place  of  rendezvous 
appointed  for  the  fleec  :  here  he  found  many  of  the 
tranfp  >rts,  and  men  of  war,  that  had  been  feparated 
during  the  ftorm  ;  the  next  day  he  failed  with  his 
whole  force  to;  Jamaica.  In  failing  along  the  IQand 
of  St.  Domingo,  four  large  (hips  were  discovered 
under  fail;  the  admiral  hereupon  detached  an  equal 
number  from  h,s  fquadron  to  give  them  chace,  whilft 
he  kept  on  his  courier  Lord  Auguftus  Fitzroy,  in 
the  Orford,  having  the  command  of  this  detach- 
ment, threw  out  fignals  for  the  (hips  which  he  was 
following  to  bring  to,  which  they  refuting  to  com- 
ply with,  he  faluted  them  with  a  broadfide,  which 
was  returned,  and  a  (harp  action  followed,  which  was 
maintained  during  the  night.  In  the  morning  the 
ftrange  Ihips  hoitted  their  colours,  and  appeared  to 
be  part  of  the  French  fquadron  which  had  failed 
from  Europe  urivler  the  c  mmand  of  the  marquis 
d'Antin,  with  orders  to  afliit  the  Spanifh  admiral.de 
Torres,  in  attacking  and  diltrefling  the  Englilh  fhips 
and  colonics.  As  no  war  was  then  waging  between 
France  and  England,  no  fooner  was  the  French  flag 
difplayed,  than  hoftilities  ceafed  ;  the  Englilh  and 
French  commanders  behaved  with  great  politenefs 
co  each  other,  mutually  exchanged  apologies  for 
their  miltake,  and  parted  as  friends,  after  many  men 
bad  been  killed  on  each  fide.  The 
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The  arrival  of  Sir  Chaloncr  Ogle  at  Jamaica, 
enabled  vice-admiral  Vernon  to  cope  with  the  Spa- 
niards and  French  combined.  A  council  of  war  was 
held,  confiding  of  the  fenior  officers  in  the  fea  and 
land-fervice,  to  deliberate  on  the  plan  of  operations 
necefiary  to  be  purfued.  The  refolution  taken  by 
the  general  offi  ers  at  this  council  was  very  fur- 
prizing,  and  their  motives  for  forming  it  quite  in- 
explicable. Every  circurnftance  feemed  to  concur 
in  pointing  out  an  immediate  attack  upon  the  Ha- 
vannah,  by  the  reduftion  of  which  Spain  would 
kave  been  humbled  into  the  mod  abject  fubmiffion, 
and  as  it  lay  to  leeward  of  Jamaica,  the  fleet  might 
have  reached  it  in  two  or  three  days.  Inftead  of  di- 
recting their  force  again  ft  that  quarter,  it  was  re- 
folveu  to  beat  up  again  ft  the  wind  to  Hilpantola  and 
St.  Domingo,  to  obferve  the  motions  of  the  French 
fcjuadron.  Three  weeks  elapfed  from  the  arrival  of 
Sir  Chaloncr  Ogle  to  the  failing  of  the  fleet  under 
rice-admiral  Vernon ;  and  when  another  fortnight 
bad  been  fpent  in  a  fruitlefs  cruife,  intelligence  was 
received  that  the  French  fleet  had  failed  for  Europe 
in  great  diftrefs,  being  deftitute  of  men  and  provi- 
fions,  neither  of  which  could  be  procured  jn  the 
Weft-Indies.  As  the  Britifh  fleet  confiftcd  of  twenty- 
nine  fail  of  the  line,  the  commander  in  chief  formed 
a  third  divifion,  and  appointed  captain  Leftock,  of 
the  Boyne,  to  the  command  of  it.  This  formidable 
fleet,  the  greateft  that  was  ever  aflembled  in  thofe 
feas,  was  manned  with  fifteen  thoufand  failors,  and 
had  on  board  the  two  regiments  of  Harrifon  and 
^Ventworth,  fix  regiments  of  marines,  confiding  of 
one  thoufand  men  each,  with  fome  detachments  from 
other  regiments  in  England,  three  battalions  from 
North-America,  and  a  body  of  negroes  from  Ja- 
maica :  being,  in  all,  upwards  of  twelve  thoufand 
men.    On  the  16th  day  of  February  a  council  of 
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war  was  called,  which  was  compofcd  of  the  principal 
officers,  when  it  was  refolved  to  fail  immediately  for 
Carthagena,  and  make  a  vigorous  attack  upon  that 
place  both  by  fea  and  land. 

On  the  4th  day  of  March,  in  the  evening,  eft* 
whole  fleet  anchored  in  Play  a  Grande,  to  the  wind- 
ward of  Carthagena^  lying  between  that  and  Point 
Canoa ;  and  in  order  to  harrafs  the  Spaniards,  Vernon 
ordered  his  fmall  frigates  and  fire-lhips  to  get  in  Ihore, 
and  lie  in  a  line,  as  if  he  intended  a  defcent  to  wind- 
ward of  the  town :  this  obliged  the  Spanilh  gover- 
nor to  divide  his  force,  by  ordering  a  detachment 
that  way,  which  threw  up  entrenchments  for  their 
fecurity.  Although  admiral  de  Torres  bad  already 
failed  with  the  Spanifh  fleet  to  the  Havannah,  yet 
the  place  was  ftrongly  fortified,  and  the  garrifon 
ftrengthened  by  reinforcements  from  the  crews  of 
fome  large  (hips  which  lay  in  the  harbour,  commanded* 
by  Don  Blafs  de  Lefo. 

Though  the  fea  walhes  the  walls  of  Carthagena, 
the  town  is  inacceflible  on  that  fide  by  reafon  of  the 
furf,  the  water  lhoaling  near  a  league  off:  fo  that  if 
can  only  be  approached  by  the  lake  which  forms  thtr 
harbour,  and  is  bounded  by  rocks :  befides,  the  fea' 
is  very  fcldom  fmooth,  fo  that  landing  is  at  all  times 
very  difficult.  The  only  entrance  into  the  harbour 
is  near  a  league  to  the  weft  of  the  city,  between  two* 
narrow  peninfulas,  one  called  the  Tierra  Bomba, 
which  is  neareft  the  city,  and  the  other  called  the 
Barradera.  This  pafiage,  called  Bocca  Chica,  or  thtr 
Little  Mouth,  was  defended  on  the  Tierra  Bomba> 
by  the  caftle  St.  Louis,  a  regular  fquare,  with  four 
baftions,  mounted  with  eighty-two  guns  and  three 
mortars ;  but  the  glacis  and  counterfcarp  had  nor 
been  finiftied.  To  this  were  added  the  fort  of  St. 
Philip,  mounted  with  feven  guns  the  fort  of  St. 
Jago  with  fifteen  guns  y  and  a  lmall  fort  of  four  guns, 
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called  Battery  de  Chamba,  which  ferved  as  redoubts 
to  the  caftle  of  Bocca  Chica.  On  the  other  fide  or* 
the  mouth. of  the  harbour  was  a  fafcine  batiery  of 
fifteen  guns,  called  the  Barradera,  and  in  a  lmall 
bay  on  the  back  of  that  ano:her  battery  of  four 
guns  and  facing  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  on  a 
irnall  flat  ifland,  flood  fort  St.  Jofeph,  of  twenty- 
one  guns.  From  this  fort  to  Bocca  Chica  caftle,  a 
Boom  and  cables  were  fixed  acrofs,  faflencd  with 
three  large  anchors  at  each  end;  and  juft  within  the 
boom  four  men  of  war  were  moored  in  a  line,  on 
board  one  of  which  was  the  Spanifli  admiral.  Thefe 
fpread  fo  far  over  the  extent  of  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour,  that  no  ihip  could  pafs  a-head  or  a-ftern  of 
them.  Beyond  this  pafiage  lies  the  great  lake,  or 
harbour  of  Carthagena,  two  leagues  and  a  half  in 
extent  from  north  to  fouth,  and  land-locked  on  all 
lides ;  about  midway  to  the  town  it  grows  narrower, 
and  within  about  a  league  of  the  town,  two  points 
of  land  jutting  out  from  the  leffer  harbour ;  near 
the  northermoft  of  thefe  was  the  ftrong  fortrefs  of 
Caftille  Grande,  about  eight  miles  up  the  harbour, 
being  a  regular  fquare  with  four  bait  ions,  defended 
to  the  land  by  a  wet  ditch  and  glacis  proper,  and 
one  face  towards  the  lea  with  a  raveline,  and  double 
line  of  guns.  The  number  of  guns  in  the  fort  was 
fifty-nine,  though  it  had  room  to  mount  fixty-one. 
Oppofite  to  this  caftle  was  a  horfe-lhoe  battery  of 
twelve  guns,  cajled  Mancinilla.  In  the  middle,  be- 
tween thefe  two  forts  is  a  large  fhoaj,  with  not  above 
two  or  three  feet  water.  In  each  of  thefe  were  (hips 
funk  to  prevent  the  Britifh  fleet  from  getting  in. 
Near  three  miles  further  up  the  harbour,  on  two  flat 
fandy  keys,  or  iflands,  (lands  Carthagena,  and  Hi- 
mani,  its  fuburbs,  both  irregular  figures,  but  well 
fortified  to  tke  land  with  lakes,  and  morafles  run* 
ning  round  them.   The  city,  which  is  in  latitude 
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lodcg.  26  min.  north,  was  defended  with  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty  guns,  and  the  fuburbs  with  one  hun- 
dred and  forty,  and  the  water  at  the  head  of  the 
fhoal  fo  far  off,  as  mips  cannot  approach  near  enough 
to  do  any  material  execution.  South  of  the  city, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  Himani  gate^  on  an 
eminence  about  fifty  or  fixty  feet  high,  ftands  the 
caltle  of  St,  Lazaro,  being  a  fquare  of  about  fifty 
feet,  with  three  demi  baftions,  and  two  guns  in  eacfi 
face,  one  in  each  flank,  and  three  in  each  curtain  ; 
it  overlooks  all  the  town,  although  there  is  a  brow 
of  a  hill  about  four  hundred  yards  from  it,  which 
overlooks,  and  entirely  commands  it. 

The  importance  of  this  place  to  the  Spaniard?, 
had  induced  them  to  beftow  fuch  extraordinary  at- 
tention in  fecuring  it  from  the  attack  of  an  enemy. 
The  wealth  which  centred  in  this  city,  had,  indeed, 
expofed  it  to  repeated  aflfaults*,  in  1544,  the  Ameri- 
can Buccaneers  made  a  fuccefsful  attack  upon  it, 
and  enriched  themlelves  with  its  fpoil.  In  1585  It 
was  taken,  and  almoft  deftroyed,  by  Sir  Francis 
Drake,  that  fcourge  of  the  new  Spanilh  fettlements. 
M.  de  Pointis  came  before  it  in  1697,  with  a  fqua- 
dron  of  privateers,  under  the  protection  of  the 
French  king :  and  after  obliging  the  fort  of  Bocca 
Chica  to  furrender,  whereby  the  entrance  of  the  bay 
was  laid  open,  he  landed  his  men,  and  befieged  fore 
Lazaro,  the  taking  of  which  was  followed  by  the 
furrender  of  the  city.  This  conqueft  has  been  at- 
tributed to  a  private  correfpondence  between  the 
governor  and  Pointis,  Since  that  time,  every  pre- 
caution had  been  taken  to  increafe  the  ftrength  of 
the  place,  which,  at  the  time  that  admiral  Vernon 
appeared  before  it,  was  deemed  impregnable. 

The  Britifti  troops  were  landed  on  the  9th  day  of 
March,  on  the  ifland  of  Tierra  Bomba,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour,  which  was  fecured  by  caltles, 
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batteries,  bombs,  chains,  cables,  and  (hips  of  war. 
General  Wentworth,  with  brigadier  Guife  and  co- 
lonel Wolfe*  attended  the  landing,  which  was  ef- 
fcfted  with  little  lofs,  covered  by  the  fire  of  the  Nor- 
folk, Ruffd,  and  Shrewfbury,  which  (hips  anchored 
clofe  under  the  forts  of  St.  Jago  and  St.  Philip. 
The  latter  lying  fouthermoft,  had  her  cable  cut  by 
the  Spanifh  (hot*  and  before  (he  could  let  down  an* 
other  anchor,  having  fallen  to  leeward,  drove  to- 
wards the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  where  (he  lay  ex- 
pofed  t<^  the  whole  fire  of  the  Spaniards,  from  two 
tafcine  batteries  on  the'Barradera  fide,  the  forts  of 
Bocca  Chica  and  St.  Jofeph,  with  four  men  of  war, 
of  fixty  and  fevenry  guns :  in  this  fituation  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty  guns  were  pointed  at  the  Shrewfbury, 
who  could  return  no  more  than  twenty-fix.  The 
gallant  captain  Townfend,  who  commanded  her. 
difdaining  to  retire*. maintained  this  unequal  combat 
for,  feven  hours.  Njght  intervening,  the  Spaniards 
ceafed  firing,  when  the  admiral  lent  orders  for  the 
Shrewfbury  to  draw  off!  In  this  rencounter  (he  loft 
twenty  men  killed,  and  forty  wounded  ,  the  (hip  re- 
ceived two, hundred  and  fifty  (hot  in  her  hull,  Gxteen 
.  of  which  were  between  wind  and  water,  whilft  her 
mafts,  yards,  and  rigging  were  entirely  lhot  away. 
Gradual  advances  were  made  in  the  attack  of  the 
.works,  which  defended  the  entrance  of  the  harbour, 
and. on  the  12th  the  Ludlow  Cattle  began  to  throw 
Ihells  into  Bocca  Chica,  from  a  mortar  which  (he  had 
on  board.  The  next  day  a  bomb  battery  was  com* 
pleted  on  (hore,  which  played  in  the  fame  dircftion ; 
but  it  was  not  until  the  1 5th  that  the  landing  of  the 
artillery  and  ordnance  was  completed. 

No  fooner  were  the  land-forces  debarked  than  they 
found  themfelves  more  annoyed  by  the  climate  than 
,by  the  Spanifh  forts.  Here  all  the  fervid  heat  of  the 
torrid  zone  is  reflected  from  a  white  burning  fand. 
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The  appalling  heat  of  the  day'is  fucceeded  by  "ma* 
lignanc  nightly  damps,  which  the  mod  robuft  con- 
stitutions are  unable  to  withftand.    Sicknefs  prevailed 
among  the  Britifh  troops,  and  the  engineers  who  con- 
ducted i  he  approaches  were  borh  dilatory  and  unfktl- 
ful  •,  a  difagreement  between  the  admiral  and  general 
had  arifcn,  which  the  clofe  connection  between  the 
Operations  or  the  troops  and  the  fleet,  furniftied  oc- 
cafijn  for  its  daily  increafe.    Each  fought  every  op- 
portunity to  exprefs  his  diflike  of  the  other  $  atid  in- 
ftead  of  afting  vigoroufly  in  concert,  their  antipathy 
became  lb  ftrung  that  their  zeal  in  the  fervice  of 
their  country  was  abforbed  in  private  refentment. 
The  bravery  of  the  men,  however,  ferved  to  fupply 
the  want  of  unanimity  in  rheir  leaders.    Three  hun- 
dred failors  and  two  hundred  foldiers,  proceeded  by 
jiighc  in  boats  to  attack  a  fafcine  battery  on  the  Bar- 
jadera.    Captain  Bofcawen  led  the  feamen  to  the  at- 
tack, and  the  captains  Waftiington  and  Murray  com* 
manded  the  foldiers.    This  party  landed  in  a  ffnall 
fandy  bay,  to  leeward  of  the  battery.    They  had  no 
(boner  quitted  their  boats  than  fome  cannon  which 
had  been  fecretly  planted  on  the  Strand,  began  to 
play  upon  them.    The  failors  being  the  fartheft  ad- 
vanced, fuftained  all  the  feverity  of  the  (hock.  Had 
their  courage  roriaken  them  in  that  exigency,  the 
whole  detachment  would  have  beep  fwept  away,  but 
the  peril 'of  their  (ituation  ferved  only  to  infpire  them 
witfv  a  contempt  of  d  anger  $  they  ruflied  in  at  the 
embrafures,  mide  themfelves  matters  of  the  battery 
before  the  enemy  could  charge  their  gunsafecond  time, 
and  by  proving  themfelves  fuperior  to  danger  removed 
k.    The  firing  of  thefe  guns  gave  a  general  alarm* 
The  Spaniards  ax  the  larger  battery  fired  with  a  grape 
(hot  as  the  failors  advanced,  but  without  effeft,  tor 
the  guns  were  pointed  too  high.    The  conteft  was 
defperate,  but  very  (hort :  the  failors  with  irrcfiftablc 
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{pint  carried  the  battery,  nailed  up  the  guns,  and 
after  fctting  fire  to  the  platforms,  carriages,  guard- 
houfes,  and  magazines,  returned  to  the  (hips  with  fix 
wounded  prifoncrs,  having  themfelvcs  fuftained  but 
little  lofs.  For  their  bravery  in  this  fervicc,  the  ad- 
miral distributed  a  dollar  to  each  man. 

The  deftru&ion  of  this  battery,  freed  the  troops 
from  the  grcateft  annoyance  of  their  camp,  and  gave 
them  an  opportunity  of  working  quietly  on  their 
grand  battery,  which  was  conftru&ed  in  a  wood,  to 
prevent  the  enemy  difcovering  it  till  completed,  and 
was  to  play  againft  the  cattle  of  Bocca  Chica.  But 
fo  dilatory,  or  negligent  were  the  engineers,  though 
aflifted  with  five  hundred  feamen,  and  two  hundred 
and  fifty  blacks,  befides  as  many  pioneers  as  could 
be  fpared  from  the  army,  that  a  whole  week  was  fpenr, 
and  the  battery  far  from  being  in  any  condition  to 
incommode  the  cattle.  This  gave  the  vice-admiral 
great  concern,  who  expedted  the  engineers  would 
have  feconded  the  fuccefs  on  the  Barradcra  fide,  by 
ppening  their  battery  againft  Bocca  Chica,  which  had 
been  pofitively  promiied  to  be  done  at  the  fame 
time. 

On  the  20th,  at  day-break,  the  garrifon  of  Bocca 
Chica  began  a  warm  fire  at  the  bomb  battery,  though 
without  doing  any  particular  damage.  But  the  Spa- 
niards, fenfible  of  the  advantageous  fituation  and 
utility  of  the  Barradera  battery,  had  been  diligently 
repairing  it,  and  on  theiwenty-firft  had  built  up  fome 
cmbrafures  and  mounted  two  guns,  with  which  they 
again  played  on  the  bomb  battery,  but  were  foon 
filenced  by  the  Ripon,  which  the  vice-admiral  or- 
dered to  anchor  as  near  as  poffiblc  to  it,  and  keep 
firing  to  prevent  any  farther  working  on  the  levelled 
battery. 

It  was  now  refolved  by  the  commanders  of  the 
fleet,  to  make  a  general  attack  upon  all  the  forts 
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and  batteries  j  and  commodore  Leftock  was  ap- 
pointed to  that  fcrvicc,  with  three  eighty  gun  (hips, 
and  three  feventy :  fuch  a  force  being  ail  that  could 
be  drawn  up,  without  danger  of  the  (hips  annoying 
each  other.  Accordingly,  on  the  23d,  commodore 
Leftock,  in  the  Boyne,  with  the  prince  Frederick, 
Hampcon-Court,  Princefs  Amelia,  Suffolk,  and  Til* 
bury,  went  in  to  batter  Bocca  Chica  caftle,  and  the 
four  (hips  polled  there,  namely,  the  Galicia,  the  ad- 
miral's (hip,  San  Carlos,  Africa,  and  Sc.  Philip,  all 
mounting  upwards  of  fixty  euns,  and  in  the  molt  ad* 
vantageous  pofitioo,  both  for  oppofing  any  attempt 
of  flipping  into  the  harbour,  or  to  annoy  any 
battery  that  could  be  raifed  artiorc.  And  as  the 
Spaniih  (hips  had  no  interruption  from  the  latter, 
they  failed  not  to  play  as  brrlkly  on  the  com* 
modore,  and.  with  greater  execution  than  the  caftle. 
In  the  mean  time  the  Boyne  falling  fo  far  to  leeward, 
as  to  lie  expofed  to  the  whole  fire  of  the  Spaniih  (hips 
and  fort  Sr.  Jofeph,  was  very .  much  (battered,  and 
ordered  off  again  that  night,  while  the  reft  fttll  con- 
tinued there.  Among  thefe  the  Princefs  Amelia, 
belonging  to  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle's  divifion,  having 
fallen  farther  to  leeward  than  was  intended,  lay  fair 
to  filence  the  new-mounted  guns  on  the  fafcine  bat- 
tery, which  lhe  did  accordingly  :  and  this  proved  a 
great  prefervative  to  thofe  who  played  the  battery 
-gainft  the  caftle*  and  alfo  to  the  men  in  camp,  into 
which  the  (hot,  fired  from  the  fafcine  battery,  flew 
Over  the  hill,  and  annoyed  the  foldiers.  The  Prince 
Frederick  and  Hampton-Court,  (baring  now  be- 
tween them  the  fire  which  had  been  employed 
againft  the  Boyne,  were  alfo  much  mattered  by  morn- 
ing, when  the  vice-admiral  was  obliged  to  call  them 
off,  after  they  had  many  of  their  men  killed  and 
wounded;  and,  among  the  former,  the  commander 
of  the  Prince  Frederick,  lord  Aubrey  Beauclerc,  who 
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was  an  officer  both  of  courage  and  of  a  cool  tern- 
'  per  *.  The  Suffolk  arid  Tilbury  being  well  anchored 
to  the  northward,  lay  fuccefsfully  battering  againft 
the  breach  till  evening,  at  which  time  every  thing  ap- 
pearing fit  for  an  affault,  they  were  ordered  offf 

Every  impediment  being  at  length  removed,  by  the 
bravery  of  the  feamen,  that  prevented  the  army 
making  an  affault  on  Booca  Chica,  General  Went- 

■ 

'  •         •        * . ' 

•  This  brave  man,  in  wbofe  untimely  death  hit  country  fuftained  a 
fcnhble  lols,  was  the  eighth  and  younger*  ion  of  Charles,  duke  oi  Sr. 
Albans,  natural  fon  of  king  Charles  the  Second,  by  M>«.  Eleaner 
Gwin  j  a  neat  monument  is  erccVd  to  his  meraoiy  in  Wcftminltcr 
Abbey,  with  the  following  inicriptiom 

m 

WhilQ  Britain  boarh  her  empire  o'er  the  deep, 
This  marble  /hall  compel  the  brave  to  weep. 
As  men,  as  Biitons,  and  as  foldiers  mourn  j 
T>s  daumleis,  loyal,  virtuous  Beaueierk't  urn,  •■ 
Sweet  were  his  manners  as  his  foul  was  great, 
And  ripe  his  worth  though  immature  his  fate. 
Each  tender  grace  that  joy  and  love  infpire  j 
Living  he  mingled  with  his  martial  fire  2 
Dying,  he  bad  Britannia's  thunder  roar  ; 
And  Spain  ttili  felt  him  when  he  breath' d  no  more. 

The  lord  Aubrey  Bcauclerk  was  the  yoimgeft  fon  of  Charles,  duke  of 
St.  Albans,  by  Diana,  daughter  of  Aubrey  de  Vere,  earl  of  Oxford. 

He  went  early  to  fea,  and  was  made  a  commander  in  1731.  In  the 
year  1740,  he  was  font  on  that  memorable  expedition  to  Carthagena, 
under  the  command  of  admiral  Vernon,  in  his  in :■. jetty's  (hip  the  Prince 
Frederick,  which  with  three  others,  was  ordered  to  cannonade  the  cattle 
of  Bocca  Chica.  One  of  thele  being  obliged  to  quit  her  Ration,  the 
Prince  Frederick  was  expoled,  nor  only  to  the  fire  from  the  calHe,  but 
to  that  of  Fort  St.  Jofeph,  and  to  two  mips  that  guarded  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour ;  which  he  fuftained  for  many  hours  that  day,  and  part  of 
the  next,  with  uncommon  intrepidity. 

'  As  he  was  giving  his  commands  upon  deck,  both  his  legs  were  (hot 
off.  But  fuch  was  his  magnanimity,  that  he  would  not  fuffer  hit  wounds 
to  be  drifted  till  he  had  communicated  his  orders  to  his  full  lieutenant, 
which  were,  to  fight  his  (hip  ro  the  laft  extremity.  Soon  after  this,  he 
gave  (brae  directions  about  his  private  affairs,  and  then  icligned  his  tool 
with  the  dignity  of  an  hero,  and  a  chrittian. 

Thus  was  he  laken  off  in  the  thirty-flrft  year  of  his  3ge.  An  illuftri- 
o us  commander,  of  fuperior  fortitude  and  clemency:  amiable  in  hit 
perfon,  (teady  in  his  r.ffHtior.s,  and  equalled  by  few  in  the  fbcial  and 
dorarftic  virtues  of  politenefs,  modcltv,  candour,  and  benevolence. 

He  married  the  widow  of  colonel  Francis  Alexander,  daughter  of 
Sir  Henry  Newcon,  knight,  envoy  extraordinary  to  the  court  of  Flo- 
rence, and  the  republic  of  Genoa,  alio  judge  of  the  high  court  of  ad* 
miralty. 
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worth,  on  the  25th,  in  the  evening,  directed 
the  troops  to  move  forward,  whilft  captain  Knowles, 
with  a  number  of  fekmen  in  boats,  made  a  fa- 
vourable  diverfion,  and  threw  the  Spaniards  into 
great  confufion.  Brigadier  Blakeney,  who  was  the 
commander  of  the  day,  had  the  direction  of  the  at  - 
fault.  Upon  a  fignat  given,  a  volley  of  round-lhot 
was  poured  in  upon  the  breach  from  the  great-gun 
battery,  and  was  immediately  followed  by  a  fecond 
of  grape-fhot,  which  drove  the  centinels  from  the 
walls.  No  fooner  did  the  grenadiers  begin  to  mount 
the  breach,  than  the  Spanifti  garrifon  was  difmayed, 
and  fled  in  confufion.  Don  Bias  de  Lefo,  who  com- 
manded the  Spanifh  ihips  that  were  ftationed  at  the 
mouth  of  the  harbour,  feeing  the  firmnefs  with 
which  the  attack  was  made,  gave  orders  for  every 
(hip  to  be  fcuttled.  The  Africa  and  San  Carlos 
prefently  funk  •,  the  St.  Philip  was  fet  on  fire ;  and 
the  crews  hurried  fo  precipitately  into  their  boats, 
that  they  rowed  off,  leaving  the  captain,  and  fixty 
men,  on  board  thcGalicia,  the  only  fclp  that  re- 
mained.       *        M  \     ;  * 

Whillt  the  Spaniards  Wire  thus  thrown  into  confter- 
nation,  captain  Knowlci  du  eled  the  boats  to  rowclofe 
under  the  lee-ftiore  -  arid1  from  thence  he  ftormed  the 
fort  of  St.  Jofeph,  which  fie  took  poflVflion  of  about 
ten  o'clock  that  night,  the  Spaniards  abandor}iri£  ft, 
after  having  fired  feme  few  gurj?.  T&e  captains 
Knowles  and  Watfon,  being  how  within  the  boom, 
rowed  their  boats  up  to  the  Galicia,  made  the  cap- 
tain, and  all  on  board,  prifoners,  and  fecured  the 
Spanifh  admiral's  flag  and  colours. 

The  Galicia  being  thus  fecured,  the  boats  went  to 
work  on  cutting  the  boom,  and  removing  the  fliip 
out  of  the  Channel,  in  order  to  make  a  clear 
entrance  for  the  fleet  to  come  into  the  har- 
bour.  N 

•  X  On 
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On  the  26th,  being  the  day  after  taking  Bocca 
Chica,  the  vice-admiral  haftencd  into  the  harbour  to 
make  proper  difpoGtions  and  give  the  neceflary  or- 
ders: but  he  had  great  difficulty  to  get  in,  as  the 
San  Carlos  and  Africa  were  funk  in  the  channel,  and 
the  St.  Philip  continued  burning  on  the  lec-fhore,  fo 
that  he  was  above  three  hours  warping  through,  after 
anchoring  in  the  narrows,  before  he  could  poflibly  fail 
up  the  harbour,  which  he  did  about  two  leagues  thac 
evening.  In  like  manner  the  Bqrford  and  Orford 
were  riext  day  ordered  to  advance  and  poft  themfclvcs 
acrofs  the  harbour  as  near  as  poflible,  but  juft  without 
gun  fhot  of  Caftillo  Grande,  in  order  to  cue  off  all 
communication  by  water  frpm  the  Spaniards.  On 
the  fame  day  the  Worcefter  got  up  to  the  vice-ad- 
miral, who  fent  her  to  anchor  clofe  by  a  wharf  where 
was  a  good  crane  and  ipring  of> warmer,  which  lail  he 
thought  proper  to  fccure  for  the  fervice  of  the  ( fleet. 
The  Weymouth  and  Cruizer  floop  getting  in  the  fame 
afternoon,  were  ordered  to  deftroy  the  batteries  at 
Paflb  Cavallos,  a  creek  which  parts  the  Grand  Baru 
from  the  roain^  through  wfyich  the  fupplies  of  provi- 
fions  from  Tolu  anil  Si  ha  were  to  pafs,  and  where  the 
Spaniards  had  eredted  two  fmall  batteries,  one  of 
eight  and  the  other  of  four  guns  ,  after  they  had 
performed  u,  the  Cruizer  went  up  the  creek  and 
brought  away  four  large  Sina  hulks,  being  a  kind 
of  veflels  fcooped  out  of.  a  folid  tree,  but  large 
enough  to  carry  twenty  tons ,  thefe  proved  very  icf- 
viccable  int watering  the  fleet.  In  the  mean  time  the 
vice  and  rear-admiral's  two  divifions,  with  part  of 
the  tranfports,  continued  to  fail  and  warp  in  as  taft 
as  they  conveniently  could  -9  but  were  greasy  retards 
ed  by  blowing  weather,  which,  by  forcing  all  the  fmall 
(hips  to  take  ftelter  in  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  fo 
choaked  it  up  as  to  prevent  the  men  of  war  making 
the  defired  difpatch,  often  anchoring  foul  of  one 
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another;  but  being  all  got  in  oh  the  30th,  the  fire- 
ihips  and  frigates  were  difpofed  round  the  harbour 
in  order  to  guard  every  pafs  and  creek;  and  to  cut  off 
any  fupplies  going  to  the  towrt  ;  while  commodore 
Leftock  with  his  divifion  was  left  at  Bocca  Chica 
with  orders  to  re-embark  the  forces  and  cannon  as 
foon  as  poftible. 

The  fort  of  Caftillo  Grande  was  the  next  fortifica- 
tion which  oppofed  their  advances  towards  the  town 
of  Carthagena,  for  the  fecurity  of  which  the  Spa- 
niards had  moored  and  funk  feven  of  their  galleons, 
and  other  (hips,  and  had  moored  their  two  remain* 
ing  men  of  war,  the  Conqueftador,  of  fixty-fix 
guns,  and  the  Dragon  of  fixty. 

On  the  30th  the  vice-admiral  held  a  general  council 
of  war  of  the.  naval  officers,  in  which  it  was  refolved, 
to  ufe  all  poffible  expedition  to  cut  off  the  com- 
munication of  the  town  on  the  land  fide,  and  make 
a  defcent  at  the  mod  convenient  place,  and  nearefc 
the  town.  Immediately  after  Sir  Chaloncr  Ogle 
and  feveral  more  (hips  turned  up  the  harbour  and 
anchored  at  fome  diftance  from  Caftillo  Grande, 
where  the  Spaniards  made  a  (hew  of  preparing  to 
receive  them.  But  captain  Knowles  being  fent  in 
the  evening  to  reconnoitre,  obferved  that  they  were 
bufy  in  moving  about  with  thirteen  launches,  and 
next  morning  he  found  they  had  funk  the  Con- 
queftador and  Dragon,  and  were  removing  things 
out  of  Caftillo  Grande.  The  captain  immedi- 
ately returned  and  acquainted  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle 
of  it,  who  inftantly  ordered  him  to  weigh,  and  run 
in  with  his  (hip  and  fire  on  the  caftlc,  to  fee  if 
they*  would  return  it;  this  he  accordingly  did, 
and  the  caftle  not  firing  a  (hot,  he  fent  his  boats 
afhor/,  who  rowed  directly  up  to  the  caftle  and 
took  poflefiion  of  it  without  any  oppofnion. 

Though  this  caftle  mounted  fifty  nine  guns  and 
was  in  a  condition  to  make  a  good  defence;  yet 
.  Vol.  IV.  U  the 
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the  Spaniards  perceiving,  that  the  day  before,  the 
rear  admiral's  boats  were  founding,  and  being  welt 
aware  that  his  (hips  could  lay  their  broad  fides  within 
prltol  (hot  of  the  caftle,  they  abandoned  \ty  having 
fl?ghtly  fpiked  up  the  guns,,  without  difmounting^ 
them,  or  knocking  off  their  trunnions ;  and  had 
thrown  their  powder  into  a  cittern  of  water.  But 
moft  of  the  guns  were  got  clear  again,  and  captain 
Knowles  was  appointed  governor  of  the  caftle, 
witfi  a  garrifon  or*  one  hundred  regular  troops  and' 
fifty  failors.  This  was  a  moft  advantageous  ac- 
quifition  for  (hortening  the  operations  of  the  army, 
as  after  their  embarkation  they  conld  now  reland 
within  a  league  of  the  town  fo  that  St.  Lazar  was 
the  only  remaining  fort,  the  reduction  of  which  was 
to  be  next  undertaken  ;  for  as  it  recovered  the  foutfv 
fide  of  Carthagena,  and  commanded  all  the  avenuesr 
it  was  abfolutely  ncceffary  to  be  in  the  poflefllon  of 
the  BrkHh  troops  before  they  could  advance  a  ftep 
farther,  to  lay  fiege  to  the  town. 

On  the  fft  day  of  April,  the  vice-admiral  came 
to  an  anchor  clofe  by  Caftillo  Grande ;  the  failors 
Were  employed  to  heave  the  mads  out  of  the  Spaniftt 
lhipS  which  had  been  funk,  thereby  to  obtain  a  free 
channel  over  fuch  as  had  been  funk  in  the  deepeft 
water,  and  enabling  the  Britifh  fieec  to  proceed  k> 
high,  as  with  their  cannon  to  cover  the  del  cent  of 
the  troops  as  near  the  town  as  po(fible.  This  fervicc 
was  efftftually  performed  by  the  inflexible  ardour 
of  the  feamen,  whereupon  two  bomb-ketches  ad- 
vanced, and  two  frigates,  commanded  by  captains 
Renton  and  Broderick,  followed  to  cover  them. 
The  land-forces  were  landed  at  Texar  de  Gracias,  a 
country  houfe  formerly  hired  by  the  South- Sea  fac- 
tors, and  about  two  miles  from  St.  Lazar.  The  firft- 
divifion  of  the  troops  was  commanded  by  brigadier 
Blakeney,  to  ©ppofe  which  the  Spaniard*  drew  out 
the  whole  ftrcngth  of  the  town,  but  the  (hips  fired 
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upon  them  fo  fucceftfully,  that  numbers  were  fwept 
away ;  fo  that  the  Spaniards,  unable  to  (land  their 
ground,  retreated  with  precipitation. 

G^.jeral  Wentworth  at  the  head  of  the  forces* 
advanced  through  a  long  and  narrow  defile,  where 
feme  few  of  our  men   were  hurt  by  fingle  (hot 
■from  the  paths  and  openings  into  the  wood,  the 
Spaniards  having  made  a  lodgement  there,  but  were 
foon  put  to  flight.    About  a  mile  further,  com- 
ing  out  of  the  defile,  about  fix  hundred  Spaniards 
were  perceived  to  be  ad vantageoufly  polled,  and  feemed 
refolved  to  difpute  our  paffage.    The  ground  over 
which  the  troops  were  to  march  did  not  admit  of 
tnuch  more  than  one  large  platoon  in  front,  a  la- 
goon lying  on  their  left  hand  and  a  thick  copfe  on 
#heir  right,  into  which  lail  the  general  ordered  a  party 
of  A  ncrkran  foldiers  to  fall  upon  the  rear  of  any 
imail  parties  which  might  be  lodged  there,  to  flank 
them  in  their  march.    The  grenadiers  moved  forward 
with  great  alacrity,  and  after  receiving  two  fires  from 
the  Spaniards  with  very  little  lofs,  the  front  platoon 
gave  their  fire  at  about  the  diftance  of  half  a  mulket- 
<fliot,  and  immediately  wheeled  to  the  right  and  left,' 
to  make  room  for  the  next  to  advance ;  from  which 
the  Spaniards  judging  that  the  whole  body  gave  way# 
cxprtfled  their  joy  by  a  loud  huzza.;  but  being  quickly 
•convinced  of  their  miftake,  by  the  fire  of  the  next 
platoons,  they  fell  into  dilorder  and  fled  with  precipt-* 
ration  towards  the  city  ;  upon  which  the  general  im- 
mediately poffefled  himfclf  of  a  commodious  pieci 
pf  ground  for  forming  a  camp,  about  a  fmall  mite 
from  the  caflle  of  St*  Lazar ;  and  in  the  evening 
fent  a  p<*rty  up  to  take  pofieJfion  of  la  Pola,  which 
the  Spaniards  had  abandoned.    This  was  a  convert 
fituatcdon  a  hill,  which  overlooked  the  town  and 
country  for  fe vera!  leagues.  \  <  <•"' 

.  Thus  far  affairs  went  on  profperoufly ;  but  a  fatal 
jtfelay  in  attaching  the  fort  of  St*  Latar,  which  fe- 
ll %  cured 
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cured  to  the  town  a  free  communication  with  the 
country,  prevented  that  advantage  being  taken  of  the 
panic  into  which  the  Spaniards  were  thrown,  by  the 
bold  advances  of  the  Britifh  troops ;  thereby  the 
enemy  had  an  opportunity  of  finifliing  fome  works 
which  they  were  carrying  on  farther  to  ftrengthen 
the  place.  Three  days  clapfed,  in  which  the  troops 
were  obliged  to  lay  on  their  arms  at  night,  for  want 
of  tents,  and  by  being  thus  expofed  to  the  intenle 
heat  of  the  fun  in  the  day  time,  and  the  chilling 
night  dews  were  greatly  enfeebled,  and  a  contagious 
diltemper  fpread  itfelf  through  the  camp. . 

The  commanders  now  vented  their  refentment 
againft  each  other.  The  general  complained  that  the 
fleet  lay  idle,  while  his  troops  were  har raffed  and  di- 
minifhed  by  hard  duty  and  diftemper.  The  admiral 
affirmed  that  his  troops  could  not  lie  near  enough 
to  batter  the  town  of  Carthagena,  and  upbraided  the 
general  with  inactivity  and  want  of  rcfolqtion,  to  at- 
tack the  fort  of  St.  Lazar,  which  commanded  the 
town,  and  might  be  taken  by  fcalade.  Wentworth, 
Simulated  by  thefe  reproaches,  refolved  to  try  the 
experiment.  His  forces  marched  up  to  the  attack, 
but  the  guides  being  (lain,  they  miftook  their  route, 
and  advanced  to  the  ftrongeft  part  of  the  fortifica- 
tion, where  they  were  moreover  expofed  to  the  fire  of 
the  town.  Colonel  Grant,  who  commanded  the  gre- 
nadiers, was  mortally  wounded :  the  fcaling-ladders 
y»cvc  found  too  fhort  \  the  officers  were  perplexed  for 
want  of  orders  and  dircftions ;  yet  the  foldiers  fuf- 
tained  a  fevere  fire  for  feveral  hours  with  furprizing 
firmnefs*  but  at  length  retreated  in  good  order, 
leaving  above  fix  hundred  men  killed  or  wounded 
on  the  fpot.  Their  number  was  now  fo  much 
reduced,  that,  they  could  no  longer  maintain  their 
footing  on  (hore :  the  periodical  rains  which  fall  on 
the  continent  of  South- America,  were  now  fetting  in 
with  fucb  violence,  as  rendered  it  impoffiblc  for  the 
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foldicrs  to  live  in  camp,  or  for  the  fiege  to  be  carried 
on  to  cSc& ;  it  therefore  became  ncceffary  to  reem- 
bark  the  troops,  and  the  dcfigns  upon  the  town  were 
then  found  to  be  impracticable.  The  admiral, 
however,  refolved,  before  the  defign  was  wholly  laid 
afide,  to  prove  the  impoflibility  of  taking  the  place 
by  fea ;  he  therefore  lent  in  the  Gallicia,  one  of  the 
Spanifh  (hips  which  had  been  taken  at  Bocca  Chica, 
to  cannonade  the  town,  with  fixteen  guns  mounted 
on  one  fide,  like  a  floating  battery.  This  vcflel, 
manned  by  detachments  of  volunteers  from  different 
fliips,  and  commanded  by  captain  Hore,  was  warped 
into  the  inner  harbour,  and  moored  before  day,  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  from  the  walls,  and  in  very 
fhallow  water.  In  this  pofition  ihe  flood  the  fire  of 
ieveral  batteries  for  feme  hours,  without  doing  or 
luftaining  much  damage.  When  a  fufficient  trial 
had  been  made  of  the  effeft  produced  by  this  at- 
tack, the  admiral  ordered  the  men  to  be  brought  off 
in  boats,  and  the  cables  of  the  fhip  to  be  cut  5  fo 
that  (he  drove,  with  the  fea- breeze,  upon  a  fhoal, 
where  Ihe  was  foon  filled  with  water.  The  infe- 
rence which  the  admiral  drew  from  this  experimenC 
was,  that  the  depth  of  water  in  the  inner  harbour 
was  not  fufficient  to  admit  large  fhips  near  enough  to 
batter  the  town  with  any  fuccefs.  To  confute  this 
principle  it  has  been  a  flirted,  that  although  this 
was  the  cafe  in  that  part  of  the  harbour  to  which  the 
Gallicia  was  conduced,  yet  a  little  farther  to  the 
left,  he  might  have  (rationed  four  or  five  of  his 
larger  fhips  a-breaft,  within  piftol-fhot  of  the  walls  ; 
and  if  this  ftep  had  been  taken  when  the  land-forces 
marched  to  the  attack  of  St.  Lazar,  in  all  proba- 
bility the  town  would  have  been  furrendered  *. 

During  the  attack  upon  the  town,  a  carcafs,  which 
was  fired  from  a  bomb-ketch,  fell  into  the  greac 
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church,  where  the  ptincpal  magazine  of  powder 
lay:  it  let  fire  to  fome  planks  that  covered  this  pow- 
der, by  which  it  would  very  foon  have  oecafioned  * 
genera!  cxplofion,  fufficienc  to  have  laid  the  town  in 
ruins ;  but  the  greatnefs  of  the  danger  led  every  one 
to  exert  themfclves  fo  effectually,  that  the  fire  was 
ftrfled,  by  throwing  fand  upon  it,  before  it  had 
proved  fatal. 

The  fea  officers  and  failors  having  been  employed 
•in  getting  the  marts,  anchors,  and  cables  out  of 
fome  of  the  Spamfe  (hips  that  had  been  funk,  our 
fleet  was  fuon  in  a  cpndition  of  proceeding  to  fei 
again  i  and  on  the  23d  and  24th  it  was  nfolved  in  a 
general  council  of  war,  to  return  to  Jajmica,  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  general  ficknefs  in  the  army.  Under  the 
direction  of  captain  Knowles,  the  entire  demolition 
of  Caftillo  Grande  was  completed  vn  the  25th, 
and  this  took  up  the  more  time,  on  account  of  the 
▼aft  thicknefs  of  the  walls,  and  the  hardnefs  of  the 
cement:  «tHb  the  fmy-nine  pieces  of  ordnance  in  this 
fort  were  rendered  unlerviceable,  by  fpiking  them  up, 
and  knocking  off  their  trunnions.  After  thus  com- 
pleting the  demolition  <  f  all  the  defences  of  the  har- 
bour, and  deftroyirfg  the  lime.kilns,  in  order  by  that 
means  to  retard  the  Spaniards  from  erecting  other 
buildings,  and  carrying  off  all  their  (lore  of  lime  and 
lime  ftone,  for  the  fervice  of  the  hofpital  build- 
ing at  Jamaica,  vice-admiral  Vernon  left  the  har- 
hour  on  the  fixth  day  of  May,  without  injuring  any 
of  the  inhabitants  or  through  wantonnefs  giving  the 
kaft  ieote  to  any  of  thofc  law lefs  ravages  common  in 
war  £  which  the  admiral  directed  to  be  carefully 
guarded  againft  both  by  officers  and  failors. 

When  the  troops  were  reembarked*  the  diften> 
perg  peculiar  to.  the  climate  and  feafon  began  to 
rage  with  redoubled  fury.  On  the:  8ih  day  of  Majr* 
the  vice-admiral  fat  fail  for  Jamaica,  having  fta- 
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tioned  captain  Mayne,  in  the  Worcefter,  with  the 
Strafford,  Princcfs  Lou  i  fa,  and  Litchfield,  to  cruife 
to  windward  of  Cape  Tiberon  till  the  30th,  for  the 
fecurrty  of  the  convoy,  with  victuallers  and  ftore* 
ftiips  expected  from  England;  and  on  the  19th* 
the  vice-admiral  arrived  with  the  fleet  in  Port-Royal 
harbour,  where  he  found  the  convoy  fafcly  arrived 
four  days  before  him.  Prefently  after  he  feat  home 
feven  eighty  gun  (bips,  with  the  Hampton-Court* 
Bur  ford,  Windfor,  Falmouth,  and  five  frigates, 
tinder  the  care  of  commodore  Leitock.  The  cli-» 
mate  of  Jamaica  was  very  unpropkious  to  the  reco-> 
very  of  the  ftck,  many  of  them  died  afhore,  among 
whom  was  lord  Auguftus  Fitzroy,  commander  of 
theOrford. 

It  was  neceffary  now  to  determine  how  the  fleet 
and  troops  might  be  beft  employed  againft  the  enemy, 
for  which  purpofe  a  general  council  of  war  was  at* 
femblcd  on  the  26th  day  of  May.  In  the  opinion, 
of  the  officers  which  compofed  it,  the  only  cxp-d** 
tion  that  was  advifeable  to  be  undertaken  was  ag  unfl: 
Su  Jago  de  Cuba.  The  two  admirals  and  both  the* 
generals  figned  this  refolution,  but  the  governor, 
Mr.  TreUwney,  diflfcntcd  from  it ;  and  recommend- 
ed an  attempt  upon  Panama.  Indeed  the  rcdu&ior* 
of  the  town  and  port  of  the  Havannah  was  looked 
upon  as  impracticable,  becaufe,  befides  the  ftrength 
of  the  pl^cc,  D>n  Roderigo  de  Torres  lay  there* 
with  a  powerful  fleet  of  Spanifh  men  of  war*  The 
land  force*  being  now  greatly  reduced  by  the  mor^ 
tality  which  raged  among  them,  the  governor  raifed 
a  corps  of  one  tboufand  negroes  for  the  expedi- 
tion. 

The  admiral  failed  from  Jamaica  00  the  ift  day  of 
July,  with  eight  (hips  of  the  line,  a  fifty  gun  ttiip 
and  eight  frigates-,  having  with  him  about  forty 
tranfports,  on  board  of  which  were,  including  blacks, 
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three  thoufand  four  hundred  land-forces.  On  the 
1 8th  of  the  fame  month  the  fleet  anchored  in  Wal- 
thenham  harbour,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  of 
Cuba,  a  large  and  fccure  haven,  which  protects  the 
veflels  that  ride  in  ic  from  the  hurricanes" which  are 
lb  frequent  in  the  Weft-Indies,  efpecially  at  the  time 
of  year  when  this  expedition  was  fet  on  foot.  Into 
this  harbour  the  fleet  failed  without  moleftation,  and 
the  troops  debarked  immediately.  No  fooner  had 
the  admiral  caft  anchor  here,  than  he  feemed  to  have 
laid  his  account  for  the  reduction  of  the  whole  ifland  * 
by  giving  the  name  of  Cumberland  harbour,  to  what 
bad  before  bore  the  name  of  Walthenham.  This 
place  lies  about  eleven  leagues  to  the  fouth-weft  of 
St.  Jago,  and  is  xliltant  by  land  about  fixty  miles, 
on  which  fide  the  city  is  almoft  entirely  defencelefs. 
Its  fortifications  to  the  fea  were  not  formidable,  but 
the  entrance  into  the  harbour  is  fo  extremely  narrow, 
and  the  navigation  fo  dangerous,  that  nature  has  fuf- 
ficiently  fecured  it  from  a  naval  attack.  Thefe  cir- 
cumftances  caufed  a  refolution  to  be  taken  in  a  ge- 
neral council  of  war,  to  march  the  troops,  with  all 
pofliblc  expedition,  to  the  attack  of  the  place. 

The  army  accordingly  proceeded  up  the  country, 
without  meeting  an  enemy ;  but  from  fome  fecrct 
caufe  which  was  never  explained,  after  they  had  pro- 
ceeded about  twenty  miles  up  the  country,  they  en- 
camped on  the  banks  of  a  navigable  river,  and  there 
remained  totally  inactive  as  to  their  grand  object : 
indeed,  the  general  detached  feveral  reconnoitring 
parties,  which  falling  in  with  fmall  bodies  of  the 
enemy,  repulfed  them,  with  very  little  lofs  on  either 
fide.  One  of  thefe  reconnoitring  parties,  confiding 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Americans  and  negroes, 
commanded  by  major  Dunfter,  penetrated  as  far  a3 
the  village  of  Elleguava,  where  he  continued  fome 
time ;  but  not  being  fupportcd  by  the  main  army?  he 
returned  to  camp.  Whilit 
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Whilft  everv  thing  remained  ina&ive  on  ftiore> 
admiral  Vernon  dilpatched  part  of  his  fleet  to  block 
up  the  port  of  Sr.  Jago,  and  to  watch  the  motions 
of  the  Spanifh  admiral  at  the  Havannah,  expe&ing 
with  the  ucmolt  impatience  to  hear  of  the  army's 
progrefe.  But  on  the  5th  day  of  Odlober  he  Jiad 
the  mortification  to  receive  a  letter  from  general 
Wentworth,  exprefiing  his  doubts  of  being  able  to 
advance  farther,  or  even  to  fubfifl  his  armv  much 
longer  in  the  part  which  they  then  poflefled.  Oa 
the  9th  the  general  called  a  council  of  war,  the 
members  of  which  were  unanimoufly  of  opinion., 
that  it  was  impoflible  to  march  farther  into  the 
country  without  expofing  the  troops  to  certain 
ruin.  The  army  neverthelefs  conrinued  in  its  en- 
campment till  the  7th  day  of  November,  when 
another  council  of  war,  confiding  of  the  land-offi- 
cers only,  refolved,  that  the  troops  ought  to  be  re- 
embarked  with  all  polllble  expedition  ;  and  they 
were  accordingly  put  on  board  the  tranfports  on 
the  2oxh,  without  the  leaft  moleftation  from  the 
enemy.  The  fleet  and  tranfports  then  proceeded 
to  Jamaica.  Thus  ended  the  operations  in  the 
Weft-Indies  during  th  e  vear  174I1  in  which  the 
lives  of  many  brave  men  were  facrificed  through 
the  mifcondudt  of  their  commanders.  It  is  fome- 
times  extremely  difficult  to  affign  the  true  caufe  of  the 
failure  of  an  expedition ;  that  againft  Carthagena  is 
fuch  an  one.  How  it  came  to  pal's  that  the  man  who 
attacked  the  place  by  fea,  with  a  fmall  force  the  year 
before,  fliould  find  it  impoflible  to  reduce  it  with 
a  much  larger,  although  feconded  by  a  numerous 
army,  is  hard  to  fay.  It  has  been  the  opinion  of 
fome  very  good  judges  of  the  ftrength  and  condi- 
tion of  the  town,  that  after  the  feveral  fortrefies 
which  commanded  the  lake  were  reduced,  the  town 
jnight  have  been  taken  by  the  fleet  without  the 
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afliftance  of  any  land-forces ;  but  fo  injudicioufly 
was  the  attack  conducted,  that  no  (hips  were  Ra- 
tioned to  annoy  the  town  by  fea,  and  the  affault 
from  the  harbour  has  been  cenJured  as  very  impro- 
perly made.  After  all^  though  the  Engliih  folditrs 
and.  failors  were  difappointtd  of  their  expected 
fpoils,  yet  the  Spaniards  fuftained  very  fevere  lofles 
by  the  difmantling  of  their  forts,  the  fpiking  a  con- 
fiderable  number  of  their  guns,  and  the  entire  de- 
ftruftion  of  four  men  of  war,  an  equal  number  of 
galleons,  befides  many  fmall  veffels.  Some  have 
Charged  the  miniftry  at  home  with  a  fecret  defign  that 
the  place  (hould  not  be  reduced,  arifing  from  an 
apprehenfion  that  fuch  a  conqueft  would  precipi*. 
tate  the  nation  in  a  war  with  France,  who  was  not 
likely  to  remain  a  quiet  fpeftatur  of  the  difmem* 
berment  of  the  Spanifh  empire. 

In  Europe  the  Britifti  fleets  made  a  great  parade 
without  performing  any  effential  fervice.  Sir  John 
Norris  was  appointed  to  command  a  fquadron  of 
fixteen  (hips  of  the  line,  befides  the  Blaze  and 
Lightning  fireftiips,  having  upwards  of  eight  thou* 
fand  failors  on  board.  With  this  considerable  force 
he  failed  for  the  coaft  of  Spain,  and  arrived  in  the 
bay  of  Bifcay  with  the  whole  fleet  on  the  5th  day 
of  Auguft  1741:  where  after  taking  and  deltroying 
only  fome  fmall  veffels  by  captain  Harrifon,  in  the 
Argyle,  which  apprized  the  country  of  the  arrival 
of  an  Englifh  fleet,  and  cruizing  a  little  while  on 
that  coaft,  the  admiral  returned  to  Spithead  on  the 
twenty-fecond  of  the  fame  month. 

Admiral  Haddock  with  thirteen  men  of  war 
eruifed  in  the  Mediterranean  during  the  fummer. 
The  principal  feryices  which  his  fleet  was  defiened 
to  perform  were,  to  prevent  the  Spanifh  fleet  from 
Cadiz  and  the  French  fleet  from  Toulon  forming  a 
jun&ion,  and  to  intercept  the  troops  which  were 
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to  be  tranfported   from  Barcelona  to  Italy,  in 
Order  to  aft  againft  the  queen  of  Hungary.'  But 
unfortunately  neither  of  thefe  purpofes  was  anfwered, 
for  while  Haddock  lay  at  anchor  in  the  bay  of  Gib- 
raltar, the  Spanifh  fleet  pafled  the  (traits  in  the 
night,  and  Was  joined  by  the  French  fquadron  from 
Toulon.    The  Britifh  admiral  failing  from  GibraU- 
tar  fell  in  with  them  a  few  days  after,  on  which  the 
united  fquadrons  formed  themfelves  in  line  of  bat* 
tie.    Hereupon  Haddock  bore  down  upon  the  Spa- 
nifh fleet,  when  the  French  admiral  fent  a  flag  of 
truce  to  inform  him,  that  as  the  French  and  Spani- 
ards were  engaged  in  a  joint  expedition,  he  fliould 
be  obliged  to  aft  in  concert  with  his  matter's  allies. 
This  interpofition  prevented  an  engagement^  the 
combined  fleets  amounting  to  more  than  double  the 
number  of  the  Britifh  fquadron.    Admiral  Had- 
dock was  therefore  obliged  to  defift*  and  proceeded 
to  Port  Mahon>  leaving  the  enemy  to  profecute  their 
voyage  without  moleftation.    The  nation  was  in- 
cenfed  at  this  tranfaftion,  and  did  not  fcruple  to 
affirm  that  the  hands  of  the  Britifti  admiral  were  tied 
up  by  a  neutrality  entered  into  for  Hanover*. 

In  the  month  of  July,  two  fliips  of  Haddock's 
fleet  fell  in  with  three  French  men  of  wan  captain 
Barnet,  the  Englifh  commodore,  fuppofing  them  t6 
be  Spanifh  regifter  fliips,  fired  a  mot  in  order  to 
bring  them  to  *  upon  their  failing  to  compljr  with 
the  fignal,  a  (harp  engagement  enfued  $  after  they 
had  fought  feveral  hours,  the  French  commander 
ceafed  firing,  and  thought  proper  to  come  to  an  ex- 
planation ;  when  he  and  Barnet  parted  with  mutual 
apologies. 

The  commander  that  moft  eminently  diftinguilhed 
himfelf  at  this  time  both  for  his  a&ivity  and  bra- 

- 

*  Smollett's  Hiftory  of  England,  VoL  XI.  p.  §9. 
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very,  was  captain  Ambrofe,  in  the  Rupert  man 
of  war  of  fixty  guns,  then  on  a  cruife  in  the 
bay.  He  took  the  St.  Antonio  de  Padua,  a 
privateer  belonging  to  St.  Sebaftians,  of  fixteen 
guns  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  as  alio  another 
privateer,  called  the  Bifcay>  mounting  ten  carriage 
jmd  two  fwivel  guns,  with  one  hundred  and  nine- 
teen failors  on  board.  Thefe  were  defperate  fellows 
who  had  taken  twenty-three  Englifti  prizes,  fince 
the  commencement  of  the  war,  but  after  a  fmart 
engagement  they  fubmitted  to  the  Britifh  flag. 
Captain  Ambrofe  having  brought  his  two  prizes 
into  Plymouth,  failed  again  to  his  ftation ;  and  on 
the  13th  of  September,  as  he  was  cruifing  in  the 
bay  off  Machiacaca,  in  the  evening  he  faw  a  fail 
from  the  mafl:  head,  to  the  windward,  when  after 
chafing  her  that  night  and  the  next  day,  about  fc- 
venty-five  leagues,  he  came  up  with  and  took  her 
after  fome  refiftance,  and  brought  her  into  Ply- 
mouth. She  proved  to  be  the  Duke  de  Vcndom, 
the  largeft  privateer  belonging  to  St*  Sebaftians, 
mounting  twenty-fix  carnage  guns,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  two  men,  among  which  were  fome  Eng- 
lilh,  Scots,  and  Irifli,  commanded  by  don  Martin 
de  Areneder,  a  Frenchman.  Captain  Ambrofe  im- 
mediately proceeded  to  cruize  on  his  itation. 

On  the  17th  of  November,  the  fame  officer  def- 
cried  two  fhips  to  the  windward,  which  he  chaced, 
and  at  the  fame  time  he  obferved  a  fail  to  chace  him, 
.which  happened  to  be  a  Spanifh  privateer  of  twenty- 
four  carriage,  and  twenty  fwivel  guns,  with  one 
hundred  and  eighty-feven  men,  commanded  by  don 
Francifco  de  l'Arrea.  Captain  Ambrofe  difregard- 
ing  her,  continued  his  firft  chace,  and  on  coming 
up  with  them,  did  not  fire  to  bring  them  to,  but 
fent  his  boat  on  board,  and  finding  they  were  Dutch- 
men, apprized  therri  of  his  intention  to  deceive 
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the  privateer.  Accordingly,  the  captain  reefed  his 
fails,  and  trimmed  his  fliip,  and  the  Spaniards  fuf- 
pe&ing  her  a  confort  of  the  Dutchman,  crowded 
fail,  and  by  dufk  was  within  two  leagues,  when 
captain  Ambrofe  fliortened  fail  to  wait  for  her.  As 
foon  as  the  privateer  got  within  a  mile,  fhe  difco- 
vered  the  force  of  the  Rupert,  and  hauled  upon  a 
wind.  Immediately  captain  Ambrofe  followed  her 
with  all  the  fail  he  could  make.  On  the  8th, 
at  two  in  the  morning,  the  Rupert  got  within  gun- 
fliot  of  the  privateer,  but  foon  after  loft  fight  of 
her;  at  day-break  captain  Ambrofe  faw  her  again, 
but  the  privateer  efcaped  a fecond  time.  On  the  9th, 
the  captain  difcovering  her  again,  purfued  all  day, 
and  began  to  engage  her  at  half  an  hour  pad  mid- 
night :  the  action  lafted  till  two  in  the  morning, 
when  the  Rupert  boarding  her  fhe  (truck.  The  pri- 
vateer had  twelve  men  killed  5  two  had  their  arms 
and  legs  (hot  away,  and  the  captain  with  feveral  of 
his  men  dangeroufly  wounded,  the  Rupert  having 
loft  only  one  man,  who  fell  into  the  fea  in  board- 
ing the  privateer,  which  was  completely  fitted  out 
wifh  a  great  quantity  of  fmall  arms,  cutlafles, 
poleaxes,  &c.  and  had  met  with  no  prize  in  that 
cruize.  As  a  recompence  for  captain  Ambrofc's 
vigilance  in  fuppreffing  the  Spanifh  privateers,  the 
merchants  of  London  prefented  him  v/ith  a  large 
filver  cup,  his  arms  chafed  on  one  fide,  and  on  the 
other  the  reprefentation  of  the  Rupert  in  purfuit  of 
a  privateer ;  and  the  merchants  of  Briftol  alfo  pre- 
fented him  with  a  piece  of  plate  of  one  hundred 
pounds  value  on  the  fame  account. 

On  the  1  ath  day  of  October,  Sir  John  Norris, 
failed  again  in  the  victory  from  St.  Helens,  upon 
^mother  expedition,  accompanied  with  the  Royal 
George,  Royal  Sovereign,  Barfleur,  Neptune,  Sand- 
wich, Naflau,  Buckingham,  Ncwcaftlc,  and  Port 
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Mahon.  This  fleet  proceeded  for  the  Spanifh  coaft, 
the  arrival  of  which  did  not  much  terrify  the  inha- 
bitants, efpecially  as  fince  the  lad  vifit  of  a  Britifh 
fquadron,  they  had  put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  of 
defence,  by  repairing  their  fortifications,  and  having 
their  militia  ready  polled  along  the  fhore ;  fo  that 
without  attempting  any  thing,  the  admiral  returned 
with  the  fquadron  for  England,  and  arrived  at  Spit- 
head  on  the  6th  of  November. 

Thefe  feveral  expeditions,  carried  on  with  fuch 
confiderable  force,  and  at  fo  vail  an  expence,  with-* 
out  effectually  annoying  the  enemy,  although  under 
the  conduct  of  an  admiral,  who  had  formerly  ac- 
quired great  naval  glory,  raifed  a  general  difcon- 
tent  in  the  nation. 

Many  captures  were  made  both  by  the  Spaniards 
and  the  Englifh,  chiefly  by  the  privateers  of  the 
two  kingdoms  which  cruifed  both  in  Europe  and 
America.  It  has  been  computed  that  the  captures 
made  of  Britifh  fhips  from  the  commencement  of 
the  war  to  the  end  of  the  year  1741,  amounted  to 
37a  merchantmen  of  different  burdens;  the  Spa- 
niards on  their  part  loft  390,  notwithftanding  which 
the  value  of  the  Britifh  prizes  exceeded  thefe  of 
Spain.  What  added  to  the  mortification  which  ih6 
merchants  endured  was,  that  the  Spanifh  cruifcrs 
had  the  audacity  to  vifit  the  Englifh  coafts,  and  to  come 
„  within  foundings;  whilft  the  board  of  admiralty 
was  lhamefully  remifs  in  flattening  frigates  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  fhould  protect  the  coafts  from  infult, 
and  give  fecurity  to  the  trade  of  the  kingdom. 
The  merchants  at  length  determined  to  lay  their 
grievances  before  parliament,  and  folicit  affiftancc 
from  thence. 

During  this  fummer  the  attention  of  the  people 
was  called  off  from  foreign  to  domeftic  tranfactions. 
The  parliament  being  diffolved  by  proclamation  in 
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April,  writs  were  iflued  for  eletting  a  new  one* 
Never  were  greater  exertions  made  than  on  this 
occafion,  and  indeed  this  ele&ion  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  producing  the  moft  violent  conteft  be- 
tween the  two  parties,  which  had  happened  fince 
the  revolution.  The  two  contending  parties  were 
now  generally  called  the  court  and  country  party  1 
though  the  former  affefted  to  call  themftlves  the 
Whig,  andtheother  the  Tory  interefti  which  diftinc- 
tion  was  certainly  ill-founded,  becaufe  the  prince 
of  Wales  and  manv  of  the  moft  eminent  whigs 
were  at  the  head  of  the  country  party,- and  on  the 
other  hand  the  court  party  was  zealoufly  aflifted  and 
Supported  by  almoft  the  whole  body  of  Roman  ca- 
tholics, and  by  the  bilhops  and  dignified  clergy. 
The  duke  of  Argyle  exerted  himfelf  to  fucCefsfully 
among  the  (hires  and  boroughs  of  Scotland,  that 
the  partifans  of  the  miniftry  could  not  fecure  fix 
members  out  of  the  whole  number  returned  from 
North  Britain.  They  were  however  much  more 
fortunate  in  the  eledtion  of  the  peers,  who  were 
chofen  itri&ly  according  to  the  lift  transmitted  from 
court.  Inftrudtions  were  delivered  by  the  confli- 
tuents  to  a  great  number  of  members  returned  for 
cities  and  counties,  exhorting  and  requiring  them 
to  oppofe  a  ftanding  army  in  time  of  peace  5  to 
vote  for  the  mitigation  of  the  excife  laws;  for  the 
repeal  of  feptennial  parliaments  ;  for  the  limitation  of 
place-men  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  every 
particular  of  the  public  expence  (hould  be  examined 
into,  and  proper  meafures  taken,  to  redrefs  thofe 
grievances  under  which  the  nation  groaned. 

The  new  parliament  met  on  the  ift  day  of  De- 
cember, and  again  chofe  Mr.  Onflow  their  fpeaker. 
His  majefty  opened  the  feffion  on  the  4th,  with  a 
Tpeech,  in  which  he  reprefented  the  dangers  with 
which  Europe  was  threatened,  by  the  confederacy 
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for  fubverting  the  houfe  of  Auftria;  and  recom- 
mended to  both  houfes,  a  neceflary  concern  for 
maintaining  the  liberties  of  Europe  at  that  import- 
ant crifis. 

It  foon  appeared  that  the  country  party  had  ob- 
tained a  majority  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  and 
that  the  power  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole  was  in  the 
greateft  danger.  He  knew  that  the  majority  of  a 
fingle  vote  might  at  any  time  commit  him  prifbner 
to  the  Tower ;  and  that  his  fafety  depended  on  his 
dividing  the  oppofition  ;  he  therefore  employed  all 
his  credit  and  dexterity  to  produce  this.  A  meffage 
was  fent  by  the  biftiop  of  Oxford,  to  the  prince  of 
Wales,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  oppofition,  im- 
porting, that  if  his  royal  highnefs  would  write  a 
letter  of  condefcenfion  to  the  king,  he  and  all  his 
counfellors  (hould  be  taken  into  favour ;  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds  be  added  to  his  revenue,  four  times 
that  fum  be  immediately  difburfed  for  the  payment 
of  his  debts;  and  in  due  time,  a  fuirable  provifion 
be  made  for  all  his  followers.  Yet  this  propofal, 
though  fo  extremely  advantageous,  the  prince  de- 
clined ;  and  declared,  that  he  would  accept  ,  of  no 
fuch  conditions  while  Sir  Robert  continued  to  di- 
rect the  public  affairs :  that  he  confidered  him  as  a 
bar  between  his  majefly  and  the  affc&ions  of  his 
people;  as  the  author  of  the  national  grievances, 
and  the  fole  caufe  of  that  contempt  in  which  Great 
Britain  was  held  in  all  the  courts  of  Europe.  Sir 
Robert  being  thus  disappointed,  and  finding  that 
he  had  little  power  in  determining  difputed  elec- 
tions, upon  an  oppofition  of  this  kind,  declared 
that  he  would  never  more  fit  in  that  houfe  j  and 
the  next  day,  which  was  the  3d  of  February,  1742, 
the  king  adjourned  both  houfes  of  parliament  till 
the  18th  of  the  fame  month.  In  this  interim,  Sir 
Robert  was  created  earl  of  Orford,  and  rcfigned  ail 
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his  employments.  Upon  this  occafion  he  difplayed 
the  moft  prudent  policy,  by  feparating  the  parts 
which  compofed  the  oppofition.  Walpole's  place 
of  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  was  bellowed  upon 
Mr.  Sandys,  who  was  alfo  appointed  one  of  the 
lords  of  thetreafury;  and  the  earl  of  Wilmington 
fuccceded  him  as  firft  commiffioner  of  that  board. 
Lord  Harrington  being  created  an  earl,  was  de- 
clared prefident  of  the  council;  and  in  his  room* 
lord  Cartaret  became  fecretary  of  itate :  Mr.  Pul- 
teney  was  fworn  of  the  privy  council,  and  after- 
wards created  earl  of  Bath  :  the  earl  of  Winchelfea 
and  Nottingham  was  made  head  of  the  admiralty, 
in  the  room  of  Sir  Charles  Wager  :  and  the  earl  of 
Stair  appointed  field-marmal  of  all  his  majefty's 
forces,  and  ambaffador  extraordinary  to  the  States- 
general. 

On  the  7th  of  February,  the  prince  of  Wales, 
attended  by  a  numerous  retinue  of  his  adherents, 
waited  on  his  majelty,  who  gave  him  a  gracious  re- 
ception*  and  ordered  his  guards  to  be  reftored. 
The  reconciliation  between  the  king  and  the- prince, 
together  with  the  change  of  the  mtniftry,  were  ce- 
lebrated with  public  rejoicings  all  over  the  king- 
dom i  and  the  utmoft  concord  appeared  in  the 
houfe  of  commons.  *  But  it  was  foon  found  that 
thofe  who  had  declaimed  the  loudeft  againlt  the 
public  meafures,  had  been  folely  influenced  by  mo- 
tives of  felf-interrft  •,  and  thole  motions  which  had 
been  deemed  moft  patriotic,  on  being  now  made 
to  the  houfe,  were  oppofed  by  thofe  who  had  for- 
merly exerted  themfelves  with  the  greatcft  eloquence 
in  their  defence.  Among  other  mftances,  a  motion 
being  made  by  Sir  Robert  Godfchall,  for  leave  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  repeal  the  a&  for  feptennial  par- 
liaments, he  was  warmly  oppofed  by  Mr.  Pulteney 
and  Mr.  Sandys,  and  the  qudtion  palled  in  the 
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negative.  From  this,  and  many  other  inftances 
of  the  like  kind,  it  appeared,  chat  though  the  mi- 
niftry  had  been  changed,  the  lame  meafures  were 
purfued. 

The  new  parliament  voted  forty  thoufand  feamen, 
and  fixty-twa  thoufand  five  hundred  landmen,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  year  1742  5  the  expence  of  the 
year  amounted  to  near  fix  millions.  The  houfe  of 
commons  took  into  confideration  the  flate  of  the 
linen  manufactures  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
finding  them  in  a  very  flourilhing  ftate,  in  order  to 
contribute  to  their  farther  advancement,  an  aft  was 
palTed,  whereby  an  additional  duty  was  laid  on  all 
foreign,  cambrics  imported  into  Great  Britain,  and 
for  allowing  thereout  a  bounty  upon  certain  lpecies 
of  Britilh  and  Irilh  linen  exported.  Hereby  an  ad- 
ditional duty  was  laid  of  one  Ihilling  and  five-pence 
per  half  piece,  or  two  (hillings  and  ten-pence  for 
every  piece  of  foreign  cambric  imported  j  oot  of 
which  additional  duty  a  bounty  of  one  penny  was 
allowed  for  every  yard  of  Britilh  and  Irilh  linen,  of 
the  value  of  from  fix- pence  to  twelve-pence  *  and 
a  half-penny  per  yard  for  linen,  under  the  value  of 
fix-pence  per  yard  exported.  The  bank  of  England 
this  year  lent  the  public  towards  the  fupplies,  the 
fum  of  one  million  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  * 
in  confideration  of  which  fervice,  an  aft  of  parlia- 
ment pafled  to  continue  to  that  company  the  cxclu- 
five  privileges  of  banking,  formed  by  a  partnerlhip 
of  more  than  fix  perfons,  till  one  year's  notice,  and 
repayment  of  principal  and  arrears,  after  the  firft 
day  of  Auguft,  1764.  By  this  aft,  perfons  forging, 
counterfeiting,  or  altering  of  any  bank  note,  bill 
of  exchange,  dividend  warrant,  or  any  bond  of  ob- 
ligation under  that  company's  feal,  or  any  indorfe- 
ment  thereon,  or  knowingly  uttering  the  fame, 
fhall  fuffer  death  without  benefit  of  clergy.  Hereby 
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alio  the  company's  fervants  breaking  their  truft  to 
the  company,  fhall  fuffer  death  as  felons,  without 
benefit  of  clergy. 

By  an  aft  parted  at  this  time,  a  bounty  of  five 
pounds  over  and  above  his  wages  was  granted  to 
every  able-bodied  feaman,  and  three  pounds  to  every 
ordinary  feaman;  and  the  widows  of  fuch  as  might 
from  thenceforth  be  killed  in  the  fervice,  were 
granted  a  year's  pay  as  a  bounty.  This  aft  ex- 
tended to  Ireland.  By  it,  the  pay  for  feamen  in 
the  merchant's  fervice  was  regulated  at  thirty-five 
lhill  ings  per  month,  for  the  next  twelve  months 
following,  and  not  to  exceed  that  fum. 

A  north-weft  paflage  to  China,  Japan,  and  India, 
had  long  been  fuppofed  to  exift,  but  twenty  years 
had  now  elapfed  fince  any  attempt  had  been  made 
to  explore  it.  Mr.  Arthur  Dobbes,  a  native  of 
Ireland,  and  a  man  of  ingenuity  and  enterprize^ 
found  means  to  prevail  on  the  board  of  admiralty  to 
caufe  another  attempt  to  be  made  for  finding  that 
fuppofed  paflage,  which  was  undertaken  at  the  pub- 
lic expence.  Accordingly  two  king's  fhips  were 
fent  out  on  that  difcovery,  under  the  diredtion 
of  captain  Chriftopher  Middleton,  who  had  been 
twenty  years  a  commander  in  the  Hudfon-bay  Com- 
pany's fervice. 

His  inftruttions  from  the  board  of  admiralty,  on 
the  fuppofuion  of  finding  a  paflage,  were  in  fub- 
ftance  as  follow : 

"  In  places  where  you  meet  with  inhabitants 
make  purchafes  with  their  confent,  and  take  pof- 
ieffion  of  convenient  fituations  in  the  country,  in 
the  name  of  his  majefty  of  Great  Britain ;  but  where 
there  are  no  inhabitants,  you  muft  take  poffeflion, 
by  fetting  up  of  proper  infcriptions,  as  firft  difco- 
verers  and  poffeflbrs.  If  in  your  paflage,  you  meet 
with  any  ihips  trading  to  the  weftern  countries,  eaft- 
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ward  of  Japan,  or  any  Japancfe  fhips,  and  you  ap- 
prehend any  danger  from  them,  arifing  either  from 
the  ir  force  or  number,  you  are  then  to  proceed  no 
farther  on  the  difcovery,  but  immediately  to  return  $ 
that  (hips  of  fufficient  force  may  be  fent  out  next 
feafon,  to  begin  a  trade,  or  make  a  fettlemenr; 
without  any  apprehenfion  of  difturbance  from  anjr 
powerful  nations  on  that  fide,  leaft  any  accident 
fhould  prevent  your  return,  and  difcourage  any  far- 
ther attempts  to  be  made  for  the  future.  If  you 
fhould  arrive  at  California,  without  any  apprehen- 
fion of  danger,  and  choofc  to  winter  in  forty-two 
degrees,  (where  Caxton  is  faid  to  have  found  a  ci- 
vilized nation  and  a  good  harbour)  or  clfe  more 
Jbutherly,  then  endeavour  to  meet  captain  Anfon, 
in  the  month  of  December,  before  the  arrival  of 
the  Manilla,  or  Acapulco  fhip  at  Cape  St.  Lucas, 
the  fouthern  cape  of  California  j  and  leave  a  copy 
of  your  journal  with  him,  left  any  accident  fhould 
happen  to  you  upon  your  return  j  and  fo  the  difco- 
very be  loft,  and  that  it  might  prevent  fhips  being 
fent  out  to  your  relief  in  cafe  of  fhipwreck." 

Given  under  oiir  hands  the  20th  day  of  May, 

Charles  Wager, 
Thomas  Frankland, 
Glenorchy  *. 

The  captain  failed  on  the  difcovery  in  1741,  and 
wintered  in  ihe  vaft  bay  of  Hudfon,  at  one  of  the 
company's  forts  on  Churchill  river;  and  in  the  fum- 
mc  of  1742,  he  failed  again  as  far  north  as  fixty- 
fix  decrees  and  a  half,  and  fearched  into  an  inlet  or 
river  wtftward,  which  he  named  Wager  river*  and 
being  then  fully  convinced  that  no  fuch  paifage  was 

*  Captain  Middleton'j  defence  of  his  conduA,  publithed  174  j. 
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to  be  found,  he  returned  home  that  fame  year  with 
the  king's  (hips. 

This  mifcarriage,  the  projedtor  of  the  entcrprizc 
endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  world,  ought  to  be 
imputed  to  the  captains  negleft,  whom  he  accufed 
of  really  knowing  that  fuch  apafiage  did  exift,  but 
purpofely  concealing  it  in  order  to  favour  the  Hud- 
foh's  bay  Company,  who  laboured  to  prevent  the 
knowledge  of  it  from  the  apprehenfion  that  it  would 
caufe  their  trade  to  be  laid  open.  He  founded  thefe 
fevere  charges  again  ft  captain  Middleton,  on  the 
faltnefs  of  the  water,  the  ftrength  of  tides  and 
currents  up  Wager  ft  raits  (or  river)  and  becaufe 
black  whales  were  found  therein,  and  in  the  open 
called,  the  Welcome,  which  lies  near  it.  Later  ex- 
perience has  tended  to  prove  the  navigator  in  the 
right,  and  the  projeftor  in  the  wrong.  But  much 
more  light  would  be  thrown  on  this  matter,  if  that 
luminary  in  navigation,  captain  Cook,  fhould  be  lb 
fortunate  as  to  return  from  the  expedition  in  which 
he  has  been  now  three  years  engaged,  and  for  whofe 
fafetv  the  lovers  of  fcience  are  juftly  anxious. 

Hitherto  the  war  with  Spain  had  been  carried  on 
by  fca,  where  the  natural  ftrength  of  Great  Britain 
lay,  but  the  jarring  interefts  of  the  potentates  of 
Europe  were  now  on  the  point  of  fpreading  that  de- 
folating  evil  over  the  continent.  The  king's  at- 
tachment to  his  ele&oral  dominions,  contributed 
greatly  to  caufe  the  new  miniftry  to  engage  in  the 
German  quarrel  an  army  was  therefore  prepared 
to  be  fent  over  into  Flanders,  which  rendered  the 
war  with  Spain  no  more  than  a  fecondary  confedera- 
tion. 

To  underftand  the  pofture  of  public  affairs  at  this 
period,  it  will  be  neccflary  to  give  afhort  view  of  the 
brigin  of  the  troubles  on  the  continent.  In  the  year 
J  740  the  emperor  Charles  YL  died,  which  immcdi- 
V  .  ately 
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atcly  caufed  the  court  of  France  to  throw  off  that  pa- 
cific fyftem  Ihe  had  lb  long  adopted,  and  regardlefs  of 
treaties,  particularly  the  pragmatic  fanftion,  which 
fettled  upon  the  daughter  of  the  emperor  the  rever- 
fion  of  all  his  dominions,  the  French  caufed  the 
eleftor  of  Bavaria  to  be  crowned  emperor.  Thus 
the  daughter  of  Charles  VI.  defcended  from  an  il- 
luftrious  line  of  emperors,  faw  herfelf  dripped  of 
her  inheritance,  and,  for  a  whole  year,  without 
hopes  of  fuccour.  She  had  fcarce  clofed  her  father's 
*yes,  when  (he  loft  Silefia,  by  an  eruption  of  the 
young  king  of  Pruflia,  who  feized  the  opportunity 
of  her  defencelefs  (late,  to  renew  his  ancient  preten- 
fions  to  that  province,  of  which  it  muft  be  owned 
his  anceftors  had  been  unjuftly  deprived.  France, 
Saxony,  and  Bavaria,  attacked  the  reft  of  her  domi- 
nions. In  this  forlorn  fituation  fhe  found  a  pow- 
erful ally  in  Britain  ;  Sardinia  and  Holland  foon  af- 
ter came  to  her  affiftance  ;  and,  laft  of  all,  Ruflla 
joined  in  her  caufe.  It  may  be  demanded,  what 
part  Britain  had  in  thefe  continental  meafures? 
The  interefts  of  Hanover;  the  fecurity  and  agran- 
dizement  of  that  electorate,  depended  upon  the 

E roper  regulation  of  the  empire.  Lord  Carteret 
id  now  taken  that  place  in  the  royal  confidence 
which  had  formerly  been  pofiefled  by  Walpole;  and, 
by  purfuing  thefe  meafures  he  foothed  the  wifhes  of 
his  mafter,  and  opened  a  more  extenfive  field  for  his 
own  ambition.  He  expefted  honours  from  victo- 
ries which  could  produce  no  good  ;  and  from  cam- 
paigns, which,  whether  fuccefsful  or  unfortunate 
could  only  terminate  in  misfortune.  The  miniftry, 
who  were  formerly  the  foremoft  to  declaim  againft 
continental  meafures,  now  boldly  ftood  up  in  defence 
of  them ;  and,  at  length,  by  dint  of  number,  car- 
ried their  caufe.  The  people  faw,  with  pain,  their 
former  defenders  facrificing  the  blood  and  treafure 
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of  the  nation  upon  deftruftive  alliances  ;  they  knew 
not  now  on  whom  to  rely  for  fafety  ;  and  began  to 
think  that  patriotifm  was  but  an  empty  name.  How- 
ever injurious  thefe  meafures  might  have  been  to 
the  nation,  they  were  of  infinite  fervice  to  the  queen 
of  Hungary.  She  began,  at  this  period,  to  triumph 
over  all  her  enemies. 

The  remonftrances  which  had  been  made  to  par- 
liament, not  only  by  the  merchants  of  London,  bqc 
from  the  cities  of  Briftol,  Exeter,  and  Glafgowj 
the  towns  of  Liverpool,  Lancafter,  Biddeford, 
Southampton,  and  other  places ;  fetting  forth  that 
the  Britifti  trade  and  commerce  had  been  continually 
expofed  to  the  depredations  of  Spanifh  privateers, 
ever  fince  the  breaking  oat  of  the  war,  led  the 
houfe  of  commons  to  enter  into  refolutions  for  tho 
better  protection  of  the  commerce  of  the  narion, 
and  a  number  of  frigates  were  appointed  to  cruife 
in  the  channel  and  along  the  coafts,  to  difperfe  the 
fhips  of  Spain  that  infefted  thofe  parts. 

A  re-enforcement  of  ten  fail  under  the  command 
of  commodore  Leftock,  who  had  left  the  Weft-In- 
dies foon  after  the  return  of  the  fleet  from  the  ex- 
pedition againft  Carthagena,  was  fent  to  admiral 
Haddock,  in  the  Mediterranean,  and  arrived  at 
Port  Mahon  on  the  ift  day  of  February.  Haddock, 
whom  chagrin  had  reduced  to  a  bad  ftate  of  health, 
quitted  the  command  to  Leftock,  and  embarked  on 
board  the  Roebuck  man  of  war  for  England, 

Leftock,  whilft  his  fleet  was  getting  ready  for  fea, 
difpatched  foraecruifers  to  the  coaftof  Spain  ;  thefe 
intercepted  feveral  vefiels  laden  with  proviflons, 
defigned  for  the  Spanilh  troops. 
*  On  the  1 2th  day  of  April  the  commodore  left 
Port  Mahon,  having  with  him  a  fleet  confifting  of 
twenty-eight  men  of  war,  with  which  he  proceeded 
to  Toulon,  from  whence,  after  throwing  the  inha- 
bitants 
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bitants  into  the  utmoft  confternation,  he  departed, 
and  proceeded  to  Antibes,  and  along  the  coaft  of 
Italy. 

One  of  the  firft  fteps  taken  by  the  new  miniftry, 
was  to  appoint  admiral  Matthews  to  the  command 
of  the  Mediterranean  fleet:  on  which  occafion  he 
was  advanced  to  be  vice-admiral  of  the  red,  and 
commodore  Lc flock,  who  was  to  be  fecond  in  com- 
mand, was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  rear-admiral  of 
the  white. 

Admiral  Matthew's  fat  fail  on  the  16th  day  of 
April  from  Spithead,  having  with  him  four  lhips  of 
the  line,  and  under  his  convoy  the  merchant-lhips 
for  Oporto,  Lifbon,  and  the  Levant.  He  was  like- 
wife  inverted  with  the  character  of  minifter  pleni- 
potentiary to  the  king  of  Sardinia  and  the  States  of 
Italy. 

The  admiral  joined  the  fleet  at  Villa  Franca  near 
Nice,  and  immediately  dire&ed  captain  Norris  to 
deftroy  five  Spanilh  gallies,  which  had  put  into  the 
bay  of  St.  Tropez  i  which  fervice  was  effectually 
and  expeditioufly  performed.  It  prefently  appeared 
very  evidently  that  no  good  underftanding  fubfifted 
between  the  commander  in  chief  and  the  fecond  in 
command,  the  former  openly  attacking  the  latter 
as  foon  as  he  arrived,  on  the  fcore  of  a  breach  of 
refpeft,  which  the  other  infifted  he  had  duely  paid. 
In  the  month  of  May  admiral  Matthews  was  joined 
by  rear-admiral  Rowley,  which  rendered  the  Britifh 
fleet  fomewhat  fuperior  to  thofe  of  France  and 
Spain  united ;  which  however  ftill  kept  fafe  moored 
in  the  harbour  of  Toulon,  whilft  detachments  from 
the  Englifli  fleet  fcoured  the  coafts  of  Catalonia* 
Provence,  and  Italy.  Whilft  things  remained  in 
this  fituation,  a  French  man  of  war  failed  clofe  along 
the  harbour  of  Villa  Franca,  in  fight  of  the  Britifh 
fleet,  without  paying  th«  ufual  compliment  to  the 
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flag.  Admiral  Matthews  fired  a  gun  at  the  French- 
man, to  remind  him  of  his  omiflfion,  but  this  did 
not  obtain  the  required  falute.  A  man  of  war  was 
hereupon  ordered  out,  in  order  to  chaftife  fuch  in- 
folence,  who,  at  length  poured  a  broad-fide  into 
the  French  fhip,  which  funk  her  inftantly.  Soon 
after  this  piece  of  chaftifemcnt  was  inflicted-,  admi- 
ral Rowley  was  detached  with  eight  fail  to  cruife  off 
the  harbour  of  Toulon  *  in  which  ftation  he  fell  in 
with  and  took  a  great  number  of  the  enemy's  mer- 
chantmen, bound  for  different  ports  in  Provence 
and  Languedoc,  having  on  board  neceflaries  for  tht 
Spaniards.  In  Auguft  another  fquadron  was  fent 
out  under  commodore  Martin,  into  the  bay  of  Na- 
ples, to  require  of  his  Sardinian  majefty,  that  he 
lhould  immediately  recal  his  troops  that  had  joined 
the  Spanilh  army,  and  enter  into  an  engagement 
to  remain  neuter  during  the  war,  or,  in  cafe  of  his 
refufal,  to  lay  his  capital  in  afhes>  On  the  appear- 
ance of  this  force,  and  when  the  terms  infilled  on  were 
known,  the  city  was  filled  with  confirmation  ;  but 
the  king  by  a  prudent  compliance  averted  the  im- 
pending danger.  The  commodore  having  accom- 
plilhed  the  object  on  which  he  was  fent>  rejoined  his 
admiral,  who  had  by  that  time  taken  his  ftation 
with  his  whole  fleet  in  the  road  of  Hieres,  there 
to  continue  during  the  winter  (cafon* 

At  the  fame  time,  captain  Norris  in  the  Kingftoft 
of  fifty  guns,  and  captain  Callis  in  the  Duke  fire* 
fhip,  whilft  cruifing  between  Villa  Franca  and  the 
ifles  of  Hieres,  had  intelligence  that  five  Spanilh 
gallies  laden  with  ammunition  and  provifions  for  the 
Spanilh  army,  were  failed  from  St*  Margaretta,  and 
had  arrived  at  St.  Tropes,  a  little  harbour  in  Pro- 
vence, they  immediately  followed  them  thither,  with 
an  intention  to  detain  them  till  they  had  received  or- 
ders from  the  vice-admiral  in  what  manner  to  regu- 
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late  their  behaviour :  but  the  Spanifli  gallics  on 
their  arrival  began  to  fire  on  the  Britilh  fhips,  and 
by  thus  breaking  the  rules  eftablilhed  for  a  neutral 
port  captain  Norris  directly  gave  orders  to  captain 
Callis  to  fet  fire  to  them,  which  he  executed  ao> 
cordingly  and  deftroyed  them :  while  another  part 
of  the  Britifh  fquadron*  cruizing  on  the  coaft  of 
Catalonia,  bombarded  the  towns  of  Mataro  and 
Palamos,  by  which  a  great  part  of  the  houfes  were 
deftroyed  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  buried  under 
the  ruins. 

While  the  vice  admiral  lay  in  Hieres  bay,  having 
received  intelligence,  that  the  Spaniards  had  got 
together  fome  confiderable  magazines  at  St.  Remo, 
a  Genoefe  town  on  the  Mediterranean,  thirty  miles 
north  call  of  Nice,  difpatched  thither  captain  Mar- 
tin, toward  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  who  arrived 
before  that  place  on  the  firft  of  September,  when 
he  immediately  lent  a  party  on  fliore  to  fearch  for  the 
magazines,  which  they  found,  and  entirely  deftroyed 
a  large  quantity  of  corn  and  flour,  with  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  quintals  of  ftraw,  defigned  for  the  ufe 
of  the  Spanifh  army  :  after  which  nothing  of  any 
great  importance  happened  this  year  in  the  Britifh 
fleet,  which  continued  their  ftation  off  Toulon. 

In  the  mean  time  the  Englifh  merchants  loft  great 
numbers  of  fhips  in  the  Britifh  and  German  oceans, 
by  which  means  their  trade  to  Holland  was  greatly 
interrupted,  and  even  became  very  precarious  along 
their  own  coafts :  befides,  the  Spaniards  took  and 
carried  many  confiderable  prizes  into  Vigo,  Bilboa, 
and  St.  Sebaftian,  where  our  failors  fuffered  inex- 
preffible  hardfhips,  being  driven  barefooted  one  or 

-  two  hundred  miles  up  the  country,  where  they  wefe 
thruft  into  damp  dungeons,  and  allowed  only  bread 
and  water  by  the  Spaniards,  and  had  not  Axpence  a 
day  been  granted  by  the  Britifh  government  to  every 
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jpriibner  (and  which  was  regularly  paid  them)  they  ' 
would  have  inevitably  perifhed. 

Many,  however,  of  the  Britifh  commanders, 
both  of  the  king's  (hips  and  privateers,  took  feve* 
ral  rrch  prizes  from  the  Spaniards  and  deftroyed  a 
confiderable  number  of  their  privateers,  while  the 
matters  of  the  merchantmen  bravely  defended  them- 
felves,  and  never  were  taken  but  by  a  much  fupe-r 
rior  force.    Some  of  thefe  gallant  aftions  aj£  a? 

follows. 

The  earl  of  Northeflc,  commander  of  the  LoO 
man  of  war,  being  on  a  cruize  off  cape  Finifterre* 
had  intelligence  of  a  fmall  privateer  being  at  Por* 
to  Novo ;  upon  which  he  ftood  in  there  on  the  thirt 
tieth  of  June,  but  the  privateer  difcovering  him* 
got  higher  up  the  river  than  the  Loo  could  venture; 
and  it  falling  calm,  lord  Northeflc  was  obliged  to 
anchor  clofe  by  the  towns  of  Porto  Novo  and  St'f 
Jago,  into  which  he  Bred  a  few  (hot :  then  landing 
fome  men,  he  difmounted  four  guns  which  were  on 
a  battery  at  Porto  Novo;  and  after  letting  fire  to 
feveral  houfes  in  St.  Jago,  he  proceeded  on  his  cruife, 
where,  on  the  feventh  of  July,  his  lordftiip  meeting 
with  the  Deal  caftlc  man  of  war,  commanded  by 
captain  Elton,  and  receiving  information  of  fome 
veffels  being  at  Vigo,  they  both  ran  iip  the  river 
and  anchoring  before  that  town,  they  made  prize  of 
four  veffels,  after  firing  feveral  ftio.t  into  the  towr^ 
in  order  to  cover  the  boats  while  they  cue  them  away, 
a  fmart  fire  of  mufketry  from  the  fhore  being  kept 
at  them  all  the  time.    After  this,  the  men  of  wajr 
continued  their  cruize,  during  which  lord  NorthelH, 
upon  intelligence  that  the  privateer  was  ftill  aJwuc 
the  river  of  Porto  Novo,  on  the  1 9th  df  July  ran 
in  and  anchored  under  the  ifland  of  Blydones,  where 
his  lordfhip  put  a  lieutenant  and  fixty  rhen,  with 
two  fix  pounders,  into  one  of  the  flpops  taken  at 
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Vigt),  which  he  fent  up  the  river  in  queft  of  the  pri- 
vateer. The  (loop  could  fee  nothing  of  her,  but  in 
her  return  (he  chafed  a  bark  on  fhore  and  fet  her  on 
fire;    Lord  Northeflcthcn  landed  fome  of  his  men, 
and  after  burnings  village  conftfting  of  about  for- 
ty hsmfes,  he  repaired  to  his  ftation. 
-•  Oh  the  27th  of  December  the  Pulteney  privateer, 
a  large  brigantine,  mounting  fixteen  carriage  guns 
and  twenty  fix  fwivels,  with  forty  two  men,  com- 
manded by  captain  James  Purcel,  was  returning  to 
Gibraltar  from  a  cruize  in  the  mouth  of  the  Straits: 
and  as  Ihe  was  (landing  in  for  the  bay  from  the  weft 
with  little  or  no  wind,  was  feen  from  old  Gibraltar; 
from  whence  two  large  Spanifh  xebeques,  each  car- 
rying one  hundred  and  twenty  men,  twelve  car* 
riageguns,  and  a  great  number  of  pattcraroes  and 
tttufquetoons,  were  fent  to  take  the  Pulteney  j  and 
looking  upon  her  as  an  eafy  prey,  made  hafte  with 
their  oars,  and  foon  come  up  with  her,  a  little  to 
the  eaft  of  Europe  poiot  and  almoft  within  reach  of 
the  guns  of  Gibraltar,  the  governor  of  which  refu- 
fed  a  reinforcement  of  men,  alkdging  that  it  was 
jrnpoflibte  fo  fmall  a  veflel  even  full  of  men  could 
eibape  a  force  fo  much  fuperior  to  her.    The  brave 
captain  Purcel  however  r^folving  to  defend  his  veflel 
to  the  Jaft  extremity  ;  and  finding  his  officers  and 
men  in  the  fame  difpofition,  prepared  for  an  ob- 
stinate refiftance.    After  a  few  fingle  guns,  the  Spa- 
niards came  near,  and  hailing  the  veffel  by  her  name, 
and  the  captain  by  his,  entreated  him  to  ftrike  and 
freferve  the  lives  of  his  men,  otherwife  to  exped 
no  quarter,    Thefe  threats  were  returned  with  guns; 
after  which  the  Spaniards  attempted  to  board  and 
'wcrfc  rcfolutely  beat  off;  they  made  two  attempts 
more,  but  captain  Purcel  prudently  refervmg  half 
his  broad-fide,  they  had  not  courage  to  board  him, 
though  they  expofed  thcmfclvcs  fo  much,  particu* 
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Jarly  in  the  laft  pufh,  that  they  could  (land  it  no 
longer,  and  made  off  with  their  oars  towards  Ma- 
laga, having  loft  above  one  hundred  of  their  men. 
The  engagement  lalted  an  hour  and  three  quarters, 
the  Pulceney  having  but  one  man  killed  and  five 
more  dangeroufly  wounded;  though,  what  is  a  very 
remarkable  circumitance,  every  man  on  board  was 
Ihot  through  his  cloaths,  the  fails  and  rigging  were 
all  cut  to  pieces,  and  fome  nine  pounders  went 
through  the  hull  and  mats.  It  falling  calm  after 
the  .engagement  the  Pulteney  was  towed  round  by 
•fevcral  boats  which  came  from  Gibraltar;  and  the 
garrifon  had  fuch  a  high  fenfe  of  the  merit  of  this 
ad  ion,  that  the  governor,  officers,  and  principal 
inhabitants  contributed  for  a  large  piece  of  plate  as 
a  prefeat  to  the  captain  with  a  fuitable  infcriptioii* 
*nd  gave  a  handfome  reward  to  the  failors  for  their 
bravery, 

Thcfe  were  the  moft  important  a&ions,  in  which 
the  commanders  of  Britifh  (hips  this  year  diftin- 
guiibed  themfelves  in  the  European  feas-  In  the 
mean  time,  the  government  (hewed  a  regard  for 
.the  prote&ion  of  their  feamen,  and  alfo  their  refo- 
Jution  not  to  fuffer  any  officer  of  the  royal  navy  to 
efcape  with  impunity  either  for  a  negledr.  of  duty, 
or  ill  treatment  of  their  men.  For  in  May  a  car- 
tel was  fettled  with  the  court  of  Madrid  for  the  ex- 
change of  prifoners  j  in  purfuance  of  which  above 
fix  hundred  Englifh  feamen  were  releafed  from  St, 
Sebaftian,  and  a  confiderable  number  exchanged  at 
-Gibraltar,  Sir  Yelverton  Pcjton  captain  of  the 
Heftor  man  of  war,  and  captain  Fanffaaw  com- 
mander of  the  Phoenix,  having  returned  from  their 
Rations  at  Virginia  and  South  Carolina^  and. com- 
plaints having  been  made  about  their  conduit  there, 
a  court-martial  was  appointed  to  try  theip,  which 
pa  the  9th  of  June  was  held  by  admiral  C*YCodUh, 
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on  board  the  St.  George  at  Spithead,  when  the 
court  adjudged  Sir  Yelverton  to  be  difmiffed  from 
ever  ferving  in  the  royal  navy,  and  multted  captain 
Fanfhaw  fix  months  pay  for  the  ufe  of  the  cheft  at 
Chatham,  a  fund  of  charity  eftablifhed  in  the  year 
158$,  for  the  relief  and  fupport  of  wounded  fea- 
men.  And  on  the  19th  of  Auguft  the  fame  admiral 
held  another  court-martial  at  Spithead  on  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Superbe,  who  was  cafhiered  and  ren- 
dered incapable  of  ferving  again,  for  ill  treatment 
to  his  officers,  and  inhuman  cruelty  to  his  men. 

Such  were  the  operations  in  Europe  during  the 
year  1743.  Let  us  now  follow  the  Britifh  fleet  in 
its  operations  in  the  Weft-Indies ;  wherei  after  the 
difgraceful  retitat  from  Cuba,  it  rendezvoufed  at  Ja- 
maica. In  January  a  re-enforcement  of  two  thou- 
land  marines  arrived  from  Europe ;  alfo  the  Green- 
wich, St  Albans,  and  the  Fox  man  of  war ;  upon 
which  the  admiral  and  general,  although  their  ani- 
mofities  were  nothing  abated,  formed  a  plan  for  a 
frefh  expedition  in  concert  with  governor  Trelawney, 
who  agreed  to  accompany  them  therein.  Their  de- 
fign  was  to  difembark  the  troops  at  Porto-Sello, 
and  march  acrofs  the  ifthmus  of  Darien,  to  attack 
the  rich  town  of  Panama.  Two  months  elapfed 
after  this  refolution  was  taken  before  the  troops  were 
all  embarked,  and  the  tranfports  ready  to  fail.  On 
the  9th  day  of  March  the  whole  fleet  left  Jamaica^ 
and  arrived  at  the  place  of  their  deftination  on  the 
18th.  The  fleet  confifted  of  eight  fail  of  the  line, 
three  fire-fhips,  and  two  hofpital  fhips,  together 
with  forty  tranfports,  on  board  of  which  were  three 
thou  land  land-forces  j  befldes  five  hundred  negroes 
raifed  by  the  governor.  The  Spanifh  forces  at 
Porto-Bello,  immediately  on  the  arrival  of  this  ar- 
mament, made  a  precipitate  retreat  to  Panama, 
without  attempting  tooppofe  their  landjngi  but  inftead 
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of  debarking  the  troops,  a  council  of  war  com* 
pofed  of  land  officers  was  called,  in  which  it  was 
refolved  ;  that  as  the  troops  were  ficklv,  the  rainy 
feafon  begun,  and  feveral  of  the  tranfports  not: 
yet  arrived,  the  dcfign  againft  Panama  was  rendered 
impracticable.  Another  motive  for  forming  this 
refolution  was,  adyice  which  had  been  received  that 
the  garrifon  of  Panama  had  been  greatly  ftrengthened 
by  frefli  troops  poured  in.  In  purfuance  of  this  dc-r 
termination,  in  which  the  admiral  and  fea  officers 
bore  no  part,  the  fleet  returned  to  Jamaica,  to  the 
utter  difgrace  of  thofe  who  planned  the  enterprize, 
and  of  thofe  who  abandoned  ic  without  making  a 
fingle  effort  to  carry  it  into  effedt.  In  Auguft.  cap- 
tain Cufack  in  the  Litchfield  of  fifty  guns,  was  fenc 
from  Jamaica,  with  about  three  hundred  foldiers, 
to  the  fmall  ifland  of  Rattan  in  the  bay  of  Hondu- 
ras, of  which  he  took  poffefllon. 

In  the  latter  end  of  September,  captain  Fowkc 
in.  the  Gibraltar  man  of  war,  arrived  at  Jamaica 
with  difpatches  from  the  duke  of  Newcaftle,  ia 
which  both  the  admiral  and  general  were  recalled, 
and  direfted  to  bring  home  with  them  fuch  troops 
as  remained  alive,  which  did  not  amount  to  a  tenth 
part  of  the  number  which  had  been  fent  abroad  in 
that  inglorious  fervice.  The  inferior  officers  fell 
ignobly  by  ficknefs  and  defpair,  without  having  an 
opportunity  allowed  them  of  fignalizing  their  cou- 
rage ;  and  the  commanders  lived  to  feel  the  fcorn 
and  reproach  of  their  country  *. 

In  the  month  of  June  the  new  colopy  of  Georgia 
was  invaded  by,  an  armament  from  St.  Auguftine, 
commanded  by  Don  Martinet  de  Monteano,  go- 
vernor of  that  fortrefs.  It  confided  of  thirty-fix 
ihips,  from  which  four  thoufand  men  were  landed 
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at  St.  Simons,  and  began  their  march  for  Frederica* 
General  Oglethorpe,  with  a  handful  of  men,  took 
fuch  wife  precautions  .  for  oppofing  their  progrefs, 
and  harraffed  them  in  their  march  with  fuch  adhvity 
and  rcfolution,  that  after  two  of  their  detachments 
had  been  defeated,  they  retired  to  their  fliips,  and 
totally  abandoned  the  enterprize. 

In  May  two  Englifh  frigates,  commanded  by  the 
captains  Smith  and  Stuart,  fell  in  with  three  Spanifh 
men  of  war  near  the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftophcr's. 
An  engagement  enfued,  which  was  maintained  with 
great  fpirit  until  night,  by  the  favour  of  which  the 
Spaniards  retired  to  Porto  Rico,  having  been  much 
fhattered  in  the  conflict. 

In  the  month  of  September  the  Tilbury  fliip  of 
war  of  fixty  guns,  was  accidentally  fet  on  fire  and 
dcftroyed  off  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola  $  on  which 
occafion  one  hundred  and  twenty-feven  men  pe- 
rifhed,  the  reft  were  faved  by  captain  Hoare  of  the 
Defiance,  who  happened  to  be  on  the  fame  cruife. 

The  government,  fenfible  of  the  difadvantages 
attending  a  command  divided  between  the  land  and 
fea  officers,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  inverted  Sir 
Chaloner  Ogle  with  the  command  of  the  fleet  in  the 
Weft-Indies,  gave  him  abfolute  authority  over  the 
marine  forces. 

The  parliament  met  on  the  16th  day  of  Novenv 
ber  174a,  when  the  conduct  of  the  new  miniftry 
underwent  a  fevere  examination.  The  war  with 
Spain  was  languidly  condu&ed,  while  their  chief 
attention  was  turned  to  the  affairs  of  the  conti- 
nent. They  therefore  prefently  became  as  unpo- 
pular as  the  former;  andjuftly,  for  with  an  Una- 
bathed  effrontery,  they  now  maintained  the  pro- 
priety of  every  meafure  which  they  had  before  exe- 
crated: and  to  add  infult  to  apoftacv,  they  argued 
*pon  the  very  principles  of  their  prcdeceffors,  which 
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they  had  taken  to  explore.    Forty  thoufand  feamea 
were  voted  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1743,  at  four 
pounds  per  month  for  thirteen  months,  including 
the  ordnance  for  fea-fervice.    Eleven  thoufand  rive 
hundred  and  fifty  marines  were  voted,  and  the  fum 
of  two  hundred  and  fix  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
fifty-three  pounds  fifteen  (hillings  for  defraying  the 
Charge  of  the  fame.    The  fum  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
pounds  fifteen  {hillings  and  five-pence  was  granted 
for  the  ordinary  of  the  navy  (including  half-pay  to 
fea-officers)  Ten  thoufand  pounds  for  the  fupport 
$f  Greenwich  Hofpital.    One  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  feventy-one 
pounds  .eight  ihillings   and  eleven  pence  for 
the  freight  of  transports,  between  the  firft  day  of 
January  J741  arid  the  31ft  day  of  December  1742* 
Twelve  thoufand  pounds  was  alio  granted  for  the 
farther  fettling  and  improving  the  province  of 
Georgia.    The  amount  of  the  grants  during  this 
ieffion  was  five  millions  nine  hundred  and  twelve 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  eighty-three  pounds 
twelve  fhillings  and  three-pence. 

In  the  month  of  February  1743,  Sir  Chaloner 
Ogle,  who  then  lay  in  Port  Royal  Jamaica  with -his 
fleet,  appointed  captain  Knowles  of  the  Suffolk,  a 
fcventy  gun  ihip,  to  take  under  his  command  the 
Burford  of  feventy  guns,  the  Affiftance,  Norwich, 
and  Advice  of  fifty  guns,  the  Scarborough  of  twenty 
guns  and  three  iloops,  and  proceed  to  Antigua,  where 
he  was  to  be  joined  by  the  Eltham  of  forty  guns, 
and  the  Lively  of  twenty,  and  with  this  fquadron 
make  an  attempt  on  La  Guira  and  Porto  Cavallo, 
two  Spanilh  fortreffes  on  the  Caracco  coaft  of  South 
America. 

Commodore  Knowles,  with  thefe  eight  men  of 
war,  and  three  (loops,  having  two  thoufand  three 
hundred  failors  and  marines,  with  four  hundred  of 
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Dalzell's  regiment  on  board,  failed  from  Antigua 
on  the  1 2th  of  February,  and  after  touching  at  St. 
Chriftopher's,  proceeded  to  Jjsl  Guira.  But  the  go- 
vernor of  the  Caraccas  having  received  intelligence 
of  this  expedition  almoft  two  months  before,  had 
neglc&ed  nothing  that  tended  to  his  fecurity,  by 
ere&ing  new  batteries,  and  augmenting  the  garri- 
ibns  with  a  numerous  body  of  Indians,  mulattos, 
and  negroes  -s  befides,  he  had  prevailed  on  the 
Dutch  governor  of  Curacoa,  an  ifland  of  the  leffer 
Antilles,  to  fupply  him  with  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  ammunition. 

On  the  1 8  th  of  February,  the  Englifli  commander, 
having  arrived  with  his  fquadron  in  fight  of  La 
puira,  began  the  attack,  about  twelve  at  noon, 
which  was  carried  on  with  great  vigour,  and  met 
with  an  equally  warrri  refillance.  By  reafon  of  the 
great  fwell,  the  fhips  could  not  approach  nearer  the 
town  than  within  a  mile  of  it,  which  rendered  it- 
impracticable  to  land  the  foldiers,  but  all  the  fhips 
behaved  with  great  refolution.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  attack  the  Spanifh  flag  was  (hot  down,  but 
foon  hoifted  again  fome  confiderable  breaches 
were  made  in  the  fortifications,  the  churches  were 
entirely  dcmolilhcd,  and  a  great  number  of  houfe* 
deftroyed.  Only  three  fhips  were  in  the  harbour^ 
for  cutting  which  our,  or  fetting  them  on  fire,  fome 
boats  were  manned  from  the  fquadron^  but  could 
not  fucceed. 

The  attack  continued  till  almoft  eight  at  night, 
and  though  the  Spanifti  magazine  blew  up,  yet  the 
darknefs  of  the  night  put  an  end  to  the  engagement* 
The  Burford,  Norwich,  Eltham,  and  Afiiftance, 
being  entirely  difabled  from  keeping  the  line  of 
battle,  and  continuing  the  attacl^,  were  OFde red  to 
Curacoa  to  refit.  The  Suffolk  received  one  hun- 
dred and  forty- fix  fhot,  and  the  other  (hips  were 
'[  con-? 
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Considerably  damaged,  fo  that  the  attempt  mifcan* 
ried,  after  the  lofs  of  one  lieutenant,  ninety-two 
men  killed,  and  three  hundred  and  eight  wounded ; 
among  the  latter  was  captain  Lufhington,  com- 
mander of  the  Bur  ford,  who  had  his  thigh  takea 
off  by  a  chain-ftiot,  and  expired  at  Curacoa,  two 
hours  after  he  was  carried  alhore.  The  Spaniards 
however  had  little  caufe  of  being  elated,  as  their 
town  and  fortifications  were  greatly  damaged,  with 
the  lofs  of  feven  hundred  men. 

Commodore  Knowles,  after  refitting  his  fquadron 
at  Curacoa,  and  being  reinforced  with  fome  Dutch* 
volunteers,  who  had  been  injured  by  the  Spaniards, 
refolved  to  make  an  attack  upon  Porto  Cavallo; 
though  the  Spaniards  had  put  the  town  in  a  good 
pofture  of  defence,  having  about  twelve  hundred 
feamen  belonging  to  the  (hips  in  the  harbour,  with 
three  hundred  men  more,  befides  four  thouiand  In- 
dians, mulattos,  and  blacks.  The  commodore 
failed  from  Curacoa,  March  the  20th ;  but  by  rea- 
fon  of  a  ftrong  lee  current,  it  was  the  15th  of  April 
before  he  came  under  the  keys  of  Barbarat,  a  little 
to  the  eaitward  of  Porto  Cavallo.  The  Spaniards 
had  twelve  of  their  fmalleft  fliips,  and  three  gallies 
hauled  up  to  the  head  of  the  harbour  out  of  gun- 
lhot,  with  one  of  fixty,  and  another  of  forty,  moored 
clofc  over  to  the  other  Ihore:  one  (hip  was  laid 
acrofs  the  channel  in  the  mouth  of  the  harbour* 
ready  to  be  funk,  with  a  chain  from  the  caitle  to 
the  ftern,  and  another  from  her  head  to  the  main, 
where  had  lately  been  erefted  three  fafcine  batteries 
of  a  confiderable  length.  On  a  low  point  called 
Ponta  Brava  were  two  more  batteries,  one  of  twelve* 
and  the  other  of  feven  guns.  But  the  commodoro 
perceiving  that  they  might  eafily  be  flanked,  thought 
it  would  be  no  difficult  matter  to  make  himfelf 
matter  of  the  batteries,  the  guns  of  which  might 
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then  be  turned  againft  the  caftle.  Accordingly  ft 
was  agreed  in  a  general  council  held  next  morning, 
to  fend  in  two  fhips  in  the  afternoon  to  cannonadfc 
•the  batteries,  and  then  land  the  volunteers,  with 
about  four  hundred  feamen,  the  detachment  of 
Dalzcll's,  all  the  marines  with  the  Dutch  to  take 
poffeffion  of  them  after  being  filenced,  their  retreat 
being  fecured  by  the  Afliftance  which  lay  within 
piftol-fliot  of  the  lhore.  The  Lively  and  Eltham 
that  were  fent  in  to  cannonade  the  batteries,  filenced 
them  about  fun-fet,  and  by  dark  firing  ceafed  on 
Both  fides ;  when  the  forces,  confifting  of  twelve 
Jiundred  men,  landed,  under  the  command  of  major 
Xucas ;  and  on  their  march  along  a  beach,  the 
commodore  accompanied  them  in  his  boat.  About 
eleven  the  van  feized  one  of  the  fafcine  batteries ; 
but  the  Spanifti  fentinel  firing  his  piece,  alarmed 
the  garrifon  and  the  other  batteries,  on  which  two 
guns  firedvfrom  the  latter,  put  the  forces  into  dif- 
order,  wh(Jnot  obferving  the  proper  watch-word, 
fired  at  one  another.  This  put  them  in  fuch  con- 
fufion  that  their  officers  calling  out  to  caft  ofF  their 
mufkets,  ftoop  and  run,  they  did  fo  with  the  ut- 
moft  precipitation,  each  man  taking  his  comrade 
for  a  Spaniard ;  nor  did  they  recover  from  this 
fhamcful  fright,  till  they  found  themfelves  fafe  on 
board.  On  the  gift,  in  a  general  confultation, 
after  confidering  the  late  mifcarriagc,  it  was  re- 
folved  to  form  one  general  attack  with  the  fhips 
and  forces  againft  the  caftle  and  the  fafcine  bat- 
teries. In  purfuance  of  this  refolution,  on  the  24th 
in  the  forenoon,  a  fmall  breeze  fpringing  up,  the 
commodore  weighed'and  run  down  in  the  following 
order,  the  Afliftance,  Burford,  Suffolk,  and  Nor- 
wich, to  batter  the  caftle;  and  the  Scarborough, 
Lively,  and  Eltham  againft  the  two  fafcine  batteries'. 
They  began  cannonading  about  eleven,  and  coir- 
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tinued  till  paft  nine  at  night,  with  great  obftinacf 
oft  both  fides.  The  Spaniards  fometimes  flackened 
their  fire  $  and  the  Englifh  did  good  execution  iifc 
difmounting  their  guns,  beating  frveral  embralures 
into  one,  and  filencing  the  fafcinc  batteries.  But 
night  coming  on,  their  fire  was  brifker  and  did 
'  more  mifchief,  whereupon  fome  of  the  fhips  having 
expended  all,  and  others  mod  of  their  ammunition, 
with  their  mafts  and  rigging  ihattered,  the  com- 
modore made  the  fignal  to  cur,  and  after  the  lofs  of 
two  hundred  men,  anchored  about  a  random  fhot 
diftance.  During  the  cannonading  the  Spaniards 
funk  the  (hip  in  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  which 
flopped  up  the  channel.  Next  morning  the  fqua- 
dron  got  under  the  keys  of  Barbarat  to  refit,  and 
in  the  evening  was  joined  by  the  Advice,  whicft 
had  parted  company  three  days  after  failing  frorri 
Curacoa.  On  the  28th,  in  a  general  council,  ic 
was  agreed  that  the  fquadron  was  no  longer  in  a 
condition  to  undertake  any  enterprife  againft  the 
Spaniards,  upon  which,  after  fending  away  the  Ra- 
tion fhips,  and  an  exchange  of  prifoners  with  the 
governor  of  Porto  Cavallo,  the  commodore  return- 
ed to  Jamaica. 

The  Britifh  and  Spanifh  fquadrons  remained  for 
the  reft  of  the  year  inadtive  in  the  ports  of  Cuba 
and  Jamaica ;  though  our  cruizers  and  privateers 
were  fuccefsful  in  making  a  confiderable  number  of 
prizes,  among  thefe  the  San  Jofeph  le  Defiderio,  a 
regifter  lhip,  computed  by  the  Spaniards  to  be 
worth  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  was  taken 
April  the  17th  by  captain  Tucker,  in  the  Fowey 
man  of  war,  cruizing  off  cape  Corientes*  On  th*? 
19th  of  June,  lord  Bamff,  in  the  Haftings  man  of 
war,  on  his  cruize  off  the  Azores,  took  a  French, 
polacre,  called  Lc  St.  Jean,  with  one  million,  three 
hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  regiftered  ac 
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Cadiz ;  and  on  the  23d  of  July,  a  Spanilh  priva- 
teer. Captain  Barnably  in  the.  Litchfield  on  his 
cruize  off  Porto  Rico,  in  the  month  of  September, 
took  and  deltroyed  four  Spanilh  privateers,  burnt  a 
(loop  in  Aguada  bay,  and  demolifhed  a  battery  of 
four  guns,  under  which  the  floop  was  at  anchor  i 
and  afterwards  he  landed  fome  men  with  an  officer, 
1«rho  fpiked  up  the  guns,  burnt  the  carriages  and 
guard-houfes,  carrying  off  the  colours  in  fight  of  a 

great  number  of  Spaniards,  of  whom  the  Englifh 
illed  about  two  hundred,  with  the  lofs  of  only  on* 
man.  Some  privateers  fitted  out  at  St.  Chriftophers 
had  alfo  been  very  fuccefsful  5  and  the  whole  lofs  of 
the  Spaniards  this  year  in  America,  was  computed 
at  no  lefs  than  ninety-five  veffels,  a  great  number 
of  which  were  confiderable  prizes. 

Auguft  the  9th,  1743,  upon  the  demife  of  Sir 
Charles  Wager,  admiral  of  the  white,  and  Philip 
Cavendifh,  efq;  admiral  of  the  blue,  his  majefty 
appointed  fir  John  Norris,  knt.  admiral  of  the  red} 
JohnBalchen,  efq;  admiral  of  the  white  j  Thomas 
Matthews,  efq$  vice  admiral  of  the  red  s  Nicholas 
Haddock,  efq;  vice  admiral  of  the  white;  fir  Cha- 
loner  Ogle,  knt.  vice  admiral  of  the  blue ;  James 
Steuart,  efg;  rear  admiral  of  the  red;  Richard 
Leftock,  elq;  rear  admiral  of  the  white,  and  fir 
Charles  Hardy,  knt.  rear  admiral  of  the  blue. 

As  the  French  were  getting  ready  a  confiderablo 
armament  at  Breft,  a  fleet  of  twelve  men  of  war 
was  ordered  in  the  fummer  to  rendezvous  at  Spit-* 
head,  under  fir  John  Norris,  who,  as  no  intelli- 
gence was  received  of  the  French  fleet  being  in 
readinefs,  did  not  take  the  command  till  the  be- 
ginning of  next  year,  when  being  augmented,  pro- 
ceeded to  prevent  the  meditated  invafion  from 
Dunkirk. 

In  the  Mediterranean  our  naval  affairs  were  in 
much  the  fame  fuuation  as  at  the  clofe  of  the  pre- 
ceding 
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ceding  year,  the  fleet  under  admiral  Matthews  re* 
maining  (till  at  the  ifles  of  Hieres,  to  prevent  the 
JYench  and  SpaniQi  fleet  getting  out  of  Toulon. 

While  admiral  Matthews  lay  here,  fome  of  hie 
failors  on  the  10th  of  April,  going  on  fliore  for 
f-efreftiments  to  the  town  of  Hieres,  the  French 
garrifon  refufed  them  entrance,  on  which  a  fcuffle 
enfued.  The  governor  of  Provence  fent  a  rein- 
forcement of  fix  hundred  meq  ;  and  as  the  Englifti 
were  afTifted  from  the  fleet,  the  fray  did  not  en4 
before  thirty  French  and  one  hundred  and  twenty 
Englifli  were  killed. 

The  war  on  the  continent  was  profecuted  with 
greater  vigour.  The  army  which  had  been  formed 
in  Flanders,  began  to  be  in  motion  the  latter  end  of 
February.  In  the  month  of  May,  the  earl  of  Stair, 
who  was  commander  in  chief,  encamped  near  Hoechf 
pn  the  river  Mayne.  The  duke  of  Cumberland  ar- 
rived in  the  camp,  in  order  to  make  his  firft  cam- 
paign, and  his  father,  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
loon  followed  him.  At  this  time  the  army  was  in 
the  mod  imminent  danger  of  ftarving,  the  Marfhal 
Noailles,  who  commanded  the  French  troops,  having 
found  means  to  cut  off  all  communications  by 
which  they  could  be  fupplied  with  proyifions.  In 
this  fituation,  the  king  refolved  to  proceed  forward, 
to  join  twelve  thoufand  Hanoverians  and  Hefllans, 
who  had  reached  Hanau.  With  this  view  he  de- 
camped ;  but  before  the  army  had  marched  three 
leagues,  he  found  the  enemy  had  inclofed  him  on 
every  fide,  near  a  village  called  Dettingen.  In  this 
fituation  he  muft  have  fought  at  great  difadvantage, 
\f  he  began  the  attack  j  and  if  he  continued  in  the 
fame  fituation,  his  army  muft  have  peri(hed  for 
want  of  fubfiftance.  The  inrrpetuofity  of  the  French, 
Jiowever,  faved  his  army  -$  they  parted  a  defile  which 
they  (hould  have  guarded  ;  and,  under  the  conduct 
9f  the  duhe  of  Gramont,  their  horfe  charged  with 
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great  fury.  They  were  received  by  the  Englilh 
infantry  with  undaunted  refolution  ;  the  French 
were,  obliged  to  give  way,  and  to  pafs  the  Mayne 
with  great  precipitation,  and  with  the  lofs  of 
about  five  thoufand  men.  The  king,  who  was 
poffefied  of  perfonal  courage,  which  feems  here- 
ditary to  the  family,  expofed  himfelf  to  a  fevere  fire 
©f  cannon,  as  well  as  mufquetry ;  and,  in  the  midfc 
of  the  ranks,  encouraged  his  troops,  by  his  prefence 
and  example.  The  whole  of  the  battle  on  either 
fide,  exhibited  more  courage  than  conduct.  The 
Englifti  had  the  honour  of  the  day ;  but  the  French 
foorr  after  took  poffeflion  of  the  field  of  battle,  treat- 
ing the  wounded  Englilh  that  were  left  behind  with 
i  clemency  unprecedented  in  ancient  hiftory,  and 
that  ferves  to  (hew  how  fuperior  the  prefent  times 
are  in  point  of  humanity  to  the  boafted  ages  of  an- 
tiquity. Though  the  Englifli  were  victorious  upon 
this  occafion,  yet  the  earl  of  Stair,  .who  commanded, 
flid  not  aflume  any  honour  from  /uch  a  victory  j  he 
was  unwilling  that  his  reputation  jhould  fuffer  for 
jroeafurcs  which  he 'was  not  allowed  to  conduct ;  he 
therefore  foliated,  and  obtained  leave  to  refign;  and 
the  Britifti  troops  defifted  from  farther  operations 
during  the  campaign. 

The  transactions  of  the  year  1743  being  now 
flofed,  we  fliall  follow  commodore  Anfon  in  his 
Jong  and  important  expedition  in  the  South-Seas. 
Of  his  ft.uing  out  we  have  already  fpoken.  The 
commodore  was  on  board  the  Centurion,  a  fixty  gun 
/hip  with  four  hundred  men.  .  . 

Befides  which  his  fquadron  was  compofed  of, 

Ships.  Guns.  Men. 


The  Gloucefter  50  300  Richard  Norris 
The  Severn  50       3O0    Richard  Legge 


The  Pearl  40       250    Matt.  Mitchell 

The  Wager  28       160   Danby  Kidd 

The  Trial  (loop        8       100   J3on.  G.  Murray 

together 
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together  with  two  viiluallers,  the  Anna  and  In- 
duftry  pinksj  the  latter  of  which  having  fulfilled 
her  charter  party,  which  was  to  proceed  to  a  certain 
latitude  and  there  unload  her  cargo,  which  confifted 
of  provifions  for  the  fhips,  proceeded  to  Barbadoes, 
and  in  her  return  home  from  that  ifland  with  a  valu- 
able cargo,  was  taken  by  the  Spaniards. 

Mr.  Anfon  proceeded  to  the  ifland  of  Madeira, 
and  arrived  there  on  the  25th  day  of  October,  1740. 
Here  he  learned  from  the  governor  that  feven  or 
eight  (hips,  fuppofed  to  be  the  enemy's,  had  pafled 
by  to  the  weftward  a  few  days  before  his  arrival ;  of 
which  fquadron  he  could  obtain  no  farther  intelli- 
gence, '  though  he  had  difpatched  an  officer  in  a 
clean  (loop  eight  leagues  to  weftward  to  look,  after 
them,  who  returned  without  having  feen  them. 

It  was  very  juftly  fufpefted  that  thefe  fhips,  ap- 
prized of  Mr.  Anfon's  deftination,  were  difpatched 
to  the  Spanifti  fettlements  to  prepare  them  for  his 
reception  ;  and  that  thefe  fuppofuions  were  well 
grounded  appeared  from  the  people  of  Panama, 
long  before  his  arrival  in  thofe  feas,  being  able  to 
delcribe  his  ftrength  and  the  place  of  his  detona- 
tion:  befides,  the  Spanifli  admiral  had  fo  exaclly 
imitated  Mr.  Anfon's  broad  pendant,  that  the  cap- 
tain of  the  Pearl  was  deceived  by  it,  even  fo  far  as 
to  get  within  gun  (hot  before  he  difcovered  his 
miftake. 

This  Spanifli  fquadron  confifted  of  five  fhips, 
viz. 

The  Afia  of  fixty  guns  and  feven  hundred  men, 
on  board  of  which  failed  the  admiral  Don  Jofeph 
Pizarro. 

The  Guipufcoa  of  feventy-four  guns  and  feven 
hundred  men. 

The  Hermiona  of  fifty-four  guns  and  five  hundred 
men. 
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The  Efperanza  of  fifty  guns  and  four  hundred 
and  fifty  men. 

The  St.  Eftevan  of  forty  guns  and  three  hundred 
men, 

Together  with  a  patache  mounting  twenty  guns, 
having  on  board  their  full  complement  of  failors 
and  marines,  bcfides  an  old  regiment  of  foot  to 
reinforce  the  garrifon  in  the  South  Seas. 

This  fquadron  on  the  26th  of  October,  arrived 
in  the  bay  of  Maldonado  in  the  river  of  Plate,  intend- 
ing to  take  in  provifions,.  having  ftocked  themfclves 
in  Old  Spain  with  a  fupply  only  for  four  months: 
yet  with  this  almoft  exhaufted  (tore,  he  again  puc 
to  fea,  and  endeavoured  to  double  cape  Horn  upon 
private  notice  of  the  Britifti  fquadron  at  St.  Cathe- 
rines, his  intention  being,  if  pofliblc,  to  get  firft 
into  the  South  Seas.  Many  advantages  were  al- 
lowed to  the  common  men  in  order  to  animate  them 
in  the  due  performance  of  their  duty,  and  enable 
them  to  go  through  the  fatigues  and  perils  which 
threatened  them,  in  fo  precipitate  and  even  impru- 
dent an  undertaking  ;  for  the  provifions  which  were 
expected,  had  arrived  from  Buenos  Ayres  at  Mal- 
donado the  day  after  Pizarro  weighed  anchor,  the 
want  of  which  very  much  increased  the  calamities 
he  afterwards  underwent. 

Pizarro  with  his  fquadron  having,  towards  the  lat- 
ter end  of  February,  1741,  run  the  length  of  cape 
Horn,  he  then  itood  to  the  weftward,  in  order  to 
double  it,  but  in  the  night  of  the  lait  day  of  Fe- 
bruary the  Guipufcoa,  the  Hermiona  and  the  Ef- 
peranza were  feparated  from  the  admiral,  and  were  all 
forced  to  bear  away  for  the  river  of  Plate,  by  a  terrible 
ftorm  at  north  weft,  which,  in  fpite  of  their  utmoft 
efforts,  drove  them  to  the  eaftward. 

It  was  not  until  the  middle  of  May  that  Pizarro 
in  the  Afia  arrived  at  the  river  of  Plate,  and  a  few 
days  after  the  Efperanaa  and  the  Eftevan* 
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The  calamities  they  endured  whilft  beating  for 
fliore  are  almoft  incredible ;  a  rat  on  board  the  Afia- 
having  been  fold  for  four  dollars,  and  one  of  the 
failors  lying  four  days  in  the  fame  hammock  with 
the  corpfe  of  his  deceafed  brother,  that  he  might 
receive  his  allowance;  while  a  confpiracy  was  fet 
on  foot  by  the  marines  for  murdering  all  the  officers 
and  failors,  from  no  other  motive  than  that  of  en- 
grofling  to  themfelves  the  (hips  provifions.  This 
defign  was  happily  difcovered,  and  the  number  of 
craving  mouths  lefTened,  by  the  deaths  of  the  ring- 
leaders. Bcfides  this  difturbance,  fo  greatly  was 
their  diftrefs  increafed  by  ficknefs  and  fatigue,  that 
when  this  veflcl  came  to  anchor  at  Monte  Video  in 
the  river  of  Plate,  (he  had  loft  above  half  her  crew. 
The  cafe  of  the  Eftevan  was  as  bad  ;  that  of  the 
Efperanza  was  Mill  worfe,  for  out  of  four  hundred 
men  only  fifty-eight  furvived  ;  and  the  whole  regi- 
ment of  foot,  fifty  men  excepted,  perifhed.  With 
regard  to  the  Guipufcoa,  after  driving  a  long  time 
on  the  furface  of  the  water  as  a  mere  wreck,  with- 
out either  malls  or  rigging,  the  but-ends  of  her 
planks  flatted,  her  bolts  drawn,  her  feams  all  open, 
and  only  kept  together  by  fix  turns  of  cable  rope 
tightened  round  her,  the  furviving  crew,  to  the  num- 
ber of  four  hundred,  run  her  afhore  at  Rio  de  la 
Plata,  on  the  coaft  of  Brazil,  ten  leagues  to  the 
fouthward  of  St,  Catherine;  where  fhe  foon  funk, 
with  all  her  rich  cargo.  With  regard  to  the 
Hermiona,  fhe  was  never  heard  of,  whence  it  is 
reafonably  fuppofed  fhe  foundered  at  fea,  and  all 
on  board  perifhed :  and  as  to  the  twenty  gun  ten- 
der, fhe  was  broken  up  before  they  fet  out  from 
Maldonado. 

Pizarro  having  efcaped  this  imminent  danger, 
fleered  for  Europe,  and  arrived  fafe  at  the  coaft  of 
Gallicia  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1746,  after 
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having  been  abfent  between  four  and  five  years.  In 
this  expedition  upwards  of  three  thoufand  of  the 
beft  failors  in  Spain  perifhed,  together  with  four 
large  fhips  of  war  and  a  patache.  The  Afia  having 
lefs  than  one  hundred  hands  on  board  when  (he 
reached  Spain.  But  to  return  to  Mr.  Anfon  and 
his  fquadron. 

On  the  3d  of  November  he  departed  from  Ma- 
deira road,  fteered  for  Sc.  Catherines,  an  ifland  on 
the  coaft  of  Brazil,  where  he  arrived  on  the  21ft 
day  of  December.  Here  the  commodore  landed 
his  fick,  and  then  proceeded  to  cleanfe  each  velfel 
thoroughly,  by  fmoaking  the  decks  and  wafhing 
them  well  with  vinegar after  which  he  examined 
and  pitched  the  bottoms  of  his  fhips,  and  fecured 
the  mafts  and  rigging,  the  better  to  prepare  them 
for  a  voyage  round  cape  Horn,  during  which  paffage 
he  appointed  the  firit  place  of  rendezvous  to  be  at 
port  St.  Julian,  a  ha  bour  on  the  coafl:  of  Patagonia, 
where  they  were  to  ttay  ten  days,  and  take  in  faltj 
the  fecond  at  the  ifland  Nc  lira  Senora  del  Secoro, 
where  they  were  to  ply  oft  and  on,  from  five  to 
twelve  leagues  diftance,  till  their  wood  and  water 
were  fpent,  and  then  to  proceed  to  Juan  Fernandes 
in  order  to  take  in  a  frelh  fupply  ;  and  there  if  they 
fhould  chance  to  hear  nothing  of  their  commodore, 
he  ordered  that  the  fenior  officer  Ihould  take  upon 
him  the  principal  command  and  give  him  over  for 
loft:  when  after  cruifing  in  thofe  feas-as  long  as 
fubfiftence  could  be  had,  he  was  to  make  the  beft  of 
his  way  to  Macao,  and  from  thence  fail  for  Eng* 
land  with  all  pofllble  expedition. 

From  St.  Catherine  they  failed  January  the  1 8th 
1741,  having  taken  in  wood  and  water  with  a  fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  frefh  provifions;  the  third  day' 
after  they  were  attacked  by  a  violent  ftorm,  and  fo 
thick  a  fog,  that  the  fleet  was  feparated;  however 
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they  all  joined  again  the  following  day,  the  Pearl 
only  excepted,  which  did  not  come  up  with  them 
till  about  a  month  after,  when  they  had  almoft  got 
out  of  port  St.  Julian,  where  arriving  on  the  18th 
of  February,  they  were  obliged  to  make  fome  ftay 
in  order  to  refit  the  Tryal  floop,  which  had  loft  her 
main-maft  in  the  abovementioned  ftorm.  It  was 
during  this  time  that  the  Pearl  had  like  to  have  been 
taken  by  Pizarro,  and  that  her  commander  captain 
Kidd  died,  who  was  fucceeded  by  the  honourable 
captain  Murray,  captain  Cheap  being  turned  over 
to  the  Wager,  and  the  command  of  the  Tryal  given 
to  lieutenant  Charles  Saunders  of  the  Centurion, 
till  whole  recovery  from  a  fever,  Mr.  Saumarez, 
another  of  the  Centurion's  lieutenants,  was  ordered 
to  aft  as  commander  of  the  Tryal. 

The  commodore  then  held  a  council  of  war,  of 
the  principal  officers,  whofc  health  would  permit 
them  to  attend  on  board  the  Centurion ;  when  he 
acquainted  them  that  his  orders  were  to  fecure  fome 
port  in  the  South  Seas,  where  the  (hips  of  his  fqua- 
dron  might  careen  and  refit ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
he  propofed  an  attack  upon  Baldivia  the  principal 
frontier  of  Chili ;  to  which  propofition  every  mem- 
ber readily  affented :  in  confequence  of  this,  new 
inftruftions  were  given  the  captains  of  the  fquadron, 
importing  that  in  cafe  of  feparation,  after  cruifing 
ten  days  off  Noftra  Senora  del  Sccoro,  they  were  to 
proceed  to  forty  degrees,  thirty  minutes,  and  ply 
off  and  on  for  fourteen  days  before  the  harbour  of 
Baldivia,  after  which  time,  if  they  were  joined  by 
the  other  (hips,  they  were  to  direft  their  courfe  to 
Juan  Fernandes  and  aft  according  to  former  orders; 
each  captain  being  alio  enjoined  at  his  peril  not  to 
feparate  from  the  Centurion  beyond  the  diftance  of 
two  miles  without  an  unavoidable  ncceflity. 

Matters  being  thus  fettled,  the  fquadron  weighed 
*uid  llood  out  to  fea,  on  the  21ft  of  February.  On 
3  the 
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the  fifth  of  March  they  firft  difcovercd  the  land  of 
Terra  del  Fuego  which  afforded  a  profpeft  the  mod 
dreary  and  uncomfortable  imaginable,  it  appearing 
without  the  lead  mixture  of  mould,  and  one  con- 
tinued chain  of  inaccefllblc  rocks,  terminating  at 
an  amazing  height  in  innumerable  ragged  points 
covered  with  eternal  fnow;  the  hills  on  which  thefe 
rife  being  cleft  afunder  as  if  by  earthquakes,  and 
the  horrible  chafms  extending  through  the  main  fub- 
ftance  of  the  rocks  almoft  to  the  bottom. 

In  two  days  they  opened  the  ftraits  of  la  Maire, 
through  which,  being  feven  or  eight  leagues,  they 
were  hurried  by  a  llrong  tide,  with  a  brifk  gale  and 
good  weather,  in  about  two  hours  time  :  and  as 
thefe  ftraits  are  commonly  reckoned  the  boundaries 
of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  every  heart  be- 
gan to  chear  up,  imagining  their  danger  almoft  at 
an  end;  and  thefe  delufive  hopes  were  not  a  little 
fupported  by  the  remarkable  ferenity  of  the  fky, 
and  calmnefs  of  the  weather.  But  fcarcely  had  they 
reached  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  ftraits,  before 
the  pleafing  profpeft  vaniftied,  the  clouds  began  to 
gather  on  all  hands,  the  tide  turned  furioufty  againft 
them,  the  wind  lhifted  about  to  the  fouthward,  and 
came  on  in  fuddcn  fqualls,  with  the  moft  alarming 
violence;  and  they  weredriven  by  the  tidefixor  feven 
leagues  to  the  welt  ward  of  the  11  raits  of  la  Maire. 

The  winter  was  now  advancing  apace  in  this  part 
of  the  world,  and  the  fine  weather  which  they  had 
enjoyed  whilft  palling  through  La  Maire's  ftraits, 
was  lucceeded  by  three  long  months  of  unexampled 
diilrefs.  The  fury  of  the  winds  was  fuch, 'that 
the  moft  experienced  failors  on  board,  declared  that 
the  hurricanes  of  the  Weft-Indies  were  but  brifk 
gales  to  what  they  then  underwent;  at  the  fame 
time  the  fearofe  to  fuch  mountainous  heights  as  every 
moment  threatened  the  whole  fquadron  with  dellruc- 
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tion.  In  thefe  regions  every  thing  wears  the  face  of 
defolation.  The  fun  fcarce  imparts  its  genial  in- 
fluence to  this  neglected  climate,  for  whilft  it  yet 
lingers  on  the  fouthern  tropic,  its  beams  ferve  only 
to  render  the  fterile  fummers  of  thefe  parts  equal  to 
the  inclemencies  of  winter,  in  fimilar  latitudes  in 
the  northern  hemifphere.  Captain  Cook,  who  has 
twice  doubled  Cape  Horn  in  December,  informs  us, 
that  on  a  Chriftmas  day;  (Midfummer  in  thofc 
parts)  he  found  the  weather  as  cold  as  he  ever  felt 
it  in  England  on  Chriftmas  day. 

It  being  now  the  thirteenth  of  April,  they  all  ex- 
pected, by  their  reckonings,  in  a  few  days,  to  have 
fome  eafe  in  the  Pacific  ocean  ;  at  which  time  the 
hazy  weather  clearing  up  a  little,  and  the  moon 
fhining  out  all  of  a  fudden,  the  Anna  Pink  made  a 
fignal  of  feeing  land  right  a-head ;  it  being  then  not 
above  two  miles  off ;  and  had  not  the  wind  fhifred 
to  weft- north-weft,  by  which  they  were  enabled  to 
Hand  over  to  the  fouthward,  it  juft  before  blowing 
in  fqualls  from  the  fouth-weft,  they  had  certainly 
been  loft  on  this  fliore,  which  they  concluded  was 
that  part  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  called  by  Frezier  in 
his  defcription  of  the  Magellan  Straits,  cape  Nois* 
The  currents  had  driven  them  fo  ftrongly  to  the 
eaftward  that  the  whole  fquadron  reckoned  them- 
felves  upwards  of  ten  degrees  more  wefterly  than 
this  land :  fo  that  when  they  imagined  they  ran 
down  nineteen  degrees  of  longitude,  they  had  not 
in  reality  gone  half  that  diftance. 

After  the  mortifying  difappointment  of  falling 
in  with  the  coaft  of  Terra  del  Fuego,  they  ftood 
away  to  the  fouth-weft  with  the  weather  pretty 
favourable  till  the  /4th  of  April,  on  the  evening  of 
which  the  wind  incrcafed  from  a  frelh  gale  to  a 
prodigious  ftorm,  and  the  weather  was  fo  very  thick 
that  the  whole  fquadron  feparated,  nor  did  they 
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meet  again  till  they  reached  Juan  Fernandes.  In 
the  mean  time  to  complete  their  other  misfortunes, 
the  fcurvy  began  to  make  fuch  havock  among  them, 
that  on  board  the  Centurion  only,  it  carried  off 
forty-three  men  in  the  month  of  April,  and  double 
that  number  in  May. 

The  commodore  having  at  length  weathered  Cape 
Horn,  and  the  dreary  rocks  of  Terra  del  Fuego, 
all  on  board  (till  indulged  themfelves  with  the  hopes 
of  finding  fome  abatement  of  their  fatigues  in  the 
'  Pacific  ocean.  But  here  they  were  alfo  deceived ; 
for  on  the  8th  of  May  they  arrived  off  the  ifland  Se- 
coro,  in  which  ftation  they  cruiied  for  feveral  days, 
in  hopes  of  being  joined  by  fome  of  the  fcattered 
Clips,  but  to  no  purpofe ;  nor  was  this  their  only 
uneafinefs ;  for  they  were  utterly  ignorant  of  the 
coaft,  which  wore  a  moft  rugged  appearance,  and 
on  which  they  were  driven  by  the  wefterly  winds 
that  blow  here  almoft  conftantly;  and  it  was  next  to 
a  miracle  how  they  cfcaped  being  fhip-wrecked 
upon  it. 

The  fqualls  of  wind  were  generally  very  fevere, 
attended  with  light  fhowers,  loud  claps  of  thunder 
and  flames  of  lightning ;  one  of  which  laft,  in  the 
fweeping  over  the  deck,  went  off  like  the  explofion 
€>f  a  piftol,  leaving  behind  a  fulphureous  (tench, 
and  at  the  fame  time  wounding  feveral  men  and 
officers  in  its  way.  It  would  be  endlefs  to  enume- 
rate the  various  difafters,  fatigues,  and  terrors  they 
underwent  even  on  this  coaft  till  the  24th  of  May* 
when  they  were  once  more  affailed  by  a  temped  ftill 
more  dreadful  than  any  they  had  hitherto  met  with : 
for  now  the  very  elements  feemed  to  have  confpired 
to  complete  their  deftruction ;  all  their  fails  were 
fplit,  their  rigging  deftroyed,  and  a  mountainous  fea 
breaking  over  them  on  the  larboard  quarter,  mi f ted 
tfaeir  ballaft  and  (lores s  fo  that  the  veffcl  heeled. 
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two  ftreaks  to  port,  while  her  mafts  were  every  in- 
ftant  expected  to  come  by  the  board. 

The  wind  however  abating,  they  began  to  fet  up 
rtheir  fhrouds,  reeve  new  lanyards,  and  mend  rhcir 
fails;  during  which  they  were  driving  afliore  on  the 
ifland  of  Chiioe *  but  the  wind  happily  (hifting  to 
the  fouthward,  they  (leered  off  land  with  only  a 
main-fail,  nobody  being  left  to  manage  the  helm 
but  the  matter  and  the  reverend  Mr.  Waker,  the 
commodore's  chaplain,  all  the  reft  being  bufied  irt 
fecuring  the  mafts,  and  bending  the  fails.  '1  his 
was  the  laft  ftormy  weather  they  met  with  hereabouts, 
for  that  day  they  got  clear  of  the  land,  and  af.er  a 
fortnight's  cruife,  without  any  of  the  other  fliips 
coming  up,  and  the  weather  being  pretty  moderate, 
they  bore  away  for  Juan  Fcmandes,  this  being  the 
only  chance  left  them  to  avoid  pcrifhing  at  fea,  ajid 
the  moft  likely  place  for  them  to  refit  and  recover 
the  fickj  for  though  Baldivia  had  been  the  appointed 
place  of  rendezvous,  it  was  no  longer  thought  of, 
their  only  object  now  being  to  fave  the  fhip,  and 
the  few  lives  remaining. 

At  laft,  after  various  difcouragements  they  gained 
*he  ifland  on  the  9th  of  June  in  very  great  defpon- 
dency ;  having  a  fcarcity  of  frefti  water ;  a  crew  fo 
enfeebled  by  diforders  that  no  more  than  ten  men 
could  be  muftercd  on  a  watch  to  do  duty,  and  even 
fome  of  thefe  lame  and  unable  to  go  aloft. 

No  (boner  was  the  fhip  brought  to  a  fafe  road  of 
this  ifland,  than  meafures  were  taken  for  erecting 
tents  aihore  to  accommodate  the  flck,  the  number 
of  which  amounte  i  to  one  hundred  and  fixty-fevert 
pcrfons,  twelve  or  fourteen  of  whom  died  on  being 
cxpofed  to  the  frefh  air.  There  was  an  abfolutc 
neceflity  of  removing  the  ereateft  part  ot  them, 
fceing  quite  helplefs  in  their  hammocks  ;  which  was 
a  work  of  confidcrablc  fatigue,  in  which  Mr.  Anfon 
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and  his  officers  bore  an  equal  (hare.  So  inveterate 
was  the  diforder  which  raged  a.mong  them,  that  i| 
did  nor  abate  of  its  fury  in  lefs  than  twenty  days 
after  landing  the  crew*  but  during  the  firft'ten  on 
twelvr,  they  continued  to  bury  fix  or  (even  a  day. 

Meafures  being  thus  fettled  for  the  recovery  of 
the  fick,  their  next  care  was  thoroughly  to  cleanftt 
the  tliip,  which  was  become  extremely  loathfome, 
after  which  they  proceeded  with  all  expedition  Cq 
Jay  in  wood  and  water,  fearing  the  return  of  Pizar- 
fo's  fquadronj  for  it  was  plain  from  the  heaps  of 
frefli  afhes  and  fifli  bones  fcattered  about,  that 
fomebody  had  been  lately  there,  apd  the  commo- 
dore could  not  poiTibiy  as  yet  be  acquainted  with 
that  commander's  melancholy  fituation  ;  and  in  his 
prcfent  circumltances,  with  only  thirty  hands  to  maa 
a  iix:y  gun  fliip,  was  no  match  for  a  vc(Tel  of  any 
force.  In  orcjer,  therefore  to  make  the  more  dif- 
patch,  the  fmiths  and  failmakers  were  fet  tp  work 
ypon  mendirjg  the  chain- plates^  and  other  decayed 
parts,  as  well  as  ti>e  fails  and  rigging. 

A  few  days  after  the  Centurion's  arrival,  the  Tryal 
floop  appeared  in  fight,  and  was  brought  into  har- 
bour, with  the  help  of  fome  hands  difpatched  to  her 
afliftance  by  Mr.  i^nfon,  having  only  three  men> 
befides  her  commander  captain  Saunders  *  and  the 
lieutenant,  able  to  Hand  to  the  fails;  for  thirty-four 
bands  had  died  in  this  run,  and  the  reft  were  down 
hi  the  fcurvy. 

On  the  21ft  of  June,  the  Gloucefter  was  feeq 
to  leeward,  making  the  beft  of  her  way  for  the 
ifland,  whereupon  the  commodore  fent  his  long-boat 
on  board  her,  with  a  fupply  of  frelh  water  and  ve- 
getables, without  which  timely  aid,  her  people  had 
certainly  died  of  thirft>  being  put  to  an  allowance 

♦  Afterwards  Sir  CharJes  Saunder*. 
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of  a  pine  a  day  to  each  man,  and  at  that  rate  having 
no  more  left  than  what  would  have  ferved  them 
twenty-four  hours.  Unfortunately  this  veflTel  conn* 
nued  driving  off  and  on  till  the  23d  of  July,  fome- 
times  out  of  fight  of  land  and  in  the  utmoft  dan- 
ger of  foundering;  This  diftrefs  was  occafioned  by 
the  wind  and  current  fetting  ftrongly  againft  her ; 
however,  at  Jaft  making  the  north-weft  point  of  the 
bay  with  a  flowing  fail;  in  an  hour  Ihe  came  fafcly 
to  an  anchor. 

Thefe  two  (hips,  and  the  Anna  Pink>  which  arri* 
Ved  about  the  middle  of  Auguft,  being  a  wel- 
come fight,  on  account  of  the  provifions  which  (he 
carried*  were  the  only  veffels  that  ever  joined  the 
fquadrori :  for  the  Severn  and  Pearl  having  been  fe- 
parated  from  the  commodore  off  Cape  Horn,  with 
difficulty  got  to  Brazil,  from  whence  they  returned 
to  Europe.  The  Wager  ran  aihorc  on  a  dcfolate 
ifland,  where  fhe  was  loft.  Whilft  thte  commo- 
dore is  engaged  on  ftiorc,  .in  re-eftablifhing  the 
health  of  his  men,  and  repairing  the  defects  of  his 
ihipsi  we  fhall  trace  the  adventures  that  befel  thole 
on  board  the  Wager; 

,  When  the  fquadron  parted  company  off  Cape 
Noiri  at  the  entrance  of  the  South  Seas,  captain 
Cheap  who  commanded  the  Wager,  knowing  that 
the  plan  of  operations  had  been  laid  to  attack  Bal- 
divia;  a  Spanifh  Settlement  on  the  coaft  of  Chili,  and 
as  the  Wager  had  on  board  fome  field  pieces 
mounted  for  land-fervice,  together  with  a  few  co- 
horn  mortars,  and  feveral  kinds  of  artillery  ftores, 
and  pioneer's  tools,  intended  for  the  operations  on 
fliorei  he  was  therefore  felicitous  to  make  the  beft 
of  his  way  thither,  that  his  abfence  might  not  re- 
tard the  operations,  in  cafe  the  fquadron  fhoukl  be 
able  to  re-affemble.  In  profecuting  this  purpofe  he 
fell  in  with  land  in  forty-feven  degrees  fouth  lati- 
tude, on  the  14th  day  of  May,  where  the  fhip 
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ftruck  on  a  rock  which  lay  below  the  furface  of  the 
water,  and  foon  after  bulged,  and  grounded  between 
two  fmall  iflands  about  a  mufket*fhot  from  the 
fhore« 

In  this  fituation  (he  continued  entire  for  a 
confiderable  time,  which  afforded  an  opportunity 
for  every  one  on  board  to  get  fafe  aftiore  j  but  the 
.  confufion  which  enfued  from  this  diftrefsful  fixa- 
tion, rendered  the  dangers  which  furrounded  them 
ftill  more  imminent.  The  officers  loft  all  autho- 
rity, and  the  crew  driven-  to  defpair  by  the  miferies 
which  they  had  long  endured,  and  the  deftru&iorf 
which  then  feemed  to  hang  over  them,  fell  to  pil- 
laging the  fhrp,  each  man  poffefTed  himfelf  of  what 
arms  he  could  ftrft  feize,  and  having  got  poficflion 
of  the  liquors  on  board,  many  of  the  failops  be- 
came fo  heartily  drunk  that  they  fell  down  fcnfelefs* 
between  decks,  and  were  drowned,  as  the  water 
flowed  into  the  wreck.  All  that  the  captain 
could  do,  was  to  collect  the  mod  orderly  of  the 
men,  who,  together  with  the  officers,  went  aftiore. 
As  foon  as  thefe  were  landed  the  boats  were  fent  back 
to  the  fhip,  and  every  endeavour  uftd  to  prevail  on? 
the  refractory  mutineers  to  confult  their  own  fafety, 
by  quitting  the  fhip  while  an  opportunity  yet  re- 
mained j  but  ihey  were  by  this  time  arrived  at  fuch 
a  ftate  of  ftupefa&ion,  that  no  terrors  could  roufe- 
them,  and  a  confiderable  number  of  the  fhip's  com- 
pany remained  that  night  on  board  the  wreck.  In* 
the  morning  it  blew  a  ftorm,  and  the  fumes  of  the 
liquor  having  been  diffipated  by  fleep,  they  were  in  , 
a  temper  to  perceive  that  the  fhip  was  in  danger 
of  inftantly  parting,  when  every  foul  on  board 
would  inevitably  perifh.  They  now  began  to  feek 
their  fafety  by  as  defperate  means  as  they  had  be- 
fore courted  deftru&ion.  The  boat  not  appearing 
to  fetch  them  off*  they  pointed  one  of  the  four 
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pounders  on  the  quarter  deck  again  ft  the  hut  which 
the  captain  occupied  on  more,  and  fired  two  (hot 
which  narrowly  miffed  it.  When  thefe  turbulent 
male-contents  were  brought  to  land,  diforder  and 
anarchy  took  place,  Ic  mould  feem  that  a  pre-con- 
ceived  averfion  to  their  commander,  tended  to  in- 
flame this  mutinous  fpirit  in  fuch  defperate  circun>- 
ftances.  It  requires  a  very  happy  mixture  of  kind-* 
nefs  with  authority  to  bring  the  reftiff  fpirits  of  fea- 
men  under  a  willing  fubje£tion,  and  captain  Cheap 
does  not  fecm  to  have  poifefled  fuch  a  tempera- 
ture. 

We  are  now  to  behold  one  hundred  and  thirty 
perfons  on  a  defolate  coalt  where  the  means  of  fub- 
fiftence  could  not  be  procured,  fo  that  the  provi- 
lions  that  could  be  faved  out  of  the  wreck  were  their 
only  dependence.  But  it  was  impoflible  to  fecure 
thefe,  fo  that  they  might  be  preferved  for  future 
exigencies,  and  dealt  out  in  due  proportion  to  all 
alike,  when  all  difcipline  and  fubordination  was  abo- 
lifhed.  The  cagernefs  with  which  each  man  at- 
tempted to  conceal  part  of  the  ftores  for  his  own 
ufe,  caufed  continual  animofity  and  contention,  and 
tended  greatly  to  increafe  the  calamities  to  which 
they  were  expofed. 

The  next  important  object  after  providing  for 
their  prefent  fafety,  was,  what  courfe  they  mould 
fleer  when  they  were  in  a  condition  to  leave  that 
ifland.  The  captain,  like  a  biave  and  inflexible 
officer,  was  refolvcd,  if  poflible,  to  fk  up  the  boats 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  enable  him  to  proceed  to  the 
northward,  in  which  cruife,  as  his  men  were  in  ge- 
neral healthv,  and  fire-arms  and  ammunition  had 
been  faved  out  of  the  wreck,  he  laid  his  account 
with  meeting  fome  Spanifh  veffel,  which  he  fhould 
be  able  to  fubdue,  and  then  proceed  in  her  to  the 
rendezvous  at  Juan  Fernandes.    At  all  events,  in  - 
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cafe  they  ihouid  meet  with  no  prize,  he  infilled  that 
ihe  boats  alone  were  capable  of  tranfporting  the 
whole  company  thither.  Although  this  plan  was 
certainly  the  fafeft  as  well  as  the  moft  honourable* 
yet  ir.  was  heartily  difreliflied  by  the  feamen  in  gene- 
ral, who  being  quite  exhaufted  by  the  diftrefTes  and 
dangers  they  had  encountered,  were  utterly  averfe 
to  profecute  the  enterprise  any  farther,  not  confi- 
dcring,  that  in  proceeding  northward  they  were 
likely  to  meet  with  better  weather  and  a  lefs  ruffled  fc a. 
The  common  refplution,  therefore,  was  to  lengthen 
the  long-boat,  and  accompanied  with  the  other 
boats,  to  fteer  to  the  fouthward,  and  after  palling 
the  ftraits  of  Magellan,  to  endeavour  to  gain  the 
coaft  of  Brazil,  from  whence  they  fuppofcd  they 
(hould  readily  find  conveyance  to  Great  Britain, 
However  hazardous  this  attempt  appeared*  it  pre- 
fented  a  glimpfe  of  hope,  that  they  fhould  be  able 
to  reach  their  own  country  again,  which  circum- 
ftance  outweighed  every  other  confideration. 

The  captain  was  obliged  to  yield  to  the  torrent,' 
and  apparently  to  give  up  his  own  judgment  and 
comply  with  the  popular  opinion  ;  but  as  rt  was  ne- 
ceflary  that  the  long-boat  fhould  be  lengthened*  in 
order  to  undertake  the  intended  voyage,  he  pri- 
vately aimed  at  frustrating  their  purpofe,  by  direct- 
ing it  to  be  brought  to  fuch  a  fize  as  might  ferve  to 
carry  them  to  Juan  Fernandes,  but  when  finiflied  he 
hoped  would  appear  incapable  of  performing  fo  long, 
and  perilous  a  voyage  as  that  to  the  coaft  of 
Brazil. 

The  difagreement  between  the  captain  and  hitf 
crew  grew  every  day  more  violent.  The  dema- 
gogue of  the  feamen  was  a  midfhipman*  named 
Cozens,  whofe  refractory  temper  had  led  all  thofe 
who  adhered  to  the  captain,  to  fufpedb  that  he  was' 
concerting  with  his  adherents  fome  defpeme  attack. 
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upon  their  fuperiors.  This  opinion,  however 
founded,  led  the  officers  to  go  continually  armed. 
In  fuch  a  ftate  of  anarchy  no  kind  of  terms  were 
likely  to  be  long  preferved.  It  appears  however, 
from  the  account  publifhed  by  the  officers,  that  the 
cataftrophe  which  followed  was  brought  about  rather 
by  the  Cozens.  One  day  the  purfer  having  by  the 
captains  order  ftopped  the  allowance  of  a  fellow 
who  would  not  work,  Cozens,  though  the  man  did 
nor  complain  to  him,  intermeddled  in  the  affair  with 
great  bitternefs,  and  grofly  infultcd  the  purfer,  whfr 
was  then  delivering  out  provifions  juft  at  the  cap* 
tain's  ten r,  and  was  himfelf  fufficiently  violent :  the 
purfer  enraged  by  his  fcurrility,  and  perhaps  pi- 
qued by  former  quarrels,  cried  out  a  mutiny, 
adding,  "  the  dog  has  piftols  "  and  then  himfelf 
fired  a  piftol  at  Cozens,  which  happened  to  mifs 
him.  The  report  of  the  piftol  brought  the  captain 
out  of  his  tent ;  all  this  time  no  kind  of  fire-arms 
was  produced  by  Cozens,  but  the  captain  foppofing 
him  to  have  been  the  aggreffor,  and  that  a  mutiny' 
was  begun,  inftantly  difcharged-  a  piftol  at  him,  the 
ball  of  which  entered  his  head,  with  which  wound; 
he  Janguiihed  fourteen  days  and  then  died. 

This  unwarrantable  action  ferved  to  intimidate 
inftead  of  inflame  the  men,  and  from  this  time 
they  became  more  tradable,  until  towards  the  middle 
of  October,  when  the  long-boat  was  nearly  com- 
pleted. So  much  time  had  now  elapfed  that  little 
hopes  remained  of  rejoining  commodore  Anfon  at 
Juan  Fernancjes  ;  therefore  the  rqafons  which  had  made 
it  proper  to  fail  to  the  northward,  no  longer  exifted? 
befides,  as  the  fummer  was  advancing  in  thofe  re- 
gions, a  paffage  through  the  ftraits  of  Magellan 
was  likely  to  be  effected  with  lefs  rifk ;  notwith- 
standing this  change  of  circumftances  captain  Cheap 
adhered  to  his  opinion,  which  fo  incenfed  the  feamen, 
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i^iat  the  mutiny  which  had  fo  long  been  apprehended, 
at  length  broke  out.  Eighty  feamen  feized  the  long?, 
boat  and  the  cutter,  leaving  the  captain  and  about 
nineteen  perfons,  who  adhered  to  him,  the  yawl  and 
the  barge  for  their  ufe.  Thefe  defperate  adventu^- 
lers  proceeded  to  Tea,  with  the  long-boat  converted 
kito  a  fchooner,  giving  the  captain  and  thofe  that 
were  with  him  on  the  beach,  three  cheers  at  their 
departure.  Confidering  the  dangers  they  had  to  en- 
counter, from  the  coafts,  the  elements,  and  themfelves, 
it  is  aftonifhing  that  any  furvived  to  reach  the  coaft 
of  Brazils  $  but  after  leaving  about  twenty  of  their 
lumber  afliore  at  different  places  where  they  touched, 
and  (till  more  dying  of  hunger  and  fatigue,  the  re- 
ljdue,  amounting  to  thirty,  arrived  at  Rio  Grande  on 
the  coaft  of  Brazil,  on  the  29th  day  of  January, 
1742.'  : 

Captain  Cheap  and  his  fcleft  band  were  in  a  worfe 
fituation  than  the  crew  that  had  abandoned  them, 
indeed,  they  poffeffed  more  (kill  in  navigating  a 
vc/Tel,  and  were  better  qualified  to  make  prudent 
rcfolufons,  and  on  thefe  their  fafety  feemed  to  de- 
pend. The  ifland  on  which  the  Wager  was  wrecked, 
afforded  no  other  provifions  but  ihcll-fifh  and  a  few 
herbs,  on  thefe  they  fubfifted  as  well  as  they  were 
able,  referving  their  fmall  remains  of  fea-provifions 
for  a  fupply,  when  they  Ihould  enter  00  their  voy- 
age. The  feamen  had  given  this  place  the  name  of 
Wager  Ifland,  and  here  fome  Indians  occafionally 
reforted  in  their  canoes,  who  bartered  fifti  and  other 
eatables  with  our  people,  which  yielded  a  very  fea- 
fonable  relief  but  notwithstanding  this  occafional 
aiWtance,  it  was  not  until  the  14th  day  of  Decem- 
ber that  the  captain  and  his  company  were  in  a  fitu- 
ation to  embark  in  the  barge  and  yawl,  in  order  to 
proceed  to  the  northward,  taking  on  board  with 
t(»cm  all  the  provifions  they  could  amafs  from  the 
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wreck  of  the  Ihip.  They  had  no  fooner  put  to  Tea, 
than  a  itorm  arofe,  and  the  fca  ran  fo  high,  that  to 
cfcape  inftant  death  they  were  obliged  to  throw  their 
provifions  over-board.  They  were  now  obliged  to 
put  on  fliore  frequently  in  order  to  provide  for  their 
prefent  fubfiftenccj  but  whilft  they  were  thus  coaft- 
ing  along,  the  yawl  happened  to  fink  as  (he  lay  at 
anchor,  and  one  of  the  men  in  her  was  drowned. 
As  the  barge  was  too  fmall  for  the  whole  company, 
they  were  driven  to  the  dreadful  neccfllty  of  leaving 
four  marines  behind  them  on  that  defolate  coaft. 
Stiil  proceeding  northward,,  though  retarded  in  their 
progrefs  by  contrary  winds,  and  the  neceflltythey 
were  under  of  frequently  going  aflaore  in  fearch  of 
food ;  about  the  end  of  January,  haying  made  three 
unfuccefsful  attempts  to  double  a  head -land,  which 
they  fuppofed  to  be  the  fame  as  the  Spaniards  call 
Cape  Tres  Montes,  they  grew  .fo  weary  of  the  at- 
tempt, that  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved  to  give  ic 
over,  and  return  back  to  Wager  I  (land,  which  they 
reached  about  the  middle  of  Februaiy,  reduced  to 
the  mod  wretched  ftate  of  exiftence. 

In  the  extremity  to  which  they  were  now  brought, 
it  was  the  height  of  pleafure  to  meet  with  feveral 
pieces  of  beef  floating  on  the  fea,  which  had  been 
walbed  out  of  the  wreck.  This  good  fortune  was 
foon  fucceeded  by  another,  which  was,  the  arriv  d 
of  fome  Indians  in  two  canoes,  among  whom  was  a 
aative  of  Chiloe,  who  fpoke  a  little  Spanifti,  and 
it  fortunately  happened  that  Mr.  Elliot  the  furgeon 
was  acquainted  with  that  language.  A  bargain  was 
hereupon  ftruck,  the  Indian  engaged  to  conduct  the 
captain  and  his  people  to  Chiloe,  for  which  fervice 
he  was  to  be  rewarded  with  the  barge  and  all  her 
appertenances.  Accordingly  the  eleven  perfons  to 
which  the  company  was  now  reduced,  embarkfd 
therein  on  the  6ih  day  of  March  upon  this  new  ex- 
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pedition  ;  but  after  having  proceeded  for  a  few  days, 
the  captain  and  four  of  his  principal  officers  being 
afhore,  the  fix,  who  .ogether  with  an  Indian,  re- 
mained in  the  barge,  put  off  with  her  to  fea  and 
returned  no  more. 

By  this  means  there  were  left  on  ihore  captain 
Cheap,  Mr.  Hamilton  lieutenant  of  marines,  two 
midfhipmen,  viz.  the  honourable  Mr.  Byron  *,  and 
Mr.  Campbell,  together  with  Mr.  Elliot  the  fur- 
geon.  The  diftrefics  to  which  they  were  then  ex- 
pofed,  furpafled  all  that  t.hey  had  yet  fuffered,  they 
were  now  on  a  delblate  coaft,  without  any  provifion, 
or  the  means  of  procuring  any,  for  their  arms,  am- 
munition, and  every  conveniency  they  were  mailers 
of,  except  the  tattered  habits  they  had  on,  were  all 
carried  away  in  the  barge. 

Whilft  they  were  fuffering  all  the  torments  of  de- 
fpair,  the  Indian,  who  had  undertaken  to  be  their 
pilot,  arrived  in  his  canoe.  When  he  undcrftood  that 
the  barge  was  gone,  he  fufpected  that  the  Indian 
which  he  had  left  in  her  had  been  rhurdered ;  not- 
withstanding thefe  apprehenfions,  and  the  lofs  of 
the  v'eflel  that  was  to  have  been  the  reward  of  his 
labours,  this  benevolent  child  of  nature,  whom  a 
commerce  with  civilized  fociety  had  not  hardened 
into  infenfibility  and  fordidnefs,  not  only  undertook 
to  carry  them  to  the  Spanifli  lettlements,  but  to 
procure  them  provifions  by  the  way.  For  this  pur- 
|>ofe  he  prevailed  on  many  of  his  neighbours  to  aflift 
him,  and  got  together  feveral  canoes.  Soon  after 
this  frcfti  embarkation,  Mr.  Elliot  the  furgeon  died, 
the  other  four,  after  a  long  and  laborious  pafTage  by 
land  and  water,  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  June 
in  the  ifland  of  Chiloe,  throwing  themlelves  on  the 
mercy  of  thofe  very  people  whom  they  had  come 
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into  thofe  parts  purpofely  to  attack,  and  if  thcfe  ca- 
lamities had  not  intervened^  whofe  dwellings  and 
poffeffions  would  have  been  expofed  to  all  the  ra- 
vages of  war.    The  Spaniards  received  their  perifh* 
ing  enemies  very  kindly ;  indeed  they  ftood  in  need  * 
of  everv  relief,  for  they  were  brought  fo  low  that 
had  their  voyage  been  protra&ed  only  a  few  days, 
every  man  muft  have  periftied  3  the  captain  himfclf 
was  with  difficulty  recovered,  and  the  reft  were  fo 
reduced  by  the  feverity  of  the  weather,  their  labour, 
their  want  of  food,  and  of  all  kinds  of  neceffaries, 
that  it  was  wonderful  how  they  fupported  themfelves 
fo  long.    After  fome  ftay  at  Chiloe,  they  were  all 
fent  to  Valpairaifo,  and  from  thence  to  St.  Jago,  th« 
capital  of  Chili,  where  they  continued  above  a  year) 
but  on  the  advice  of  a  cartel  being  fettled  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain,  captain  Cheap*  Mr.  Byron, 
and  Mr.  Hamilton  were  permitted  to  return  to 
Europe  on  board  a  French  {hip.    The  other  mid* 
ihipman,  Mr.  Campbell,  having  changed  his  reli- 
gion whiift  at  St  Jago,  returned  to  Spain  with  Pi- 
zarro  in  the  Alia ;  but  being  difappointed  in  hid 
hopes  of  procuring  a  commiffion  from  the  cotfrt  of 
Spain,  he  returned  to  England,  and  attempted  to 
get  reinftated  in  the  Britilh  navy,  where  he  pub- 
liftied  a  defence  of  his  conduct,  together  with  a  me- 
morial of  his  fufferings,  and  afterwards  obtained  * 
commiftion  in  the  navy  of  Portugal     Let  us  now 
return  to  commodore  Anfon*  whom  we  left  at  Juan 
Fernandes. 

Such  was  the  dreadful  mortality  that  had  raged  on 
board  the  (hips,  that  only  eighty-two  failors  re- 
mained alive  in  the  Glouccfter,  out  of  three  hun- 
dred which  had  failed  from  England  j  no  more  than 
two  marines  furvived  of  forty-eight,  and  every  in- 
valid had  periftied.  The  Centurion  had  buried  two 
hundred  and  ninety-two  of  her  hands ;  alfo  forty-fix 
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out  of  fifty  invalids,  and  fixty-eight  out  of  feventy- 
nine  marines,  officers  included.  On  board  the  Anna 
.  Pink  were  ten  men  and  the  matter.  So  that  thefc 
three  (hips  which  carried  nine  hundred  and  fixty-one 
men  our  of  England  had  no  more  than  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  pcrfons,  boys  included,  left 
alive  in  September  1741.  A  number  inefficient  to 
man  the  Centurion  alone,  and  barely  capable  of  na- 
vigating the  three,  with  the  utmoft  exertion  of  their 
ftrength  and  vigour. 

A  Spanifli  mtrchantfiiip,  which  was  made  prize  of, 
ferved  to  remove  thofe  apprehenfions  which  this  re- 
duction of  their  ftrength  created,  by  informing  the 
commodore  of  the  fate  of  Pizarro's  fquadron.  On 
the  19th  day  of  September  the  Centurion  weighed 
anchor  and  quitted  the  ifland  of  Juan  Fernandes, 
where  the  Tailors  had  furprizingly  recovered  their 
health  and  fpirits.  The  commodore  fleered  to  the 
eaftward,  in. ending  to  join  the  Tryal  (loop  off  Val- 
pairaifo.  On  the  24th  in  the  evening  they  came  up 
with  her,  when  they  found  (he  had  taken  a  prize 
of  fix  hundred  tons,  having  five  thoufands  pounds 
in  fpecic  on  board  befides  merchandize.  But  it  ap- 
peared by  the  reprefentation  of  captain  Saunders 
and  all  the  officers,  that  the  Tryal  was  fo  leaky  and 
defective  as  to  be  totally  unfit  for  fervice,  upon 
which  the  commodore  ordered  every  thing  on  board 
her  to  be  carried  on  board  her  prize,  after  which 
ihe  was  fcuttled  and  funk. 

A  long  cruife  enfued,  in  all  which  time  not  a 
fingle  fail  appeared.  On  the  fifth  day  of  No- 
vember they  came  up  with  and  took  a  Spanifli 
merchantman  of  inconfiderable  value.  On  the 
tenth  day  of  November  they  were  three  leagues 
fouth  of  the  fouchermoft  ifland  of  Lobos,  lying 
in  the  latitude  of  fix  degrees  twenty- feven  mi- 
nutes, near  which  the  Glouccfter  had  been  ap- 
pointed 
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pointed  to  cruife.  Here  they  fell  in  with  another 
Spanifli  merchantman,  which  lieutenant  Brett  in  the 
Centurion's  barge  boarded.  She  was  called  Nueftra 
Senora  del  Carmin,  and  though  her  cargo  was  of 
little  value  to  the  captors,  yet  it  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  four  hundred  thoufand  dollars  prime  coil 
at  Panama. 

On  board  tins  (hip  was  an  Iriihman,  whofe  name 
was  John  Williams;  he  had  travelled  as  a  pedlar  all 
over  the  kingdom  of  Mexico.  From  him  they 
learned  that  upon  a  (hip's  being  chafed  in  the  offing 
of  Paita  a  few  days  before  by  a  velfcl  fuppofed  to> 
be  the  Gloucefter,  the  governor  of  that  town,  ap- 
prehenfiveof  a  vifit,  as  well  as  the  royal  officer,  were 
removing  their  own  and  the  king's  treafure  to  Piura* 
a  town  fourteen  leagues  within  land.  Williams  alfa 
told  them  that  a  large  fum  of  money  belonging  to  the 
merchants  was  lodged  in  the  cuftom-houitr,  and 
that  it  was  intended  to  be  (hipped  the  following  day„ 
on  board  a  light  clean  veffel,  the  bottom  of  which 
was  newly  primed,  bound  for  Sonfonnate  on  the 
coaft  of  Mexico,  in  order  to  purchafe  part  of  the 
cargo  belonging  to  the  Manilla  (hip. 

From  this  piece  of  intelligence  the  commodore 
immediately  determined  to  attempt  furprizing  the 
place  without  a  moment's  delay,  being  fully  fatis- 
fied  upon  an  enquiry  into  the  ftrength  and  condition 
of  it,  that  there  was  little  danger  of  lofmg  many 
men  in  the  attempt :  for  Paita  had  only  a  fort,  with- 
out ditch  or  outwork,  and  was  furrounded  by  a  brick 
wall.  Beiides,  there  was  a  neceffity  for  ta!;ing  fome 
fuch  ftep,  as  they  could  hope  for  no  profit  by  a 
longer  cruife  in  thofe  feas,  all  the  coaft  being 
alarmed  of  their  vicinity .  and  this  enterprize  not 
only  promifed  a  fupply  of  live  provifions,  which 
they  very  much  wanted,  but  afforded  an  opportu- 
nity of  putting  the  prifoncrs  afhore,  who  being  very 
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numerous,  made  a  greater  confumption  of  the  (hip's 
ftores  than  fhe  could  well  fpare. 

The  town  of  Paita  is  fuuated  in  the  latitude  of 
fifteen  degrees  twelve  minutes  fouth,  and  contained 
about  two  hundred  families.  The  port  of  Paita, 
though  in  reality  little  more  than  a  bay,  is  efteemed 
the  bed  in  that  part  of  the  coaft,  affording  good 
anchorage. 

The  commodore  refolved  that  the  attack  fliould 
be  made  by  the  boats  j  fearing  that  if  he  fliould  at- 
tempt firft  to  bring  his  (hips  into  the  harbour,  the 
Spaniards,  apprized  of  the  danger,  would  fecurc 
their  moft  valuable  effects.  The  attempt  thus  pre- 
meditated, was  immediately  carried  into  execution  ; 
the  barge  and  pinnaces  were  manned  with  fifty-eight 
choice  men,  well  armed,  under  the  care  of  lieute- 
nant Brett ;  and  to  him  was  committed  the  whole 
direction  of  the  enterpriz*.  The  better  to  prevent 
any  confufion  that  pight  arife  from  the  people's  being 
ignorant  of  the  windings  towards  the  town,  two 
Spanifti  pilots  were  ordered  to  guide  them,  with  a 
promife  of  an  ample  reward,  and  an  affurance  to 
the  prifoners  that  they  fliould  all  be  let  at  liberty  in 
this  place  provided  thefe  pilots  behaved  with  fidelity; 
but  if  on  the  contrary  they  failed  in  the  leaft  article 
of  the  fervice  to  which  they  were  appointed,  thefe 
two  (hould  be  (hot,  and  all  the  Spaniards  now  in 
cultody  carried  prifoners  to  England.  One  of  the 
pilots  it  is  to  be  obferved,  had  been  about  twenty* 
years  before  a  prifoner  with  captain  Clipperton,  who 
forced  him  in  the  fame  manner  to  guide  his  people 
to  Truvillo,  an  inland  town  to  the  fouthward  of 
Paita,  which  they  then  iurprized  and  pillaged. 
"While  the  boats  were  making  for  the  bay,  the  mouth 
of  which  they  reached  without  being  difcovered, 
the  fhips  flood  in  for  port  with  all  the  fail  they  could 
crowd.    The  approach  of  the  l'ailors  in  their  boats 
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nvas  fi'ft  obferved  bv  fone  people  on  board  a  fhip 
lying  in  the  harbour,  who  got  afhore  as  faft  as  they 
could,  and  Ipread  the  alarm  by  crying  out  "  the 
jEnglifli  do;s." 

Nntwithitanding  this  intelligence,  HeutenantBrett 
got  afhore  before  they  could  fire  two  guns  from  the 
fort,  and  drawing  up  his  men  under  fhcltcr  of  a 
narrow  ftreet,  marched  immediately  to  the  parade, 
with  drums  bearing  and  loud  acclamations  of  joy  i 
wliere  he  was  received  with  a  volley  of  fmail  fhoc 
from  fome  merchants  who  had  polled  themfelves 
in  a  gallery  running  round  the  governor's  houfe* 
but  who  were  foon  diflodged,  and  then  taking 
to  their  heels,  left  the  parade  in  quiet  pofieflioni 
of  the  Englifh,  who  foon  entered  the  governor's 
houfe  and  fort  which  they  found  abandoned, 
with  having  only  one  man  killed  and  two  wounded, 
one  of  which  was  the  Spanifli  pilot,  who  received  a 
flight  bruife  by  a  ball  which  grazed  on  his  wrift ; 
indeed  another  of  the  company,  the  honourable 
Mr.  Keppel,  fon  to  the  Earl  of  Albemarle  *,  had  a 
yery  narrow  efcape;  for  having  on  a  jockey  cap,  one 
fide  of  the  peak  was  fliaved  off  clofe  to  his  temple 
by  a  ball,  which  however  did  him  no  hurt. 

After  thus  fecuring  the  fort,  the  governor's  houfe, 
and  all  the  avenues  to  the  town,  lieutenant  Brett 
ordered  what  few  inhabitants  were  left,  to  be  con- 
fined in  one  of  the  churches,  while  fome  negroes 
cfcorted  by  a  file  of  mufleetcers,  were  ordered  to 
affift  in  removing  the  treafures  of  the  cuftomhoufe, 
&c.  to  the  fort. 

As  moft  of  the  inhabitants  fled  in  their  firft  fright 
without  flaying  to  drefs,  the  failors,  who  could  not 
be  reftrained  from  breaking  into  the  houfes  for  pri- 
vate plunder,  feized  on  their  cloaths,  which  were  ex- 

f  Tbt  prefcnt  admiral  Keppd* 
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crerhely  rich,  and  threw  them  over  their  jackets; 
not  forgetting  at  the  fame  time  the  tye  or  bag- wig 
and  laced  hat,  which  were  generally  found  with  the 
cloaths ;  and  when  this  practice  was  once  begun, 
there  was  no  preventing  the  whole  detachment  from 
imitating  ir ;  but  thofe  who  came  lateft  into  the 
fafhion,  not  finding  men's  cloaths  fufficient  to  equip 
thcmfelves,  were  obliged  to  take  up  with  women's 
gowns  ^and  petticoats,  which  (provided  there  was 
finery  enough)  they  made  no  fcruple  of  putting  on, 
and  blending  with  their  own  greafy  drefs  5  fo  that 
when  a  party  of  them  thus  ridiculoufly  metamor- 
phofed  were  firft  feen  by  Mr.  Brett,  he  knew  not 
what  to  make  of  their  grotefque  appearance. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  Centurion  opened  the 
bay,  and  about  twelve  came  within  a  mile  and  a  half 
of  the  town.  This  and  the  following  day  was  fpent 
in  fending  the  treafure  on  board,  and  boats  full  of 
hogs,  fowl,  and  other  provifions,  together«with  the 
mod  valuable  effects  found  in  the  town;  and  all  this 
without  any  moleftation  from  the  enemy,  though  a 
great  number  of  them,  among  whom  were  two  hun- 
dred horfe^  paraded  on  a  neighbouring  hill,  with  all 
kinds  of  military  mufic.  Thefe  were  headed  bjr 
the  governor,  who  fled  among  the  firft,  leaving  a 
young  wife  of  about  feventecn,  to  whom  he  had 
been  yery  lately  married,  to  be  carried  off  in  her 
fliift  by  two  of  his  people. 

The  governor's  efcape  was  a  fenfible  mortification 
tp  Mr.  Brett  and  the  commodore,  becaufe,  had  they 
fecured  him,  a  ranfom  might  have  been  got  for  the 
town,  in  which  were  fevcral  warehoufes  filled  with 
valuable  goods  that  were  confumed  with  it,  when 
fet  on  .fire  on  the  governor's  refufing  toliften  to  any 
oj/ertures  jrrjade  him  for  a  parley,  and  not  deigning 
even  to  return  a  civil  anlwer  to  repeated  meflages 
tent  him  by  Mr.  Anfon,  that  the  town  might  be 
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Javed  for  a  trifling  ranfom.  The  forces  the  gover- 
nor had  colle&ed,  of  which,  however  he  made  no 
ufe,  being  in  great  want  of  water,  as  Mr.  Anfoii 
learned  from  fome  negro  deferters,  had  one  night 
refolved  to  have  fallen  on  his  men,  headed  by  one 
Gorden  captain  of  a  Scotch  (hip,  but  were  intimi- 
dated by  the  great  vigilance  of  Mr.  Brett. 

On  the  15th  of  November,  their  bufinefs  in  Paita 
being  pretty  well  over,  the  commodore,  according  to 
his  promife,  lent  alhore  all  his  prifoners,  in  number 
eighty  eight  i  and  then  Mr.  Brett  after  making  a 
proper  difpofition  of  pitch,  tar,  and  other  com.- 
buftibles,  fet  the  town  on  fire  in  leveral  places  at 
the  fame  time;  and  then  fpiked  up  the  eight  pieces 
of  cannon  in  the  fort.  On  calling  over  the  men, 
one  was  found  to  be  miffing,  which  occafioned  fome 
delay  in  going  on  board  the  boats;. after  all,  they 
were  obliged  to  give  him  up  for  loft,  and  marched 
regularly  to  the  water  fide,  at  which  time  a  body 
of  the  Spaniards  on  the  hill  put  themfelvcs  in  mo* 
tion,  as  if  they  meant  an  attack ;  but  upon  Mr. 
Brett's  halting  and  facing  about,  they  did  not  think 
proper  to  advance. 

They  were  now  ready  to  put  off  from  the  beach, 
which  was  fo  covered  with  fmoke  as  to  be'  fcarcely 
vifible,  when  they  heard  the  voice  of  a  man  loudly- 
calling  upon  them  to  take  him  in  $  one  of  the  boats 
made  up  to  the  place  whence  the  found  iflued,  and 
found  the  man  whom  they  miffed,  up  to  the  chin 
in  water.  Upon  examining  into  the  caufe  of  his 
flaying  behind,  it  appeared,  that  having  taken  too 
large  a  doze  of  brandy,  he  had  fallen  afleep,  and 
.  was  awaked  only  by  the  fire  coming  fo  near  as  to 
.  fcorch  him;  upon  recolle&ing  hb  dangerous  fituation 
he  pulhed  through  the  thickeft  of  the  fmoke,  and 
arrived  on  the  jacagh  barely  time  enough  to  favc 
hiaifelf. 

Vol.  IV.  £  e  Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant  Brett  and  his  fmall  detachment  novir 
£ut  off  to  their  fhips :  having  made  an  acquifition- 
in  wrought  place,,  dollars,  and  other  coin,  amount- 
ing to  upwards  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,. 
fcxclufive  of  broad  cloths,  filks,  cahibricks,  velvets,, 
and  embroideries  which  were  deftroyed  by  the  flames  ^ 
befides  the  private  plunder,  fuch  as  rings,  bracelets,, 
'and  jewels,  the  property  of  particular  captors,  which 
was  very  confiderabk.  The  Spaniands  in  the  repre- 
fentations  which  they  are  faid  to  have  made  to  the 
court  of  Madrid,  diimatrng  their  \%h  to  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  of  dollars  at  the  fame  time  fix  of 
the  enemy's  veflels  being  in  harbour,  five  of  them 
by  the  commodore's  orders  were  towed  out  to  fea, 
fcuttled,  and  funkr  and  the  fixth,  on  which  the  trea- 
sure was  intended  to  be  imbarked,  he  added  to  his 
iqua^ron  by  the  name  of  the  Solidad,.  putting  ten 
men  on  board  her,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant 
Hughes  of  the  Tryal  (loop. 

About  midnight  on  the  16th  of  November,  Mr. 
"Anfon's  fquadron  got  under  fail ;  it  confifted  of  the 
'Centurion,  the  fryars  prize;  the  Carmelo,  Carmin, 
Terefa,  and  Solidad.     They  ftobd  to  the  weft- 
ward^  and  in  the  morning  fpread  themfelves  to 
look  out  for  the  Gloucefter,  and  on  the  eigh- 
teenth gained  fight  of  her,  and*  were  joined  by 
her  about  three  in  the  afternoon.    She  had  two 
'prizes,  one  of  Which  was  a  frtow  laden  with  wine* 
'brandy,  and  olives,  befides  about  feven  thoufand 
pounds  in  fpecie  ;  the  other  a  launch,  the  people  on 
°bbard  which  when  taken  by  the  Gloucefter's  barge 
were  at  dinner  on  pigeon  pye  off  a  fcryice  of  plate, 
notwith (landing  which  opulent  appearance,  they 
complained  of  their  poverty  *   She  had  cotton  on 
l)oakI,  made  tip  into  jars,  which  being  all  removed 
into  the  Gloucefter,  upon  a  narrow  fearch  among* 
the  cotton,  were  found  doubloons  and  dollars,  to  the 
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amount  of  near  twelve  thoufand  pounds.  Beftdes 
thefe  the  Gloucefter  had  fight  of  two  or  three  other 
/hips  belonging  to  the  enemy,  one  of  which  they 
had  reafon  to  believe  was  of  great  value^  but  founcj 
it  impodible  to  come  up  with  either," 

At  this  time  they  were  eight  fail  in  all,  but  the^ 
San&a,  Terefa,  and  Solidad,  moving  ilowly  on  the, 
water,  and  very  much  retarding  the  progrefs  of  the 
reft,  the  commodore  ordered  them  to  be  cleared  o; 
every  thing  ufeful,  and  then  burnt. 

Thefe  fucceisful  attacks  upon  the  wealth  of  Spaiq 
infpired  the  men  with  frefli  ardour  to  profecute  theuf 
interprize,  and  they  were  led  on  by  a  commander^ 
who  knew  very  well  both  how  to  excite  and  how  to 
direct  the  fpirit  of  his  people.  The  commodore 
now  determined  to  proceed  northward  as  far  as  St* 
Lucas,  the  peninfula  of  California,  or  Cape  Cori- 
entes  on  the  coaft  of  Mexico,  in  order  to  intercept 
the  annual  Minilla  fliip  which  arrives  at  Acapulco, 
generally  in  the  month  of  January.  He  had  alfcj 
another  motive  for  fleering  this  courfe,  being  de- 
firous  of  touching  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Panamaj 
in  order  to  procure  fome  means  of  correfponding 
over  land  with  aclmiral  Vernon,  one  part  or  his  in-4 
ftrudYions  being  to  cooperate  with  the  aefigns  forme^ 
againft  the  Spanifii  fettlements  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
Mr.  Anion,  who  had  not*  doubt  that  our  arms  had 
been  fuccefsfui  on  the  other  Qde  of  the  ifthmus  pi 
Parian,  hoped  to  fc'aye  received  a  reinforcement  oj 
men  from  thence,  which  might  have  enabled  hirn 
to  aruck  Panama  with  good  hopes  of  fuccefs.  Bu£ 
intelligence  being  obtained  from  the  Spanilh  cap-r 
tures  of  the  failure  of  the  interprize  againft  Car- 
thagenaa  the  'commodore  dropped  his ,  defign  of 
laking  a  hoflfilevifir  r.0  DarianA  but  his  want  of 
ater  obliged  firm  to  proceed  to  Quibo.  a  fmall 
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* '  Aitfew  days  only  were  employed*  in  providing 
the  whole  fquadron  with  a  liock  of  this  neceffary, 
and  bh  '*4tn  day  of  December  the  commodore 
ftood  ffbm Qilibo  to  the  weftward. 

No  other  cortcern  was  thought  on  but  the  inter- 
cepting the  Manilla  (hip,  for  which  purpofe  the  cap- 
tains were  inftructed  to  ftretch  to  the  northward  of  the 
harbour  of  Acapulco :  and  in  cafe  of  feparation,  to 
rendezvous  at  the  middle  of  the  Tres  Merias  iflands, 
and  afterwards  at  the  ifland  of  Macao  on  the  coaft 
of  China.  They  were  harraffed  with  contrary  winds 
from  this  tirrie' to  the  ninth  day  of  January  1742, 
on  which  day  the  Manilla  (hip  reached  the  harbour 
bf  Acapulco ;  and  it  was  expe&ed  (he  would  fail 
from  thence  6h  the  third  day  of  March,  O.  S.  this 
information  they  gained  from  three  negroes,  whom 
the  Centurion's '  barge  furprifcd'  in  a  fifliing  canoe, 
which  they  afterwards  turned  adrift  among  the  rocks, 
that  from  its  being  dafhed  to  pieces,  the  Spaniards 
might  infer  that  the  Owner's  were  drowned,  and  nor; 
impute,  their  lofs  to  the  real  caufe.  By  all  the  in- 
telligence Mr.  Anfon  Could  colled  tyefides  from  thofe 
people,  he  concluded  that  the  governor  of  Acapulco 
ytes  ignorant  of  his  being  fo  near  at  hand,  and  con- 
fecjucntly  that  his  chance  for  feizing  this  prize  was 
tiow  greater  than  ever:  and  that  (he  might  notefcape 
iim,  he  difpofed  his  five  fhips  in  fuch  a  manner  as 
to  take  up  a  Iweep  Of  twenty-four  leagues,  within 
which  corripafs  nothing  could  pafs  without  its  being 
Known  by  the  whole  iquadron,  from  fignals  which 
were  to  be  made.  The  better  to  prepare  for  the 
reception  of  the  galleon,  no  more  hands  were  left; 
off  board  ^heCarmin,  Carmelo,  arid  Tryal  prize, 
than  were*  fufHcient  to  navigate  them,  the  reft  being 
put  on  board'the  Gloucefter  and  Centurion,  which 
were  the  two  ftiips  intended  for  the  attack  ;  and  as 
an  encouragement  to  the  negroes,'  they  were  pro- 
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mifed  thejr  freedom  in  cafe  they  deferved  it  by  their 
good  behaviour  in  the  engagement. 

It  was  certainly  reafoning  in  oppofitipn  to  every 
probability,  to  fuppofe  that  the  alarm  of  an  Engfllh 
fquadron  being  ort  that  coaft  had  not  prevented  the 
failing  of  the  galleon;  but  men  are  eafily  led  to  be- 
lieve what  they  wifh  to  be  true. 

At  length  the  long  expedted  day  arrived  ;  but  to 
their  great'  mortification,  the  evening  of  it  fee  in 
without  the  lead' appearance  of  the  galleon  j  from 
that  day  to  the  23d  they  did  not  quit  their  hopes, 
as  they  were  fatisfied  fhe  had  not  failed  out  of  the 
harbour  of  Acapulco.  But  now  the  whole  fleet 
beginning  to  want  water,  it  was  agreed  to  make  the 
beft  of  their  way  to  Seguataneio,  '  or  Chequeran, 
which  lies  about  thirty  leagues  to  the  weftwardof 
Acapulco,  in  the  latitude  of  .17  deg.  36  min. 
north.  Here  they  defigned  to  take  in  a  fupply  $  and 
in  the  mean  time,  left  the  galleon  might  Hip  out  to 
fea,  Mr.  Hughes,  lieutenant  of  the  TryaTs  prize, 
was  ordered  to  cruize  off  Acapulco  harbour  for 
twenty-four  Jays  in  the  cutter,  and  give  them 
fpeedy  notice  w  her  fetting  fail. 

It  now  appearing  upon  a  fcrutiny,  that  thev  had 
not  more  hands  than  were  neceflary  to  man  a  fourth 
rate  (hip  of  war,  Mr.  Anfon,  with  the  confent  of 
his  officers,  refolved  to  fcuttle  and  deftroy  the  Try- 
al's  prize,  Carmelo,  and  Carmin,  and  to  divide  the 
richeft  part  of  their  cargoes,  with  their  crews,  be- 
tween the  Centurion  and  Gloucefter,  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done  on  the  a8th  of  April,  when  the  re- 
maining fhips  of  the  fquadron  warped  out  of  the 
harbour,  leaving  behind  them  a  letter  corked  up  in 
a  bottle, .  in  a  canoe,  fixed  to  a  grapnal  in  the  mid- 
dle of  the  harbour,  acquainting  Mr.  Hughes,  to 
whom  it  was  directed,  that  the  commodore  was  re- 
turned to  his  ftation  off  Acapulco,  that  he  intended 
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tp,quitjt  i*a  few  days  and  return  to  titf.reftpf  his 
fquadron,  which  continued  cruifipg  to  t,hc  iouth-r 
waxd.  Xhp  tyft  article  was  infcrted  to  Receive  the 
Spaniards*  if\  ca,fe,  as  it  afterward^  happened,,  the 
canoe  fliould  fill  into  their  hazels.  >t 

The  ftormy  feafon  now  coming  on,  a/id  it  ap- 
pearing plainly  that  the  voyage  of  the  A,!ca.pulco 
fjiip  was  lajd  afide  for  this  year,  Mr.  Aafoa  having 
$p  further  fcuGnefs.ip  tl*  American  feas,  refejved 
%o  fteer  for  Chipa,  as  fpon  as  the  cutter  Ibould  join 
them*  on  board  pf  which  was  Mr.  Hughes  and  fome 
pf  the  ftouteft  feamen  then  ifl  thp  fauadjpa. 

It  was  not  until  the  5th  day  of  May  that  (he  ar- 
rived, the  currents,  having  driven  her  ffl  much  ou|f 
of  her  courfe,  that  all  her'  water  had  been  long  ex- 
iaufted,  fome  fliowers  of  .rain  bac}  fupplied  ther^ 
wjtli  juft  enough  to  fupport  lifef  but  when  they 
cached  the  ftip,  i^ir  ematiated  countenances  rnadc 
them!  apj*ca/  more  Jike  fpeftres  than  men. 
MN'f1>v*  commodqre  here  difchargecj  all  his  prifoners, 
fpmc  few  ftout  negroes,  rpulattops  ^nd  Indians  px-: 
ceprcii,,  amounting  tp  fifty-feyen,  JThcfe  Spanify 
prffoners  were  furnifhed  with  two^unches,  well 
equipped  with  mafts,  fails,  and  pars,  and  (locked 
wah  pvoyiftons.  for  fourteen  days  *,  and  on  the  6th 
9/  May  1742,  the  Centurion  and  GJoucefter  loft 
fjgtyj;  of  the  high  mpuntains  of  INlexico,  ftancfing 
for  the  Afian  continent. 

*  Every  one  expected  prefently  tQ  fall  in  with  the 
trade  winds,  and  to  proceed  witty  fafety  ind  expe- 
dition  to  the  coaft  of  China;  but  jiptBing  is  Flipr* 
fallacious  than  the  hopes  pf  ffaip.ep.  Sevea 
Weeks  elapfed  withput  meeting  ^ith  thpfe  fetxlfcj 
gales,  on  which  their  well:bein^  and  life  depended, 
Jji  this  time  the  fcurvy  had  agajp  attacked  the  fea- 
rrtcn,  and  was  every  .day  rpakin^  alarming  advances 
yi  both  /hips.   Ax  length,  about  thp  fait?  ral  of 
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June  a  fettled  breeze  began  to  blow  from  the  north- 
eaft,  but  the  Gloucefter  having  loft  her  main-rnaft, 
failed  fo  very  heavily  that  the  Centurion  was  obliged 
to  flacken  fail  m  order  toiceep  her  company,  by 
which  near  a  month  was  loft  in  reaching  the  Lad- 
rones,  and  great  numbers  of  the  fick  perifhed  by 
this  unhappy  delay.  A  ftorm  which  overtook  them 
the  beginning  of  Auguft,  caufed  the  Centurion  to 
ipring  a  leak,  and  reduced  the  Gloucefter  to  little 
better  than  a  Wreck.  As  it  was  no  longer  poffiblc 
to  preferve  the  fhip,  the  commodore,  onthercprs- 
fentation  of  captain  Mitchell  and  his  officers,  ordered 
her  people  on  board  the  Centurion,  and  that  every 
endeavour  fhould  beufed  to  fave  the  ftores,  as  well 
as  the  prize  money  and  valuable  effects,  with  which 
ihe  was  freighted;  but  with  all  their  efforts 
much  of  her  ftores  and  treafure  was  irrecoverable, 
owing  to  the  fickly  condition  of  the  crew,  the  rolling 
of  the  (hip,  and  her  hold  filling  faft  with  water. 
On  the  15th  day  of  Auguft  in  the  evenifig  the  Glou- 
cefter was  fet  on  fire,  and  after  continuing  burning 
the  whole  night,  at  fis  in  the  morning  (he  blew 
up,  about  fo&r  leagues  diftant  from  the  Centu- 
rion. 

On  the  26th  day  of  Augu-ft  they  difcovered  the 
ifland  of  Tinian,  one  bf  the  Lad  rones,  which  fpread 
a  degree  of  joy  not  to  be  defcribed,  as  alrnoft  ever1/ 
one  on  board  defpaired  of  ever  feing  land  again* 
On  approaching  thefhore  they  hoiftcd  Spanifh colours 
with  a  red  flag  at  the  fore-top-maft-head,  in  hopes 
that  by  paffing  for  the  Manilla  galleon,  they  might 
decoy  fbme  of  the  inhabitants  on- board,  from  whom 
they  might  receive  intelligence  relative  to  the 
place,  by  which  to  regulate  their  cohdu£fr.  And 
now  (landing  Tor  the  land  fender  this  appearance, 
the  cutter  was  ditpatcbed  to  find  out  a  proper  birth 
for  the  ftxip,  ithidi  &dn  ftnt  eta  b<fe*d'*Spani*rd 
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.and  four  Indians  they  had  feized  in  a  proa,  coming 
,off  fiiorc  to  meet  the  Centurion,  miftaking  her  for 
the  Manilla  galleon.  The  Spaniard  being  immedi- 
ately examined,  with  regard  to  the  condition  and 
products  of  Tinian,  affured  them,  that  the  ifland 
had  no  inhabitants,  except  twenty-two  Indians,  who 
were  there  occafionally  jerking  beef,  which  when 
loaded  on  board  a  bark  of  fifteen  tons  then  at  an- 
chor near  the  (bore,  was  to  be  fent  to  the  garrifon 
at  Guam,  of  which  he  was  ferjeant :  he  alfo  reported, 
that  it  abounded  with  cocoa-nuts,  lemons,  limes, 
oranges  fwect  and  four,  with  feveral  other  fruits, 
particularly  the  bread-fruit ;  that  hogs,  poultry,  and 
black  cattle  ran  wild  in  it  j  that  the  foil  was  rich, 
plentifully  watered,  and  the  air  good. 

As  they  came  clofer  in  with  the  land,  the  com- 
modore having  fent  the  pinnace  and  cutter  afliore, 
with  fome  men  well  armed  to  feize  the  bark,  and  if 
poflible  the  Indians,  ordered  the  anchor  to  be  let 
go,  and  the  (hip  to  lie  by  for  that  night,  with  her 
fails  furled,  that  her  hands  might  have  fome  repofe 
for  out  of  one  thoufand  men  he  had  brought  from 
England,  he  could  mutter  but  feventy-one,  and 
thefe  fo  feeble  as  to  be  fcarcely  able  to  ftand  to  a 
gun.  The  diminution  of  their  numbers  was  occa- 
fioned  by  the  fcurvy,  which  made  terrible  havock  on 
board  ever.fince  they  left  Chcquctan,  all  the  fur- 
geon's  efforts  to  ftop  it  proving  ineffectual,  though 
the  ihip's  crew  were,  during  the  whole  run,  plenti- 
fully fupplied  with  frelh  provifions  and  good  water. 

The  ingenious  writer  of  commodore  Anfon's  voy- 
age has,  with  the  warmeft  glow  of  colouring,  painted 
the  beauties  and  accommodations  which  united  on 
this  fpot,  but  later  voyagers  who  have  touched  here, 
particularly  Commodore  Byron  and  Mr.Wallis,give  a 
very  different  account  of  the  place. .  This  ifland  lies 
in  the  latitude  of  15  deg.  8  min.  north,  and  longi- 
.  Hide  from  Acapuko  114  deg.  50  min.  weft. 
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By  the  latter  end  of  September  the  fick  were  fur- 
prizingly  recovered,  and  chcarfulnefs  and  fatisfaction 
fucceeded  to  langour  and  defpondency.  The  only 
proper  anchoring  place  for  (hips  of  burden  is  at  the 
fouth  weft  end  of  the  ifland,  which  lies  open  to  the 
eafterly  winds,  and  therefore  at  certain  fcafons  affords 
little  fecurity  for  (hipping,  for  about  the  time  of 
new  moon,  the  wind  (hifting  through  every  point  of 
the  compafs,  blows  with  fuch  impetuofity,  that  the 
ftouteft  cables  cannot  (land  its  force ;  and  this  was 
experienced  by  the  Centurion,  which  notwithftanding 
all  the  care  taken  to  make  her  faft,  was  forced  from 
her  anchors,  and  driven  out  to  fea,  with  fuch  of  the 
men  as  had  well  recovered,  under  the  command  of 
lieutenant  Saumarez,  the  commodore  whow  as  indif- 
poicd  being  then  on  (hore  with  one  hundred  and 
thirteen  of  his  people.  This  misfortune  fell  out  on 
the  twenty- fecond  of  September,  in  a  very  dark 
night,  the  (hip  having  her  (heet  anchor  hanging  at 
one  of  her  cables,  her  (hrouds  loofe,  her  top-mafts 
unrigged,  her  fore  and  main  yards  down,  and  not 
a  gun  lalhed  on  board,  nor  a  port-hole  barred  in. 
She  laboured  for  nineteen  days  before  (he  could  re- 
gain her  birth,  and  even  entirely  defpaired  of  it, 
having  only  one  hundred  and  eight  ot  her  hands, 
on  board,  negroes  and  Indians  included.  The  grief 
of  the  men  left  a(hore,  was  inexpreffible  :  however, 
given  her  up  for  loft,  they  fct  about  enlarging  the 
Spanifh  bark,  having  determined  to  ftcej*  in  her  for 
Macao.  This  refolution  was  fuggefted  by  the  com- 
modore, who  worked  as  hard  in  fitting  out  this  veflel 
as  any  of  his  men.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Gordon, 
a  lieutenant  of  marines,  brought  them  a  refpite  from 
their  inceflant  fatigues,  by  being  the  hrft  to  tell  them, 
that  the  fhip  was  once  again  in  fight,  and  this  news 
was  foon  confirmed  by  her  appearing  in  the  offing ; 
upon  which  a  boat  wid>  eighteen  hands  and  a  large 
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quantity  of  refrefliments  was  immediately  fen t  off  to 
her  afliftance,  and  that  afternoon  fine  was  happily 
brought  to  anchorage  in  the  road,  and  the  commo- 
dore now*  determined  to  ftay  no  longer  than  was 
neceffary  for  completing  their  (lock  of  water.  On 
the  fourteenth  day  of  O&ober  a"  fudden  guffcof  w  ind 
<irove  the  (hip  out  to  fea  again,  fevency  of  her  men 
being  left  afliore,  however  fhe  recovered  the  ifland 
again  on  the  nineteenth,  when  all  hands  being  or- 
dered on  board  with  fuch  a  Tupply  of  water,  fruit,- 
and  refrefliments,  as  could  be  expeditioufly  got  to- 
gether, the  commodore  got  under  fail  for  Macao  in 
China. 

It  was  the  aift  day  of  October,  in  the  evening 
when  they  loft  fmht  of  the  ifland  of  Tinian,  and 
on  the  5th  day  of  November  174?,,  they  made  the 
coaft  of  China,  and  on  the  I3«h,  anchored  in  Macao 
road,,  after  having  fpent  upwards  of  two  years  in  a 
fatiguing  cruife  without  the  leaft  amicable  inter- 
courlc  with  any  civilized  people.  Here  they  met 
with  eleven  European  fliips,  four  of  whom  were 
Englifh,  fo  that  the  intercourfe  with  their  native 
country  was  once  more  renewed  after  fo  long  a  fuf- 
penfion. 

Much  time  was  wafted  ere  the  commodore  could 
obtain  permiflion  from  the  Chinefe  government  to 
repair  his  lhip  and  take  in  a  frefli  fupply  of  (lores. 
As  Europian  fliips  of  war  are  exempted  from  ail 
manner  of  port  charges  in  every  foreign  harbour, 
Mr.  Anfon  thought  it  would  be  derogatory  to  the 
honour  of  hi*  country  to  fubmit  to  pay  the  duties 
ufually  demanded  for  (hipping  in  the  river  of  Can* 
ton,  and  by  his  firmnefs  he  carried  his  point. 
<  On  the  1 9th  day  of  April  1743,  Mr.  Anfon  put 
to  fea,  captain  Saunders  having  taken  his  paflfage  to 
England  on  board  a  Swedifti  (hip,  was  charged  with 
difpatches  from  the  commodore  1  eaptain  MitcheH 
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alfo  with  fame  of  the  officers  embarked  on  board 
fome  of  the  India  company's  fhipi,  but  the  com- 
modore was  determined  not  to  return  home  until- 
he  had  made  another  attempt  to  poffefs  himfelf  of 
the  Manilla  galleon.  For  diis  purpofe  he  had  en- 
tered ^wenty-tnree  men  during  his  ftay  at  Macao, 
the  greateft  part  of  them  Lafcars,  or  Indian  faiiorsr 
and  the  reft  Ducch.  He  gave  out  at  Macao,  that 
he  was  bound  to  Batavia,  and  from  thence  to  Eng- 
land ;  and  though  the  wefterly  monfoon  was  now  fee 
in,  when  that  pufftge  is  confidered  as  impracticable, 
yet  by  the  confidence  he  had  exprefied  in  the  ftrength 
of  his  (hip,  and  the  dexterity  of  his  hands,  he  had 
perfuaded  not  only  his  own  crew,  but -the  people  at 
Macao  like  wile,  that  he  propofed  to  try  this  unu- 
fual  experiment,  fo  that  there  were  many  letters  fent 
on  board  him,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Canton  and 
Macao  for  their  friends  at  Batavia.  But  his  real 
defign  was  of  a  very  different  nature;  for  he  fup- 
poted  that  inftead  of  one  annual  (hip  from  Acapulco 
to  Manilla,  in  all  probability  two  would  fail  trrat 
year,  fince  his  cruifing  off  Acapulco  had  prevented 
one  of  them  from  putting  to  fea  the  preceding  fea- 
fon.  So  far  was  he  from  being  difcouraged  by  his 
former  difaftcrs>  that  he  refolved  again  to  brave  the 
dangers  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  to  cruife  off 
the  ifland  of  Samar,  for  thefe  mips  on  their  re- 
turn, that  being  the  firft  land  they  snake  at  the 
Philippine  iflandsi  and  as  they  generally  arrive  in 
the  month  of  June,  he  was  in  no  doubt  of  reaching 
his  ftation  time  enough  to  intercept  them.  They 
were  indeed  described  as  Aout  veffels,  each  mounting 
forty- four  guns,  and  haying  above  five  hundred 
hands  on  board,  and  they  would  mod  probably  fail 
in  company.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Centurion 
had  no  more  than  two  hundred  and  tw£nty-fcven 
hands  on  board,  of  which  number  near  thirty  were 
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boys  5  but  the  commodore  was  not  difcouraged  by 
this  difproportion  of  ftrengtb,  knowing  that  his  fhip 
was  much  better  fitted  for  a  fea-engagement  than 
theirs,  and  expecting  that  his  men  would  exert 
thcmfelves  in  a  fignal  manner,  when  the  immenfe 
wealth  of  thefc  galleons  was  to  reward  their  va- 
lour. 

The  Centurion  was  no  fooner  clear  of  the  coaft, 
than  the  commodore  fummoned  all  his  people  on 
the  quarter-deck,  and  informed  them  of  his  rcfolu- 
rjon  to  cryife  for  the  two  lylanilla  (hips,  of  whofc 
wealth  they  were  well  apprized.  He  told  them  he 
ihould  choofe  a  ftation  where  he  could  not  fail  of 
meeting  with  them  ;  and  though  they  were  (lout 
Clips  and  full  manned,  yet  if  his  own  people  be- 
haved with  their  accuftomed  ipirit,  he  was  certain  he 
ihould  prove  too  hard  for  them  both,  and  that  one 
of  them  at  leaft  could  not  fail  of  becoming  his 
prize. 

This  information  was  highly  relilhcd  by  the  whole 
crew,  and  Mr.  Anion  had  no  fooner  finifhed  his 
fpeech,  than  they  tclliiied  their  hearty  approbation 
of  ir,  according  to  the  naval  cuftom,  by  three  ftre- 
duous  cheers,  declaring  at  the  fame  time  their  refo- 
lution  to  fucceed  or  perilh,  whenever  the  opportu- 
nity prefented  itfelf.  All  their  former  hopes  now 
revived,  and  they  allured  themfelves  that  the  fpoils 
of  the  enemy  would  at  length  repay  them  for  all 
their  fatigues  and  difappoiniments. 

On  the  31ft  day  of  May  new  ftyle,  they  arrived 
off  the  ifland  of  Samar,  but  they  took  care  not 
fo  approach  fo  near  as  to  be  feen  from  thence.  The 
commodore  determined  to  cruifc  between  the  lati- 
tudes of  12  deg.  50  min.  and  13  deg.  5  min.  Here 
they  remained  in  longing  expectation  of  the  approach 
of  the  enemy  for  a  whole  month,  when  a  general 
tiefpondency  prevailed  from  the  apprcheufions  of 
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mifllng  their  prey.  On  the  20th  day  of  jurie,  old 
ftyle,  at  fun-rife  a  fail  was  difebvered  frorn  the  mall- 
head,  in  the  fouth-eaft  quarter.  At  half  after  feven 
o'clock  fhe  could  be  plainly  feeri  from  the  Centu- 
rion's deck,  with  the  ftandard  of  Spain  flying  at  the 
top-gallant  maft  head,  fhe  bore  down  upon  the  Eng-: 
lifh,  apparently  determined  to  engage  them.  About 
noon  they  were  little  more  than  a  league  afunder, 
when  no  fecond  fhip  appearing,  it  was  concluded 
that  (he  had  been  feparated  from  her  conform 
Mr.  Anfon,  in  the  mean  time,  had  prepared  all 
things  for  an  engagement  on  board  the  Centurion, 
and  had  taken  every  poffible  meafure,  both  for  the 
mod  effectual  exertion  of  his  fmall  ftrength,  and  for1 
the  avoiding  the  confufion  and  tumulr,  too  frequent 
in  actions  of  this  kind.  He  picked  out  about  thirty 
of  his  choiceft  hands  and  belt  markfmen,  whom  he 
diftributed  into  his  tops,  and  who  fully  anfwered  his 
expectation  by  the  fignal  fervices  they  performed. 
As  he  had  not  hands  enough  remaining  to  quarter  a 
fufficient  number  to  each  great  gun,  in  the  cuftomary 
manner,  he,  therefore,  on  his  lower  tire,  fixed  only 
two  men  to  each  gun,  who  were  to  be  folely  employed 
in  loding  it,  whilft  the  reft  of  his  people  were  divided : 
into  different  gangs  of  ten  or  twelve  men  each,  who 
were  continually  moving  about  the  decks,  to  run  out 
and  fire  fuch  guns  as  were  loaded.  By  this  manage- 
ment, he  was  enabled  to  make  ufe  of  all  his  guns ; 
and,  inftead  of  whole  broad  fides,  with  intervals  be- 
tween them,  he  kept  up  a  conftant  fire  without  in- 
termifllon  ;  whence  he  doubted  not  to  procure  very 
fignal  advantages  j  for  it  is  common  with  the  Spa- 
niards to  fall  down  upon  the  decks,  when  they  fee  a 
broad- fide  preparing,  and  to  continue  in  that  pof- 
ture  till  it  is  given;  after  which  they  rife  again, and, 
presuming  the  danger  to  be  for  fome  time  over, 
work  their  gun*,  and  fire  with  great  briflcnefs,  till 

another* 
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another  broad-fide  is  ready  ?  but  the  firing  gun  by 
gun,  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  commodore* 
rendered  this  pra&ice  of  theirs  impoflible. 
.  The  Centurion  being  thus  prepared,  and  nearing 
the  galleon  apace,  there  happened  a  little  after  noon* 
feveral  fqualls  of  wind  and  rain*  which  often  ob- 
icured  her  from  their  fight}  bur,  whenever  it, 
cleared  up,  they  observed  her  refolutely  lying  to. 
Towards  one  o'clock,  the  Centurion  hoifted  her 
broad  pendant  and  colours,  fbe  being  then  within 
gun --(hot  of  the  enemy ;  and  the  commodore  per- 
ceiving the  Spaniards  to  have  neglc&ed  clearing 
their  (hip  till  that  time,  as  he  faw  them  throwing 
overboard  cattle. and  lumber,  he  gave  orders  to  fire 
upon  them  with  the  chafe-guns,  to  diftwb  them  in 
their  work,  and  prevent  them  fronh  completing  it, 
though  bis  general  directions  had  bten  not  to  en- 
gage before  they  were  within  piftol  (hot.  The  gal- 
ipot* rcEtor ned  the  fire  with  two  of  her  fterri-chafei 
and  the  Centurion  getting  her  fprit-  fail  -yard  fore  and 
aft  that  if  neceflary,  ibe  might  be  ready  for  boarding, 
the  Spaniards  in  a  bravado  rigged  their  fprit- fail-yard 
fore  and  aft  likewkfe.  Soon  aftcr^  the  Centurion  came 
a- bread  ofthe enemy  within piftoUfiiot,  keepingtothe 
leeward  of  them,  with  a  view  of  preventing  their  put-* 
ting  before  the  wind,  and  gaining  the  port  of  Jala  pay, 
from  which  they  w.ere  about  feven  leagues  diitant: 
and  now  the  engagement  began  in  earneft,  and,  for 
the  fkft  half  hour,  Mr.  Anion  oveMeaehed  the  gal- 
leon, and  Uy  on  her  bowj  where,  by  the  great 
wdenefc  of  hi&potts^  he  could  traverfe  almoft  all  bis 
guns  upon  the  enemy,  whilft  the  galleon  could  only 
briog  part  of  hers  to  bear.  Immediately  on  the  com- 
mencement -of  the  action*  the  mats,  with  which  the  gal- 
leon had  fluffed  her  nettings  took  fine*  and  burnt  vio- 
lently?, bkzing  up  &alf  as  highr  as  the  mizen  topu 
This, accident  fuppo&d  to  be.cwfcd  by  the:  Ceo- 
auriOaV.wads,  threw  the  enemy  into  the  utmoft  ter- 
ror, 
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ror,  and  alfo  alarmed  the  commodore;  for  he  feared 

f  left  che  galleon  Ihould  be  burnt,  and  left  he  himfelf 

coo  might  fuffer  by  her  driving  on  board  him  :  how- 
ever, the  Spaniards  at  laft  freed  themfelves  from 
the  fire,  by  cutting  away  the  netting,  and  tumbling 
the  whole  mafs,  which  was  in  flames>  into  the  fea. 
All  this  interval,  the  Centurion  kept  her  firft  advan- 
tageous pofition,  firing  her  cannon  with  great  regu- 
larity and  brifknefs ;  whilft  at  the  fame  time  the  ga- 
lleon's decks  lay  open  to  her  top-men,  who,  having 

^  at  their  firft  volley  driven  the  Spaniards  from  their 

fops,  made  prodigious  havock  with  their  fmalt 
arms,  killing  or  wounding  every  officer  but  one  that 
appeared  on  the  quarter-deck,  and  wounding  in  par- 
ticular the  general  of  the  galleon  himfelf.  Thus  the 

w  action  proceeded  for  at  leaft  half  an  hour;  but  when 

the  Cenrurion  loft  the  fuperiority  arifing  from  her 
original  fituation,  and  was  clofe  along-fidc  the  gal- 
Icon,  and  the  enemy  continued  to  fire  brrfkly  for 
near  an  hour  longer  $  yet  even  in  this  pofture  the 
commodore's  grape-jhot  fwept  their  decks  fo  effec-' 
Cually,  and  the  number  of  their  flain  and  wounded 
became  fo  confideraWe,  that  they  began  to  fall  into 
great  diforder,  efpecialry  as  the  general,  who  was 
the  life  of  the  aAton,  was  no  longer  capable  of  ex- 
erting himfelf.  Their  confufion  was  vifible  from  on 
board  the  Commodore >  for  the  (hips  were  fo  near, 
that  fome  of  the  Spanifh  officers  were  feen  running 
about  with  much  affiduiry,  to  prevent  the  defertion 
of  their  men  from  their  quarters :  but  ail  their  en- 
deavours were  in  vain  \  for  after  having,  as  a  laft 
effort,  fired  five  or  fix  guns  with  more  judgment 
than  ufaal,,  they  yielded  up  the  conteft ;  and  the 

j  galleon's  colours  being  figned  off  the  enfign-ftaff  ia 

the  beginning  of  the  engagement,  fhe  ftruck  the 
ttandard  at  her  main-top- gallant  maft-head;  the  per- 
ibn  who  was  employed  to  perform  this  office  having 
been  in  imminent  peril  of  being  killed,  had  not  the 

com* 
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commodore,  who  perceived  what  he  was  about, 
given  exprels  orders  to  his  people  to  defift  from 
firing. 

The  tranfports  of  the  Centurion's  people  on  being  ! 
matters  of  fo  rich  a  prize  were  unbounded.  The  1 
fpecie  which  (he  had  on  board  amounted  to  near  a 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars  The  name  of  this  ! 
prize  .was  Noftra  Signora  de  Cabadonga,  having  on 
board  five  hundred  and  fifty  men,  with  thirty-fix 
guns  mounted  for  action,  befides  twenty-eight  pat- 
teraroes,  each  of  which  carried  a  four  pound  ball. 
She  was  commanded  by  general  don  Geronimo  de 
Mentero,  a  Portuguefe.  In  the  action  fifty-eight 
of  her  men  were  killed  and  eighty-four  wounded, 
among  the  latter  of  whom  was  the  general.  The 
(laughter  on  board  the  galleon  was  chiefly  owing  to 
the  thirty  picked  men  with  fmall  arms,  who  were  di- 
ftributed  before  the  engagement  among  the  flirouds, 
who  having  been  long  pra&ifed  in  (hooting  marks, 
did  execution  with  every  (hot  they  fired.  On  board 
the  Centurion  only  two  were  killed,  and  a  lieutenant, 
and  fixteen  wounded,  one  of  whom  died.  This 
difparity  in  the  lofs  on  board  the  two  (hips,  proves 
the  indefatigable  pains  that  Mr.  Anfon  had  taken 
to  render  his  men  expert  in  the  ufe  of  their  arms ; 
and  to  this  habitual  training  his  fuccefs  may  be  at- 
tributed. 

The  commodore  immediately  appointed  his  prize 
a  poft  (hip  in  his  majefty's  fcrvice,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Mr.  Saumarcz,  firft  lieutenant  of  the  Cen- 
turion, and  after  taking  proper  meafures  for  fe-  t 
curing  the  prifoners,  which  were  double  his  num- 
ber of  men,  he  (leered  back  for  the  river  of  Canton,  t 
and  on  the  12th  of  July,  came  once  more  off  the 
city  of  Macao.    Soon  after  their  arrival  here,  they 

*  About  337tS°°l*  fterling* 
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were  vifited  by  a  cuftom-houfe  officer,  who^  upon 
taking  an  inventory  of  the  guns,  ammunition,  and 
men  on  board,  feemed  extremely  furprized  at  the 
mention  of  four  hundred  firelocks  and  near  as  many 
barrels  of  powder, adding,  that  he  dared  not  fet  dowrt 
fuch  force,  left  the  regency  fhould  be  alarmed  for 
that  no  (hips  fo  armed  had  ever  entered  the  river  of 
Canton  before. 

After  a  few  days  were  elapfed,  and  Mr.  Anfon 
had  brought  his  fhips  farther  up  the  river,  he  dif- 
patched  his  fecond  lieutenant  to  Canton,  with  a  let- 
ter to  the  viceroy,  requefting  a  proper  fupply  of 
provifions,  and  propofing  to  pay  his  excellency  a 
vifit.  A  meflage  in  anfwer  to  this  letter  was  brought 
by  three  mandarins,  granting  the  neceflary  fupply  of 
provifions,  and  at  the  fame  time  entreating  him  to 
poftpone  his  vifit  till  the  weather  (hould  become 
more  moderate,  and  requefting  as  a  favour  that  the- 
Spanifti  prifoners  (hould  be  fet  at  liberty,  left  the 
emperor,  upon  receiving  intelligence  of  his  allies  be- 
ing in  confinement  in  his  dominions,  mould  refent 
it  i  and  at  the  fame  time  obferving,  that  a  compli- 
ance with  this  rcqueft  would  be  considered  as  a  great 
favour  conferred  on  his  excellency. 

Mr.  Anfon  confented  to  reftore  his  prifoners  to 
their  liberty  after  fome  hefkatibn,  made  on  purpofc  to 
enhance  the  obligation;  but  when  the  mandarin 
came  to  talk  of  the  duties  ufually  paid  by  (hips, 
Mr.  Anfon  cut  him  fhort,  by  pofitively  declaring 
that  he  would  not  fubmit  to  pay  any,  this  ordinance 
relating  only  to  trading  veffels  5  and  as  he  intended 
neither  to  fell  nor  buy,  he  did  not  imagine  the  em- 
peror's orders  could  affect  him.  The  prifoners  were 
loon  put  on  board  two  junks,  fent  from  Canton  for 
that  purpofe ;  and  the  report  they  made  of  Mr.  An- 
fon's  humanity,  who  was  glad  to  get  rid  of  them, 
Jiad  a  very  good  effect  on  the  Chineie  in  his  favour. 

Vol.  IV.  G  g  Endlefr 
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Endlefs  were  the  artifices,  frauds,  and  extortions  prac- 
tifed  by  this  interefted  race  on  the  commodore  anc] 
his  people,  from  the  time  of  his  coming;  into  the 
fiver  Canton  in  July  to  the  thirteenth  of  October, 
when  being  difappointed  of  a  quantity  of  bifcuit  ana 
other  provifions  that  had  been  promifed  him,  he  de- 
termined in  perfon  to  vifit  the  viceroy  at  his  capital, 
taking  fuch  effectual  meafures  for  fecuring  the  Cen- 
turion and  her  treafure,  from  all  the  machinations  of 
thefe  treacherous  people,  that  they  durft  not  during 
his  abfence  attempt  a-ny  thing  to  his  difadvantage. 

Leaving  captain  Brett  to  command  the  (hip,  Mr. 
Anfon  embarked  on  board  his  own  boat  for  Canton, 
rowed  by  eighteen,  of  his  hands,  who  were  dreffed  in 
an  uniform  of  fcarlet  jackets,  blue  filk  waiftioats, 
caps  of  the  fame  fluff  trimmed  with  filver  buttons, 
and  filver  badges  ;  being  accompanied  by  the  fuper- 
cargoes  of  the  Englifh,  Swedifh,  and  Danifh  fhips, 
and  befides  his  own  boats  were  thofe  of  all  the  trad- 
wig  veflels ;  fo  that  his  retinue  made  a  very  grand 
appearance.  In  his:  paffage  he  was  faluted  by  al] 
the  European  fhips,  (thpfc  of  the  French  only 
excepted)  then,  lying  at  Wampo,  the  ufual  place  of 
mooring. 

While  Mr.  Anfon  remained  in  this  city,  a  fire  hap- 
pened to  breakout,  which  very  likely  would  have 
proved  the  deftruftion  of  the  whole  place,  (fuch  was 
the  ignorance  of  the  Chinefe  on  this  occafion)  had 
not  Mr.  Anion's  men  exerted  themfclyes  in  extin- 
guilhing  it :  for  which  he  received  the  thanks  of  the 
merchants  and  principal  people  of  Canton. 

The  provifions  and  ltores  bring  at  length  put  on 
board  the  Centurion  and  her  prize,  on  the  7th  day 
of  December  they  unmoored  and  ftood  down  the 
river,  and  on  the  12th  day  of  December  anchored 
before  the  town  of  Macao.  Here  Mr.  Anfon  fold 
the  galleon  to  the  merchants  for  fix  thoufand  dol- 
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lars  *.  Mr.  Anfon  had  learnt  enough  from  the 
Englifh  at  Canton  to  conjecture,  that  the  war  with 
Spain  was  ftill  continued;  and  that  probably  the 
French  might  engage  in  the  affiftance  of  Spain 
before  he  could  arrive  in  Great  Britain  j  and  there* 
fore,  knowing  that  no  intelligence  could  come  to 
Europe  of  the  prize  he  had  taken,  and  the  treafure 
he  had  on  boards  till  the  return  of  the  merchantmen 
from  Canton,  he  was  refolved  to  make  all  poffible 
expedition  in  getting  back*  that  he  might  be  him- 
felf  the  flrit  meffenger  of  his  own  good  fortune,  and 
mi^ht  thereby  prevent  the  enemy  from  forming  any 
projects  to  intercept  him  :  for  thefe  reafons,  he,  to 
avoid  all  delay,  accepted  of  the  fum  offered  for  the 
galleon  j  and  fhe  being  delivered  to  the  merchants 
the  15th  of  December,  1743,  the  Centurion,  the 
fame  day,  got  under  fail,  on  her  return  to  England. 
On  the  3d  of  January,  fhe  came  to  anchor  at  Prince'a 
Ifland  in  the  ftraits  of  Sunda1  and  continued  there 
Wooding  and  watering  till  the  8th  j  when  fhe  weighed 
and  flood  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  where,  on 
the  1  ith  of  March,  fhe  anchored  in  Table-bay. 

Here  the  commodore  continued  till  the  beginning 
of  April,  highly  delighted  with  the  place,  which, 
by  its  extraordinary  accommodations,  the  heal- 
th in efs  of  its  air,  and  the  pidturefque  appearance 
of  the  country,  the  whole  enlivened  too  by  the 
addition  cf  a  civilized  colony,  was  not  difgraced  on 
a  companion  with  the  vallies  of  Juan  Fernandes 
and  the  lawns  of  Tinian.  During  his  fhy,  he  en- 
tered about  forty  new  men  j  and  having,  by  the  3d 
of  April,  I744i  compleated  his  water  and  provifion, 
he,  on  that  day  weighed  and  put  to  fea.  The  19th 
of  April  they  faw  the  ifland  of  St.  Helena,  which, 
however,  they  did  not  touch  at,  but  ftood  on  their 

*  1350I.  fterling. 
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way  j^d,  arriving  in  foundings  about  the  beginning 
of  June,  chey  on  the  ioth  of  that  month  fpoke  with 
an  Englim  (hip  bound  for  Philadelphia,  from  whom 
they  received  the  firft  intelligence  of  -a  French  war. 
By  the  1 2th  of  June  they  got  fight  of  the  Lizard; 
and  the  15th  in  the  evening,  to  their  infinite  joy, 
they  came  fafe  to  an  anchor  at  Spithead.  But,  that 
the  fignal  perils,  which  had  fo  often  threatened  them 
in  the  preceding  part  of  the  enterprife,  might  pur- 
fue  them  to  the  very  laft,  Mr.  An  Ton  learnt,  on  his 
arrival,  that  there  was  a  French  fleet  of  considerable 
force  cruifing  in  the  chops  of  the  channel,  which, 
from  the  account  of  their  pofuion,  he  found  the 
'  Centurion  had  ran  through,  and  had  been  all  the  time 
concealed  by  a  fog  *. 

Thus  was  completed  an  expedition,  which  from 
the  various  incidents  which  befel  thofe  concerned  in 
it,  the  fpirit  and  judgment  difplayed  in  conducting 
it,  the  length  of  its  continuance,  and  the  glorious 
fucctfs  with  which  it  was  finally  crowned,  is  unpar- 
ralleled  in  the  naval  hiftory  of  the  world.  The 
events  and  itfue  of  this  voyage  prove  what  may  be 
atchieved  by  fteady  perfeverance  and  unabating  ex- 
ertions ;  at  the  fame  time  they  (hew  that  it  is  not 
in  human  power  to  command  fuccefs  j  fortune  muft 
be  propitious,  or  the  beft  concerted  plans  will  fail. 
It  was  uncommon  fpirit  in  the  commander,  that 
prompted  him  to  fail  from  the  port  of  Canton  in 
queft  of  the  Manilla  (hips  ;  but  it.  was  his  good  for- 
tune that  threw  one  or  them  in  his  way,  when  all 
hopes' of  meeting  her  had  well  nigh  vaniflred.  Had 
he  made  an  unfuccefsful  cruife,  (and  the  probability 
was  at  leaft  as  great  on  that  fide,)  he  would  have 
found  the  Britifh  miniftry  as  well  as  the  nation,  lit* 
tie  difpofed  to  applaud  either  his  courage  or  his  con- 

*  Aiifoa'i  voyage,  by  Walter. 
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dud.  Near  four  years  fpent  in  a  fruitlefs  expedi- 
tion j  a  fixty  gun  fhip  and  two  (loops  loft;  three 
fourths  of  the  men  that  were  fent  out  perifhing  at 
fea,  would  have  been  bad  teftimonials  of  the  com- 
mander's merits :  but  no  fooner  was  the  wealth  of 
Spain  feized,  than  the  government  and  the  people 
united  in  the  praifes  of  the  intrepid  and  inflexible 
Anfon,  and  he  became  the  oracle  of  the  (late  in  all 
naval  bufinefs.  So  little  does  intrinfic  merit  capti- 
vate mankind  and  fo  much  docs  the  glare  of  fuc- 
cefs  extort  admiration ! 

On  the  4th  day  of  July  the  treafure  taken  on 
board  the  galleon,  paffed  through  the  city  of  Lon- 
don in  thirty-two  waggons,  being  conveyed  from* 
Portfmouth  to  the  Tower.  It  was  guarded  by  the 
ihip's  crew,  which  formed  a  motley  group,  corrn 
pofed  of  many  nations,  and  preceded  by  the  offi^ 
cers,  with  fwords  drawn,  mufic  playing,  and  colour* 
flying,  particularly  the  Spanifli  colours  taken  in  the 
prize  *. 

It  will  now  be  neceflary  to  go  back  fome  months, 
in  order  to  take  notice  of  the  objects  which  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  parliament.  The  houfe  of 
commons  voted  fix  millions  and  a  half  for  the  fervice 
of  1744,  befides  three  millions  and  a  half  paid  to 
the  finking  fund  in  perpetual  taxes  $  fo  that  th* 
year's  fupplies  amounted  to  ten  millions.  The  funds 
eftablimed  for  the  annual  charge,  were  the  land  and 
malt-taxes ;  one  million  paid  by  the  Eaft-  India 
Company  for  a  renewal  of  their  charter ;  one  million 
two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  by  annuities ;  one 

*  On  this  occafion  the  following  lines  appeared  in  the  Gentleman** 
Magazine  : 

No  more  proud  Rome  thy  ancient  trophies  boaft, 
The  conquer \J  country,  and  the  capnv'd  huit 
Thy  fierce  ambition  Afia,  Afric  knew; 
But  round  the  globe  thy  eagles  never  tiew. 
Thro*  ev'ry  clime  it  Albion's  thunder  lurid, 
And  Anion's  fpoili  arc  from  a  tribute  World. 
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million  from  the  finking  fundi  fix-and-thirty  thou- 
sand pounds  from  the  evinage;  and  fix  hundred! 
thoufand  pounds  by  a  lottery  j  an  expedient  which 
had  been  for  fome  time  annually  repeated,  and  which, 
in  a  great  meafure,  contributed  to  debauch  the  mo-, 
rals  of  the  people,  by  introducing  a  fpirit  of 
gaming,  deftru&ive  of  all  induftry  and  virtue  *. 
And  here  we  may  remark  the  change  of  temper  in 
parliaments  fince  the  days  of  queen  Anne.  When 
Great-Britain  then  waged  war  again  ft  Spain  and 
France,  every  neglect  or  mifcarriage  in  naval  affairs 
was  made  a  fubject  for  parliamentary  enquiry  ;  and 
both  minifters  and  commanders  were  made  ienfible* 
that  they  flood  accountable  to  the  people  for  their 
conduft.  At  the  time  we  are  treating  of,  when  the 
mifcarriages  in  the  Weft-Indies  had  tarnilhed  the 
glory  of  the  Britifti  arms;  when  the  myftery  in 
which  thele  tranfaclions  were  involved  could  only 
be  unravelled  by  the  authority  and  wifdom  of  parli- 
ament, and  the  voice  of  the  nation  called  aloud  for 
an  enquiry  into  the  true  caufes  of  national  difgrace, 
ftill  the  houfe  of  commons  fat  fupine,  every  fefllon: 
liberally  voting  frefh  fupplies,  but  withdrawing  their 
attention  to  their  application  and  ufes.  Not  that 
the  fpirit  of  oppofition  to  the  miniftcr  was  laicf 
afleep,  but  it  failed  to  exert  itfelf  on  the  moft  eften- 
tial  national  queftions.  Indeed,  party  contentions 
were  carried  on  with  fuch  violence,  that  the  French 
rniniftry  concluded  the  nation  to  he  ripe  for  a 
revolt;  and  this  opinion  was  corroborated  by  the 
aflcrtions  of  the  jacobites,  whofe  ftrong  prejudices, 
and  warm  imaginations,  made  them  fee  every  thing 
through  the  medium  of  paflion  and  party  ;  whence 
they  informed  the  court  of  Verfailles,  that  if  the* 
chevalier  de  St.  George,  or  his  eldeft  6n  Charles 

•  Smollett's  Hiftory  of  England,  Vol.  XI.  p.  164. 
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Edward,  fhould  appear  at  the  head  of  a  French 
army  in  Great- Britain,  a  revolution  in  his  favour 
would  inftantiy  follow.  This  intimation  was  agree* 
able  to  cardinal  de  Tencin,  who,  upon  the  death  of 
cardinal  Fleury,  which  happened  this  year,  had  be- 
come prime- minifter  of  France.  He  concerted 
rneafures  with  the  chevalier  de  St.  George  at  Rome; 
who,  being  too  much  advanced  in  years  to  engage 
in  fuch  an  expedition,  agreed  to  delegate  his  preten* 
fions  and  authority  to  his  fon  Charles. 

The  French  king  appointed  count  Saxe  com-, 
tnander  of  the  troops  defigned  for  this  expedition, 
which  amounted  to  fifteen  thouLind  men,  and  were 
to  be  landed  under  convoy  of  a  Meet  equipped  ac 
Breft,  commanded  by  M.  de  RoquefeuiUe,  an  ex- 
perienced officer. 

The  chevalier  de  St.  George  is  faid  to  have  re-* 
quired  the  perfonal  fervice  of  the  duke  of  Ormond, 
who  excufed  himfelf  on  account  of  his  advanced  age : 
be  that  as  it  may,  prince  Charles  departed  from 
Rome  about  the  end  of  December,  in  the  difguife 
of  a  Spaniih  courier,  attended  by  one  fervant  only, 
and  furniflied  with  paflports  from  cardinal  Aquaviva. 
He  travelled  through  Tufcany  to  Genoa,  from 
whence  he  proceeded  to  Savona,  where  he  em- 
barked at  Antibes,  and  profceuting  his  journey  to 
Paris,  was  admitted  to  a  private  audience  of  the 
French  king ;  after  which  he  fat  out  incognito  for 
the  coaft  of  Picardy.    The  Britifli  miniftry  were 
foon  apprized  of  this  proceeding,  which  left  them 
no  room  to  doubt  concerning  the  deftination  of  the 
armaments  prepared  at  the  ports  of  France.  Mr, 
Tbompfon,  the  Englifh  refident  at  Paris,  was  di- 
rected to  remonftrate  to  the  French  miniilry,  on  the 
violation  of  thofe  treaties  by  which  the  pretender  to 
jhe  crown  of  Great-  Britain  was  excluded  from  the 
ferritories  of  France  :  but  fuch  complaints  were  no- 
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thing  more  than  matters  of  form \  the  defigns  of 
the  French  court  were  too  plainly  underftood,  to 
fuppofe  that  it  would  recede  from  the  meafures  it 
had  taken. 

The  French  admiral  failed  from  Brefl:  in  January 
1744,  directing  his  courfe  up  the  Englifh  channel, 
with  twenty  (hips  of  war.  They  were  immediately 
difcovered  by  an  Englifh  cruizer,  which  ran  into 
Plymouth. ;  and  intelligence  being  conveyed  by 
land  to  the  admiralty,  Sir  John  Norris  was  ordered 
to  take  the  command  of  the  fquadron  at  Spithead, 
with  which  he  failed  round  to  the  Downs  ;  where, 
being  joined  by  fome  lhips  of  the  line  from  Chatham, 
he  found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  larger  fleet  than 
that  of  the  enemy. 

Several  regiments  now  marched  to  the  fbuthern 
coalt  of  England  $  the  forts  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Thames  and  the  Med  way  were  put  in  a  pofture  of 
defence;  and  the  militia  of  Kent  aflembled.  On 
the  15  th  of  February,  the  king  fent  a  meflage  to 
both  houfes  of  parliament,  intimating  the  arrival  of 
the  pretender's  fon  in  France,  and  the  appearance 
of  a  French  fleet  in  the  Englifti  channel.  In  return, 
they  joined  in  an  addrefs,  in  which  they  declared 
their  indignation  and  abhorrence  of  the  defign  in 
favour  of  a  popifli  pretender  ;  and  allured  his  ma- 
jefty,  that  with  the  utmoft  zeal  and  unanimity,  they 
would  take  fuch  meafures  as  would  enable  him  to 
fruftrate  and  defeat  fo  infblcnt  an  attempt.  Ad- 
drefies  of  the  fame  kind  were  prefented  by  the  city 
of  London,  both  univerfities,  the  principal  towns 
of  Great-Britain,  the  clergy,  the  diflenting  minifters, 
and  the  quakers.  Six  thoufand  auxiliaries,  which  the 
States-General  were  obliged  by  treaty  to  furnifti  on 
fuch  an  occafion,  were  demanded,  and  granted  with 
great  alacrity  and  expedition.  The  earl  of  Stair 
now  offered  his  fervices  to  the  government,  and  was 

re-invefte.4 
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re-invefted  in  the  chief  command  of  the  forces  of 
Great-Britain.  His  example  was  followed  by-  fe- 
veral  noblemen  of  the  firft  rank ;  arid  orders  were 
fent  to  bring  over  fix  thoufand  of  the  Britifli  troops 
from  Flanders.  His  majefty  was  again  addrdTed 
by  parliament  to  augment  his  forces  by  fea  and 
land :  the  habeas-corpus  act  was  iufpended  for  fix 
months  ;  and  a  proclamation  was  i (fried  for  putting 
the  laws  in  execution  againft  papifts  and  non-jurors. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  preparations  againft  Eng- 
land were  carried  on  at  Dunkirk  and  Boulogne, 
under  the  eye  of  the  young  pretender ;  and  feven 
thoufand  men  were  embarked.  M.  de  Roque- 
feuille  failed  from  Breft,  and  proceeded  up  the  chan- 
nel as  far  as  Dungenefs,  on  the  coau  of  Kent; 
whence  he  detached  five  fhips  to  haft  en  the  em- 
barkation at  Dunkirk :  but  on  the  24th  of  February, 
Sir  John  Norris,  with  the  Britifli  fleet,  doubling 
the  fouth  foreland,  though  the  wind  was  againft  him, 
took  the  opportunity  or  the  tide  to  endeavour  to 
come  up  with  the  French ;  but  the  tide  failing,  he 
was  obliged  to  anchor  two  leagues  fliort  of  the 
enemy.  1  he  French  admiral  refolving  to  avoid  an 
engagement,  fet  fail  at  fun-fet,  for  the  place  from 
whence  he  came,  in  which  he  was  favoured  by  a 
Very  hard  gale  of  wind,  which  at  once  faved  the 
French  fleet,  and  entirely  difconcerted  their  defigrt 
of  invading  England  j  for  many  of  their  tranfports 
were  driven  alhorc  and  deftroyed,  and  the  reft  To  da- 
maged, that  they  could  not  be  fpeedily  rep  tired. 
The  pretender  being  thus  difappoinced,  refoived  to 
wait  for  a  more  favourable  opportunity. 

The  French  king  no  longer  preferved  any  mea- 
fures  with  the  court  of  London.  The  Britiih  resi- 
dent at  Paris  was  given  to  underftand  that  a  dec!  .* 
tion  of  war  muft  enfue;  and  this  was  a<ftm'!<  pub- 
lifhed  on  the  20th  day  of  March,    it  charred  t  e 
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king  of  Great  Britain  with  having  diffracted  the  court 
of  Vianna,  from  entertaining  any  thoughts  of  an  ac- 
commodation* with  having  infringed  the  convention 
of  Hanover  j  wkh  having  exercifed  piracy  on  the 
fabjects  of  France,  and  even  blocked  up  the  har- 
bour of  Toulon.  On  the  31ft  day  of  the  fame 
month,  a  like  denunciation  of  war  againft  France  was 
publifhed  at  London,  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the 
people. 

In  this  declaration  the  French  king  is  charged 
with  having  violated  his  folemn  engagements  in  the 
guaranty  of  the  pragmatic  fanction  given  by  him  in 
the  year  1738,  in  confideration  of  the  ceflion  of 
Lorrain  :  with  having  given  encouragement  and 
fupport  to  the  Spaniards  whilft  at  war  with  Great 
Britain,  contrary  to  every  principle  of  good  faith  ; 
and  with  having  concerted  meafures  with  Spain  for 
atacking  a  principal  fettlement  pofleffed  by  the  Eng- 
lifh  in  America,  the  fulleft  proof  of  which  was  ob- 
tained by  a  duplicate  of  the  order  dated  the  7th  of 
October  1740,  having  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the 
commander  in  chief  of  the  Britifh  fleet  in  the  Weft 
Indies  5  whilft  at  the  fame  time  the  ftrongeft  aflur- 
ances  were  given  by  the  court  of  France  of  their 
friendly  difpofition.  It  farther  charges  that  power 
with  having  continued  the  fame  offenfive  conduct  in 
the  Mediterranean  in  the  year  1741,  in  joining  and 
protecting  the  (hips  of  Spain  when  the  Englifh  fleet 
was  preparing  to  attack  them,  with  breach  of  treaties 
in  repairing  the  fortifications  and  erecting  new  works 
at  Dunkirk;  in  admitting  the  fon  of  the  pretender 
to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  into  the  dominions  of 
France  ;  in  fending  a  fquadron  of  French  (hips  into 
the  Channel  in  order  to  favour  a  defcent  on  England : 
and  it  concludes  with  difavowing  all  the  charges 
brought  againft  the  king  of  Great  Britain  in  tho 
French  declaration. 
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We  fhall  now  take  a  view  of  the  mod  important 
commercial  events  which  took  place  during  this 
period. 

The  continental  colonies  in  Americahaving  greatly 
iocpeafed  in  population,  trade,  and  o  ulence,  many 
fchemes  were  formed  in  different  parts  of  that  ex- 
tenfive  coaft  for  fupplying  a  want  of  a  medium  in 
trade,  by  fetting  up  a  bank  on  land  fecurity :  the 
(lock  of  which  bank  to  be  raifed  by  public  fub- 
fcriptions  for  large  fums  of  money,  of  which  fmall 
proportions  were  to  be  paid  in  from  time  to  time 
by  each  fubfcriber  j  thele  banks  were  to  be  managed 
by  directors,  treafurers,  and  other  officers,  and  divi- 
dends to  be  made  of  the  profits  arifing.  The  company 
fo  formed  were  to  iffue  bills  which  each  individual 
fubfcriber  was  to  engage  to  take  in  payment;  and  at 
the  expiration  of  twenty  years  the  holders  of  thefe 
bills  were  to  be  paid  their  value  in  manufactures.  By 
an  act  of  the  fixth  George  I.  cap.  17,  all  fuch 
aflbciations  and  partnerfhips  were  made  illegal,  but 
the  projectors  pleaded  that  the  operation  of  the  act 
did  not  reach  to  America.  The  legislature  not 
choofing  to  reft  the  matter  cm  the  aft  of  parliament 
then  exifting,  (which  without  queftion  was  com- 
petent to  fupprefs  all  fuch  fchemes)  pafTed  another 
law  in  1741  *  for  reftraining  and  preventing  ftveral 
unwarrantable  fchemes  and  undertakings  in  his 
majcfty's  colonies  and  plantations  in  America, 
whereby  the  former  act  and  every  part  thereof,  was 
explained  to  extend  to  Britifh  America,  and  the 
contravenes  were  made  liable  to  the  like  fines, 
puni  foments,  &c.  to  be  tried  in  the  king's  court  in 
America. 

The  value  of  the  paper  currency  of  the  American 
Cpntinental  colonies  at  this  time  was  as  follows,  viz. 

*  14  George  II. 
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New  England  (i.  e.  principally  the  Maflachufet's 

bay)   Connecticut,  Rhode   Ifland,    and  New 

Hampfliire       —  S2S£-  currency 

New  York          —  160 

The  Jerfeys         —  160 

Pennfylvania       —  170 

Maryland  « —  200, 

North  Carolina    —  1,400 

South  Carolina     — f  800 


for  iool. 
►fterling 
money*. 


It  was  computed  that  in  the  year  1740,  about 
200  Britilh  (hips  were  annually  and  conftantly  em- 
ployed in  the  tobacco  trade  with  the  two  colonies 
of  Virginia  and  Maryland  ;  the  proportion  of  which 
was  eighty  or  ninety  fail  for  Virginia,  and  about 
one  hundred  and  ten,  or  one  hundred  and  twenty 
for  Maryland.  Of  thefc  (hips  fuch  as  traded  to  the 
out  ports  of  Great  Britain,  were  generally  of  lefs 
burden  than  thofe  from  the  port  of  London.  In 
thefc  (hips  it  was  computed  that  thirty  thoufand 
hogfheads  of  tobacco  were  annually  imported,  eigh- 
teen thoufand  of  which  were  brought  home  in  the 
London  (hips  \. 

The  incrtule  of  the  linen  manufacture  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland  was  at  this  time  a(loni(hingly 
great.  It  has  been  aflerted  that  at  the  revolutiDn 
Ireland  did  not  export  to  the  value  of  fix  thoufand 
pounds  in  linens,  whereas  the  exportations  at  this 
time  amounted  annually  to  fix  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  J. 

In  the  month  of  Auguft  1740  the  fale  of  the 
French  Eaft  India  company's  merchandize  at  Pore 
I/Orient  amounted  to  twenty-two  millions  of  li- 
vns  or  nine  hundred  and  fixty-two  thoufand  five 
hundred  pounds  fteriing,  which   fufficicntly  de 

*  Anderfon  on  Commeice,  Vol.  II.  p.. 366.      f  Idem.       J  Idem. 
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monftrates  the  vaft  increafe  of  that  company's  com- 
merce to  Eaft-India. 

In  confideration  of  a  million  of  money  advanced 
to  government  at  three  per  cent,  intereft,  the  Eng- 
lifti  Eaft-India  company  obtained  fourteen  years 
farther  term  to  be  added  to  the  charter  which  they 
then  held.  They  were  empowered  to  borrow  money 
on  their  common  feal,  by  creating  a  million  of  new 
bonds  at  three  per  cent,  intereft,  fo  that  the  entire 
debt  thenceforth  due  by  the  public  to  this  company 
was,  four  million  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and 
the  exclufive  right  of  carrying  trade  was  extended 
to  three  years  notice  to  be  given  by  parliament 
^fcer  Lady-day  1780. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  III. 


^the  If  aval  Hiftory  of  Great  Britain,/™^  the  De~ 
dotation  of  IVar  againjl  France  in  1744/0  the 
Peace  of  Aix  la  Chapjellz. 


Engagement  between  the  Britilh  Fleet  and  the 

Fleets  of  France  and  Spain  off  Toulon^-Dutch 
Squadron  arrives  in  the  Channel— A  Fleet  under  Sir 
John  Balchin  proceeds  to  the  BayofJXikay—The  Vic~ 

.  tory founders  and  all  on  board  perifh -Change  of  the  Mx~ 
tiijlry — Nej  Board  of  Admiralty — Squadron  Jent  to 
the  Eaft- Indies —  Three  French  Eaft-Indiamen 
taken — Naval  Force  in  the  Weft-Indies — Succefs 
of  Britilh  Cruifers — Meeting  of  Parliament — Sup- 
plies— Expedition  againjl  Louifburgh — Conqueft  of 
Cape  B.eton — Rebellion  in  Scotland — Proceedings 
in  Parliament — Genoa  bombarded  by  a  Britifli  Fleet 
~-¥ranJaEUons  in  the  Eaft-Indies — The  French 
reduce  Fort  St.  George  and  Madrafs — Expedition 
to  the  Coaft  of  France— ^Attempt  upon  Port  L'Orient 
—Unjuccejsful  Attempt  to  difcover  a  North-lVeft 
Paffage—Tranjatlions  in  the  Weft-InHies — Trial 
of  the  Admirals  Matthews  and  Lcftock — New  Par? 
liament  ajfembled — Defeat  of  a  French  Squadron  by 
the  Admirals  Anfon  and  Warren — Naval  Promo* 
tions — French  Ships  taken  by  Admiral  Hawke— 
Tranfatlions  in  the  Weft-Indies— Engagement  be* 
tween  the  Britilh  and  Spanifh  Fleets — Vice-Admi- 
ral Medley  in  the  Mediterranean — Rear- Admiral 
Bofcawen  in  the  Eaft-Indies — Congrefs  at  Aix  \% 
ChzftWo-Dcfimtive  Treaty  ftgned. 

Mr** 
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Miscellaneous  Occurrences.  Attempt  to  lay 
open  the  Trade  to  Turkey — State  of  the  Bank  of 
England— View  of  the  Newfoundland  Fijhery— 
Production  of  Indico  in  South  Carolina — Compara- 
tive View  of  the  Sugar  Trade  of  England  and 
France. 

THE  chief  naval  ftrength  of  the  belligerent 
powers  was  now  collected,  as  it  ufed  to  be  in 
former  wars,  in  the  Mediterranean.  Here  admiral 
Matthews  rode  triumphant  before  Toulon,  in  which 
harbour  the  combined  fleets  of  France  and  Spain 
were  ignominioufly  pent  up.  At  length  a  pofirive^ 
ofder  was  fent  from  the  court  of  France  to  their  ad- 
miral de  Court,  to  put  to  fea  at  all  events,  in  ordec 
to  join  a  fquadron  expected  from  Breft,  and  even  to 
rifk  an  engagement  with  the  Englifh,  if  the  junc- 
tion could  not  be  effe&ed  without  it.  Sixteen  Spa- 
nifh  men  of  war  lay  in  the  harbour,  but  the  Spani- 
ards had  only  a  fufficient  number  of  failors  and 
gunners  to  work  twelve.  The  French  fleet  con- 
fined of*  fixtecn  (hips  of  the  line,  four  frigates,  and 
three  fireftiips.  M.  de  Court  the  French  admiral, 
at  the  age  of  four-fcore,  enjoyed  all  the  vigour  of 
body  and  mind  which  fuch  a  ftation  required.  Forty 
years  had  clapfed  fince  the  fea-fight  off  Malaga, 
where  he  had  ferved  as  captain  on  board  the  admi- 
ral's fhip,  and  (ince  that  time  there  Lid  been  no  en- 
gagement at  fea  in  any  part  of  the  world,  except 
that  off  Medina  in  17 ii. 

On  the  10th  day  of  February  the  two  contending 
fleets  got  under  fail,  and  being  each  drawn  up  in 
line  of  battle,  advanced  to  meet  the  other.  The 
arrangement  and  force  of  the  two  armaments  were 
as  follows. 
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The  Englifh  had  the  advantage  of  the  wind,  a 
circumftance  of  as  much  confequence  at  lea,  as  an 
advantageous  poft  is  on  land.  That  nation  was 
the  firft  who  ranged  their  naval  forces  in  the  order 
of  battle  which  is  now  in  ufe,  and  it  is  from  them  that 
other  nations  have  learned  to  difpofe  their  fleets  into 
the  divifions  of  van,  main,  and  rear.  Matthews 
was  eager  to  come  to  a&ion,  de  Court  chofe  rather 
to  avoid  one,  for  which  purpofe  he  endeavoured  to 
llretch  to  the  fouthward. 

On  the  i  ith  at  break  of  day,  the  combined  fquad- 
rons  having  made  fail  during  the  night,  with  little 
wind  eafterly,  had  got  fomewhat  farther  off,  whilH 
the  Englifh  had  been  driven  by  the  currents  between 
them  and  Toulon    upon  which  admiral  Matthews 
made  the  fignal  for  bearing  down.    At  this  time  the 
Englifli  fleet  was  very  much  extended,  the  headmoft 
ftiip  in  the  van  being  dillant  from  the  fternmoft  in 
the  rear  full  three  leagues.    At  half  an  hour  pail 
eleven  o'clock  at  noon,  Matthews  perceiving  the 
backwardnefs  of  his  adverfary  to  engage,  threw  out 
the  fignal  for  a  general  engagement.  By  one  o'clock 
the  two  fleets  had  neared  each  other  confiderably, 
but  the  regular  arrangement  was  now  inverted. 
The  van  of  the  Britilh  fleet  was  oppofed  to  the  cen- 
tre of  the  combined  fleet ;  the  French  van  under 
commodore  Gabarct  was  greatly  a-head,  and  admiral 
Matthews  with  the  centre  divifion  was  a-breaft  of 
the  Spanifh  fleet  which  composed  the  rear  of  the 
enemy;  and  vice  admiral  Leftock  was  greatly  a- 
iternr  and  as  there  was  little  wind  and  a  great  fwell, 
he  had  little  chance  of  making  way  fo  as  to  come 
tip  with  and  engage  the  Spaniards.    This  was  the 
important  moment  for  attacking  the  Spanifh  fleet, 
and  admiral  Matthews  being  of  opinion  that  the  re- 
gular form  of  an  attack  fhould  be  adhered  to  or 
departed  from  according  as  the  public  fervice  was 
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likely  to  be  bed  promoted,  bore  down  upon  the 
Spanifh  admiral,  throwing  out  the  fignal  for  engag- 
ing, while  that  for  the  line  of  battle  was  ftill  dif- 
played,  which  was  a  fatal  indifcretion*  and  tended 
greatly  to  embarrafs  thofe  who  were  to  act  under 
thefe  directions.  However,  though  Leftock  made  no 
haftc  to  come  up  with  the  flying  enemy,  which  it 
was  his  unqueftionable  duty  to  have  done,  yet  had 
the  intrepidity  of  Matthews  heen  properly  feconded 
by  every  fhip  in  his  divifion,  the  Spanifh  fleet  might 
have  been  as  effectually  fubdued  as  it  was  fix  and 
twenty  years  before  by  Sir  George  Byng. 

The  admiral  in  the  Namur,  and  captain  Cornwal 
in  the  Marlborough,  fingled  out  the  Spanifh  ad- 
miral Navarro  in  the  Real  or  Royal  Philip,  and  the 
Ifabclla  his  fecond,  and  very  gallantly  began  the 
action  within  piftol  (hot,  about  half  an  hour  paft  one 
o'clock. 

At  the  fame  time  captain  Forbes  in  the  Norfolk* 
bore  down,  and  engaged  the  Conftant,  the  fecond 
a-head  of  don  Navarro;  and  thePrincefla,  Somerfer, 
Bedford,  Dragon,  and  Kingfton  fired  at  the  Poder, 
the  fhip  next  a-hcad  of  the  Conftant  the  Orient, 
Amerique,  and  Neptune,  the  three  headmoft  (hips 
of  the  Poder,  exchanged  a  broadfide  with  the  head- 
moft (hips  of  the  Britifh  centre,  and  continued  their 
courfe  to  the  lbuthward  with  the  French  fquadron, 
making  in  all  nineteen  (hips  of  the  line;  and  the 
five  other  Spanifh  fliips  were  at  a  confiderable  di fiance 
a-ftcrn  of  their  admiral,  though  thefe  fhips  might 
have  been  kept  before  the  wind  by  vice  admiral 
Leftock,  if  the  neceflity  fo  urgent  before  his  eyes 
could  have  prevailed  on  him  to  conceive  himfelf 
juftified  in  breaking  the  line  while  the  fignal  was 
unaltered  :  yet  ftill  he  kept  at  a  great  diftance  from 
the  line.  But  about  two  o'clock  rear  admiral  Row- 
Icy,  and  captain  Olbornc  in  the  Princefs  Caroline, 
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got  along  fide  the  French  admiral  and  the  Fermtf 
his  fecond,  and  engaged  them  for  fome  time ;  thd 
Berwick  and  Chichefter  alfo  fired  at  the  French, 
but  at  too  great  a  diftance*  while  the  Naflau,  War- 
wick, and  Sterling  Caftle,  the  three  other  headmoft 
Ihips  of  this  divifion,  though  there  was  no  fignal  of 
direc"r.io*n  to  the  contrary,  did  not  engage,  according 
to  the  fignal  abroad*  but  kept  their  wind,  endeavour* 
ing  to  prevent  the  French  from  tacking  and  doubling 
upon  them,  who  had  fo  great  a  fuperiority,  as  nine-1 
teen  againft  feven,  the  Kingfton  and  Somerfec 
having  got  fo  far  a-head  as  to  fall  in  among  the 
centre.  Admiral  Rowley  continued  the  engagement 
againft  the  French  admiral,  with  great  obftinacy  and 
judgment,  aflifted  moft  gallantly  by  captain  Of- 
borne  j  and  as  feven  other  (hips  of  the  French  di- 
vifion began  to  fire,  this  prevented  admiral  de  Court 
tacking  his  divifion  to  the  afliftance  of  the  Span- 
iards, neither  could  commodore  Gabaret  do  it  with 
the  van,  without  running  the  hazard  of  being  fur- 
rounded  by  that  of  the  Englifh,  which  had  the 
wind  of  them,  and  kept  it  with  fuch  difcretion,  as 
prevented  the  reft  of  the  French  from  engaging,  and  ' 
added  greatly  to  the  reputation  of  the  commanding 
officer. 

A  con  flan  t  fire  was  maintained  with  great  warmth 
by  the  Namur  and  the  Marlborough,  againft  don  Na- 
varro and  his  fecond,  both  of  whom  behaved  with  great 
valour  ;  but  the  Norfolk,  after  engaging  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour,  obliged  the  Conllant  to  bear  away 
out  of  the  line  much  difabled  :  upon  which  the 
Spanifh  admiral  and  his  fecond  a-ftern,  notwith- 
ftanding  their  warm  work  with  the  Namur  and 
Marlborough,  fired  fome  guns  at  her  to  bring  her 
back,  but  to  no  purpofe ;  for  fhe  continued  to  lie 
to  leeward,  and  never  more  returned  to  the  engage- 
ment.  The  Norfolk  did  not  think  proper  to  quit 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 

CrtAP.III.]   of  GREAT  BRITAIN.  247 

the  line  in  purfuit  of  her,  and  having  now  no  an* 
tagonift,  flic  lay  to  windward,  having  twenty  men 
killed  and  twenty  five  wounded,  with  her  rigging, 
mads,  and  yards  confidcrably  (nattered.  The  Na- 
mur  and  Marlborough  being  juft  aboard  of  one 
another,  obliged  admiral  Matthews  to  fill  his  fails 
and  go  a-head,  in  the  heat  of  the  action,  though 
his  mafts,  yards,  and  rigging,  were  fo  much  dif- 
abled,  as  to  occafion  the  greateft  difficulty  in  ma- 
naging the  (hip,  which  was  increafed  by  having  but 
little  wind  with  a  great  fwell ;  and  the  mizen 
top-fail  being  handed  to  prevent  the  mads  and  rig- 
ging tumbling  about  their  ears,  though  he  reeved 
new  braces  three  feveral  times:  fo  that  he  could 
not  give  the  Marlborough  the  afliftance  captain 
Cornwall  wanted,  whofe  behaviour  merited  all  imag~ 
nable  applaufc:  and  though  the  admiral  engaged 
within  piitol  (hot,  he  had  but  nine  men  killed  and 
forty  wounded,  and  among  the  latter  capain  Ruflel 
who  had  his  arm  taken  off  by  the  firft  broadfide. 

The  gallant  captain  Cornwall  had  loft  both  his 
legs  by  an  unfortunate  (hots  and  the  Marlborough 
at  three  of  the  clock  had  her  main  and  mizen  mafts 
(hot  by  the  board,  the  fall  of  which  killed  her  heroic 
commander ;  neverthelefs  (he  was  fought  bravely 
by  her  fecond  lieutenant,  (the  firft  lieutenant  who 
was  the  captain's  nephew,  being  alfo  killed)  and 
making  good  fires  upon  her  opponents,  though  (he 
had  no  afliftance  from  her  neighbours  in  the  line, 
which  continued  lying  to  windward,  and  firing  at 
the  Spamfh  (hips  in  the  rear,  not  within  gunfhot, 
though  the  admiral  had  fent  orders  for  them  to  bear 
down  to  her  afliftance.  The  Real  or  Royal  Philip  ly- 
ing difabled  with  her  ftern  to  the  Marlborough,  her 
fecond  gone,  and  the  (hip  a-ftern,  not  yet  come  up  ac 
four  o'clock ;  the  Ann  galley  firefhip  was  ordered  to 
prime  with  the  utmoft  difpatch,  and  go  down  upon 
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the  Spanifh  admiral  and  burn  him  :  but  before  fhe 
could  be  got  ready  the  Spanifh  (hips  a-ftern  pafled 
by  vice-admiral  Leftock,  who  fired  a  broad-fide 
at  the  fternmoft  (hip,  but  could  not  ftop  her  from 
going  a-head,  which  gave  them  an  opportunity 
of  re-inforcing  the  Spanifh  admiral,  juft  as  the  fire- 
fhip  was  approaching  the  Royal  Philip,  thefe  (hips 
fired  at  her  all  the  way  fhe  was  advancing.  The 
flrefhip  being  within  a  cable's  length  of  the  Spanifh 
admiral,  was  fee  on  fire;  but  the  Spaniards  pouring 
into  her  bows  a  great  number  of  (hot,  immediately 
funk  her,  though  fhe  was  not  her  own  length  at 
that  time  from  the  Roval  Piiilip,  and  went  down 
all  in  a  blaze,  with  captain  Mackey  her  brave  com- 
mander, his  lieutenant  Hilliers,  his  gunner,  and 
twelve  men,  whofe  fate  was  participated  by  fifcy 
Spaniards,  who  had  been  fent  in  a  launch  from  the 
Royal  Philip  to  take  her,  and  arriving  clofe  under 
her  the  very  moment  (he  blew  up,  perifhed  in  the 
flames. 

About  five  o'clock  the  Marlborough  being 
dreadfully  fhattered,  and  aimoft  torn  to  pieces  wa$ 
towed  out  of  the  line.  The  Spaniards  fired  chiefly 
<at  the  mafls  and  rigging,  by  which,  although  ad^ 
miral  Matthews  engaged  the  Real  within  piftol  fhot, 
he  had  only  nine  men  killed  and  forty  wounded  $ 
captain  Ruflcl  who  commanded  the  Namur,  had 
his  left  arm  fhot  off  by  the  firft  broadfide ;  whilft 
a  dreadful  carnage  was  made  on  board  the  Spanifh 
admiral's  fhip,  notwithflanding  which,  fhe  main* 
ttained  the  a&ion  with  unabating  fpirit.  The  Dor- 
fctflhire,  Eflex,  Rupert,  and  Royal  Oak,  very 
feebly  fupportcd  their  admiral;  had  they  difco- 
vered  the  fame  alacrity  as  the  Marlborough,  the 
Spanifh  fhips  would  mod  probably  have  been  def* 
p-oyed  or  taken.  During  the  fierceft  part  of  the 
fl&ion  admiral  Matthews  is  faid  to  have  flood  oq 
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the  quarter  deck,  or  arms  cheft,  obferving  with 
his  glafs  the  manoeuvres  of  the  enemy,  and  although 
a  double  deaded  (hot  carried  away  the  plank  he  leant 
upon,  it  occafioned  no  vifible  change  in  his  coun- 
tenance or  deportment. 

Whilftthefe  tranfactionspafTed  between  the  centre 
of  the  Britifti  fleet  and  the  rear  of  the  combined  fleet, 
admiral  Rowley  who  commanded  theBritifh  van,  and 
hoifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Barflour,  being  fecond- 
ed  by  the  Princefs  Caroline,  captain  O/borne,  en- 
gaged the  French  admiral  and  his  fecond  for  three 
glafles,  during  which  time  the  conflict  was  main- 
tained with  great  firmnefs  on  both  fides.   Dc  Court 
perceiving  the  perilous  fituation  of  his  rear,  being 
fenfiblc  that  their  total  deftruction  would  follow 
upon  the  Englifh  rear  bearing  down,  at  three  o'clock 
threw  out  the  fignal  for  his  van  to  tack  and  make 
fail  to  the  relief  of  the  Spanifh  fhips,  hoping  there- 
by to  cnclofe  admiral  Matthews  between  two  fires, 
but  the  Sterling  Cattle,  Warwick,  and  NaflTau,  af- 
filed by  the  Chatham  (a  fifty  gun  fhip  n,ot  of  the 
line,)  being  to  windward  of  the  French  van,  hung 
upon  it  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  prevented 
thofe  fhips  from  complying  with  the  admiral's  fignal. 
It  was  not  till  five  o'clock  that  the  French  fquadron 
were  able  to  tack,  upon  which  admiral  Rowley  did 
the  fame,  and  haltencd  to  join  the  centre.    All  this 
time  Leftock  was  not  come  up,  although  tour  of  the 
fternmoft  of  the  Spanifh  fhips  who,  at  rhe  begin- 
ning of  the  action  were  equally  diflant  from  tneir 
admiral  as  he  was  from  his,  found  means  to  get  up 
to  aflift  him. 

The  Poder,  a  fixty  gun  (hip,  lying  a-head  of  the 
Real  or  Roval  Philip,  was  fired  at  by  the  Princefla, 
Somerfct,  Dragon,  Bedford,  Kingfton,  and  by  the 
Salifbury  and  Guernlcy  fnga  es  of  fifty  guns,  but  not 
within  gunfhot,  which  conduct  as  it  did  not  annov 
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the  enemy,  expofed  the  feveral  commanders  to  ridi- 
cule. As  thefe  (hips  were  intermixed,  and  made 
a  confufed  random  fire,  they  were  more  cxpofed  to 
their  own  (hot  than  to  that  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
Somerfet  is  (aid  to  have  received  many  from  the 
Kingfton.  '  At  length,  the  Berwick  bore  down 
upon  the  Podrr,  and  engaged  her  in  a  manner  be- 
coming the  Britifh  honour.  The  Spaniard  made  a 
vigorous  refiftance,  having  five  hundred  men  on 
board,  but  lofing  her  main-maft  and  fore-top-maft 
fhe  ftruck.  Several  officers  boarded  her,  claiming 
the  honour  of  the  capture  5  but  the  captain  pointed 
to  the  Berwick,  and  delivered  his  fword  to  her  lieu- 
tenant, faying,  he  held  the  others  in  the  greateft  con- 
tempt. The  French  fquadroncameupjuft  as  the Poder 
had  ftruck  to  the  Berwick,  fo  that  captain  Hawke 
had  only  time  to  take  out  the  Spanifh  captain,  and 
four  of  his  principal  officers,  it  being  impoflible  to 
do  any  thing  with  the  (hip,  as  ic  was  almoft  dark, 
and  (he  had  not  a  mail:  (landing,  which  obliged  him 
to  leave  her  to  the  French  j  but  his  fourth  lieute- 
nant and  twenty-three  men  could  not  be  got  out  of 
her.  The  Spanifti  fquadron  being  thus  joined  by 
the  French,  their  whole  fleet  was  ranged  in  good 
order  of  battle.  At  half  an  hour  paft  five,  t&niral 
Matchews  made  the  fignal  for  the  Britifh  fleet  to 
draw  into  a  line  of  battle  a  head  :  at  this  time  the 
Namur  and  fome  others  of  the  fame  divifion,  con- 
tinued engaging  with  the  Royal  Phillip  and  the 
fternmoft  (hips  which  had  joined  her;  but  night 
co.inng  on,  firing  ceafed  on  all  fides,  and  the  Bri- 
tilh  fleet  being  all  formed  in  a  line,  paffed  on,  leaving 
the  vpanilh  (hips  greatly  (hattered,  and  almoft  en- 
tuelv  difabled. 

1  he  combined  fleet  took  the  opportunity  of  the 
night,  which  was  very  dark,  to  elcape  ffom  ourst 
and  avoid  renewing  the  engagement,  being  taken 
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up  in  towing  their  crippled  fhips  before  the  wind. 
The  Britifh  admiral  thought  it  imprudent  to  conti- 
nue the  engagement  after  the  night  doled  in,  fince 
the  neceflary  orders  by  fignals  could  not  have  been 
diftinguiflied,  nor  indeed  an  enemy  known  from  a 
friend. 

Admiral  Matthews  about  eight  o'clock  at  night 
fhifted  his  (hip,  and  hoifted  his  flagon  board  the  Ruf- 
fcl,  not  caring,  mould  there  be  an  engagement 
next  morning,  to  n(k  the  falling  of  all  the  Namur's 
mads;  and  the  admiral  acquainted  the  vice  and 
rear-admirals  with  his  removal,  directing  them  co 
keep  near  him  all  night:  at  the  fame  time  he  inti- 
mated to,  vice-admiral  Leftock,  a  furprife  at  his  be- 
haviour, hoping  he  would  be  able  to  give  good 
rcafons  for  his  conduct.  From  the  behaviour  of  Mat- 
thews on  this  memorable  day,  it  feems  probible, 
that  he  expe&ed  to  be  able  to  beat  the  Spmiards 
without  the  aflitlance  of  Leftock's  divifion ;  but 
when  feveral  of  the  (hips  that  failed  in  the  centre 
difcovcred  fhameful  backwardnefs  in  fupporting 
their  admiral;  and  thereby  the  opportunity  was  loft  $ 
the  animofity  which  fubfifted  between  him  and 
Leftock  led  him  to  put  the  mod  fcvere  conftrudtioa 
on  the  latter's  conduit- 
Next  day  the  enemy  appeared  to  leeward,  with 
their  crippled  (hips  in  tow,  (leering  fouth-weft  and 
by  weft  about  fix  leagues  diftant.  The  admiral 
gave  chace  till  night,  when  he  brought  to,  that  he 
might  be  joined  by  the  (hips  aftern.  In  the  after- 
noon captain  Watkins,  of  the  Burford>  joined  the 
fleet.  He  had  been  in  Hieres  Bay  the  day  before, 
and  hearing  the  report  of  guns,  and  feeing  the 
fmoak,  he  made  directly  for  the  fleet.  The  Poder 
had  been  fo  very  much  difabled,  as  to  retard  the 
French  in  their  failing;  but  when  the  Britifti  fleet 
bore  down  fo  near  upon  them,  the  French  admiral 
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ordered  the  Diamont  to  take  out  as  many  of  the 
Spaniards  on  board  the  Poder  as  pofliblej  upon 
which  feveral  boats  were  fent,  and  after  taking  out 
all  the  men,  the  (hip  was  left  behind.  Admiral 
Matthews  then  fent  the  Eflex  a-head  to  burn  the 
Poder,  not  bring  able  to  fpare  any  of  his  fquadron 
to  carry  her  to  Minorca,  having  juft  before  fent  the 
Marlborough  thither,  under  convoy  of  the  Oxford. 
The  Poder  was  accordingly  fet  on  fire,  and  blew  up 
about  half  an  hour  after  nine.  There  was  alfo 
real  on  to  believe,  that  had  any  wind  fprung  up,  the 
French  would  have  left  the  other  crippled  fhips  be- 
longing to  the  Spaniards,  as  molt  of  them  had  luf- 
fcred  greatly. 

The  next  day,  the  13th,  they  were  perceived 
again,  but  at  a  greater  diftance,  and  purftred.for 
fome  time.  But  at  nine  o'clock  the  wind  coming 
to  the  eaftward,  and  blowing  very  hard,  admiral 
Matthews  fuiptcting  that  the  French  admiral  in- 
tended  to  decoy  him  down  the  Straits,  where  he 
might  probably  be  reinforced  by  the  Breft  fqua- 
dron, thought  it  moft  advifable  to  give  over  the 
chace,  efpecially  as  feveral  of  his  (hips  were  greatly 
difabled  in  their  mads ;  the  admiral  therefore  made  * 
the  fignal  to  leave  off  chacing,  and  fent  the  Win- 
chelfra  to  recall  the  vice-admiral,  who  at  ten  o'clock 
loft  fight  of  the  confederates,  and  the  Britifh  fleet 
was  never  able  to  difcover  them  afterwards. 

Next  day  at  noon,  the  mips  having  in  fome  mea- 
fure  repaired  their  damages,  the  admiral  made  fail 
to  the  north- weft,  in  hopes  of  meeting  the  confe- 
derate fleet,  and  continued  that  day  and  night,  mak- 
ing fail  in  for  the  more.  But  the  combined  fquad- 
rons  fteering  weft-fouth-weft,  had  got  on  the  coaft 
of  Spain,  where  on  the  14th  they  were  feparated  in 
a  hard  gale  j  after  which  the  French  put  into  Alicant 
on  the  i6th*and  the  Spaniards  arrived  at  Carthagena 
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on  the  17th.  Matthews  then  bore  away  for  Port 
Mahon,  after  having  in  vain  attempted  to  recover 
his  flat  ion  in  Hieres  Bay* 

In  this  engagement  the  confederates  loll  only  one 
fhip,  the  Podcr  of  fixty  guns,  a  lofs  which  the  Spa* 
niards  readily  put  up  with,  as  it  furnifhed  them 
with  an  opportunity  of  getting  all  the  reft  of  their 
fleet  into  their  own  harbours,  cfpccially  as  they  had 
taken  out  all  the  men,  and  me  afterwards  became 
of  no  fervice  to  the  captors.  The  Royal  Philip  was 
greatly  damaged,  having  five  hundred  men  either 
killed  or  wounded,  among  the  former  was  don  Ni- 
colas Geraldine,  the  Spanifh  captain;  and  among 
*the  latter  was  admiral  Navarro,  who  had  received 
two  flight  wounds :  the  Neptune  loft  her  captain, 
don  Henry  Olivartz,  with  his  firft  lieutenant,  four 
officers,  and  near  two  hundred  men;  the  Ifabella 
loft  fome  of  her  officers  and  three  hundred  men* 
but  the  reft  of  the  combined  fleet  received  no  con- 
fidcrable  damage.  The  Bntifh  jquadron,  befides 
the.  Ann  galley  firefhip,  iurFcred  principally  in  their 
mafts  and  rigging,  towards  which  the  confederate 
(hips  moftly  directed  their  fhot;  the  Namur  was 
greatly  wounded  in  her  rigging,  having  fifteen  men 
killed  and  the  captain  and  fifty  wounded ;  the  Bar- 
flcur  had  but  little  hurt:  and  the  whole  lofs  in  the 
Britim  fleet  did  not  exceed  four  hundred  men  killed 
and  wounded.  But  the  greateft  lofs  was  by  the 
death  of  the  heroic  captain  Cornwall,  who,  when  his 
admiral  was  difabled,  intrepidly  pufhed  in  with  the 
Marlborough,  between  the  Namur  and  the  Spanifh 
fquadron,  and,  with  a  bravery  molt  of  the  fleet  were 
ft  rangers  to,  took  on  himfelf  the  whole  fire  of  the 
Spanifh  line ;  by  his  noble  behaviour  extorting  * 
confeffion  from  the  commanders  he  engaged  with, 
that  at  leaft  one  Britifh  captain  had  honourably  main*' 
tamed  the  glory  of  his  nation.   The  concern  cx- 
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preffed  for  the  lofs  of  this  brave  man  was  general 
and  fincere,  and  in  order  to  perpetuate  his  memory, 
the  parliament  voted  a  fplendid  monument  to  be 
creeled  in  Weftminfter-abbey,  at  the  public  ex- 
pence. 

As  foon  as  the  Britilh  fleet  had  arrived  at  Port 
Mahon,  admiral  Matthews  tranfnitted  to  vice-ad- 
miral Leftock  a  number  of  queries,  refpedting  his 
conduct  on  the  nth  day  of  February,  requiring  of 
him  diftincl:  anfwers  to  each.  Thefe  were  returned 
che  next  day,  and  therein  the  vice-admiral  aflerted 
that  he  had  crowded  all  the  fail  his  (hip  could  carry 
to  come  up  with  the  enemy.  He  charged  the  Dun- 
kirk and  Cambridge  who  were  a- head  of  him,  with 
not  making  all  the  fail  in  their  power,  and  keeping 
to  windward  of  their  ftation,  particularly  the  Dun- 
kirk, on  which  account  he  fired  a  fhot  to  windward 
of  them,  as  a  fignal,  which  they  did  not  think  proper 
to  obferve.  To  thefe  anfwers  Matthews  replied,  and 
the  other  rejoined.  In  the  rejoinder  Leftock  ob- 
ferves  that,  "  though  he  had  the  honour  to  bear  his 
majefty's  flag,  yet  he  had  always,  even  in  the  day  of 
battle,  been  kept  ignorant  of  the  deflgns  of  the 
commander  in  chief,  more  fo  than  many  private 
captains." — Perhaps  this  pafTage  ferves  to  explain 
the  true  grounds  of  the  mjfearnage  more  fully,  than 
any  thing  which  was  faid  on  cither  fide,  during  the 
whole  altercation.  The  fame  day  that  Matthews  re- 
ceived Leftock's  rejoinder,  he  fufpended  him  from 
his  command,  and  fent  him  prifoner  to  England  on 
board  the  Salifbury.  Leftock  had  fignal ized  his 
courage  on  many  occaflons ;  he  was  a  lieutenant  on 
board  the  Barfleur,  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel's  (hip,  in 
the  engagement  off  Malaga  in  1704,  and  was  fecond 
captain  of  the  fame  (hip,  on  board  of  which  was 
Sir  George  Byng,  when  he  beat  the  Spaniards  off 
Cape  Paffano  in  17 1 8.   He  perfectly  underftood  the 
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whole  difciplinc  of  the  navy.  Lord  Torrington 
recommended  him  to  king  George  I.  as  one  of  the 
molt  able  quarter-deck  officers  ever  bred  at  fca  % 
which  recommendation  foon  afcerprocured  him  a  flag. 

A  fimilar  fpirit  of  difcord  had  gone  forth  among 
the  commanders  of  the  combined  fleets ;  the  Spar 
ni(h  admiral  Navarro  reprefented  the  conduct  of 
de  Court  in  fuch  a  light  to  the  miniftry  of  Spain, 
that  foon  after  his  arrival  in  port  he  was  fuperceded. 
On  this  occafion  he  wrote  to  the  bifhop  of  Rennes, 
ambaflador  from  the  crown  of  France  to  the  court 
of  Spain.    He  begins  with  faying.    "  It  is  well 
known,  my  lord,  that  the  fea-officers  in  the  fcrvice 
of  Spain,  have  been  for  a  long  time  a  good  deal 
out  of  humour  with  France,  and  that  fo  long  ago 
as  the  year  1741,  I  had  the  good  fortune  adlually  to 
fave  the  Spanifli  fquadron  under  the  command  of 
M.  Navarro;  and  I  faved  it,  in  fpite  of  all  that 
officer  could  do ;  who  out  of  mere  affectation  ftood 
out  to  fea,  in  fight  of  admiral  Haddock  ;  though 
he  very  well  knew,  that  it  was  my  order  to  keep 
within  fight  of  land,  and  that  1  was  not  bound  to 
hazard  the  fquadron  under  my  command  for  the  fake 
of  braving  the  Englifh,  under  an  admiral  wboje 
courage  and  conduft  was  not  then  to  be  queftioned ; 
having  appeared  on  all  occafions,  even  to  the  Spa- 
niards them  fclvcs,  not  capable  of  cenfure  only,  but 
above  fufpicion."    Towards  the  conclufion  of  his 
letter,  he  has  the  following  remarkable  paflage. 
u  It  was  not  I,  my  lord,  who  forced  M.  Navarro 
to  fight  again  ft  all  the  rules  of  war  and  prudence; 
it  was  not  I  who  feparated  his  fhips  from  him  and 
threw  him  in  danger;  but  after  he  had  taken  fo 
much  pains  in  fpite  of  all  that  I  could  do,  to  get 
himfelf  handfomely  beat,  it  was  I  that  came  to  his 
afliftance,  and  gave  him  an  opportunity  of  getting 
away,  which  otherwifehe  never  could  have  had." 
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We  fhall  now  relate  the  other  naval  occurrences 
of  the  year  1744,  after  which  the  proceedings  at 
home  again  ft  the  two  commanders,  and  the  feveral 
accufed  captains  will  come  under  confideration. 

A  fleet  of  Dutch  men  of  war  confifting  of  twenty 
fail,  under  the  command  of  admiral  Baccherft,  ar- 
rived in  the  Downs  the  beginning  of  the  month  of 
July,  and  proceeded  to  join  the  Engliih  fleet  which 
lay  at  Portfmouth,  under  the  command  of  Sir  John 
Balchcn.  About  the  fame  time  advice  was  received 
that  a  fleet  of  ftorefhips  for  the  Mediterranean, 
which  was  convoyed  by  eleven  (hips  of  the  line,  and 
a  bomb  ketch,  commanded  by  Sir  Charles  Hardy, 
having  put  into  Lifbon,  the  French  fleet  from  Breft: 
compofed  of  fourteen  fhips  of  the  line  and  fix  fri- 
gates, under  the  command  of  M.  Rochambault, 
appeared  off  that  harbour,  and  had  prevented  Sir 
Charles  from  putting  to  fea,  and  proceeding  on  his 
voyage.  As  thefe  fupplies  and  re-enforcements  were 
eflentially  neceffary  to  enable  the  force  in  the  Me- 
diterranean to  act,  Sir  John  Balchen  received  or- 
ders to  fail  immediately  in  queft  of  the  Breft  fleet, 
having  the  following  Englifh  and  Dutch  fhips  under 
command. 

British  Division. 

Ship*.  Gum. 

Sir  John  Balchen,  Admiral,  in  the 

Victory  —  —  no 
Hampton  Court,  —  —  70 
Augufta,  —  —  —  60 
Captain,  —       —       —  70 

Princcfs  Amelia         —      —  80 

Vice-admiral  Martin,  in  the  St. 

George  —  —  —  90 
Falkland  —  —  50 

Suffolk  —  _  _  7o 
Exeter,        —         —  —60 
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Vice- Admiral  Stuart,  in  the  Duke. 

Guns. 


Ship*. 

Sunderland,  — 

Monmouth,  — 
Duke,          —  — 
Prince  Frederick,  — 
Princefs  Mary,  — 

}  and 

Fly  floop. 


60 
70 
90 
60 
60 


Dutch  Division. 


Ships. 

Saerlem, 
ordrecht, 
Damiata, 
Lcuwenhorft, 
Edam, 
Aflendelft, 
Delfr, 

Two  frigates. 


Commanders.  Guns. 

Admiral  Baccherelt,  70 

Vice-admiral  t'lloofc,  54 

Vice-admiral  Schryver,  64 

Rear-admiral  Reynft,  54 

Captain  Trenfcl,  44 

  Boudaen,  53 

  Wellefteyn,  and 


The  French  admiral,  on  the  firft  news  of  the 
approach  of  this  fleet,  quitted  his  ftation  off  AU 
garve>  and  retired  to  Cadiz.  Sir  Charles  Hardr 
hereupon  putting  to  fea,  formed  a  junction  with 
the  combined  fleet,  which  failed  to  GibrMtar* 
where  Sir  John  Balchcn  victualed  the  Mediterranean 
fleet,  and  re-enforcing  the  garrifon  of  that  place, 
he  lteered  his  courfe  for  England.  On  the  2  Ufa. 
day  of  September  he  loft  fight  of  the  coaft  of  Ga* 
licia,  and  foon  after  entered  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  di- 
recting his  courfe  towards  Ulhant,  but  a  violent 
ftorm  overtaking  him,  difperfed  the  whole  fleer, 
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and  drove  fomc  of  them  to  the  entrance  of  the 
channel,  where  feveral  of  the  (hips  fufiered  consi- 
derably, particularly  the  Exeter  and  the  Duke,  the 
firft  of  whom  loft  her  main  and  mizen-mafts,  and; 
was  under  the  neceflity  of  throwing  twelve  of  her 
guns  overboard  and  the  latter  had  all  her  fails 
torn  to  pieces,  and  ten  feet  water  in  her  hold. 
(  Vice-admiral  Stewart,  however,  who  was  on  board 
the  Dulte,  arrived,  with  the  greater  part  of  the  (hips, 
fafe  at  Plymouth  ;  and  the  whole  fleet,  except  the 
Victory,  came  into  port  by  the  iothday  of  October. 
This  (hip,  on  board  of  which  Sir  John  Balchen 
had  hoifted  his  flag,  was  confidered  as  the  largeft 
and  moft  beautiful  firft-rate  in  the  world  :  (he  was 
feparated  from  the  reft  of  the  fleet  on  the  4th,  after 
which  fhe  was  never  fcen  or  heard  of ;  and  this 
brave  commander,  with  all  his  officers,  vo- 
lunteers, and  crew,  amounting  to  eleven  hundred 
choice  feamen,  perifhed.  It  is  generally  fuppofed, 
that  (he  (truck  upon  a  ridge  of  rocks  called  the 
Cafkets,  near  Alderney,  as  repeated  fignals  of 
diftrefs  were  heard  by  the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland ; 
but  the  wind  blew  fo  violently,  that  no  boat  could 
put  out  to  their  affiftance. 

The  lofs  of  this  (hip  has  been  imputed  to  a  defect 
in  its  conduction,  and  many  complaints  were  at 
that  time  made  concerning  the  principles  on  which 
the  men  of  war  were  built,  and  the  conduct  of  the 
furveyor  general  of  the  navy.  His  majefty  was 
pleafed  to  fettle  a  penfion  of  five  hundred  pounds 
per  annum  during  life  on  lady  Balchen,  the  admiral's 
widow.  A  few  months  before,  the  admiral  had  been 
appointed  governor  of  Greenwich  hofpital,  on  the 
death  of  Sir  John  Jennings,  foon  after  which  the 
honour  of  knighthood  was  conferred  upon  him. 

Nor  was  the  Victory  the  only  man  of  wa^ 
that  perifhed  about  this  time  :  the  Colchefter, 
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of  fifty  guns  and  four  hundred  men,  failing  trom 
the  Nore  for  the  Downs,  ftruck  on  the  fands,  oe- 
tween  the  Long  Sand,  and  Kentifh  Knock,  about 
feven  in  the  evening,  on  the  21ft  day  of  Sep- 
tember, in  which  fituation  Ihe  continued  till  ten  be- 
fore a  boat  could  be  got  out  to  fend  for  affiftance, 
when  a  lieutenant,  a  midfhipman,  and  twelve 
failors  made  the  bed  of  their  way  for  Harwich ; 
during  which  time  the  lights  were  put  up  in  the 
(hrouds,  and  one  hundred  and  forty  guns  fired  as  fig- 
nals  of  diftrefs,  which  were  anfwered  by  the  Royal  So* 
vereign  at  the  Nore ;  but  the  wind  being  full  eaft, 
it  was  impoffible  to  fend  her  any  relief.  In  this 
dangerous  condition  they  were  obliged  to  fcuttle 
the  fhip  to  prevent  her  from  finking  among 
the  fands,  and  remained  thus  till  the  twenty-third 
in  the  evening,  when  the  boat  returned  from 
Harwich  with  fix  fiftiing  vefiels  ;  but  the  fea  being 
rough,  they  could  not  gee  to  the  Ihip  before  morn- 
ing, when  three  hundred  and  fixty-five  men,  with 
the  captain,  were  taken  out  alive.;  the  fick,  being 
fixteen  in  number,  all  perifhed;  thirteen  were 
drowned  in  attempting  to  fave  themfclvcs  in  the 
long  boat,  and  about  eleven  more,  befidci  a  lieu- 
tenant perifhed.  The  furvivors  were  taken  to  Har- 
wich, but  the  (hip  was  foon  after  buried  under  the 
fands;  and  for  his  negligence  the  pilot  was  fen- 
tenced  by  a  court-martial  to  fuffer  two  years  im- 
prifonment. 

Thcfe  lofles  were  fuftained  by  the  fury  of  the  ele- 
ments, but  a  more  dtfgraceful  fate  attended  the 
Northumberland,  a  new  fhip,  of  feventy  guns  and 
four  hundred  and  eighty  men.  She  was  com- 
manded by  captain  Watfon,  who,  whilft  cruifing  in 
the  channel,  fell  in  with  three  French  men  of  war, 
viz.  the  M  ars,  of  fixty-eight  guns  and  five  hundred 
and  eighty  men,  commanded  by  M.  de  JPerrier ;  the 
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Conftant,  of  fixty  guns  and  four  hundred  and  eighty 
men,  commanded  by  M.  Conflans;  an4  the  Venus4 
of  twenty-fix  guns  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
commanded  by  M.  de  Dacher.    The  Northumber- 
land fuftained  this  very  unequal  combat  for  three 
hours,  with  great  firmnefs  and  fpirit,  till  unfortu- 
nately captain  Watfon  was  mortally  wounded  :  Ihe 
then  ftruck  her  colours  by  order  of  the  matter,  for 
which  he  was  afterwards  fentenced  by  a  court-mar- 
tial to  perpetual  imprifonment*.    The  French  mips 
loft  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  in  the  engagement^ 
and  their  rigging  was  fo  mattered,  that  they  intended 
to  fheer  off  as  foon  as  it  was  dark.    They  carried 
the  Northumberland  into  Breft  in  great  triumph, 
where  captain  Watfon  foon  after  died.    The  Sea- 
ford,  captain  Pie,  and  the  Solebay,  captain  Bury, 
both  new  twenty  gun  (hips,  alfo  the  Grampus  (loop, 
captain  Brer,  were  likewife  taken  by  part  of  the 
Breft  fquadron,  in  the  courfe  of  this  year. 

On  the  23d  of  June  was  a  grand  promotion  ir> 
the  nav.y,  when  Nicholas  Haddock,  Efq;  and  Sir 
Chaloncr  Ogle,  were  appointed  admirals  of  the  blue; 
James  Steuart,  Efq;  and  Sir  Charles  Hardy,  vice- 
admirals  of  the  red ;  Thomas  Davers,  Efq;  and  the 
honourable  George  Clinton,  Efq;  vice-admirals  of 
of  the  white;  William  Rowley,  Efq;  and  William 
Martin,  Efq;  vice-admirals  of  the  blue;  Ifaac 
Townfhend,  Efq;  rear-admiral  of  the  red ;  Henry 
Medley,  rear-admiral  of  the  white ;  George  Anfon, 
Efq;  rear-admiral  of  the  blue.— The  three  laft  in 
the  room  of  the  admirals  Vernon,  Leftock,  and  the 
earl  of  Granard. 

On  the  1  ith  day  of  September  admiral  Matthews, 
jefigned  his  command  in  the  Mediterranean  to  vice^ 

*  It  is  worthv  of  remarking,  what  a  ftrikiRg  contraft  is  here  exhi- 
bited tqihe  coudua  of  Mr.  Richard  Leake,  when  in  umilar  ctrcum- 
ttancei.   See  the  particulars,  Vol.  HI.  p.  46x. 
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admiral  Rowley  off  Genoa,  and  repairing  to  Eng- 
land by  land,  arrived  in  London  on  the  30th,  when 
jie  was  immediately  acquainted  by  the  fecretary  of 
the  admiralty,  with  the  orders  his  majefty  had  lent 
to  the  board  for  a  court-martial  to  be  held,  in  order 
to  enquire  into  the  conduct  of  vice-admiral  Let 
tock  *. 

During  the  winter  of  the  year  1744,  another  re- 
volution in  the  miniftry  took  place.  Lord  Carteret, 
who  had  obtained  the  title  of  earl  of  Granville,  had 
entirely  forfeited  his  popularity ;  and  the  duke  of 
Newcaftle,  and  his  brother  Mr.  Pelham,  being  very 
powerful  from  their  parliamentary  intereft,  engaged 
in  a  political  alliance  with  the  leading  men  in  the 
oppofition,  againft  the  prime  minifter  and  his  mea- 
fures.  To  this  coalition  was  given  the  epithet  of 
the  Broad  Bottom,  as  if  it  had  been  eftablifhed  on 
a  conftitutional  foundation,  comprehending  indivi- 
duals of  every  clafs,  without  difiinttion  of  party. 
The  earl  of  Granville  perceiving  it  impoflible  for 
him  to  withftand  fuch  an  oppofition  in  parliament, 
refigned  his  employments ;  and  the  earl  of  Har- 
rington fucceeded  him  as  a  fecretary  of  ftate.  The 
earl  of  Chefterfield  was  declared  lord-lieutenant 
of  Ireland  j  the  lords  Gower  and  Cobham  were 
re-eftablifhed  in  the  offices  they  had  refigned;  and 
Mr.  Lyttelton  was  appointed  4  commiflioner  of  the 
trcafury. 

A  new  board  of  admiralty  was  likewife  appointed, 
confifting  of  the  duke  of  Bedford,  lord  Sandwich, 
lord  Archibald  Hamilton,  lord  Vere  Bcauclerk, 
lord  Baltimore^  George  Anfon,  and  George  Gren* 
yille,  Efqrs, 

*  On  the  31ft  day  of  October  the  firft  diftribution  of  prize  money  to 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Ctnturion  was  made,  when  the  proportion 
(or  tye  common  feilort  wai  390I. 11.  per  man. 
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The  parliament  met  on  the  a8th  day  of  Novem- 
ber, when  the  houfe  of  commons  with  great  una- 
nimity granted  near  fix  millions  and  a  half  for  the 
fcrvice  of  the  year  1745,  for  the  raifing  of  which, 
the  produce  of  the  land,  the  malt,  and  the  fait  taxes 
was  applied ;  a  fum  was  drawn  from  the  finking 
fund,  and  an  additional  duty  was  laid  on  wines, 
Thefe  neceflary  provifions  being  made,  the  mifcar- 
Tiage  of  the  Britifh  fleet  in  the  action  of?  Toulon, 
became  the  fubjeft  of  parliamentary  enquiry.  In 
the  month  of  March  a  motion  was  made,  "  that  that 
houfe  would,  in  a  grand  committee  of  the  whole 
houfe,  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  the  mifcarriage  of 
the  attack  made  in  the  Mediterranean,  on  the  joint 
fleets  of  Spain  and  France  by  the  Britifh  fleet,  which 
was  fuperior  in  number  of  lhips  to  them  both." 
This  motion  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to,  and  Mr. 
Cornwall,  brother  to  the  late  commander  of  the 
Marlborough,  was  appointed  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

By  this  time  Leftock  had  in  his  turn  accufed  Mat- 
thews, and  all  the  captains  of  his  divifion  who  had 
inifbehaved  in  the  day  of  battle.  After  examining 
a  great  variety  of  evidence  at  the  bar,  Leftock,  who 
had  been  permitted  to  be  prefent  the  whole  time, 
'  was  heard  at  the  bar  in  his  own  defence,  and  after 
him  Matthews  was  heard  in  his  place  as  a  member 
0/  the  houfe. 

Vice-admiral  Leftock  refted  his  defence  on  his 
having  adhered  to  the  eftablifhed  rules  prefcribed  to 
all  inferior  officers  in  the  day  of  battle,  and  in 
fhorr,  did  little  more  than  recapitulate  the  fubftance 
of  his  anlwers  to  Matthews'  queries,  and  the  rejoin- 
der which  he  made  to  that  admiral  whilft  at  Mahon  ; 
only  he  obferved,  that  it  had  been  infinuated  againft 
him  that  he  held  a  correfpondence  with  the  enemy, 
*  rumour  that  was  never  laid  to  his  charge  by  admi- 
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ral  Matthews,  however  his  enemies  might  have  pro- 
pagated it  recently  for  want  of  fufficient  matter  of 
accufation  1  but  this  report  was  fo  ridiculous  if* 
itfelf,  that  he  only  thought  proper-to  fay*  he  was 
never  on  fhore  but  once  while  the  fleet  lay  at  Hieres* 
and  that  was  with  the  leave  of  admiral  Matthews,  in 
order  to  meet  a  French  officer,  who  had  taken  him 
prifoner  in  the  late  war,  and  had  treated  him  with 
great  civility ;  at  which  time  admiral  Rowley  and 
captain  Martin  bore  him  company  all  the  while  they 
converfed  together.  After  remarking  on  the 
evidence  in  vindication  of  his  own  conduct,  he  at- 
tributed the  whole  blame  of  this  unfuccefsful  en- 
gagement, to  the  impetuofity,  temerity,  and  im- 
prudence of  admiral  Matthews,  who  he  affirmed 
haftily  fought  at  fuch  a  difadvantage>  as  endangered, 
the  whole  fleet  entrufted  to  his  command ;  and  af- 
terwards, by  a  quite  contrary  conduct,  fufFered  the 
confederate  fquadrons  to  efcape  by  calling  him  off 
the  chace  the  third  day  after  the  action. 

The  houfe  came  to  feveral  refolutions,  upon 
which  to  found  a  more  exact  enquiry,  namely,  that 
the  Britifh  fleet  at  the  time  of  the  engagement,  waf 
fuperior  in  force  to  the  combined  fleet  of  prance 
and  Spain;  that  the  mifcarriage  in  that  action  re- 
flected on  the  honour  of  his  majefty's  arms,  and 
was  highly  detrimental  to  the  common  caufe,  and  to 
the  intereft  of  the  Britifh  nation ;  that  there  wa3 
reafon  to  apprehend,  from  the  evidence  laid  before 
the  committee,  that  this  mifcarriage  was  owing  to 
a  mifconduct  and  mifbehaviour  in  fome  of  the  com- 
manders and  officers  of  the  Britifh  fleet.  And  ac- 
cordingly on  the  8th  of  April  1745,  the  commons, 
with  their  fpeaker,  waited  on  his  majefly  with  an  ad- 
drefs,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  order  a  court- 
martial  to  examine  into  this  affair  fully. 

In  compliance  with  which  addrefs,  his  majefly  di- 
rected the  lord*  of  die  admiralty  to  appoint  the 

proper 
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proper  officers  for  holding  a  court-martial  fbr  thil 
purpofe,  which  was  opened  oh  the  23d  of  Septem* 
ber,  on  board  his  majedy's  (hip  the  London  at 
Chatham,  and  confided  of  the  following  members*  Sir 
Chaloner  Ogle  prefident,  rear-admiral  Mayne,  com- 
modore Smith,  the  captains  Parry*  Wyrtdham* 
Chambers*  Renton,  Allen,  Francklyn,  Sir  William 
Hewitt,  Coleby,  Layton,  Hamer,  Sir  Charles  MoU 
loy,  Geary,  Callis,  Rodney,  Erflcine,  Pittrmn* 
Elliot,  Spragg,  Swantorr,  Stewart,  and  Orme. 

Captain  Burrifh  of  the  Dorfetfhire  was  firft  brought 
to  his  trial,  the  charge  againft  him  confided  of  five 
articles.  (1)  For  not  engaging  within  point-blank; 
withdrawing  from  the  battle,  and  out  of  his  pro- 
per dation  in  the  line.  (2)  For.  not  bearing  down 
and  engaging  in  his  dation,  notwithdanding  admi- 
ral Matthews  fent  him  two  feveral  orders  fotodo* 
in  reply  to  which  orders  the  captain  pleaded,  thac 
he  had  no.  powder  filled,  although  an  engagement 
had  been  expected  for  feveral  preceding  days.  (3} 
For  firing  when  he  was  out  of  reach  of  the  enemy 
upon  a  point-blank,  contrary  to  his  indructions  and 
his  duty;  (4)  For  not  afliding  and  relieving  the 
Marlborough,  (though  the  next  (hip  to  her  and  ca- 
pable of  giving  her  aflidance)  agreeable  to  his  in- 
ftructions,  and  two  feveral  orders  fent  to  him  by 
lieutenant  Bently  from  admiral  Matthews,  (j)  For 
not  covering  and  conducting  the  fire-fiiip,  whereby 
fhe  blew  up,  without  doing  executibn ;  nbtwith- 
ftanding  her  deceafed  captain  hailed  him,  and  re- 
queded  admittance  from  him.  On  the  9th  of  Octo- 
ber fentence  was  pronounced,  after  having  heard 
a  great  number  of  witneiTcs  both  for  the  profecutiort 
and  the  prifoner.  It  declared,  <c  that  by  reafon  of 
captain  Burrifh  lying  inactive  for  half  an  hour; 
when  he  might  have  a  Aided  the  Marlborough,  and 
that  be  was  not  in  a  line  with  the  admiral  when  he 
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firft  brought  to ;  he  is  guilty  of  part  of  the  charge 
exhibited  againft  him,  as  he  did  not  do  his  utmoft 
to  burn,  fink,  or  deftroy  the  enemy  nor  give  the 
proper  afliftance  to  the  Marlborough,  till  after  the 
meflage  he  received  from  the  admiral  5  and  that  he 
is  guilty  of  the  12th  and  13th  articles  of  the  fighting 
inductions :  and  therefore  the  court  adjudged  him 
to  be  cafhiered,  and  forever  rendered  incapable  of 
being  an  officer  in  his  majefty's  navy. 

The  court  agreed  that  captain  Williams  of  the 
Royal  Oak  failed  in  his  duty,  by  not  being  in  a 
line  with  the  admiral,  and  by  continuing  to  wind- 
ward of  the  line,  during  the  greatcft  part  of  the 
engagement,  and  not  within  a  diftance  to  do  pro- 
per execution,  during  the  greateft  part  of  the  time 
he  was  engaged  j  but  in  regard  to  his  long  fervices, 
and  his  eyefight  being  very  defective,  and  other 
favourable  confiderations,  the  court  were  unani- 
moufly  of  opinion  that  all  this  greatly  weighed  in 
mitigation  of  the  punilhment  otherwife  due,  and 
therefore  only  adjudged  him  as  unfit  to  be  employed 
any  more  at  fea  j  but  recommend  him  to  the  lords 
of  the  admiralty  to  be  continued  on  the  half  pay 
according  to  his  feniority. 

Captain  Ambrofle  of  the  Rupert  was  declared  to 
have  had  it  in  his  power  to  have  engaged  clofer  than 
he  did  j  but  in  regard  that  both  before  and  fince  the 
action  he  had  borne  the  character  of  a  vigilant  offi- 
cer, and  that  his  failure  in  the  action  feemed  to 
have  arifen  from  a  mi  (lake  in  judgment,  the  court 
only  adjudged  him  to  be  cafhiered  during  his  ma- 
jefty's  pleafure,  and  mulcted  one  year's  pay  for  the 
ufe  of  the  cheft  at  Chatham. 

A  confiderablc  fpace  of  time  intervened  between 
the  trials  of  the  captains  and  of  the  two  admirals, 
fo  that  thofe  proceedings  properly  come  among  the 
transactions  of  the  next  year,  we  (hall  therefore  now 
go  back  10  the  opening  of  the  year  1745. 

Vol.  IV.  Mm        ,  The 
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The  death  of  the  unhappy  emperor  Charles  VI L 
which  happened  in  January  1745,  gave  in  entire 
change  to  the  face  of  afiairs  in  the  empire.  The 
grand  duke  of  Tufcany,  confort  to  her  Hungarian 
majefty,  being  inftantly  declared  a  candidate  for  the 
imperial  crown,  his  pretentions  were  warmly  op~ 
poled  by  the  French  king  and  his  allies.  The 
court  of  Vienna  taking  advantage  of  the  late  em* 
peror's  death,  fent  an  army  to  invade  Bavaria,  in  the 
month  of  March,  under  general  Bathiani,  who 
routed  the  French  and  Palatine  troops  at  Pfiften* 
hoven,  took  poflcflion  of  Rain,  Itirroundcd  and 
difarmed  fix  thoufand  Heffians  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Ingolltadt*  and  drove  the  Bavarians  out  of 
that  electorate  5  while  the  young  elector  was  obliged 
to  abandon  his  capital  and  retire  to  Augfburg.  la 
this  emergency,  he  confented  to  become  reconciled 
to  the  court  of  Vienna  >  and  concluded  a  treaty 
with  the  queen,  in  which  (he  confented  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  his  father  had  poffefied  the  Imperial 
dignity,  and  that  his  mother  was  emprefc  dowager* 
and  to  reftore  his  dominions,  with  all  the  forces* 
trtillery,  ftorc6,  and  ammunition,  which  fhe  had 
taken  from  his  father  and  him  ;  on  the  other  hand* 
he  became  guarantee  of  the  pragmatic  fanctton,  and 
engaged  to  give  his  vote  for  her  hufband,  the  grand 
duke  of  Tufcany,  at  the  enfuing  election  of  a  king 
of  the  Romans.  In  the  mean  time,  he  difmifled 
the  auxiliaries  that  were  in  his  pay  and  they  were 
permitted  to  retire  without  moltftation. 

By  the  emperor's  death,  the  caufc  of  contefr 
which  had  been  between  the  powers  of  Europe  waa- 
removed,  neverthelcfs  the  war  was  continued. 

The  French  had  affcmbled  a  formidable  army  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  men  in  the  Ne* 
therlands ;  the  chief  command  of  which  was  giveifc 
to  count  Saxe.   This  general  was  originally  a  foldier 
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pf  fortune,  and  natural  fon  to  Auguftus  king  of 
Poland,  by  the  famous  countefs  of  Koningfmark* 
tie  had  been  bred  from  his  youth  in  camps,  and  had 
ihewn  the  mod  early  instances  of  cool  intrepidity* 
He,  in  the  beginning  of  the  war,  had  offered  his 
fervice  to  feveral  crowns,  and,  among  the  reft,  it  is 
faid,  to  that  of  England;  but  his  offers  were  re* 
je&ed.  He  was  poflelTed  of  great  military  talents  $ 
and,  by  long  habit,  preferred  an  equal  compofure 
in  the  midft  of  battle,  as  in  a  drawing-room  at 
court.  On  the  other  fide,  the  allied  forces,  con- 
fiding of  English,  Hanoverians,  Dutch,  and  Auf- 
trians,  did  not  amount  to  above  feventy  thoufand. 
They  were  commanded  by  the  duke  of  Cumberland, 
who  was  aflifted  by  the  advice  of  count  Konigfeg, 
an  Auftrian  general  of  great  experience.  The 
prince  of  Waldec  commanded  the  Dutch  forces, 
Thefe  were  incapable  of  withftanding  fuch  a  fupc- 
rior  force,  and  commanded  by  fuch  a  general.  The 
French  had  befieged  and  took  Fribourg,  before  they 
went  into  winter  quarters ;  and  early  this  campaign 
they  inverted  the  city  of  Tournay.  The  allies  were 
refolved  to  prevent  the  lofs  of  this  city  by  a  battle  i 
for  which  purpofe  they  marched  towards  the  enemy, 
and  took  poll  in  fight  of  the  French,  who  were  in- 
camped  on  an  eminence;  the  village  of  Antoine  on 
the  right,  a  wood  on  their  left,  and  the  town  of 
Fontenoy  before  them.  This  advantageous  fituatiorr 
did  not  reprefs  the  ardour,  of  the  Englifh ;  on  the 
13th  day  of  April  the  duke  of  Cumberland  marched 
to  the  attack  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning.  The 
Britifh  infantry  preJTed  forward,  bore  down  all  op- 
pofuion,  and,  for  near  an  hour,  were  victorious. 
Marfhal  Saxe  was  at  that  time  fick  of  the  fame  dif- 
order  of  which  he  afterwards  died.  He  vifited  all 
the  pofts  in  a  litter,  and  faw,  notwithstanding  all 
appearances,  that  the  day  was  his  own.   The  Eng- 
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lifh  column,  without  command,  by  a  mere  mecha- 
nical courage,  had  advanced  upon  the  enemies  lines, 
which  formed  an  avenue  on  each  fide  to  receive 
them.  The  French  artillery  began  to  play  upon 
this  forlorn  body;  and,  though  they  continued  a 
long  time  unfhaken,  they  were  obliged  to  retreat 
about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  This  was  one 
of  the  moft  bloody  battles  that  had  been  fought 
this  age ;  the  allies  left  upon  the  field  near  twelve 
thoufand  (lain  ;  and  the  French  bought  their  victory 
with  near  an  equal  number. 

This  blow,  by  which  Tourney  was  taken,  gave 
the  French  a  manifeft  fuperiority  all  the  reft  of  the 
campaign,  which  they  did  not  forego  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war. 

It  was  in  her  naval  expeditions  that  Great  Britain 
triumphed  during  the  year  174J.  The  ifland  of 
Cape  Breton  had  been  confirmed  to  France  by  the 
peace  of  Utrecht.  The  Englifti  nation  was  very 
averfe  to  permitting  the  French  to  people  and  for- 
tify that  pofTeffion,  but  the  moderation  of  queen 
Anne,  or  perhaps  the  corruption  of  her  minifters, 
prevented  that  kingdom  from  being  expofed  to  this 
additional  mortification,  and  (he  was  authorized  to 
make  what  alterations  (he  thought  proper  at  Cape 
Breton*.  The  cod-fifhery  carried  on  in  thoft  parts 
was  the  fource  of  an  advantageous  commerce,  which 
employed  annually  above  five  hundred  veffels  be- 
longing to  Bayonne,  St.  Jean  de  Luz,  Havre  de 
Grace,  and  other  towns  in  France  j  thefe  (hips  alfo 
brought  home  at  lead  three  thoufand  tons  of  oil, 
proper  for  a  variety  of  manufactures  :  it  was  a  nur- 
fery  for  failors  5  and  this  commerce,  joined  to  that 
of  cod-fifhery,  employed  ten  thoufand  feamen,  and 
circulated  ten  millions  of  livres  f,  or  near  half  a, 
million  ftcrling. 

*  Abbe  Jtaynal.  f  Voltaire. 
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This  ifland  is  fituated  at  the  entrance  of  the  gulph 
of  St.  Lawrence,  between  the  45th  and  47  th  de- 
grees of  north  latitude.  Newfoundland  lies  to  the 
eaft,  on  the  fame  gulph,  and  is  only  fifteen  or  fixteen 
leagues  diftant  from  it ;  and  to  the  weft,  Acadia, 
or  Nova  Scotia,  is  only  leparated  from  the  ifland  by 
a  flrait,  not  more  than  three  or  four  leagues  over. 
Cape  Breton,  thus  fituated  between  the  territories 
ceded  to  its  enemies,  threatened  their  pofieffions, 
while  it  protected  thofe  of  France.  The  ifland  mea- 
sures about  thirty-fix  leagues  in  length,  and  twenty- 
two  in  its  greateft  breadth.  It  is  furrounded  with 
little  iharp-pointed  rocks,  feparated  from  each  other 
by  the  waves,  above  which  fome  of  their  tops  are 
vifible.  All  its  harbours  open  to  the  eaft,  turning 
towards  the  fouth.  On  the  other  parts  of  the  coait 
there  are  but  a  few  anchoring- places  for  fmall  vef- 
fels,  in  creeks,  or  between  iflets.  Except  in  the 
hilly  parts,  the  furface  of  the  country  has  but  little 
folidity,  being  every  where  covered  with  a  light 
mofs,  and  with  water.  The  dampnefs  of  the  foil  is 
exhaled  in  fogs,  without  rendering  the  air  un wholes 
fome.  In  other  refpecls,  the  climate  is  very  cold, 
owing  either  to  the  prodigious  quantity  ot  lakes, 
which  cover  above  half  the  ifland,  an8  remain  frozen 
a  long  time,  or  to  the  number  of  forefts,  that  to- 
tally intercept  the  rays  of  the  fun  ;  the  effeft  of 
which  is  befides  decreafed  by  perpetual  clouds. 

Though  fome  fifhermen  had  long  reforted  to  Cape 
Breton  every  fummer,  not  more  than  twenty  or 
thirty  had  ever  fixed  there.  The  French,  who  took 
poflfeflion  of  it  in  Auguft  1713,  were  properly  the 
firft  inhabitants.  They  changed  its  name  into  that 
of  Ifle  Roy  ale,  and  fixed  upon  fort  Dauphin  for  their 
principal  fctdement.  This  harbour  was  two  leagues 
in  circumference.  The  fhips  which  came  to  the 
very  fhore,  were  Iheltered  from  winds.  Forefts  af- 
fording 
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fording  oak  fufficient  to  build  and  fortify  a  large 
city,  were  near  at  hand ;  the  ground  appeared  left 
barren  than  in  other  parts,  and  the  fifhery  was  more 
plentiful.  This  harbour  might  have  been  made  inv 
pregnable  at  a  trifling  expence,  but  the  difficulty  of 
approaching  it,  (a  circumftance  that  had  at  firft 
made  a  ftronger  impreflion  than  the  advantages  re- 
fulting  from  it)  occafioned  it  to  be  abandoned  after 
great  labour  had  been  bellowed  upon  it.  They  then 
turned  their  views  to  Louifbourg,  the  accefs  to 
which  was  eafier,  and  convenience  was  thus  pre- 
ferred to  fecurity. 

The  harbour  of  Louifbourg,  fituated  on  the 
eaftern  coaft  of  the  ifland,  is  at  leaft  a  league  in 
depth,  and  above  a  quarter  of  a  league  broad  in  the 
narrowed  part.  Its  bottom  is  good,  the  foundings 
are  ufually  from  fix  to  ten  fathom,  and  it  is  eafy  to 
tack  about  in  it  either  to  fail  in  or  out  even  in  bad 
weather.  It  includes  a  fmall  gulph,  very  commo- 
dious for  refitting  fhips  of  all  fizes,  which  may  even 
winter  there,  with  proper  precautions.  The  only 
inconvenience  attending  this  excellent  harbour  is, 
that  it  is  frozen  up  from  November  till  May,  and 
frequently  continues  fo  till  June.  The  entrance, 
which  is  naturaily  narrow,  is  alfo  guarded  by  Goat 
Ifland ;  the  cannon  of  which  playing  upon  a  level 
with  the  furface  of  the  water,  would  fink  (hips  of 
any  fize,  that  (hould  attempt  to  force  thepafiTage* 
The  batteries,  one  of  thirty-fix,  the  other  of  twelve 
twenty-four  pounders,  ere&ed  on  the  two  oppofite 
fhores,  would  ibpport  and  crols  this  formidable 
fire. 

The  town  is  built  on  a  neck  of  land  that  runs  into 
the  fea,  and  is  about  half  a  league  in  circuit ;  the 
ftreets  are  broad  and  regular.  Almoft  all  the  houfes 
are  made  of  wood.  Thofe  that  are  of  ftone,  were 
conftru&cd  at  the  expence  of  the  government,  and 
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are  deftined  for  the  reception  of  the  troops.  A 
number  of  wharfs  have  been  eredbed,  that  project 
a  confide rable  way  into  the  harbour,  and  are  ex> 
tremely  convenient  for  loading  and  unloading  the 
fhips- 

The  fortification  of  Louifbourg  was  only  begun 
in  1720.  This  undertaking  was  executed  upoo 
very  good  plans,  and  is  fuppJied  with  all  the  works 
that  can  render  a  place  formidable.  A  fpace  of 
about  a  hundred  toiies  only,  was  left  without  ram^ 
parts  on  the  fide  next  the  fea,  which  was  thought 
sufficiently  defended  by  its  fituation.  It  was  doled 
only  with  a  fimple  dyke.  The  fea  was  fo  /hallow 
in  this  place,  that  it  made  a  kind  of  narrow  canal, 
tnacceflible  from  the  number  of  its  reefs  to  any 
Slipping  whatever.  The  fire  from  the  fide  baf. 
tions  completely  fecured  this  fpot  from  any  attack. 

The  neceflky  of  bringing  ftone  from  Europe, 
and  other  materials  proper  for  thefe  great  works, 
fometimes  retarded  their  progrefs,  but  never  made 
them  be  difcontinued.  More  than  thirty  millions  * 
were  expended  upon  them.  This  was  not  thought 
too  great  a  fum  for  the  fupport  of  the  fifheries,  for 
fecuring  the  communication  between  France  and 
Canada,  and  for  obtaining  a  fccurity  or  retreat  to> 
fhips  in  time  of  war  coming  from  the  fouthern 
inlands.  Nature  and  found  policy  required  that  the 
riches  of  the  New  World  fhould  be  protected  by  the 
ftrength  of  the  Old. 

The  plan  for  reducing  this  fortrefs  was  planned 
at  Rofton  in  New  England,  recommended  by  their 
general  affembly,  and  approved  by  the  Rritifh  ca- 
binet. Inductions  were  fent  from  the  board  of 
admiralty  to  commodore  Warren,  who  commanded 
ia  the  Leeward  Illands,  to  fail  for  the  northern  parts 
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of  America,  and  co-opcratc  with  the  naval  forces  of 
New  England  in  this  expedition.  Meanwhile  a 
lottery  had  been  fet  on  foot  in  America*  which  fur- 
nifhed  the  means  of  raifing  a  fmall  army  of  four 
thoufand  volunteers,  which  was  accoutred  and  pro- 
vided with  tranfports  at  the  fole  expence  of  the 
colony.  The  command  of  thefe  troops  was  en- 
trufted  to  Mr.  Pepperil,  a  trader  of  Pifcataway, 
whofe  influence  was  extenfive  in  that  country;  not- 
withftanding  he  was  a  man  bred  to  trade,  with  a 
very  confined  education,  and  unacquainted  with 
military  operations. 

In  April  Mr.  Warren  arrived  at  Canib  in  Nova 
Scotia  with  the  Superbe,  of  fixty  guns,  the  Lancefton, 
Eltham,  and  Mermaid,  of  forty  guns  each ;  here 
he  found  ten  American  privateers,  and  every  thing 
in  readinefs  for  fetting  toward  on  the  expedition. 

On  the  30th  day  of  April  they  came  to  an  anchor 
in  Gabaron  bay,  about  a  league  from  Louifbourg. 
Here  the  troops  were  landed,  without  the  lofs  of  a 
fmgle  man,  though  captain  Marpang  was  fent  at 
the  head  of  a  detachment  of  one  hundred  men  to 
prevent  their  landing  i  but  the  fire  from  the  fhips 
foon  difperfed  them,  and  drove  them  into  the 
woods,  which  prevented  them  from  returning  to 
Louifbourg. 

While  the  troops  were  making  great  advances 
towards  the  reduction  of  the  place,  the  commodore 
cruifed  off  the  harbour,  and  had  the  good  fortune 
to  take  the  Vigilante,  a  new  French  man  of  war  of 
fixty-four  guns  and  five  hundred  and  fixty  men, 
commanded  by  the  marquis  de  Maifonfort.  She 
was  laden  with  (lores,  a  great  number  of  battering 
cannon,  one  thoufand  half  barrels  of  gunpowder, 
&c.  the  whole  cargo  valued  atfixty  thoufand  pounds. 
The  commodore  alio  took  a  large  brigantine  from 
France,  laden  with  brandy  and  ftores ;  two  French 
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(hips  and  a  (now  were  alfo  taken  by  the  Sunderland 
and  Chefter,  one  of  which  was  a  French  frigate 
called  the  Deliverance,  and  came  from  the  South 
Seas,  richly  laden.  By  thefe  fortunate  acquifitions, 
the  French  were  deprived  of  all  their  expected 
fuccours,  and  the  town  foon  reduced  to  the  utmoft 
neccfllty. 

A  difagreement  fubfiftcd  between  the  French 
officers  and  their  foldiers,  which  prevented  the  go- 
vernor, M.  de  Chambon,  from  taking  the  mod  active 
and  effVctual  meafures  for  the  defence  of  the  place. 
Had  he  muttered  his  whole  force,  and  fallen  upon 
the  New  England  troops  whilft  they  were  forming 
their  camp  and  beginning  to  open  their  trenches, 
he  would  mod  probably  have  proved  fuccekful. 
Befiegers  unacquainted  with  the  principles  of  the, 
art  of  war,  were  very  likely  to  be  difconcened  by 
regular  and  vigorous  attacks.  The  firfl:  checks 
might  have  been  fufficient  to  difcourage  them,  and 
make  them  relinquifh  the  undertaking  ;  but  fuch 
were  the  fufpicions  which  the  officers  entertained  of 
their  men,  that  when  they  cxpreffed  an  ardour  to 
be  led  forth  to  action,  they  imputed  it  to  a  general 
defign  which  the  foldiers  had  formed  of  deleting, 
and  that  it  was  with  fuch  views  alone  that  they  were 
defirous  of  faliying  out. 

The  Abbe  Raynal  informs  us,  that  this  difagree- 
ment  took  its  rife  from  the  following  circumftance. 
The  French  foldiers  had  been  employed  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  in  repairing  and  ftrengthening  \ht 
fortifications  of  Louifbourg;  but  after  they  had 
exerted  themfelves  with  fingular  fpirit  in  this  bufi- 
nefs,  their  officers,  who  had  received  from  the 
French  government  full  payment  for  the  expences 
charged  for  thefe  improvements,  appropriated  to 
themfelves  the  whole  money.  The  foldiers  in  vain 
alTerted  their  right  to  a  gratuity  for  their  labour, 

Vol.  IV,  N  n  they 
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they  could  obtain  no  redrefs.  Hereupon  their  in- 
dignation againft  thefe  rapacious  extortioners  rofe  to 
fuch  a  heighr,  that  they  defpifed  all  authority. 
They  had  lived  in  open  rebellion  for  fix  months 
when  the  Englifh  appeared  before  the  place ;  but 
no  fooner  was  an  enemy  defcried,  than  the  foldiers 
cxprefTed  a  readinefs  to  forget  the  injuries  they  had 
received,  and  to  unite  with  their  officers  in  the  com- 
mon caufe  of  all ;  but  their  commanders  miftruft- 
ing  a  generofuy  of  which  they  themfelves  were  in- 
capable, could  not  conceive  it  poflible  that  the  fol- 
diers were  actuated  by  fuch  exalted  fcntiments  as  to 
facrifice  their  own  refentment  to  the  good  of  their 
country  ;  they  therefore  kept  them  in  a  manner  pri- 
foners  in  the  town  *. 

While  the  American  troops,  re-enforced  by  eight 
hundred  marines,  carried  on  their  approaches  by 
land,  the  fquadron  blocked  up  the  place  by  fea  fo 
effectually  as  to  prevent  all  kind  of  fuccours  beiwg 
thrown  in.  A  French  lhip  of  fixty-four  guns,  with 
a  fupply  of  ammunition  and  other  neceflaries  for 
the  garrifon,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh;  foon 
after  which  the  commodore  was  joined  by  the  Can- 
terbury and  Sunderland,  of  fixty  guns  each,  and 
the  Chefter,  of  fifty  guns,  and  on  the  i  ith  of  June 
arrived  the  Princefs  Mary,  the  Hector,  and  the 
Lark.  Through  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  fiege, 
commodore  Warren  gave  the  fulleft  proofs  of  vigi- 
lance, courage,  and  confummate  (kill.  The  engi- 
neers from  the  mips  and  the  officers  who  commanded 
the  marines,  fuccefsfully  conducted  the  operations 
of  thefiege>  whilft  the  American  troops  chearfully 
and  bravely  acted  under  their  directions.  The 
bombs  which  were  thrown  into  the  town  having 
done  great  execution,  and  the  governor  feeing  no 

»  Hift.  Polit.  liv.  XVI. 
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poflibility  of  receiving  fuccours,  fent  a  flag  of  truce 
to  the  Britifh  camp,  and  capitulated  on  the  17th 
day  of  June,  when  the  city  of  Louifbourg  and  the 
ifland  of  Cape  Breton  were  furrendered  to  his  Bri- 
tannic majefty.  The  Englifh  prefcribed  their  own 
terms.  The  garrifon  and  inhabitants  engaged  that 
they  would  not  bear  arms  againft  Great  Britain  or 
her  allies  during  twelve  months,  and  the  Englifh 
undertook  to  tranfport  them,  being  about  two 
thoufand  people,  to  France  $  they  were  therefore 
loon  after  embarked  in  fourteen  cartel  fhips,  and 
tranfporred  to  Rochfort,  to  the  great  furprize  of  the 
French,  who  faw  an  entire  new  colony  left  upon 
their  ftrand  by  Englifh  fhips. 

The  reduction  of  Louifbourg  proved  fatal  to  the 
French  Eaft-India  Company.  That  body  of  mer- 
chants had  undertaken  to  farm  the  fur  trade  of  Ca- 
nada, fo  that  their  lhips  often  touched  at  Louifbourg. 
Soon  afcer  it  fell  inco  the  hands  of  the  Englifh  ; 
two  of  thofe  fhips  failed  into  the  harbour,  ignorant 
of  the  fate  which  had  befallen  it  :  nor  did  the 
good  fortune  of  the  captors  flop  here ;  a  large 
Weft-Indiaman,  named  the  Efperance,  which  had 
been  chafed  by  privateers,  having  efcaped  them, 
fought  an  asylum  in  the  harbour  of  Louifbourg, 
and  there  met  the  deftiny  it  endeavoured  to  fhun*. 

The  news  of  the  conqueft  of  this  ifland  being 
tranfmitted  to  England,  Mr.  Fepperel  was  created 
a  knight-baronet,  and  addrefles  were  prefented  to 
his  majefty  from  different  parts  of  the  kingdom, 
congratulating  him  on  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms. 

"  The  poffeffion  of  Cape  Breton,"  fays  doctor 
Smollett,  "  was  doubtlefs  a  valuable  acquifition  to 
Great  Britain.  It  not  only  diftrefTed  the  French  in 
their  fifhery  and  navigation,  but  removed  all  fears 

■ 

•  Vohiirc's  age  of  Louis  XV. 
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of  an  encroachment  and  rivallhip  from  theEnglifti 
rimers  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland.    It  freed 
New  England  from  the  terrors  of  a  dangerous 
neighbour  j  overawed  the  Indians  of  that  country  ; 
and  fecured  the  poffeflion  of  Acadia  to  the  crown 
of  Great  Britain.    The  plan  of  this  conqueft  was 
originally  laid  by  Mr.  Atichmury,  judge  advocate 
of  the  court  of  admiralty  in  New  England.  He 
demonftrated  that  the  reduction  of  Cape  Breton 
would  put  the  Englifh   in  fole  pofiTcffion  of  the 
fifhery  of  North  America,  which  would  annually 
return   to    Great  Britain   two    millions  (telling 
for  the  manufactures  yearly  (hipped -to  the  plan- 
tations ;  employ  many  thouland  families  that  were 
otherwife  unferviceable  to  the  public  ;  increafe  the 
(hipping  and  mariners    extend  navigation  ;  cut  off 
all  communication  between  France  and  Canada  by 
the  river  St.  Laurence    fo  that  Quebec  would  fall 
of  courfe  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh,  who  might 
expel  the  French  entirely  from  America,  open  a 
correfpondence  with  the  remote  Indians,  and  render 
themfelves   mailers  of  the   profitable  fur-trade, 
which  was  now  engrofTed  by  the  enemy.    The  na- 
tives  of  New  England  acquired  great  reputation  by 
the  fuccefs  of  this  enterprize.    Britain,  which  had 
in  fome  inftances  behaved  as  a  ftep-mother  to  her 
own  colonies,  was  now  convinced  of  their  import- 
ance j  and  treated  thofe  as  brethren  whom  (he  had 
too  long  confidered   as  aliens  and  rivals.  Cir- 
cumftanced  as  the  nation  is,  the  legiflature  cannot 
too  tenderly  cherifli  the  interests  of  the  Britifti  plan- 
tations in  America.  They  are  inhabited  by  a  brave, 
hardy,  induftrious  people,  animated  with  an  active 
fpirit  of  commerce  5  infpired  with  a  noble  zeal  for 
liberty  and  independence.    The  trade  of  Great 
Britain,  clogged  with  heavy  taxes  and  impofitions, 
has  for  fomc  time  languimed  in  many  valuable 
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branches.  The  French  have  under- fold  our  cloths, 
and  fpoiled  our  markets  in  the  Levant ;  Spain  is 
no  longer  fupplied  as  ufual  with  the  commodities  of 
England  ;  the  exports  to  Germany  muft  be  consi- 
derably diminished  by  the  mifunderftandingbetween 
Great  Britain  and  the  houfe  of  Auftria  *  j  confe- 
quently  her  greateft  refource  muft  be  in  her  com* 
munication  with  her  own  colonies,  which  con  fume 
her  manufactures,  and  make  immenfe  returns  in 
fugar,  rum,  tobacco,  fifh,  timber,  naval-ftores, 
iron,  furs,  drugs,  rice,  and  indico.  The  fouthern 
plantations  likewife  produce  filk,  and  with  due 
encouragement  might  furnifli  every  thing  that  could 
be  expedbd  from  the  moft  fertile  foil  and  the  hap- 
pieft  climate.  The  continent  of  North  America, 
if  properly  cultivated,  will  prove  an  inexhauftiblc 
fund  of  wealth  and  itrength  to  Great  Britain,  and 
perhaps  it  may  become  the  laft  ailylum  of  Britiih 
liberty,  when  the  nation  is  enflaved  by  domeftic 
defpotifm,  or  foreign  dominion.  When  her  fub- 
ftance  is  wafted,  her  fpirit  broken,  and  the  laws 
and  conftitution  are  no  more;  then  thofe  colo- 
nies, fent  off  by  our  fathers,  may  receive  and  en- 
tertain their  fons  as  haplefs  exiles  and  ruined  re- 
fugees." f 

A  privateer  called  the  Prince  Frederick,  about 
this  time,  had  the  good  fortune  to  take  two  prizes, 
the  value  of  which  furpaffed  all  the  treafure  brought 
home  by  commodore  Anfon.  Captain  James  Tal- 
bot, who  commanded  this  fortunate  cruifer,  failed 
from  Cowes  the  fecond  day  of  June,  in  company 
with  the  Duke  and  Prince  George,  of  which 
little  fquadron  he  was  commodore.  Five  days 
after  they  had  got  to  fca,  the  Prince  George, 
in  chafing  a  fail  which  appeared  in  fight,  overfet 

*  Thi»  was  written  during  the  late  war.  f  Hiftory  of  England, 
Vol.  XI.  p.  209. 
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and  no  more  than  twenty  of  thofe  on  board 
could  be  faved,  one  hundred  and  fourteen  perfons 
perifhing.  Captain  Talbot  proceeded  with  his  two 
(hips  to  the  Weftern  Iflands,  and  on  the  10th  day 
of  July,  at  fix  in  the  morning,  three  Jail  were  dc- 
fcried  bearing  weftward.  In  about  an  hour  they 
were  plainly  difcerned  to  be  French  (hips,  and  as 
they  mewed  no  difpofition  to  avoid  an  action,  a 
warm  engagement  began.  The  duke  bore  to  wind- 
ward, and  wafted  her  fire  to  little  purpofc  againft 
one  of  the  enemies  fhips.  The  Prince  Frederick 
more  judicioufly  bore  down  within  piftol-fhot  of  one 
of  them,  when  a  warm  fire  was  maintained  for  three 
hours.  The  French  captain  propofed  to  his  people 
to  blow  up  the  (hip  rather  than  lurrender  her  ;  buc 
he  being  mortally  wounded  the  colours  were  ftruck. 
Whilft  the  Prince  Frederick  was  thus  engaged  with 
one  of  the  Frenchmen,  the  third,  which  was  the 
largeft,  attacked  her  on  her  ofF-bow,  and  put  her 
between  two  fires.  As  foon  as  the  firft  had  ftruck, 
Captain  Talbot  directed  all  his  force  againft  the 
other,  who,  notwithftanding  the  lofs  of  her  afib- 
ciate,  fought  it  out  with  grent  bravery  for  a 
confiderable  time  longer.  It  was  not  until  the 
captain  had  received  a  wound  that  obliged  him  ta 
quit  the  deck  that  her  colours  were  ftruck.  The 
whole  day  had  been  employed  in  this  defperate 
fervice,  in  all  which  time  the  duke  had  not  been 
able  to  mafter  the  fmalleft  of  the  three  (hips  which 
fell  to  her  mare;  and  when  night  approached,  the 
Frenchman  crowding  fail  to  get  away,  (he  quitted 
him  to  aflift  the  Prince  Frederick,  who  had  then 
got  poffeflion  of  her  two  prizes.  The  brave  captain 
Talbot  all  this  time  imagined  he  had  been  engaging 
two  Martinico-men  but  when  their  officers  were 
brought  on  board  the  Prince  Frederick  he  was  mod 
agreeably  furprifed  to  find  that  they  were  freighted 
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with  treafure  from  Callao  in  Peru,  which  had  been 
put  on  board  thefe  French  fhips  to  be  tranfported  to 
Europe  with  greater  fafety,  as  war  had  not  been 
declared  between  France  and  England  when  thofe 
(hips  failed.  They  were  called  the  Marquefs  d'Antin, 
burden  four  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  and  twenty-four 
guns,  captain  Magon  Serpere,  and  the  El  Lewis 
Herafma,  five  hundred  tons,  twenty-eight  guns, 
captain  Pedro  Luvigne  Luenel,  and  the  one  thatef- 
caped  was  called  Notre  Dame  de  Liberance,  of  three 
hundred  tons,  and  eighteen  guns,  captain  Pedro  Litan. 
On  board  the  Prince  Frederic  five  men  were  killed 
and  twenty-five  wounded.  In  the  engagement  a 
youth  named  Mailerfon,  who  had  failed  with  com- 
modore Anfon  round  the  world,  greatly  diftinguifhed 
himfelf,  and  by  his  conduct  contributed  much  to 
the  fuccefs  of  the  day.  It  was  with  difficulty  the 
French  mips  could  be  brought  into  port,  having 
fuffered  fo  much  in  the  action  that  they  were  obliged 
to  be  towed  for  three  weeks,  until  they  reached  the 
harbour  of  Kinfale.  They  had  been  out  four 
years,  and  were  luppofed  to  have  a  million  fieri ing 
on  board  in  gold  and  filver,  befides  eight  hundred 
tons  of  cocoa.  A  Spaniard  who  had  been  governor 
of  Peru  was  on  board  one  of  thefe  fhips,  befides 
many  French  and  Spaniards  of  great  diitinction. 
Such  was  the  generolity  of  the  privateer's  people, 
that  they  took  none  of  the  rings,  watches,  money, 
or  other  valuable  effects  which  the  pafiengfcrs  had  about 
their  perfons  ;  and  when  they  put  the  common  men 
aftiore,  they  diftributed  to  each  man  twenty  guineas. 
When  the  wealth  of  thefe  fhips  was  divided,  each 
failor  of  the  two  privateers  had  eight  hundred  and 
fifty  guineas  for  his  (hare ;  the  two  captains  had 
each  three  thoufand  five  hundred  guineas,  and  the 
remainder  was  divided  among  the  owners  of  the 
privateers,  after  it  had  been  tranfported  in  triumph 
4  from 
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tender  of  it  to  his  majefty,  to  enable  him  to  (up- 
p6tt  the1  war ;  this  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  pro- 
prietors received  intereft  thereon. 

Commodore  Barnct  on  the  5th  da£  of  May, 
1744,  had  failed  from  Portfmouth  with  four  men  of 
war*  for  the  Eaft-Indies,  in  confequence  of  an 
application  which  had  been  made  by  the  Eaft-India 
directors  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty.  The  com- 
modore having  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
touched  at  the  ifland  of  Madagafcar  to  take  in 
water.  Here  the  fquadron  feparated  ;  commodore 
Barnet  in  the  Deptford,  and  lord  Northelk  in  the 
Prefton,  fleered  their  courfe  for  the  ftraits  of  Sunda, 
while  captain  Penton  in  the  Med  way,  and  captain 
Moore  in  the  Diamond,  took  a  more  northern 
courfe,  defigning  to  cruife  in  the  ftraits  of  Malacca. 
The  general  rendezvous  was  appointed  at  Batavia. 
A9  by  one  or  other  of  thefe  channels  att  fhips  from 
China  enter  the  great  Indian  Ocean  ;  they  expected 
to  make  *hemfelvcs  matters  of  the  French  fhips 
which  were  homeward  bound  from  thence,  and 
which  were  provided  with  no  other  convoy  than  a 
fifty  gun  ftitp.  On  the  25th  day  of  January,  1744-5, 
three  fail  appeared  in  fight  of  commodore  Barnet's 
divifion,  foon  after  his  arrival  at  the  deflined  fpot. 
The  commodore  and  lord  Northefk  had  fo  effectu- 
ally difguifed  their  fhips  by  painting  and  rigging 
them  in  the  Dutch  manner,  that  the  French  came 
within  mufket-fhot,  not  doubting  but  that  they 
were  Dutchmen,  till  the  commodore  and  lord  Nor- 
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tWlk  ftruck  the  Dutch,  and  hoifted  Englifh  colours* 
but  the  French  were  ready  to  fire  as  foon  as  the 
commodore.  The  French  (hips  were  laden  from 
Canton  for  Europe,  being  about  feven  hundred 
tons,  with  thirty  guns  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men  each,  richly  laden  with  tea,  china-ware,  and 
iilk.  Commodore  Barnet  gave  the  French  commp*1 
dore  a  broad-fide,  which  he  and  his  conforts  re- 
turned, and  a  (harp  engagement  enfued.  At  the 
beginning  of  the  adtion  lord  Northefk  was  ordered 
to  board  one  of  the  Chinamen  i  but  fome  of  the 
firft  (hot  from  the  French  cut  the  tiller  ropes  of 
both  the  men  of  war,  as  they  were  Iheering  on 
board,  by  which  accident  the  opportunity  was  loft, 
and  commodore  Barnet,  fearing  fome  of  the  French 
would  efcape,  foon  prevented  them.  The  Preftoii 
was  not  long  in  getting  into  her  ftation';  and  iri 
about  three  glaffes,  after  a  gallant  refiftance,  th<j 
three  Frenchmen  (truck,  when  the  commodore 
took  poflefllon  of  the  prizes,  and  brought  the 
French  captains  and  fupercargoes  on  board  the 
Deptford  ;  where  he  was  informed  by  the  fupercar- 
goes, that  the  lading  of  each  fhip  would  have  been 
worth  above  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  fterling 
in  France  *. 

The  Medway  and  Diamond  had  alfo  been  dif- 
guifed  like  Dutchmen,  and  in  their  way  to  the 
Malacca  ftraits,  called  at  Achem,  where  they  found 
a  French  privateer,  which  had  been  fitted  our,  and 
fent  from  Pondicherry  to  cruize  in  the  China  feas. 
They  carried  her  with  them  through  the  ftraits,  and 
in  their  paflage  took  a  French  fhip  from  Manilla, 
with  feventy-two  chefts  of  dollars  on  board,  con- 
taining three  thoufand  each,  with  two  chefts  of  gold 
worth  thirty,  thoufond  pounds.    Afccrwardt  thtf 

*  Comauxicre  Bawefi  letter  to  Mr.  Corbet. 
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p rqcccdcd  witht  their  prizes  to  the  (traits,  of  Banca, 
where  waiting  in  expectation  of  the  French  fhips 
from  Canton,  they  law  the  Calmar,  a  Swedifh  In- 
diarnan,  on  board  of  which  was  an  Englifh  officer 
with  intelligence  to  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  of 
the  cpmmodore's  fuccefsj  upon  which  the  Medway 
and  Diarpond  refolved  to  go  to  their  rendezvous  ac 
Batavia,  where  the  whole  fquadron  foon  after  joined. 
•  In  the  Weft-Indies  commodore  Warren  having 
taken  4°  large  a  force  for  the  northern  expedition, 
the  iflands  became  very  much  expofed  to  the  attack 
of  an  enemy,  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle  having  returned  to 
England  the  beginning  of  the  year,  with  fix  men  of 
war.  Therefore,  for  the  fee ur icy  of  thefe  fettlements, 
vice-admiral  To wnfend,  who  was  then  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, was  ordered  to  proceed  with  a  fquadron  of 
eight  fliips  *  to  the  Wcfl-lndies.  He  failed  from 
Gibraltar  on  the  id  day  of  Auguft,  and  arrived  be- 
fore Martinico  on.  the  3d  day  of  October,  where  he 
was  joined  by  the  Pembroke,  of  fixty  guns,  and  the? 
Woolwich,  of  fiftv. 

The  ifland  of  Martinico  had  been  long  in  great 
want  of  provisions  and  (tores ;  but  the  French  had 
lately  Tent  commodore  Macnamara  from  Rochfort 
with  feven  men  of  war  to  convoy  two  hundred  fail 
of  fhips,  laden  with  merchandife  and  provifions. 
Admiral  Townlhcnd,  expecting  the  arrival  of  this 
fleet,  waited  till  the  thirty-firft  of  October,  when 
about  feven  in  the  morning  he  difcovered  forty 
fail,  being  the,  French  commodore,  with  four  fhips 
of  his  fquadron  and  part  of  his  convoy,  coming 
round  the  Touch  point  of  Martinico,  and  clofe  under 

Gun*.  Guns. 
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the  land.  Upon  this  the  Britifli  fquadron  ftoQ4 
towards  them,  and  formed  a  line  of  battle,  Bijc 
.the  vice-admiral  perceiving  that  the  French  com- 
modore endeavoured  to  avoid  coming  to  an  engage- 
ment, he  ordered  a  general  chace,  and  purfued  the 
French  with  all  pofljble  expedition,  which  fuj;- 
ceeded  fo  well  that  feveral  of  the  French  (hips  were 
driven  to  leeward,  and  taken  by  the  EnglilK'  In 
the  mean  time  vice-admiral  Townfliend  purfued 
the  French  men  of  war,  and  one  of  them  called 
the  Ruby,  of  fixty  guns,  carrying  away  her  mairi- 
top-maft,  the  Lenox  got  near  enough  to  exchange 
fome  broad-fides,  and  foon  forced  her  a-fhore  in  a 
fandy  bay,  under  a  fortification  on  the  fouth  fide  of 
the  ifiand.  The  commodore,'  in  the  Magnanime, 
of  eighty  guns,  got,  with  great  difficulty,  under 
the  cannon  of  Fort  Royal,  and  a  battery  of  forty 
guns  on  the  oppofite  fhore ;  but  in  the  hurry  and 
confufion  ran  a-ground,  where  the  fhip  received 
confiderable  damage.  Vice-admiral  Townlhend 
fpent  the  remainder  of  this,  and  the  three  following 
days,  in  cutting  out,  burning,  and  deftroying  the 
merchant  fhips,  of  which  fifteen  were  taken,  three 
burnt,  and  feveral  bulged  on  the  rocks,  the  firft 
day  of  the  purfuit;  and  upon  the  whole,  above 
thirty  fail  of  the  French  were  either  taken,  funk, 
burnt,  or  deftroyed.  *  ? 

After  this  the  Englilh  admiral  put  into  Prince 
Rupert's  bay  in  the  ifiand  of  Dominico,  about  nine 
.  leagues  north  of  Martinico,  and  from  thence  failed 
to  Antigua,  where  he  continued  till  the  ninth  of 
November  ;  when  he  returned  to  Martinico,  and  fo 
clofely  blocked  up  that  ifiand,  that  the  inhabitants 
were  reduced  to  the  greateft  diftrefs  for  want  of 
provifions. 

A  fleet  of  men  of  war  under  the  command 
of  admiral  Martin,  cruifed  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay 
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to.wtch^the  motions  of  the  French  fteet  in  the 
harbour  of  Breft.     Rear-admiral  Medley  failed 
from  Spithead  with  feven  men  of  war,  having  the 
outward  bound  Eaft-Indiamen,  and  a  great  number 
of  merchantmen  under  his  convoy  to  a  certain  lati- 
tude, he  was  then  to  proceed  to  the  Mediterranean 
to  rerenforce  admiral  Rowley.    A  violent  ftorrh 
;overtook  this  large  fleet  on  the  26th  day  of  Febru- 
ary in  Torbay,  did  confiderable  damage  to  many  of 
'the  merchantmen,  and  obliged  them  to  put  back  to 
>efiti  the  admiral  arrived  with  his  men  of  war  at 
Minorca  on  the  10th  day  of  April.    Soon  after  the 
; commander  in  chief  proceeded  to  fea  with  twenty- 
four  fail  of  the  line,  and  fleering  for  Carthagena, 
'there  blocked  up  the  Spanifti  fleet,  by  which  great 
'advantages  were  derived  to  the  allies  :  for  the  Spa- 
niards were  prevented  from  tranfporting  troops  from 
Italy,  or  joining  the  French  fleet.    The  republic  of 
Genoa  having  openly  declared  for  the  French  and 
Spaniards,  and  joined  rheir  army  with  a  large  body 
of  troops ;  the  Engl ifli  admiral  detached  a  part  of 
*his  fleet,  under  the  command  of  commodore  Cooper, 
wJTfch  feized  and  confifcated  all  the  Genoefe  fhips 
that,  carte  in  Jheir  way j  he  alfo  bombarded  feveral 
*  $r  their  towns  fituated  on  the  coaft,  particularly 
'Sf.'Remo,  which  was  laid  in  ruins.    The  commo- 
dore then  proceeded  to  Baftia,  the  capital  of  Cof- 
fica,  where  a  confiderable  body  of  male-contents 
were  in  arms,  under  the  marquis  Rivola.  The 
feriglifh  fleet  cannonaded  and  bombarded  the  city 
and  caftle  with  great  fury,  fo  that  at  length  the  mar- 
quis de  Mari  who  commanded  in  the  place,  arrd 
hadagarrifon  of  fix  hundred  men,  was  obliged  fo 
abandoV  the  caftle,  and  retire  to  Calvi,  whether  he 
exprftecj  to  , be  followed  by  the  exafperated  Corfi- 
cacs,  who  befofe' tne  elbfe  of  the  year  obliged  the 
Genoefe  to  Surrender  the  caftle  of  San  Florcnzo,  and 
ihc  lower  of  Mortclla. 

The 
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The  Englim  cruifers  and  privateers  in  cfec  year 
1745,  were  very  fuccefsful.  Befides  the  valuable 
prizes  already  fpoken  of,  captain  Ambrofe,  of  the 
Rupert,  in  company  with  the  Guernfey,  captain 
Cornilh,  in  their  way  from  Gibraltar  to  Lifbon,  on 
the  19th  day  of  January,  fell  in  with  a  Spanifti  re- 
gifter  fhip,  called  the  Maria  Fortune,  of  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  tons,  fixteen  guns,  and  fixty-four  men 
and  paffengers,  among  whom  was  the  governor  of 
Paraguay.  She  was  bound  from  Cadiz  to  Buenos 
Ayres,  and  had  been  only  two  days  at  fea,  and  was 
tinder  convoy  of  fix  French  men  of  war,  command- 
ed by  M.  de  Caylus,  but  when  taken  was  fcparated 
from  them  by  the  hazinefs  of  the  weather.  Her 
cargo  coft  above  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  at 
Cadiz  *.  A  French  (hip  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  tons,  twenty-four  guns,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  men,  bound  from  the  Havannah  to 
Cadiz,  having  fixty  thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  fomc 
chefts  of  gold  duft,  and  other  rich  merchandize  on 
boa,rd,  taken  by  the  Flamborough  man  of  war, 
which  alfo  took  a  Spanifti  regifter  fhip  worth  fifty 
thoufand  pounds  :  the  Conception  a  French  fhip  of 
four  hundred  tons,  twenty  guns,  and  three  hundred 
twenty-fix  men,  bound  from  Carthagena  to  the 
Havanna,  on  board  of  which  were  eight  hundred 
ferons  of  cacao,  and  in  each  a  bar  of  gold,  fixty- 
cight  chefts  of  filver  coin,  containing  three  hundred 
and  ten  thoufand  pieces  of  eight,  wrought  plate  of 
an  equal  value,  a  complete  fet  of  church  plate,  a 
large  quantity  of  gold  buckles  and  fnuff-boxes,  a 
curious  two  wheeled  chaife  of  filver,  the  wheels, 
axle-tree,  and  other  parts  of  the  fame  metaj,  a 
large  quantity  of  pearls,  diamonds,  and  other  pre- 
cious (tones,  and  above  fix  hundred  pounds  weight . 
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of  gold,  thcwhole  valued  at  two  hundred  thousand 
pounds,  taken  by  the  Rofe  man  of  war. 
.  Having  now  gone  over  the  naval  tranfacYions  of 
the  year  ,174 j>  it  will  be  neceflary  to  fpeak  of  an 
fjvent  that  ihook  Great  Britain  to  its  centre.  The 
ftate  of  the  nation  at  this  time  was  fuch,  as  en- 
couraged the  court  of  France  to  attempt  the  creat- 
ing .domeftic  commotions  by  means  of  the  exiled 
defendants  q(  the  Stuart  line,  JCing  Gcqrge  was 
#\  Qemuny,  not  more  than  8000  troops  were  at 
that  time  at  hon)e.j  Scotland  was  left  without  de- 
fence. Prince  Charles-Edwarjl,  eldeft  fon  of  him 
whom  they  ftiled  the  pretender^  or  the  Chevalier 
St.  George,  encouraged  by  the  advice  and  aflu ranees 
Of  ^cardinal  Tencin,  refolved  upon  the  defperate 
meafure  of  paffing  oyer  into  Scotland,  there  pub- 
licly to  lay  cjaijii  to  the  Britifli  crown.  It  had  been 
the  wifli  of  the  abdicated  monarch  James  II..  to,  re- 
turn, to  England  cvc#  without  attendants  \  thereby 
hoping  to  excite  general  companion  among  thole 
whpm  he  could  not  fubject  by  authority.  His  fon 
adopted  a  fimilar  fentiment,  and  would  willingly 
have  landed  in  Scotland  with  not  more  than  a  dozen 
followers  in  the  year  1708.*  Charles-Edward 
Stuart  ppffe (Ted  the  fame  enterprifing  fpirit.  The 
ijialecontents  Jn  England,  had  affured  him  of  the 
general  difcontcnt  which  prevailed  in  the  kingdom, 
and  that  numbers  would  flock  to  his  ftandard  as 
fpon  as  it  Qiould  be  erected  on  Britifh  ground. 
^The  court  of  France  alfo  gave  him  pofitive  aflurr 
ances  of  effectual  fupport.  Notwithstanding  thefe 
affurances,  nothing  could  be  more  plain  than  that 
infurmountable  obttacles  lay  in  the  way  of  his  am- 
bition.  The  union  which  had  made  England  and 
Scotland  one  kingdom,  had  now  i unfitted  long  enough 

to  prove  the  cflential  benefits  derived  to  both  countries, 
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thereby  commerce  had  fpread  her  benign  influence; 
over  each  divifibn  of  the  ifland.  An  extended 
empire,  vaft  fleets,  and  thriving  manufactures,  were 
the  confequences  of  that  accumulated  ftrength  ob- 
tained by  the  union.  The  profperous  ftate  of 
Scotland  at  this  time,  was  furEcient  to  filence  fuch 
cavilers,  as  even  no  proofs  were  ftrong  enough  to 
fatisfy.  Bcfides,  near  fixty  years  had  now  elapfed 
fince  the  Scotch  had  changed  their  hereditary  fove- 
reigri  for  an  eledtive  monarch ;  during  that  time 
their  deteftation  of  the  tenets  of  popery  had  weak- 
ened their  attachment  to  the  houfc  of  Stuart.  But 
the  youthful  Charles  faw  not  the  force  of  thefe  al- 
terations in  the  condition  and  temper  of  the  king* 
doms.  His  education  and  purfuits  had  tended  little 
to  qualify  him  for  the  arduous  enterprize  in  which 
he  was  about  to  embark.  He  is  faid  to  have  im- 
parted his  defign  to  only  feven  officers,  all  of  whom 
were  natives  either  of  Scotland  or  Ireland.  Among 
thefe  were  the  marquis  of  Tullabardine,  brother  to 
the  duke  of  Athol,  Sir  Thomas  Sheridan,  Mac- 
donald,  appointed  quarter-mafter  to  an  army  which 
was  not  then  raifed,  and  other  needy  and  defperate 
adventurers.  A  merchant  at  Nantes,  of  Irim  ex- 
traction, furnifhed  him  with  a  veffel  mounting 
eighteen  guns,  on  board  of  which  he  and  his  ad- 
herents enbarked  on  the  23d  day  of  June,  1745. 
He  had  with  him  arms  for  about  eighteen  hundred 
men,  and  two  thoufand  pounds  in  money.  He  was 
joined  off  Belle-Ifle  by  a  French  man  of  war  of 
fixty  fix  guns,  named  the  Elizabeth,  which  was  de- 
signed to  convoy  Him  round  Ireland,  and  land  him 
in  the  weftern  part  of  Scotland.  !Thcy  had  not 
been  many  days  at  fea,  when  they  fell  in  with  an 
Jinglifh  man  of  war  of  fifty-eight  duns,  flic  was 
called  the  Lion*,  and  commanded  by  captain  Brett, 
^he  frigate  made  two  'attempts  to  rake  the  Lion, 

whilft 
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whilft  engaged  with  the  Elizabeth,  but  was  foon  - 
beat  ol£  by  ncr  ftern  chafe  guns*  after  which  fhe 
proceeded  to  her  detonation  without  meeting  with 
any.  farther  annoyance. 

Meaa  while,  the  two  men  of  war  continued  an. 
obftinate  fight  from  five  o'clock  in,  the  afternoon 
Vnt^l  ten  at  night,  at  which  time  the  Lion's  rigging 
was  cut  to  pieces,  and  all  her  mails  cither  rtiot  away 
or  gready  damaged,  which  gave  the  French  fhip 
an  opportunity  to  ftieer  off,  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour 
fhe  was  out  of  fight,  but  was  fo  much  damaged  as 
to  reach  the  harbour  of  Breft  with  great  difficulty. 
The  Lion  had  forty-five  of  Her  men  killed,  and  one 
hundred  and  feven  wounded,  fever*  of  whom  died 
loon  after.' 

But  to  return  to  the  adventurous  Charles-Edward, 
He  landed  on  the  coaft  of  Lochabar*  on  the  27th 
day  of  July,  and  was,  in  a  little  time,  joined  by 
fome  chiefs  of  the  Highland  clans,  and  their  vaflals, 
Thefc  chiefs  had,  almoft  from  time  immemorial, 
exercifed  an  hereditary  jurifdi&ion  over  all  their 
tenants.  The  power  of  life  and  death  veiled  in, 
the  lords  of  the  feif  or  manor,  by  virtue  of  the  old 
feudal  conftitution.    The  fame  kind  of  tenure. 


only 

undergoing  many  falutary  innovations,  until  the 
reign  of  Charles  IL  when  it  was  totally  abolifhcd . 
But  the  ancient  cuiloms,  which  ferocioufnefs  and 
barbariTm  had  introduced  into  Scotland,  had  been 
confirmed  to  the  Scotch  lairds  at  the  time  of  the 
union.  Prom  hence,  a  chief  had  the  power 
of  commanding  all  his  vafials,  and  immediate 
death,  was  the  conference  of  their  difobe- 
diencer  By  means  of  thefe  chiefs^  therefore*  the 
young  adventurer  foon  &w  himfelf  at  #c  bead  of 
>,  a  fifteen 
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fifteen  hundred  men;  and  invited  ot^fsptp^join 
him  by  his  manifestoes,  which,  were -'diJper fed 
throughout  all  the  Highlands.  ►  -  2- T' " f 

The  regency  was  no  fooner  confirmed  of  the 
truth  of  his  arrival,  which,  at  firft:,  tliey  could 
fcarcely  be  induced  to  believe,  than  Sir  Jonn  Cope 
was  ordered  to  oppofe  his  progrefs.  Tn  the  mean 
time,  the  fon  of  the  pretender  marched  to  Perth, 
where  the  unnecefTary  ceremony  was  performed  of 

Eroclaiming  the  Chevalier  de  St.  George,  his  father, 
ing  of  Great  Britain.     The  rebel  army,  defcend- 
ing  from  ,  the  mountains,  feemed  to  gather  as  i( 
went.    They  advanced  towards  Edinburgh,  which 
they  entered  without  oppofition.    Here  too  the  pa- 
geantry of  proclamation  was  performed,  Auguft  ijx 
and  in  a  manifefto  then  publim'ed,  it  was  promifed 
to  diflblve  the  union,  and  redrefs  the  grievances  of 
the  country.     But,  though  Charles  was  mailer  of 
fWi  capital,  yet  the  citadel,  which  goes  by  the  name 
df  the  caftle,  a  itrong  fortrefs  built  upon  a  rockjT 
and  commanded  by  general  Gueft,  braved  all  his 
attempts.    In  the  mean  time,  Sir  John  Cope',  who 
had  purfued  them  to  the  Highlands,  but  declined 
meeting  them  in  their  defcent,  being  now  rein* 
forced  by  two  regiments  of  dragoons,  refblved  to' 
march  towards  Edinburgh,  and  give  them  battle. 
The  young  adventurer,  unwilling  to  give  him  time% 
to  retreat,  attacked  him  near  Prefton-pans,  about 
twelve  miles  from  the  capital,  and  in  a  few  minutes,1 
put  him  and  his  troops  totally  to  the  route.  This^ 
vlttdry,  in  which  the  king  loft  aboqt  five  hundred* 
men,   gave  the  rebels  great  influence;  and,  had 
the  pretender  taken  advantage  of  the  general  con- 
Item  ation,  and  marched  towards  Englarid,  the  con-  " 
fequence  mrj^ht  have  been  dangerous  to  the  fafety' 
of  the  ftateY  bu{  he  fpent  the  time  at  Edinburgh, 
feVming  to  enjov  the  ufelefs  parade  of  royaltv, 
'Tol.  IV.  Pp  pleafcd 
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flcafed  at  being  addreiTed  and  treated  as  the  Ton  of 
king.  By  this  tim>,  he  was  joined  by  the  earl  of 
Kilmarnock,  the  lords  Elcho,  Balmerino,  Ogilvy, 
J?iffligo,  arid  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  lord  Lovat.  This 
Jord  Lovat  had,  upon  a  former  occafion,  been  en- 
trufted  by  the  old  pretender,  and  betrayed  him  by 
taking  pofleflion  of  the  caftle  of  Stirling  for  king 
George.  He  was  a  nobleman,  true  to  neither  party, 
having  again  departed  from  his  attachment  to  the 
houfe  of  Hanover,  and,  in  fecret,  aided  the  young  che- 
valier; ftudious  only  for  his  own  intereft,  he  exerted 
all  the  arts  of  low  cunning,  to  appear  an  open 
enemy  to  the  rebellion,  yet  to  give  it  fecret  afliftancc. 

While  the  young  pretender  thus  trifled  away  the 
time  at  Edinburgh,  (for  all  delays  in  dangerous 
cnterprizes  are  even  worfe  than  defeats)  the  mi- 
niftry  of  Great  Britain  took  every  poffible  meafure  to 
counteract  his  intentions.  Six  thoufahd  Dutch  troops 
that  had  come  over  to  the  affiftance  of  the  crown, 
were  fent  northward,  under  the  command  of  general 
Wade.  Thefe  trfcdps  had  compofed  the  garrifons  of 
*t*bur/iay  and  Dendermond,  and  when  they  capitu- 
lated, it  was  made  an  article  of  the  convention,  th£t 
they  fhould  not  ferveagainft:  France  during  eighteen, 
months  from  that  time.  Their  marching  to  fup- 
prefs  an  infurrection  of  Scotch  Highlanders  was  no 
infraction  of  the  treaty.  Whilfl  the  impetuofity  of 
thefe  invaders  procured  them  a  degree  of  fuccefs 
itiuch  beyond  what  might  have  been  reafonably 
expected,  France  furnifhed  only  a  very  frnall  fup- 
ply  of  men  and  money  j  thefe  were  fent  by  the  way 
oT  the  German  ocean,  to  the  eaft  of  Scotland.  Lord 
Drummond,  brother  to  the  Duke  of  Perth,  an 
officer  in  the  French  fervice,  arriving  at  Montrofo 
with  fome  piquets,  and  three  companies  of  the 
Scotch  regiment,  made  a  declaration,  <c  that  he 
c&me  by  order  of  the  king  of  France,  to  fuccour 
-  his 
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his  ally  the  prince  of  Wales,  regent  of  Scotland, 
and  co  make  war  againft  the  king  of  £ngland, 
ele&or  of  Hanover."  The  Hollanders,  who  by 
their  capitulation  could  not  ferve. againft  the  French 
king,  were  hereupon  obliged  to  remain  neuter,  and 
were  therefore  fent  back  to  Holland,  and  fix  thou? 
fand  Hefllans  were  brought  over  to  fupply  their 
place.  The  duke  of  Cumberland  foon  after  arrived 
from  Flanders,  and  was  followed  by  another  detach- 
ment of  dragoons  and  infantry  volunteers  in  difr 
ferent  parts  of  the  kingdom  employed  themfelvet 
jn  the  exercife  of  arms ;  and  every  county  exerte4 
a  generous  fpirit  of  indignation,  both  againft  thf 
ambition,  the  religion,  and  the  allies  of  the  ypung 
adventurer. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  preparations  to  crufti  hirn^ 
Charles  went  forward  with  vigour,  and  refolved  to 
make  an  eruption  into  England,  which  he  entered 
by  the  weft.  On  the  fixth  day  of  November,  Car- 
line  was  invefted,  and,  in  lefs  than  three  days,  ip 
furrendered.  Here  he  found  a  confiderabie  quanr 
of  arms,  and  was  declared  regent  of  Great  Britain, 
General  Wade  being  apprized  of  his  progrefs,  ad- 
vanced acrofs  the  country  from  the  oppofite  fliore  ; 
but,  receiving  intelligence  that  the  enemy  were 
two  days  march  before  him,  he  retired  to  his  for- 
mer ftation,  The  young  pretender  now  refolve4 
jo  proceed,  having  received  affurances  from  prance, 
that  a  confiderabie  body  of  troops  would  be  landed 
on  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Britain,  10  make  a  divert 
fion  in  his  favour ;  and,  flattered  with  the  hopes  of 
being  joined  by  a  large  body  of  Englifti  male- 
contents,  as  foon  as  he  fhould  make  his  appearance 
among  them.  Leaving  therefore  a  fmall  garrifoo 
in  Carlifle,  which  he  fhould  rather  have  left  de- 
fencelefs,  he  advanced  to  Penrith,  marching  on 
foot  in  an  Highland  garb,  and  continued  his  ir- 
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fuption  till  he  came  to  Manchefter,  where  he  efta- 
blifhed  his  head-quarters.  He  was  here  joined  by 
about  two  hundred' Englifhmen,  who  were  formed 
into  a  regimenr,  under  the  comrhand  of  colonel 
Townley.  From  thence,  he  profecuted  his  route 
to  Derby,  intending-  to  go  by  the  way  of  Chefter 
into  Wales,  where  he  hoped  for  a  great  number  of 
adherents.  He  was,  by  this  time,  advanced  within 
an  hundred  and  twenty-fix  miles  of  the  capital, 
which  was  filled  with  terror  and  confufion.  The 
king  refolved  to  take  the  field  in  perfon.  The  vo- 
lunteers of  the  city  were  incorporated  into  a  regi- 
ment. The  practitioners  of  the  law  agreed  to  take 
the  field,  with  the  judges  at  their  head.  Even  the 
managers  of  the  theatres  offered  to  raife  a  body  of 
their  dependants  for  the  fcrvice  of  their  country. 
Yet  thefe  combinations  only  fcrved  as  inftances  of 
the  national  terror ;  for  the  trading  part  of  the 
city,  and  thofe  concerned  in  the  money  corporations 
were  overwhelmed  with  dejt&ion.  They  could 
hope  for  little  fafcty  in  the  courage  or  difcipline  of 
a  militia,  efpecially  as  they,  every  hour,  dreaded  an 
invafion  from  France,  and  an  infurrection  of  the 
Roman  catholics,  and  other  friends  to  the  expelled 
family. 

Admiral  Vernon  on  the  firft  notice  being  received 
of  the  defcent  in  .Scotland,  was  appointed  to  com- 
mand a  fquadron  which  was  to  cruife  in  the  Chan- 
nel, and  intercept  the  fuccours  which  might  be  for- 
warded to  the  malecontents  from  France.  Indeed, 
a  defign  was  formed  at  that  court  of  making  a  very 
import  cliverfion  in  favour  of  their  new  ally.  Some 
Iriih  officers  in  the  French  fervice,  were  of  opinion, 
that  a  defcent  might  be  made  in  England  towards 
Plymouth,  and  the  method  they  propofed  was  to 
tranfport  eight  or  ten  thoufand  men,  with  cannon 
and  other  necefTaries,  in  merchant  fliips  and  priva*- 
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tcers,  unattended  with  any  (hips  of  the  line  j  and 
this  they  affcrted  might  be  done  without  their  being  in- 
tercepted by  the  Englilh,  and  the  troops  landed  in' 
the  night.  When  they  fhould  have  brought  their 
defperate  projeft  thus  far  to  bear,  they  aflerted  that; 
the  male-contents  in  England  would  throw  off  the 
mafk,  and  join  the  French  army  as  foon  as7ft  was 
difembarked,  when  they  might  march  to  London,' 
and  unite  their  force  with  that  of  the  young  prince 
in  his  newly  acquired  capital. 

This  wild  chimera  met  with  fome  powerful  abet- 
tors, who  folicited  the  duke  de  Richlieu  to  head 
the  enterprize,  who,  by  the  great  reputation  he  had 
acquired  in  Europe,  was  better  qualified  than  any 
other  general,  for  conducting  with  proper  fpirit  this 
bold  and  intricate  bufinefs.  Colonel  Lally,  a  man 
continually  under  the  influence  of  wild  and  roman- 
tic conceits,  whom  we  mall  hereafter  have  occafion 
to  fpeak  of  more  fully,  was  the  foul  of  this  enter- 
prize, but  after  much  pains  had  been  taken,  and 
vaft  preparations  made,  it  was  difcovered  that  it 
was  impoffible  to  tranfport  fuch  a  body  of  troops 
into  England,  whilft  the  Englifti  remained  matters 
of  the  channel. 

Meanwhile  Charles  found  his  fupplies  of  provi- 
fions  become  fcanty,  and  began  to  apprehend  that 
his  nearer  approach  to  the  capital  was  too  danger- 
ous an  attempt  with  his  inconfiderable  force.  He 
therefore  determined  to  retire  into  Scotland.  1% 
then  appeared  that  a  defperate  contempt  of  danger  . 
was  not  the  only  quality  neceflary  tofubvert  a  king- 
dom. Prudence,  acute  difcernment,  inate  dignity,' 
and  the  art  of  moulding  others  to  his  wifhes,  made 
no  part  of  the  character  of  this  adventurous  youth. 
In  fad,  he  was  but  nominally  the  leader  of  his 
forces.  His  generals,  the  chiefs  of  highland  clans, 
being  bred  from  their  infancy  in  ignorance,  and 
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#eofiomed  tod«fpotic  rule,  adopted  contrary  opini- 
on*, and-began  to  contend  with  each  other  for  the  pre* 
eminence;  fo  that  after  violent difputes,  they  refolved 
tp  ftfirch  back,  Theyeffe&ed  their  retreat  to  Carliile 
without  any  loft  -p  and  from  thence  crofted  the  rivers 
E4en  a»nd  Solway  into  Scotland,  In  this  irruption, 
bow  ever,  they  preferved  theftrifteft  regularity*  they 
tfefifted,  in  a  great  meafure,  from  rapine  j  levied, 
very  moderate  contributions  j  and,  m  the  ufual 
form,  lefc  a  garrifon  in  Carliile  in  their  retreat* 
which,  a  &ort  time  after,  to  the  number  of  four 
Lund  red,  furrendened,  to  the  duke  of  Cumberland, 
prifoners  at  4ifcretioa.  The  pretender,  being  re- 
turned  to  Scotland,  proceeded  to  GElafgow  j  from 
which  city  he  exa&ed  a  heavy  fine,  Advancing  to 
Stirling,  he  was  joined  by  lord  Lewis  Gordon,  at 
the  head  of  fome  forces  which  had  been  aflembled 
in  his  abfcnce.  Other  clans,  to  the  number  of  two 
thwfand,  came  in  likewife ;  Spain  fent  him  fome 
Implies  of  money  ;  and,  in  one  or  two  (kirmifhea 
frith  cbe  royajitts,  his  generals  came  off  with  vic- 
tory; fo  that  his  affairs  once  more  fecmed  tq 
Brighton.  He  invented  the  caftle  of  Stirling,  com- 
manded by  general  Blakeney  ;  but  his  forces  being 
umifed  to  regular  fieges,  con  fumed  much  time  to 
no  purpofc.  General  Hawley,  who  commanded  a 
confiderable  body  of  forces  near  Edinburgh,  under* 
took  to  raife  the  fiege.  lie  advanced  towards  the 
V  rebel  army,  and  rendezvoufed  his  whole  force  at 
Falkirk,  while  the  rebels  lay  encamped  at  no  great 
;  diiiance.  After  two  days,  mutually  examining  each 
other's  ilrength,  the  rebels,  on  the  17th  day  ef  Ja- 
nuary, came  on  in  full  fpirits  to  attack  the  king's 
army.  The  pretender,  who  flood  in  the  front  line, 
gave  the  figrval  to  fire  £  and  the  firft  volley  fcrved  to 
put  Hawley's  foKes  into  confufion.  The  horfc  re- 
treated  wkh  jprep^pitatioBj  and  fell  in  upon  their 
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oWri  Infantry;  the  rebels  followed' their  blow  $  and 
the  gfeateft  part  of  the  royal  iffny  fted  with  the 
utmoft  precipitatioft  to  Edirfbufgh,  leaving  the  field 
of  battle,  with  part  Of  theif  tents  and  artillery,  to 
tlje  victors. 

This  however  wa£  the  end  6f  all  theif  triumphs. 
A  new  fcene  of  cOnduft  was  now  going  to  open  » 
tot  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  at  chat  time  the  fa- 
vourite of  the  £ngHfll  army,  nad  put  himfelf  at  the. 
head  of  the  troops  at  Edinburgh,  which  confifted 
Of  about  fourteen  thoufand  men.  He  refolved 
therefore  to  come  to  a  battle  as  loon  as  poflible ; 
and  friarched  forward,  while  the  young  adventurer 
retired  at  his  approach.  The  duke  advanced  to 
Aberdeen,  where  he  was  joined  by  the  duke  of  Gfor-r 
don,  and  fome  othef  lord*,  attached  to  his  family 
stnd  caufe.  After  having  reffeflied  his  troops  there 
for  fome  time,  he  renewed  his  march;  and,  ia 
twelve  days,  Cattle  Upon  the  banks  of  the  deep  andt 
rapid  fiver  Spey.  This  was  a  place  where  the  rebels 
might  have  difpllted  his  paflage ;  but  they  Teemed 
now  totally  void  of  fell  counfd  and  fubordiaatiQji* 
without  conduit,  and  without  expectation.  The 
duke  ftill  proceeded  in  his  purfuit  and,  at  length, 
bad  advice  that  the  enemy  had  advanced  from  In- 
tfcrnfcfs  to  the  plain  of  Cullodcri,  which  was  about 
{line  miles  diftant,  and  there  intended  to  give  hirtit 
battle.  On  this  plain  the  Highlanders  were  drawn^ 
Up  in  Order  of  battle*,  to  the  number  of  eight 
thoufand  rften,  in  thifteen  divifions,  fupplied  with 
fome  pieces  of  artillery.  The  battle  began  about: 
on*  o'clock  in  the  afternoon ;  the  cannon  of  the, 
king's  arrtiy  did  dreadful  execution  among  the 
Cnemy,  While  theirs,  being  but 4 ill  ferved,  was  in-> 
ctft£tual.    After  they  had  ftood  the  Englifh  Jffre  for. 

- 

*  Apol  15, 1746. 
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fomc  time,  they,  at  length,  became  impatient  for 
clofer  engagement;  and  about  five  hundred  of  them 
attacked  the  Engliih  left  wing,  with  their  accuf- 
tomed  fiercenefs.*  The  firft:  line  being  difordered 
t>y  this  onfet,  two  battalions  advanced  to  fupport 
it,  and  galled  the  enemy  by  a  terrible  and  clofe  dis- 
charge. At  the  fame  time  the  dragoons  under  Haw- 
ley,  and  the  Argylefhirc  militia,  pulling  down  a 
park  wall  that  guarded  the  enemy's  flank,  and  which 
the  rebels  had  left  but  feebly  defended,  fell  in 
among  them,  fword  in  hand,  with  great  (laughter. 
In  lefs  than  thirty  minutes  they  were  totally  routed, 
and  the  field  covered  with  their  wounded  and  (lain, 
to  the  number  of  above  three  thoufand  men. 

Thus  funk  all  the  hopes  and  ambition  of  this 
young  adventurer;  one  Ihort  hour  deprived  him  of 
imaginary  thrones  and  fcepters,  and  reduced  him 
from  a  nominal  king  to  a  diftrefled  forlorn  outcaft, 
dunned  by  all  mankind,  except  fuch  as  fought  to 
take  his  life.  A  dreadful  fcene  of  (laughter  enfued, 
over  which  humanity  would  wilh'to  caft  a  veil. 
A  reward  of  thirty  thoufand  pounds  had  been  of- 
fered for  the  head  of  Charles-Edward,  as  foon  as 
he  had  arrived  in  Scotland  j  and  the  unhappy  fu- 
gitive now  wandered  from  mountain  to  mountain, 
a  wretched  fpeclator  of  all  thofe  horrors,  produced 
by  his  ill-guided  ambition.  He  now  underwent  a 
fimilarity  of  adventures  with  Charles  II.  after  the 
defeat  at  Worcefter.  He  fometimes  found  refuge 
in  caves  and  cottages,  without  attendants,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  mercy  of  peafants,  who  could  pity  but 
not  fupport  him.  Sometimes  he  lay  in  forefts,  with 
one  or  two  companions  of  his  diftrefs,  continually 
purfued  by  the  troops  of  the  conqueror.  Sheridan, 
an  Irifli  adventurer,  was  he  who  kept  moft  faith- 
fully by  him,  and  infpired  him  with  courage  to  fup- 
port fuch  incredible  hardflrips.   He  was  obliged  to 
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truft  his  life  to  the  fidelity  of  above  fifty  individu- 
als. At  length  a  privateer  of  St.  Malo,  hired  by 
his  adherencs,  arrived  in  Lochnanach,  on  which  he 
embarked,  and  arrived  at  France  in  fafety. 

While  the  prince  thus  led  a  wandering  and  foli- 
rary  life,  the  fcaftblds  and  the  gibbets  were  bathed 
with  the  blood  of  his  adherents,  feventeen  officers 
of  the  rebel  army  were  executed  at  Kennington- 
Common,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  London,  whofe 
conftancy  in  death  gained  more  profelytes  to  their 
caufe  than  perhaps  their  victories  could  have  done. 
Nine  were  executed  in  the  fame  manner  at  Carlifle  $ 
fix  at  Brumpton  i  feven  at  Penrith ;  and  eleven  at 
York.  A  few  obtained  pardon;  and  a  confidera- 
ble  number  were  tranfported  to  the  plantations. 
The  earls  of  Kilmarnock  and  Cromartie,  with  the 
lord  Bal merino,  were  tried  by  their  peers,  and 
found  guilty.  Cromartie  was  pardoned  ;  the  other 
two  were  beheaded  on  Tower-Hill.  Kilmarnock, 
either  from  conviction,  or  from  the  hope  of  a  par- 
don, owned  his  crime,  and  declared  his  repentance 
of  it.  On  the  other  hand,  Balmerino,  who  had, 
from  his  youth  up,  been  bred  to  arms,  died  in  a 
more  daring  manner.  Lord  Lovat,  and  Mr.  Rad- 
cliff,  the  titular  earl  of  Derwentwater,  fuffered  the 
fame  fate  with  equal  refolution.  Thus  ended  a  re- 
bellion, di&atcd  by  youth  and  prefumption,  and 
conducted  without  (kill  or  ability.  The  family 
of  Steuart  found  fortune  become  more  averfe  at 
every  new  folicitation  of  her  favours. 

For  che  fake  of  relating  thefe  important  events, 
in  one  connected  feries,  we  have  been  obliged  to  de- 
part from  the  order  of  time,  and  mufl:  therefore  now  go 
back  to  the  proceedings  of  parliament,  which  met 
on  the  17th  day  of  O&ober,  1745,  and  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  were  entirely  taken  up  in  quieting 
the  inteftine  commotions  of  the  kingdom,  of  which 
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it  would  be  foreign  to  the  defign  of  this  work  to 
fpeak.  In  the  latter  end  of  January  new  convul- 
fions  arofe  in  the  miniftry.  The  earl  of  Granville 
had  made  an  effort  to  retrieve  his  influence  in  the 
cabinet,  and  his  fovereign  favoured  his  pretenfions. 
The  duke  of  Newcaftle  and  Mr.  Pelham,  who 
knew  his  afpiring  fpirir,  and  dreaded  his  fuperior  - 
talents,  refufed  to  admit  fuch  a  colleague  into  the 
adminiftration :  they  even  refolved  to  ftrengthen 
their  party,  by  introducing  frefli  auxiliaries  into  the 
offices  of  ftate.  Some  of  theie  were  perfonally  dif- 
agreeable  to  his  majefty,  who  accordingly  rejected 
the  fuit  by  which  they  were  recommended.  The 
two  brothers  with  all  their  adherents,  immediately 
refigned  their  employments.  The  earl  of  Gran- 
ville was  appointed  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  refumcd 
the  reins  of  adminiftration;  but  finding  himfelf 
unequal  t;o  the  accumulated  oppofition  that  prepon- 
derated againft  him,  forefecing  he  fhould  nop  be 
able  to  fecure  the  fupplies  in  parliament,  and 
dreading  the  confequences  of  that  confufion,  which 
his  reftoration  had  already  produced,  he,  in  three 
days,  voluntarily  quitted  the  helm;  and  his  ma- 
jefty acquiefced  in  the  mcafures  propofed  by  the 
oppofite  party.  The  feals  were  re-delivered  to  the 
duke  of  Newcaftle  and  the  earl  of  Harrington  ; 
Mr.  Pelham  and  all  the  reft  who  had  refigned,  were 
re-inftated  in  their refpe&ive  employments;  and  of- 
fices were  conferred  on  feveral  individuals,  who 
had  never  before  been  in  the  fervice  of  government. 
Among  thefe  Mr  Pitt  was  appointed  paymafter  of  the 
forces.  This  gentleman  had  been  originally  defigned 
for  the  army,  and,  for  fometime,  bore  a  commiflion  as 
cornet  of  horfe ;  but  fate  referved  him  for  a  more 
important  ftation.  In  point  of  fortune  he  was 
barely  qualified  to  be  elected  member  of  parlia- 
ment, *Len  he  obtained  a  feat  in  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, where  he  foon  outfhone  all  his  compatriots. 
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The  duchefs  of  Marlborough,  who  died  about  this 
time,  bequeathed  him  ten  thoufand  pounds,  profef- 
fedly  for  the  fervices  he  had  rendered  his  country 
as  afenator,  during  the  ten  years  he  had  fat  in  the  houfe. 
In  the  difcuflion  of  every  national  queftion  that  was 
agitated,  he  difplayed  a  furprifing  extent  of  politi- 
cal knowledge,  and  irrefiftable  energy  of  argument. 
His  harangues  abounded  with  majeftic  and  forcible 
images.  He  was  a  perfect  matter  of  the  paffions' 
of  his  audience,  who  were  led  captive  by  the  fafci- 
nating  power  of  his  manly  eloquence*  All  the 
thunder  of  Demofthcnes  burft  forth  from  this  con- 
fummate  orator;  and  England,  which  had^  before 
given  birth  to  many  great  and  aftonifhing  geniufes, 
in  fciences,  and  in  arts,  now  law  one  with  a  capa- 
city equally  penetrating  and  dignified,  appear  to 
fupport  its  finking  ftate.  But  the  furprizing  en- 
dowments both  natural  and  acquired,  which  centred' 
in  Mr.  Pitt,  formed  but  a  part  of  his  character  j 
his  incorruptible  integrity  threw  a  luftre  over  his 
talents,  andcaufed  them  to  be  exerted  ftrenuoufly 
and  uniformly  in  the  intereft  of  his  country.  His 
ambition  was  that  of  a  great  mind,  freed  from  the 
drofs  of  avarice,  and  fuperior  to  the  blandilhments 
of  pleafure.  With  thele  qualities  he  had  become? 
great,  although  far  removed  from  the  funfhine  of  a 
court  j  and  poflefTing  thefe  he  was  ever  fuperior  to 
rhe  mean  arts,  which  are  generally  called  in  aid  to 
obtain  and  prcferve  the  ftation  of  diftinction. 

Thefe  arrangements  in  the  miniihy  being  adjured, 
the  houfe  of  commons  voted  forty  thoufand  learner* 
for  the  iervice  of  the"  year  1746,  at  four  pounds  per 
man  per  month  ;  for  which  the  fum  of  two  millions 
and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  was  granted.  Thtf 
whole  amount  of  the  fuppiies  this  year  was  feven 
million  fixty-three  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
one  pounds  eighteen  (hillings  and  ten-pesnce  three 
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farthings,  which  was  raifed  by  a  tax  of  four  (hillings 
in  the  pound  upon  land,  together  with  the  duties  on 
malt,  mum,  cyder,  and  perry;  three  millions  were 
raifed  by  annuities  and  a  lottery,  which  were  charged 
on  the  additional  dutieson  glafs  and  fpirituous  liquors ; 
a  million  was  taken  from  the  finking  fund  ;  and  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  was  raifed  by  loans  on  ex- 
chequer bills,  and  chargeable  upon  the  firft  aids 
next  feflion  of  parliament. 

The  court-martial  which  (till  continued  to  fit,  but 
was  now  removed  from  Chatham  to  Deptford,  in 
the  month  of  May  proceeded  to  enquire  into  the 
conduct  of  vice-admiral  Leftock.  Sir  Chaloner 
Ogle  had  withdrawn,  and  Perry  Mayne,  Efqj  rear- 
admiral  of  the  blue,  was  chofen  prefident  j  the  ho- 
nourable John  Byng,  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  and 
the  fourteen  following  captains  compofed  the  court; 
viz.  honourable  Edward  Legge,  James  Renton, 
Charles  Colby,  Joleph  Hamar,  Smith  Callis,  John 
Pittman,  Thomas  Hanway,  John  Orme,  Thomas 
Frankland,  honourable  John  Hamilton,  Sir  Charles 
Molloy,  Robert  Erfkinc,  Charles  Catford,  Edward 
Spragge. 

Twenty-feven  witnefles  were  examined  in  judi- 
cation of  the  admiral's  conduft,  in  receiving  whofe 
evidence  the, court  was  employed  from  the  6th  day 
of  May  to  the  28th  of  the  fame  month ;  a  greater 
number  Hill  remained  behind,  which  the  court  did 
not  think  neceflary  to  hear.  On  the  3d  day  of  June 
the  deputy  judge-advocate  read  the  ientenceof  the 
court ;  by  which  it  appeared  the  court  were  of  opi- 
nion that  the  information  the  charge  was  founded 
upon  was  not  true ;  and  that  the  evidence  in  fup- 
port  of  the  charge  was  not  fufficient  to  make  it 
good ;  and  that  many  witnefles  in  fupport  of  the 
charge,  as  likewife  thofe  in  the  admiral's  defence, 
had  refuted  the  whole  5  therefore  the  court  unani- 
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moufly  acquitted  him  of  the  whole,  and  every  part 
of  the  charge. 

Whilft  the  court  was  fitting,  a  very  lingular  cir- 
cumftance  arofe,  which  has  occafioned  all  future 
court-martials  to  be  held  on  board  a  man  of  war. 
On  the  1 5th  day  of  May,  the  prefident  of  the  court; 
was  arretted  by  virtue  of  a  writ  of  capias,  iflued  out 
of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  in  confequence  of  a 
verdict,  which  had  been  obtained  by  lieutenant 
George  Fry,  againft  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  Perry 
Mayne,  and  others,  for  one  thoufand  pound  each 
for  falfe  imprifonment,  and  ill-treatment  of  the  faid 
Fry  in  the  Weft-Indies.  This  attack  upon  their 
prefident  was  highly  refented  by  every  member  of 
the  court.  They  forwarded  a  remonftrance  to  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty,  and  entered  into  refolutions, 
in  which  their  refentment  againft  the  Lord  Chief 
Juftice,  the  promoter  of  this  indignity,  was  ex- 
prefied  in  terms  of  violent  afperity.  The  judge 
little  reliftiing  fuch  an  attack,  caufed  each  indivi- 
dual member  to  be  taken  into  cuftody,  and  was 
proceeding  to  demonftrare  the  fuperiority  of  the 
civil  power  over  the  military,  when  the  following 
fubmifllon,  Ogned  by  each  of  the  body,  put  an  end 
to  the  procefs. 

<c  As  nothing  is  more  becoming  a  gentleman 
than  to  acknowledge  himfelf  to  be  in  the  wrong,  as 
ibon  as  he  is  fenfible  that  he  is  fo,  and  to  be  ready 
to  make  fatisfacYion  to  any  perlbn  he  has  injured; 
we  therefore  whofe  names  are  under  written,  being 
thoroughly  convinced  that  we  were  entirely  miftaken 
in  the  opinion  we  had  conceived  of  Lord  Chief 
Juftice  Willes,  think  ourfelves  obliged  in  honour, 
as  well  as  juftice,  to  make  him  fatisfaction,  as  far 
as  it  is  in  our  power.  And  as  the  injury  we  c<id 
him  was  of  a  public  nature,  we  do  in  this  public 
manner  declare,  that  we  are  now  fatjsfied  the  n  - 
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fle6tidrtH  caft  upon  hirrt  in  our  rcfolutions  of  thd 
l6th  and  aift  of  May  laft,  were  unjuft,  unwarrant- 
able, and  Without  any  foundation  whatfoever,  and 
we  do  alk  pardon  of  hislbrdfliip,  and  the  court  of 
eoittirion-piea**  for  the  indignity  offered  both  to 
him  and  the  court." 

Oh  the  aad  day  of  O&ober,  the  court-martial 
rtiet  at  Deptfbrd,  when  the  prefident  pronounced 
ferttehce  again  ft  admiral  Matthews,  by  which  he 
was  rendered  incapable  of  ferving  in  his  majefty's 
royal  navy  for  the  future.  He  defircd  a  copy  of 
the  Court's  minutes,  but  was  referred  to  the  lords  of 
the  admiralty.  The  decifions  on  the  two  admirals 
were  far  from  being  relifhed  by  the  nation,  who 
faw  the  conduct  of  the  two  commanders  with  dif- 
ferent eyes  from  thoftof  their  judges. 

The  reduction  of  Cape-Breton  had  encouraged 
the  mirtiftry  to  project  this  year  the  conqueft  of 
Quebec.  Commiflions  were  fent  to  the  governors 
of  the  Britifh  colonies  in  North- America,  impower- 
ing  them  to  raife  companies  to  join  the  armament 
from  England;  and  eight  thoufand  troops  were 
actually  ratfed  irt  confequence  of  thefe  directions  j 
while  a  powerful  fquadron  and  tranfports,  having 
fix  regiments  on  board,  were  prepared  at  Portfmouth 
for  this  expedition.  But  their  departure  was  poft- 
poned  by  unaccountable  delays  *,  until  the  feafon 
was  judged  too  far  advanced  to  rifque  the  great 
Ibips  on  the  boifterous  coaft  of  North- Ame- 
rica However,  that  the  armament  might  not  be 
wholly  ufelefs  to  the  nation,  it  was  employed  in 
making  a  defcent  on  the  coaft  of  Brittany,  on  the 


the  ftorcs  and  lhips  belonging  to  the  French 

•  • 

*  Snxdlet'i  Hiftory  of  England,  Vol.  XI.  p.  z6o.  4-  See  an 

account  of  an  expedition  againft  Canada,  undertaken  in  1711,  in  ou/ 
third  Volume,  p.  j<4, 
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Eaft-India  company,  might  be  furprized ;  or,  that 
this  invafion  would  alarm  the  enemy,  and  by 
making  adiverfion,  facilitate  the  operations  of  count 
Brown,  the  Auftrian  general  in  Provence ;  as  well 
as  draw  a  confiderable  .detachment  from  marflial 
Saxe's  army  in  Flanders,  which  was  fuperior  to  that, 
of  the  allies. 

The  naval  force  intended  for  this  fervicc,  con- 
fided of  fixtecn  great  lhips,  and  eight  frigates,  be- 
fides  bombketches  and  ftore-mips,  commanded  by 
Richard  Leftock,  appointed  admiral  of  the  blue  di- 
vifion.  Six  battalions  of  land  troops,  with  a  de- 
tachment of  matroflVs,  and  bombardiers,  were  em- 
barked in  thirty  tranfports,  under  the  conduct  of 
lieutenant-general  Sinclair  *.  The  whole  fleet  failed 
from  Plymouth  on  the  14th  day  of  September, 
1746  :  after  a  prof^erou^  voyage,  they  found  them- 
felves  at  eight  in  rhe  evening,  on  the  1 8th  of  th$ 
fame  month,  within  four  leagues  of  Port  Louis 
where  they  met  with  commodore  Cotes,  who  had 
founded  the  coaft,  and  fixed  on  a  proper  place  for 
landing,  about  ten  miles  from  L'Orient.  The  ad- 
miral  being  unacquainted  with  the  coaft,  did  not 
think  it  advifeable  to  approach  it  in  the  night.  The 
next  day  general  Sinclair  went  on  board  the  ad- 
miral J,  to  concert  with  him  the  proper  meafures 
for  the  difcn  .barkation  :  when  it  was  agreed,  that  the 
two  floops,  the  bomb-tender  and  cutter  fhould  go  in., 
next  morning  as  near  fhore  as  poflfible,  to  cover  the 

*  With  whom  went,  as  his  lecretary,  Mr.  David  Hume,  afterwardt 
much  celebrated  for  his  writings.  j  Port  Lewis  is  a  maritime  town* 
and  confiderable  port  of  the  ocean,  filiated  upon  the  fouthern  coatt  of 
the  province  of  Britanny,  in  47  dcg.  43  min.  of  northern  latitude,  and 
in  14  deg.  16  min.  of  eattern  longitude,  at  the  mouth  of  the  rim  Bla- 
vet,  which  name  it  formerly  had.  Port  L'Orient,  famous  for  the 
.  French  Eaft-India  company's  trade,  is  upon  the  fame  liver  near  this 
place.  Port  Louis  was  ceded  to  the  Fiench  by  the  treaty  of  Vervin  in 
1598,  and  Louis  XIII.  rebuilt  it  with  a  well  fortified  citadel,  and  gave 
it  the  name  it  bean.        J  From  a  MSS.  Journal. 
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landing.  Early  in  the  morning  on  the  20th,  a  large 
body  of  militia  and  fome  cavalry  appearing  on  the 
lhore,  the  admiral  thought  proper  to  add  three  forty 
gun  mips  to  what  he  had  already  ordered  to  cover 
the  landing,  which  was  performed  in  a  bay  about 
the  diftance  of  ten  miles  from  Port  L'Orient.  The 
militia,  reinforced  by  fome  detachments  from  dif- 
ferent regiments,  were  aflembled  to  the  number  of 
two  thoufand,  and  feemed  refolded  to  oppofe  the 
difembarkation.  However,  their  intentions  were 
frultrated  by  a  fineffe,  that  did  no  fmall  credit  to 
the  general. 

There  were  three  places  convenient  for  the  debark- 
ing of  land  forces.  The  fartheft  from  L'Orient  was 
a  fandy  bay,  bounded  on  one  fide  by  the  river  of 
Quimperlayj  on  ihe  other,  by  a  rifing  ground, 
which  feparated  it  from  a  fecond  little  bay.  This 
fecond  was  divided  from  the  third  landing  place, 
by  an  arm  of  the  fea,  which  runs  above  a  mile  up  the 
country,  and  by  an  eminence  on  which  wery  planted 
two  cannon.  This  arm  of  the  fea  was  only  fordabie  at 
low  water.  The  two  laft  mentioned  landing  places 
werelined  with  militiaand  gardes  de  cote:  the  fartheft 
from  L'Orient  was  unoccupied.  The  wind  blew  along 
the  coaft  towards  L'Orient:  all  the  boats,  in  which 
were  between  five  hundred  or  fix  hundred  men  (for 
they  contained  no  more)  were  ordered  to  rendez- 
vous at  one  of  the  Folftone  cutters,  which  was 
anchored  the  mod  to  windward,  oppofite  the  bay, 
adjoining  to  the  river  of  Quimperlay.  The  wind 
blew  frelh,  and  it  required  a  confiderable  time  for 
fome  of  the  boats  to  reach  the  place  of  rendezvous ; 
as  their  being  filled  with  men,  prevented  the 
feamen  from  fctting  any  fail.  Whilft  the  rowers 
were  pulling  with  difficulty  againft  the  wind,  the 
enemy  perceived  it  was  the  intention  to  land  in  the 
unoccupied  bay,  the  moft  diftant  from  the  town. 

They 
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They  therefore  determined  to  change  their  difpofi- 
tion.  The  body  that  was  polled  in  the  fecond 
bay,  marched  round  the  rifing  ground  above-men- 
tioned, and  drew  up  on  the  bay,  next  to  the  river 
of  Quimperlay,  oppofite  to  the  rendezvous  of  the 
boats,  where  they  were  fo  well  covered  by  a  bank 
of  fand,  that  the  cannon  of  the  frigates  could  not 
annoy  them.  The  corps  which  was  drawn  up  on 
the  third  landing-place,  marched  off,  with  an  in- 
tent, as  it  was  high  water,  to  go  round  the  arm  of 
the  fea,  above-mentioned,  and  to  take  poffefllon  of 
the  middle  landing-place,  which  the  other  body  had 
quitted.  But  as  a  march  of  that  length  required 
fome  time,  the  general  refolved  to  feize  the  op- 
portunity, and  to  land  at  the  middle  place,  before 
the  body  on  their  march  could  poflibly  reach  it. 
To  prevent  any  annoyance  from  the  body  which  was 
drawn  up  in  the  firft-mentioned  bay,  he  ordered  the 
boats  to  row  directly  towards  that  bay,  till  they 
fliould  come  almoft  within  mufket-fhot  of  the 
enemy,  then  to  turn  fhort  and  row  before  the  wind 
with  the  utmoft  expedition,  to  the  fecond  bay  or 
knding-place ;  and  there  to  form  the  troops  in- 
ftantly.  Left  the  battery  of  two  cannon  planted  on 
the  eminence,  upon  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  arm  of 
the  fea,  fhould  play  upon  the  boats  crowded  with 
troops,  and  at  fo  fmall  a  diftance ;  he  defired  that 
two  armed  vefTels  might  be  ordered  to  flip  their 
cables,  to  fire  upon  the  fmall  battery,  if  poflible, 
to  drive  the  gunners  from  their  guns,  Previous  to 
the  fetting  out  of  the  boats,  thefe  feveral  orders 
were  executed,  and  the  batteries  were  abandoned. 
The  corps  of  the  enemy  waited  for  the  troops  where 
they  were  pofted,  till  the  boats  made  the  turn  to 
row  along  the  fhore,  and  then  ran  in  the  utmoft 
confufion  and  diforder  towards  the  fecond  bay, 
vhere  they  perceived  it  was  their  defign  to  land. 
Vol.  IV.  Rr  ^  Put 
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But  th«  forces  were  landed  and  formed  without  the 
lofs  of  a  man,  before  a  (Ingle  perfon  of  their  broken 
corps  could  reach  the  bay  to  oppofe  them  *.  The 
general  purfued  the  militia  about  two  miles.  On  the 

the  day  after  the  debarkation,  the  army  marched  , 
in  two  columns  to  {-/Orient :  general  Sinclair,  led 
one  by  the  way  of  Plemure  ;  general  Offarrel  with 
the  other,  by  the  great  road  to  Quimperlay ;  the 
latter  did  not  come  up  till  feven  a;  night,  having 
been  attacked  on  his  march  by  a  body  compofed  of 
militia,  and  regular  forces,  which  threw  the  troops 
under  his  command  in^o  diforder  f.  Some  of  the 
men  were  wounded,  and  lieutenant-colonel  Henry 
Erfkine,  quarter-mafter-general,  dangeroufly.  Ge- 
neral Sinclair,  about  five  in  the  evening,  proceeded 
to  a  windmill  within  cannon-fhot  of  the  town. 

The  engineers  were  immediately  fent  to  recon- 
noitre the  place;  who  reported  on  their  return,  that 
the  town  was  defended  only  by  a  thin  wall,  with 
loop  holes  in  it,  without  a  folic  ;  and  from  a  place 
th<7  had  pitched  upon  for  a  battery,  they  could 
either  make  a  breach,  or  lay  the  town  in  alhes  in 
twenty-four  hours.  The  following  day  the  general, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Armftrong  the  director  gene- 
ral, and  captain  Watfon  the  engineer,  went  to  re- 
connoitre the  place ;  and  in  confequence  of  the 
affurance  given  him  the  night  before,  and  now  re- 
peated, he  fent  a  letter  by  an  officer  to  fummon  the 
town  to  furrender. 

He  was  vifited  by  a  deputation  from  the  town  J, 
which  offered  to  admit  the  Britifh  forces  on  certain 

condU 

•  From  a  MSS.  Journal.  ^  The  diforder  was  fo  great,  it  occa- 
ficned  afterwards  an  inquiry  into  the  behaviour  of  the  troops,  which 
laftcd  three  days.  J  Three  deputies,  one  from  the  governor 

one  from  the  town,  and  one  from  the  Eatt- India  Company,  were 
brought  to  the  general,  who  received  than  at  the  head  of  the  army. 

As  they  reprefentcd,  that  each  was  fent  to  treat  of  particular  condi* 
tipas  wi;h  regard  to  their  own  corps,  the  general  made  anfwer,  thai 
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conditions.  However  the  terms  being  rejected,  the 
inhabitants  prepared  for  a  vigorous  defence;  and 
the  Englifh  general  refolved  to  befiege  the  place  in 
form ;  though  he  hfld  neither  time,  artillery,  nor 
forces  fufficient  for  luch  an  enterprize.  His  cannon 
amounted  to  no  more  than  a  few  field  pieces*  and 
he  was  obliged  to  wait  for  two  iron  guns,  whicft 
the  failors  dragged  up  from  the  {hipping.  Could 
an  arluuit  have  been  given  the  flrfl:  night  after  his 
arrival,  when  the  town  was  filled  with  terror  and 
confufion,  and  deftitute  of  regular  troops,  in  all 
probability  it  would  have  been  eafily  taken  by  fca-  . 
lade.  But  the  reduction  of  it  was  rendered  im* 
practicable  by  delay  *,  The  ramparts  were  mounted 
with  cannon  from  the  (hips  in  the  harbour  \  ne# 
works  were  raifed  with  great  induftryj  the  garnlort 
was  reinforced  by  feveral  bodies  of  regular  troops* 
and  great  numbers  were  affembling  from  ail  parts; 
fo  that  the  Britifh  forces  were  in  danger  of  being 
furrounded  in  an  enemy's  country. 

The  engineers  being  afked  at  a  council  of 
war  held  on  board  the  Admiral,  if  they  thought  it 
practicable,  either  to  burn  the  town  or  make  a 
breach  in  the  wall,  what  artillery,  &c.  would  be 
wanted,  and  what  time  required.  Their  anfwer 
was,  that  with  two  twelve  pounders,  and  a  ten  inch 
mortar,  they  engaged  to  make  a  proper  breach,  or 

• 

he  could  have  no  tranfaclions  with  any  but  the  officer  commanding  in 
the  place  For  his  mod  Chriftian  majefty  :  and  would  only  receive  the 
paper  preftnted  by  the  military  deputy  }  which  contained  thde  con- 
dition* f.  That  all  the  troops,  regular,  garde  cotes,  and  town  mi- 
litia, fhouM  have  free  liberty  to  go  where-evor  they  pleafcd,  with 
pafs-ports  lor  their  Security  for  four  days,  in  cafe  of  meeting  With  any 
of  the  Bntifh  troops  j  that  they  mould  go  out  of  L'Orient  with  their 
arnr,  hones,  baggage,  drums  beating,  colours  flying,  match  lighted* 
and  all  the  honours  of  war,  and  waggons  if  they  wanted  them  j  that 
the  ga:di  cdtes  and  town  militia,  might  retire  with  the  fame  lafety,  t0 
their  villages  and  paiifhes  or  where-ever  they  had  a  mind  in  th€ 
country.  *  Smollett's Hiliery  of  England,  Vol.  XI. 

f  MSS.  Journal* 
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lay  the  town  in  a(hes  in  twenty-four  hours  time.  By 
the  25th  in  the  morning  the  battery  way  compleated, 
and  the  mortar  and  two  twelve  pounders  placed  on 
it  by  the  failors.  This  morning  alfo  a  few  carcafles 
and  bombs  were  thrown  into  the  town,  but  no  can- 
non were  fired,  the  commander  of  the  artillery  hav- 
ing forgot  to  order  the  grate  for  heating  the  ball  to 
be  brought  up  :  the  engineers  alfo  now  defpaired  of 
being  able  to  make  a  breach,  at  the  diftance  they 
had  placed  the  battery. 

The  officers  of  the  artillery  infifted  they  could 
heat  the  balls  without  a  furnace ;  but  the  general  op- 
pofed  their  beginning  to  fire,  having  then  difco- 
vered,  that  through  the  neglect  of  the  officers  to 
whofe  care  it  belonged,  there  was  not  a  quantity 
of  ammunition  fufficient  to  keep  a  continued  fire. 
In  the  forenoon  however  two  other  twelve  pounders 
and  the  furnace  were  brought  to  camp  by  the  failors  and 
a  body  of  marines ;  one  third  of  the  feamen  of  the 
whole  fleet,  befides  the  marines  and  boats  crews, 
were  employed  in  thefe  fervices.  However,  in  the 
evening  there  was  fuch  a  report  made  of  the  fitua- 
tion  of  affairs  as  determined  the  general  immedi- 
ately to  call  a  council  of  war,  which  was  held  in 
the  camp  before  L'Orientj  confiding  of  lieutenant 
general  Sinclair,  brigadiers  Offarrell,  Graham,  Rich- 
bell  ;  and  the  engineers  Thomas  Armftrong  the 
chief,  and  commander  of  the  artillery,  Juftly  Wat- 
fon,  John  Armftrong,  and  John  Chalmers  com- 
mander of  the  artillery.  Mr.  Thomas  Armftrong 
reprefented  to  the  council,  that  ftores  and  ammu- 
nition came  in  fo  flowly,  he  did  not  fee  any  proba- 
bility of  their  being  fupplied  with  ammunition  fo 
expeditioufly  as  was  ncce/Tary  for  making  a  proper  ufc 
of  the  battery  erected  the  night  before,  and  opened 
that  morning;  and  being  apprehenfive,  that  the fer- 
vice  intended  cannot  be  accompliihed,  fo  foon  as  was 
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at  firft  expected,  there  being  but  thirty-four  rounds 
for  each  of  the  four  pieces  of  cannon,  and  none  of 
the  lhells  or  carcatfes  for  the  ten  inch  mortar  left, 
and  confidering  the  number  of  batteries  opened  al- 
ready upon  them,  and  daily  likely  to  be  opened, 
he  thought  it  his  duty  to  reprefent  this  to  general 
Sinclair,  as  he  now  does  to  the  council  of  war. 

John  Armftrong  being  extremely  afflicted  with 
the  gout,  was  not  in  a  condition  to  undergo  the 
fatigue  of  reconnoitring,  at  the  time  the  director- 
general  and  engineer  Watfon  did;  and  for  that 
reafon,  his  opinion  was  not  taken  in  the  council  of 
war  held  on  board  the  admiral  5  but  being  aiked  his 
opinion  at  this,  he  laid,  there  being  no  horfes  pro- 
per to  draw  their  artillery  from  the  landing-place^ 
and  the  roads  fo  broken  and  fpoiled  by  the  rains, 
that  the  getting  the  heavy  guns  in  time  was  fcarcely 
polfible  5  without  mentioning  the  advantage  the 
enemy  had  of  drawing  continual  fupplies  from  the 
neighbouring  garrifon  of  Port- Louis,  fo  as  to  be 
able  to  mount  fix  guns  for  their  one.  He  was  of 
opinion  that  nothing  of  conlequence  could  at  this 
feafon,  and  in  their  circumiiances,  be  done  againlt 
the  town  of  L'Orient. 

The  council  of  war  was  adjourned  to  the  next 
morning,  when  captain  Jultly  Watfon's  fentiments 
being  aiked,  he  replied,  his  former  opinion  was,  that 
with  a  ten  inch  mortar  and  two  twelve  pounders  he 
fhould  have  been  able  to  have  laid  the  town  in  allies 
in  a  fhort  time ;  and  being  afked,  what  that  time 
was,  anfwered,  twenty-four  hours.  His  prelent  opi- 
nion being  demanded,  he  faid,  if  the  battery  could 
be  properly  ferved  with  ammunition  for  the  above 
time  of  twenty-four  hours,  he  thought  the  enterprize 
was  ftill  practicable. 

The  dire&or  general  being  afked,  what  his  opi- 
nion was,  in  the  council  of  war  on  board  the  admi* 

ral, 
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ral,  acknowledged,  he  then'  faid,  that  with  two 
twelve  pounders  and  a  ten  inch  mortary  and  fomc 
royals,  the  town  could  have  been  deftroyed  in 
twenty-four  hours.  Being  alked  by  thef  council 
what  his  prefent  opinion  was,  he  faid,  that  from  the 
difficulties  and  delays  of  bringing  up  ammunition, 
the  alteration  of  the  weather,  and  other  circumftan- 
ces  in  favour  of  the  enemy,  and  to  their  prejudice,- 
he  was  of  opinion,  that  no  great  advantage  would 
arife  from  continuing  to  pulh  on  much  longer  their 
enterprize.  General  Sinclair  then  aflced  him,  whe- 
ther at  any  time  he  had  been  refufed  whatever  num- 
ber of  armed  men,  or  men  unarmed  to  work,  he 
had  demanded ;  or  whether  he  had  ever  applied  to 
the  general  for  bringing  up  the  royals ;  to  all  which 
he  anfwered  in  the  negative.  Being  farther  alked, 
if  he  ever  mentioned  the  royals  in  any  of  the  lifts 
he  fent  to  the  commifiary  of  the  train,  at  the  park 
of  artillery,  on  the  iea-fide,  he  faid  he  never  did, 
as  there  were  otiier  things  more  immediately  wanted. 

Captain  Chalmers  ot  the  artillery  being  at  this 
time  obliged  to  attend  at  the  battery,  his  opinion 
was  not  taken  at  the  council  of  war. 

Wherefore  the  next  who  fpoke  was  brigadier  Rich- 
bell,  who  thought  it  advifeable  not  to  continue  the 
fiege  of  L'Orient,  for  the  following  reafons.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  from  the  opinion  of  die  engineers, 
that  they  had  from  the  firft  made  a  wrong  calcula- 
tion. That  by  the  great  fatigues  the  troops  had 
fuffered  from  the  badnefs  of  the  weather,  and  the 
great  iicknefs  among  them,  which  daily  increafed, 
and  the  uncertainty  of  being  fupplied  with  proper 
provifions,  he  was  apprehenlive,  fliould  the  fiege  be 
carried  on,  it  might  be  attended  with  fatal  conse- 
quences tt>  the  troops.  ";  - 

The  brigadiers  Graham  and  OfFarrel  fpoke  to 
much  the  fame  purpofe,  and  agreed  to  the  reimbark-* 
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ing  the  troops ;  the  latter  adding,  as  the  principal 
motive  to  encourage  the  undertaking  of  this  enter- 
prize,  was  founded  on  the  fliort  time  in  which  the 
engineers  propofed  to  have  carried  it  into  execution, 
in  which  he  found  they  were  difappointed ;  and  as 
their  communication  with  the  fleet  might  be  inter- 
rupted, he  thought  it  reafonable,  after  having  ex- 
pended all  the  ammunition  for  the  heavy  artillery, 
to  defift  from  the  enterprize*. 

General  Sinclair  then  clofed  the  council  of  war, 
by  faying,  that  in  confequence  of  his  majefty's  or- 
ders to  admiral  Leftock,  and  him,  to  make  a  de- 
fcent  on  the  weftern  coaft  of  France,  he  agreed  with 
the  admiral  to  view  the  ftrength  of  the  town  of 
L'Orient,  provided  he  would  land  the  troops  be- 
twixt Quimperlay  river  and  port  Louis  ;  which  he 
having  performed,  he  advanced  to  the  place  with  the 
utmolt  expedition  j  and  upon  the  aflurances  given 
b  the  ftrongeft  terms,  by  the  engineers  to  the  coun* 
cil  of  war  held  on  board  the  Princefla,  after  they 
had  reconnoitred  the  place,  he  agreed  to  make  the 
attempt :  fince  which  time  it  was  well  known  to  the 
whole  army,  how  alfiduous  he  had  been  in  carrying 
on  a  fcheme,  he  had  entered  into  folely  on  the  great 
dependence  he  had  on  the  engineers  in  their  own 
fcience,  and  not  from  any  (kill  of  his  own.  But 
now  finding  it  was  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
general  officers  and  engineers  here  prefent,  that 
the  undertaking  Jhould  be  laid  afide,  he  complied 
with  it. 

However,  before  the  clofe  of  the  day,  it  was 
thought  neceffary  to  call  another  council  of  war, 

•  About  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  tho  24.^,  a  oonfiderable  body 
of  troop  1  with  colours,  fuppofcd  to  have  been  transported  from  Port 
Louis,  was  feen  moving  towards  the  Tea  coaft,  to  cut  off  as  was  fuppofed 
their  communication  with  the  fleet.  To  prevent  which  brigadier  Oftar- 
Ttl  was  detached  with  two  battalions  and  two  companies  gl  grenadier j. 
Journal*/ thf  iridium 
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from  a  report  made  by  the  director-general  and* 
captain  Chalmers  of  the  artillery,  informing  the 
general  there  were  no  carcafies  or  bombs  left,  and 
only  one  hundred  and  fifty  lhot  remaining,  which 
were  not  fufficient  to  ferve  the  battery  that  night 
and  the  next  day. 

At  this  council  captain  Chalmers  was  alked,  whe- 
ther he  thought  the  artillery  on  the  battery,  with  the 
remaining  quantity  of  ftores  and  ammunition,  was 
fufficient  to  make  either  a  breach  in  the  wall,  or  fet 
fire  to  the  town  ?  He  anfwered,  he  was  pofitive  they 
could  not  make  a  breach  at  the  diftance  the  battery 
was  placed,  confidering  the  oblique  lituation ;  and 
was  of  opinion,  they  could  not  fet  fire  to  the  town, 
as  the  houfes  he  had  feeh  in  the  country  had  very 
little  wood  in  them  ;  he  had  likewife  obferved,  that 
the  carcafies,  bombs,  and  red-hot  balls,  which  had 
been  fired  into  the  town,  had  little  or  no  effect :  he 
farther  added,  he  had  been  able  to  ferve  only  one 
gun  with  red-hot  (hot.  Upon  this  reprefentation  it 
was  unanimoufly  agreed,  to  draw  off  their  troops  in 
order  to  their  re-embarkation.  The  guns  were 
lpiked  up,  as  well  as  the  mortar,  which  was  intended 
to  have  been  brought  away ;  though  had  the  at- 
tempt been  made,  it  was  generally  thought  it  would 
have  proved  ineffe&ual,  as  they  had  no  inltrument  to 
raife  fo  great  a  weight. 

However  in  this  day's  and  yefterday's  firing,  there 
were  thirty  carcafies,  thirty  fhells,  thirty-two  grapes, 
and  three  hundred  and  forty  (hot  thrown  into  the 
town  :  of  the  (hot  one  fourth  only  was  red-hot,  for 
through  the  neglect  of  thofe  people,  to  whofe  care 
it  belonged,  the  bellows  had  been  forgot. 

The  troops  after  having  fuftained  very  inconfi- 
(Jc  rable  damage,  fince  their  firft  landing,  were  rc^ 
knbarked.  The  general  expe&ed  reinforcement^ 
from  England,  and  was  refolved  to  wait  a  little 

longer 
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longer  for  their  arrival,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to 
annoy  the  enemy  more  effe&ually.  In  the  bc<>in- 
hinp:  of  October  the.  fleet  failed  to  Quiberan  Bay, 
■where  they  took  a  French  man  of  war ;  and  a  de- 
tachment of  the  forces  being  landed,  took  poffeflion 
of  a  fort  on  the  peninfula,  while  the  little  iflands 
of  Houvat  and  Heydic  were  reduced  by  the  failors. 
In  this  fuuation  the  admiral  and  general  continued 
till  the  17th  day  of  the  month,  when  the  forts  being 
difmantled,  and  the  troops  reimbarked,  the  fleet 
failed  from  the  French  coaft  :  the  admiral  returned 
to  England,  and  the  tranfports  with  the  loldiers 
proceeded  to  Ireland,  where  they  arrived  in  fafety. 

The  French  miniftry,  in  order  to  defeat  the  ex- 
pedition of  commodore  Barnet  againft  their  trade 
in  the  Eaft-Indies,  forwarded  a  commiiTion  to  M. 
Mahe  de  Bourdonnois,  governor  of  the  iflands  of 
France  and  Bourbon,  by  which  he  was  appointed 
commander  in  chief  of  the  king's  fhips,  with  a 
power  of  controuling  the  captains  of  the  company's 
fhips.  Theie  extenfive  powers  he  received  in  Ja- 
nuary, 1746,  and  about  the  fame  time  commodore 
Barnet  died,  when  the  command  of  the  Bricifn 
fquadron  in  the  Eaft-Indies  devolved  on  captain 
Veyton,  who  lent  the  Deptford  and  Diamond  men 
of  war  to  England  ;  upon  being  re-enforced  with 
the  Harwich  and  Winchefter  of  fifty  guns,  and 
the  Lively,  of  twenty,  one  of  the  fhips  which  he 
had  taken,  he  put  into  commiflTion,  and  gave  the 
command  of  her  to  captain  Griffiths ;  Ihe  mounted 
forty  guns,  and  received  the  name  of  the  Medway's 
prize.  The  French  commander  had  eight  fhips  of 
force*,  one  of  which,  the  Infulaire>  was  loft  in  the 
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Ganges  with  two  hundred  and  eighty  Europeans ; 
notwithflanding  which,  the  force  of  the  French 
fomewhat  exceeded  that  of  the  Englifh.  On  the 
25th  day  of  June  the  two  fleets  came  within  fight 
of  each  other  off  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  and  an 
engagement  began  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon, 
and  was  maintained  with  no  great  fpirit  on  either 
fide  until  feven  o'clock,  when  night  parted  the 
combatants.  The  next  day  neither  fide  appeared 
forward  to  renew  the  action.  In  the  afternoon  the 
Englifh  commodore  fummoned  a  council  of  war, 
when  the  ignominious  refolution  was  taken  to  fail 
away  from  the  French  fleet,  and  proceed  to  Trin- 
quimale-bay,  on  the  north-eaft  part  of  the  ifland  of 
Ceylon,  upon  which  Bourdonnois  brought  his  fqua- 
dron  back  to  Pondicherry.  In  this  rencounter  four- 
teen were  killed  and  forty-fix  wounded  on  board 
the  Englifh  (hips,  and  the  French  had  twenty-feven 
killed  and  fifty-three  wounded.  After  this  the 
two  fquadrons  lay  inactive  until  the  middle  of  Au- 
guft,  when  the  French  fleet  arrived  in  Madrafs  road, 
and  fired  on  the  Princefs  Mary,  one  of  the  compa- 
ny's (hips,  of  thirty-fix  guns  and  eighty  men;  this  fire 
was  returned  by  the  (hip  and  the  fort.  Each  of  the 
French  (hips  gave  a  broad-fide  as  Ihe  flood  to  the 
northward,  and  another  as  (he  returned  to  the  fouth- 
ward.  After  which  the  French  admiral  flood  for  Pon- 
dicherry with  an  intention  to  offer  battle  to  the  Eng- 
lifh ;  but  Peyton  had  got  round  him  to  the  north- 
ward, and  on  the  23d  day  of  Auguft  flood  into 
Pullicat  road,  where  he  was  informed  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  French  fleet,  and  of  the  courfe  they 
had  fleered.  This  information,  inftead  of  exciting 
him  to  chaftife  the  enemy  for  the  infults  offered  to 
the  fettlemenr,  made  him  refolve  to  abandon  Ma- 
drafs to  its  fate,  and  withdraw  himfelf  from  a  ftation, 
which  could  only  be  kept  by  beating  the  French 
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fleet;  he  therefore  failed  for  the  bay  of  Bengal, 
without  informing  the  governor  or  any  one  on  fliore 
with  the  courfe  he  intended  to  fteer.  This  daf- 
tardly  behaviour  of  Peyton  emboldened  Bourdon- 
nois  to  attack  the  place. 

Madrafs,  or  Fort  St.  George,  the  capital  of  the 
Englifh  company's  dominions  on  the  coaft  of  Co- 
romandel,  has  its  lad  mentioned  name  from  the  fore 
in  that  city,  and  is  fituated  in  thirteen  degrees 
.north  latitude,  and  in  eighty  degrees  eaft  longitude. 
Thus  it  is  near  four  thoufand  eight  hundred  miles 
to  the  ealtward  of  London,  fo  that  the  fun  vifits 
them  about  fix  hours  before  he  rifes  in  England,  and 
fets  before  we  fit  down  to  dinner;  and  there  is  fo 
little  difference  in  the  length  of  the  days,  that  the 
Englifti  always  reckon  it  to  be  fix  o'clock  at  fun- 
rifing  and  at  fun-fet. 

This  place,  whrch  lies  feventy  miles  to  the  north 
of  Pondicherry,  is  fituated  on  one  of  the  mod  in- 
commodious fpots  imaginable ;  for  the  fea  beats 
perpetually  with  prodigious  violence  on  the  land  on 
which  it  ftands ;  there  is  no  frefh  water  within  a 
mile  of  it;  in  the  rainy  feafon  it  is  fubjeft  to  inun- 
dations, from  a  river  of  fait  water  that  runs  behind 
it ;  and  the  fun  from  April  to  September  is  exceed- 
ing hot,  the  fea-breczes  alone  rendering  it  habita- 
ble. Various  realbns  are  given  for  this  injudicious 
choice  of  a  fettlement:  according  to  fome  accounts, 
the  perfon  entrufted  by  the  company  about  the  be- 
ginning of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  II.  to  erect 
a  fortrefs  on  that  coaft,  made  choice  of  this  place 
as  the  moft  proper  to  ruin  the  trade  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  fettlement  at  St.  Thomas;  while  others  affcrt, 
that  his  only  motive  was  to  be  near  a  miftrefs  he 
had  at  the  Portuguefe  colony.  It  is,  however,  cer- 
tain, that  there  were  fcveral  places  in  its  neighbour- 
hood free  from  moft  or  all  of  thefe  inconYeniencics. 
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However,  the  war  carried  on  by  the  company  a.t 
Bombay  and  Bengal  from  the  year  1685  to  16&9, 
agamfi  the  fubjects  of  the  Mogul,  was  a  confider- 
'  able  advantage  to  Madrafs:  for  the  tranquility 
which  reigned  there,  and  its  vicinity  to  the  diamond 
mines  of  Golconda,  where  good  purchafts  are  fre- 
quently to  be  made,  caufed  a  prodigious  refort  of 
Indian  merchants  to  this  place,  and  contributed  to 
render  it  populous  and  flourifbing. 

The  fort  is  a  regular  fquare  extending  about  one 
hundred  yards  on  each  fide,  and  has  four  baltions 
built  with  what  is  there  called  iron  ftone,  from  its 
being  of  the  colour  of  unwrou^iit  iron,  and  very 
rough.  The  fort  is  defended  by  no  ditch,  and  the 
walls  are  arched  and  hollowed  within.  It  has  two 
gates,  one  of  which  opens  to  the  eaft,  and  the  other 
to  the  weft.  The  former,  which  is  towards  the  fea, 
is  but  fmall,  and  is  only  guarded  by  a  file  of  muf- 
queceers;  but  the  weftern  gate,  which  opens  to- 
wards the  land,  is  pretty  large,  and  defended  by  the 
main  guard,  the  foldiers  belonging  to  it  lying  on 
the  right  and  left  under  the  wall,  which,  being  hol- 
low, anfwers  the  purpofe  of  a  guard-houfe.  In  the 
middle  of  the  fort  is  the  governor's  houie,  in  which 
are  apartments  for  the  company's  itrvaots. 

On  the  3d  day  of  September  the  French  com- 
mander arrived  before  the  town,  having  three  thou- 
sand and  two  hundred  European  troops  on  board 
his  mips,  five  hundred  CofTrys,  and  a  confiderable 
number  of  Cephoys  and  Peons,  natives  of  the 
coaft. 

The  French  had  previoufly  landed  a  body  of 
Troops  amounting  to  fix  hundred  men,  twentv  miles 
fouthward  of  Madrafs  j  thefe  were  marched  over- 
laid to  St.  Thome,  within  three  miles  of  the  town  ; 
they  covered  the  debarkation  of  the  main  body, 
which  the  governor,  Nicholas  Moric,  Efq;  vv^s 
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unable  to  oppofe,  his  garrifon  being  too  inconfi- 
derable  to  admit  of  a  detachment  being  made  large 
enough  for  fuch  a  purpofe.  Madrafs  was  therefore 
immediately  inverted  on  the  land  fide,  whilft  ics 
harbour  was  effectually  blocked  up  at  fea.  Moft  of 
the  Afiatic  inhabitants  deferted  their  habitations, 
and  fled  into  the  country  with  their  moft  valuable 
effects.  The  nabob  of  Arcot  all  this  while  is  faid 
to  have  been  induced  to  keep  aloof,  and  render  no 
afliftance  to  his  friends  or  allies,  through  the  pow- 
erful influence  of  French  gold. 

The  dcfencelefs  condition  of  the  place  had  been 
reprelentcd  to  the  Ealt-India  directors  by  commo- 
dore Barnet  in  very  ftrong  terms,  but  no  fleps  had 
been  taken  to  render  it  more  fecurc.  But  had  the 
fortifications  been  in  the  beft  order,  they  Would 
have  been  of  little  ufe,  without  a  fufficient  number 
of  men  to  defend  them,  which  was  the  fituation  of 
affairs  at  that  time:  for  though  long  before  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  affurances  had  been  fent 
from  England  by  the  committee-board  to  governor 
Morfe,  that  the  garrifon  mould  be  augmented  to 
fix  hundred  Europeans,  exclufive  of  the  gun-room- 
crew,  yet  not  more  than  one  half  of  that  number 
were  actually  in  the  place  at  the  time  of  its  inveft- 
ment,  many  of  which  were  incapable  of  fervice. 
Some  Portugufe  defertcrs  from  Goa,  ferved  indeed 
to  increale  the  muiter-roll,  but  were  deftitute  alike 
of  activity  and  courage.  In  fhort,  not  more  thaw 
,two  hundred  men  could  be  muttered,  whofe  fidelity 
and  bravery  were  to  be  relied  on,  independent  of 
the  crew  of  the  princefs  Mary,  which  amounted  to 
eighty  more.  Nor  was  the  place  better  provided 
wi:h  officers  than  foldiers  j  and  though  they  had 
riear  two  hundred  pieces  of  cannon,  yet  thefe  were 
rendered  ineffectual  for  want  of  Ikilful  engineers  to 
direct  theix  fire,  as  well  as  mpn  to  play  them.  A 
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fcarcity  of  militaty  (lores  completed  the  perplexitiet 
with  which  the  befieged  were  encom  palled. 

The  advantages  on  the  fide  of  the  French  were 
as  great  as  were  the  difficulties  which  the  Englifti 
had  to  encounter.  The  intenfe  heat  of  that 
parching  climate  was  at  this  time  reduced  to  its 
mildeft  temperature  j  an  ample  fupply  of  all  things 
neceflary  for  a  fiege  was  at  hand,  and  the  com- 
mander in  chief,  who  generally  diffufes  a  portion 
of  his  own  fpirit  from  the  fecond  in  command 
(down  to  the  meaneft  drudge  in  his  camp,  was  a 
man  of  fuperior  fl^il),  brave,  enterprifing,  and  un- 
wearied. No  time  was  loft  in  making  approaches, 
and  in  three  days  after  the  batteries  were  opened, 
feven  hundred  (hells  were  thrown  into  the  town. 
This  vigorous  aflault  foon  intimidated  thofe  of  the 
garrifon,  who  were  not  bound  to  defend  the  place 
cither  from  the  attachments  which  arife  out  of  na- 
tional affinities,  or  perfonal  principles  of  honour.  All 
the  mercenaries  foon  became  only  anxious  to  efcape 
from  that  devoted  fpot,  and  fought  every  opportu* 
nity  of  deferring,  fo  that  fome  of  the  batteries  pre- 
fently  became  defencelefs.  On  the  9th  day  of 
Auguft,  in  the  afternoon,  the  governor  and  council 
received  advice,  that  the  French  were  preparing  to 
raife  a  large  battery  of  eighteen  pounders,  and  had 
made  a  general  debarkation  of  their  feamen  to 
afllft  in  a  general  aflault ;  upon  which,  the  inha- 
bitants became  clamarous  for  a  capitulation. 

AH  this  time  the  Britilh  fcjuadron  in  that  quarter, 
fo  far  from  exerting  that  ability  which  they  derived 
from  having  an  equality  of  force  to  that  of  the 
French,  bad  withdrawn,  and  left  the  befieged  in 
utter  ignorance  of  the  place  of  its  rendezvous.  The 
nabob  of  Arcot  too,  who  had  a  force  fufficient  to 
oblige  the  French  to  raife  the  fiege,  quietly  per- 
mitted them  to  complete  their  conqucft.  The  go- 
vernor 
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vernor  and  council,  thus  deprived  of  all  hope  of  re- 
lief, fent  out  a  flag  of  truce  to  the  French  com- 
mander, and  terms  of  furrender  were  foon  after  ad- 
jufted.  It  was  agreed  that  a  detachment  of  French 
troops  (hould  be  put  into  poffeffion  of  the  town, 
whilft  the  main  body  remained  in  camp.  The 
magazines  and  ftores-houfes  were  delivered  over  to 
French  officers  and  commifiaries,  and  the  Englifli 
foldiers  and  failors  were  carried  on  board  the  French 
(hips  in  the  road,  until  a  ranfom  was  paid,  amount- 
ing to  one  million  one  hundred  thoufand  pagodas, 
or  four  hundred  twenty-one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
fixty-fix  pounds  thirteen  (hillings  and  four-pence 
fterling,  befides  a  very  confiderable  private  prefent 
to  M.  de  Bourdonnois,  who  upon  the  fulfilment  of 
thofe  terms  agreed  to  evacuate  the  place,  and 
reinftate  the  Englifli  in  full  pofleflion  of  their  prc- 
fidency. 

This  agreement,  however,  was  not  obferved  on 
the  part  of  the  French,  Du  Plaix,  the  French  go- 
governor  in  India,  annulled  the  capitulation.  The 
Englifli,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Madrals,  who  relied 
upon  the  rights  of  nations,  were  ftruck  with  aftonifli- 
ment  at  this  infradion  of  the  treaty,  and  word  of 
honour  given  by  Bourdonnois.  But  their  indigna- 
tion was  raifed  to  its  higheft  pitch,  when  Du  Pleux 
deftroyed  the  black-town,  by  laying  it  in  ruins. 
This  ad  of  wanton  barbarity  was  greatly  injurious 
to  the  innocent  colonifts,  without  being  of  the  leaft 
advantage  to  the  French.  The  ranfom  which  fliould 
have  been  received  was  loft,  and  the  French  name 
became  deteftable  throughout  all  India  *. 

On  the  id  day  of  Oftober,  the  feven  French  (hips 
which  lay  in  the  road  of  Madrafs,  having  taken  on 
board  what  quantity  of  money,  goods,  ammuni- 
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tion,  and  (lores  they  thought  proper,  failed  for  Pon- 
dicherry,  with  a  defign  to  attack  fort  St.  David, 
and  entirely  expel  the  Englifh  from  that  coaft.  But 
they  had  no  fooner  got  to  fea  than  a  violent  ftorm 
overtook  them.  The  duke  of  Orleans,  their  fecond 
fhip  of  force,  and  two  others,  foundered.  The 
Achilles,  and  three  other  fhips  loft  all  their  mafts> 
The  Mermaid,  and  Advice  fnow,  which  had  be- 
longed to  the  Englifh  Eaft-India  company,  but  had 
been  taken  in  Madrafs  road,  were  both  loft.  In  this 
ftorm  twelve  hundred  men  perifhed,  and  all  farther 
attempts  to  annoy  the  Englifh  by  fea  were  effectu- 
ally baffled.  However,  this  did  not  prevent  the 
French  from  attempting  fort  St.  David  by  land,  the 
place  of  the  greateft  confequence  to  the  Englifh 
on  that  coaft  next  to  fort  St.  George,  to  which  it  is 
Subordinate*  It  is  fituated  five  leagues  to  the 
fouthward  of  Pondicherry,  and  was  purchafed  by 
the  governor  of  fort  St.  George  for  the  Eaft-India 
company  in  1686,  for  the  fum  of  ninety  thoufand* 
pagodas.  The  fort  is  ftrong,  and  Mr.  Hynd,  the 
governor,  had  been  indefatigable  in  ftrengthening  it 
•  with  new  works  its  territories  extended  eight  miles 
along  the  fhore,  and  four  miles  within  the  land.  On 
this  occafion  a  large  body  of  Indian  militia  were  taken 
into  pay.  In  the  beginning  of  December,  Du  Pleix 
marched  down  almoft  the  whole  garrifon  of  Pondi- 
cherry, to  the  amount  of  a  thoufand  regular  troops, 
two  hundred  trained  peons,  and  fome  others  which 
arrived  within  a  mile  of  the  bound-hedge  of  fort  St. 
David,  having  with  them  a  large  train  of  artillery. 
Upon  the  approach  of  the  enemy,  the  Englifh  go- 
vernor detached  a  large  body  of  his  Indians,  with 
orders  to  harrafs  the  French  during  the  nighr,  and 
at  day  break  the  next  morning  he  began  a  regular 
engagement.  At  the  firft  onlet  the  French  forced 
their  way  quite  to  the  garden-houfe,  where  they 
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were  attacked  by  a  body  of  Moors,  and  one  hundred 
regulars  from  the  garrifon,  and  obliged  to  retreat 
with  great  precipitation,  leaving  two  hundred  of 
their  number  (lain,  among  whom  were  four  officers 
of  diftincYion.  They  likewife  abandoned  ail  their 
tents  and  ammunition :  fix  camels,  two  mortars  with 
their  fhclls,  two  chefts  of  arms,  four  drums,  and 
all  their  provifions  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Eng- 
lift- 

This  difafter  did  not  hinder  the  French  from 
making  frefh  preparations  as  foon  as  they  returned 
to  Pondicherry,  to  poffefs  themfelves  of  Fort  St. 
David,  but  the  arrival  of  commodore  Griffin  with 
three  fixty  gun  (hips,  one  of  fifty,  and  one  of  forty 
guns,  the  beginning  of  the  year  1747,  obliged  them 
to  defift  from  all  offenfive  war. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Britifh  fleet  in  the  Weft- 
Indies  were  not  more  honourable  than  in  the  Eaft. 
Vice-admiral  Davers  commanded  on  that  ftation ; 
who,  having  received  intelligence  that  a  large  fleet 
of  French  merchantmen,  under  convoy  of  four 
men  of  war,  were  on  their  way  from  Europe  to  Mar- 
tinico,  he  ordered  commodore  Mitchel  in  the  Straf- 
ford, of  fixty  guns,  with  the  Lenox,  of  fixty-four, 
captain  Laurence,  the  Plymouth  and  Worcefter, 
fixty  guns  each,  the  Mil  ford,  forty-four,  and  the 
Prake  (loop,  to  cruife  to  the  eaftward  of  that  ifland, 
in  order  to  intercept  them.  On  the  3d  day  of  Au- 
guft  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  Le- 
nox firft  defcried  forty  fail  of  fhips  to  leeward,  and 
foon  after  the  whole  fleet  appeared  in  fight.  It  con- 
fifted  of  one  man  of  war,  of  feventy-fou;  guns,  one 
of  fixty-four,  one  of  fifty-four,  and  one  of  forty- 
four,  and  fixty  fail  of  merchantmen,  and*  was  com- 
manded by  M.  de  Con  flans.  About  feven  o'clock 
in  the  evening  commodore  Michell  made  a  fignal 
to  fpeak  with  all  his  (hips,  arid  they  bung  brought 
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in,  each  captain  was  afked  whether  it  appeared  ad- 
vifeable  to  bear  down  upon  the  enemy  and  engage 
them  that  night,  or  lay  by  until  next  morning? 
the  general  opinion  favoured  the  latter  condu6t,where- 
upon  it  was  agreed  that  the  Englifh  fquadron  fhould 
keep  in  fight  during  the  night,  and  to  windward, 
and  be  ready  to  engage  at  break  of  day.  The 
next  morning,  when  a  judicious  and  fpirited  attack 
would  moft  probably  have  been  crowded  with  glo- 
rious fuccefs,  the  commodore  (hewed  fo  ftrong  a 
diflike  to  engage  the  enemy,  that  the  whole  day 
was  fpent  without  nearing  them.  The  next  day  at 
feven  in  the  morning  the  two  fquadrons  were  within 
two  leagues  of  each  other.  M.  de  Conflans  formed 
his  men  of  war  in  line  of  battle,  and  appeared  de- 
termined to  try  the  event  of  an  action,  notwithftand- 
ing  his  inferiority  in  number  of  fhips.  It  fhould 
feem  that  this  firmnefs  in  the  Frenchman  quite  dif- 
concerted  Michell,  for  about  four  in  the  afternoon 
when  the  breeze  frelhened,  and  the  ardour  of  all  on 
board  the  Britilh  (hips  was  ftrongly  excited  by  a 
profpeft  of  an  immediate  engagement,  this  daf- 
tardlv  commander  made  a  fignal  to  haul  on  a 
wind,  and  Ihorten  fail.  By  this  time  they  were 
wichin  three  miles  of  the  French  (hips,  who,  fur- 
prized  at  fuch  a  conduct,  gave  chafe.  About  eight 
o'clock  two  of  the  enemy's  (hips  were  clofe  under 
the  lee  quarter  of  the  Lenox,  and  poured  in 
a  broadfide,  which  was  returned  with  great  fpirit, 
and  an  engagement  was  maintained  for  an  hour 
and  a  half,  when  the  French  bore  away;  their 
merchantmen  having  by  this  time  fafely  reached 
their  port. 

The  panic  which  had  feized  this  daftardly  com- 
mander was  fo  great,  that  at  night  he  ordered,  his 
fquadron  to  put  out  their  lights  and  make  fail,  be- 
caufe  the  French  were  following  them. 

On 
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On  the  13th  day  of  October,  vice^?ural  Davers 
died  of  a  fever  at  Jamaica,  when  the  chief  command 
devolved  on  this  magnanimous  officer  \  during  th,e 
ihort  time  in  which  he  prefided,  the  trade  of  th,e 
Leeward  I  Hands  fuffcred  eflentially,  from  the  depre- 
dations committed  by  the  Frendh  privateers,  whilft 
the  Britifh  men  of  war  were  ragged  out  of 
their  jvoper  ftations,  with  a  view  to  intercept 
fome  rich  veffel  from  the  SpanUh  main,  inftead 
of  being  conftantly  employed  in  oruifing  to  wiad- 
ward  of  the  Britifh  iflands,  for  the  protection  of 
trade. 

As*  foon  as  the  conduct  of  this  officer  was  known 
to  government,  commodore  Smith  was  fent  out  to 
fupercede  him.  He  was  afterwards  tried  by  a  court- 
martial  for  his  mifbehayiour  when  in  fight  of  this 
French  fleet,  and  for  neglecting  the  fervice  of  kis 
ftation  1  and  though,  according  to  tfie  exprefs  lay 
of  war,  fuch  rank  cowardice  and  flagrant  neglect, 
made  his  life  become  forfeit  to  his  injured 
country ;  yet  fuch  were  the  moderation  and  lenity 
of  thefe  degenerate  times,  that  he  was  only  mulct 
five  years  pay,  *nd  judged  incapable  of  ferving 
again  in  the  royal  navy.  At  this  time,  fuch  a  Ihame- 
ful  want  of  fpirit  and  refolution  appeared  in  many 
commanders  at  tea,  as  fatally  tarnifhed  the  glory 
of  the  Britifh  arms,  and  whilft  Great  Britain  pof- 
fefled  an  acknowledged  fuperiority  at  fea,  jucti 
was  the  languid  manner  in  which  it  was  em- 
ployed, that  little  national  'benefit  was  derived 
therefrom. 

The  French  too,  were  much  diffatisfied  with  the 
conduct  of  their  naval  officers.  That  nation  had 
formed  great  defigns,  the  object  of  which  being 
no  lefs  than  the  retaking  of  Louifbourg,  and  to  be- 
come pofiefied  of  Annapolis  Royal  in  Nova  Scotia. 
For  thefe  purpofes  a  fleet  was  got  ready  at  Breft, 

T  t  2  COn- 


Digitized  by  Google 


324      NAVAL  HISTO  RY    [Book  VI. 

confifting  of  eleven  (hips  of  the  line,  three  frigates  *, 
three  fireftiips,  and  two  bombs,  commanded  by  the 
duke  d'Anville.    It  failed  from  Breft  on  the  cud 
day  of  June,  and  was  attended  by  privateers,  tranf- 
ports,  and  merchantmen,  making  in  the  whole 
ninety-feven  fail.    Three  thoufand  five  hundred 
land-forces  embarked  on  board  this  fleet,  commanded 
by  brigadier  general  Jonquire.    Forty  thoufand 
fmall  arms  were  put  on  board,  and  a  proportion- 
able quantity  of  ammunition,  together  with  blan- 
kets for  the  French  Canadians  and  Indians.  This 
formidable  armament  did  not  arrive  on  the  coaft  of 
Acadia  till  the  ioth  day  of  September;  three  days 
after  which  a  furious  tempeft  difperfed  the  whole 
fleet,  feveral  of  the  tranfports  foundered,  and  all  on 
board  periflied.    No  fooner  had  the  troops  landed 
at  Chibo&ou,  the  place  of  rendezvous,  than  the 
duke  d'Anville  died  of  an  apoplexy.  Vice-ad- 
miral  Tourmel,  who  was  fecond  in  command,  then 
called  a  council  of  war  on  board  the  Trident,  to 
determine  what  fteps  were  proper  to  be  taken. 
Tourmel  con  fide  red  an  attempt  upon  Cape  Breton 
as  impracticable,,  and  was  inclined  to  make  an  im- 
mediate attack  on  Annapolis,  but  the  majority  in 
the  council  advifed  the  refitting  of  the  fquadron, 
before  they  proceeded  to  the  bay  of  Fundy.  Tour- 

Ship«.                 Commanders.  Gun  J.  Men. 

•  Le  Northumberland   Duke  d'Anville  70  580 

Le  Trident  Viccadminl  Tournel  64  500 

1/ Ardent  M.  Pence  64  500 

Le  Mars  Colombe  64  500 

Le  Leopard  Sergue  <4  500 

I/Alcide  Crenay  64  50* 

LeCafibon  Noailles  60  480 

Le  Tygre  Du  Queme  $6  400 

Le  Mercurie  L' Allure  5*  400 

Lc  Diamont  Mafiac  50  3 60 

Le  Boree  Blenac  50  360 

La  Megire  Kyfan  30  aoo 

L'Argonaut*  Queftiin  a6  too 

Le  Prince  u  Or  an  *e      Foucert  »6  *«• 
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nel,  who  was  of  an  impetuous  temper,  could  not 
brook  this  oppofition  to  his  plan  of  condudt ;  he 
was  feized  with  a  fever,  and  in  a  fit  of  delirium 
drew  his  fword  and  (tabbed  himfelf  to  the  heart. 
The  command  then  devolved  on  M.  de  Jonquiere, 
the  general  of  the  land-forces.  By  this  time  the 
fmall-pox  had  fpread  itfelf  among  both  foldiers  and 
failors,  fifteen  hundred  of  the  former,  and  eight 
hundred  of  the  latter  being  carried  off  by  it.  A 
refolution  was  therefore  taken,  as  the  fleet  was  now 
tolerably  refitted,  to  fend  four  of  the  fmaller  men 
of  war,  and  fomc  of  the  tranfports  to  Quebec,  and 
to  return  with  the  relt  immediately  to  Europe. 
This  refolution  began  to  be  executed  on  the  12th 
day  of  October,  when  the  enfeebled  fleet  failed 
from  Cheboclou,  after  converting  eight  of  their 
fhips  into  hofpitals.  . 

M.  de  Conflans,  whom  we  have  feen  arrive  in 
fafety  at  Martinico  ;  in  his  paflagehome,  in  Septem- 
ber, fell  in  with  the  Englilh  Leeward  Iflands  trade, 
under  convoy  of  the  Woolwich  and  Severn  men  of 
war  of  fifty  guns  each.  After  an  obftinate  engage- 
ment of  two  hours,  he  compelled  the  Severn  to 
ftrike,  and  took  a  few  ^merchantmen,  but  the  rell 
efcaped. 

The  naval  tranfa&ions  in  the  European  Teas  afford- 
ed nothing  very  fplendid,  but  they  contributed 
cffcntially  to  the  benefit  of  the  common  caufe.  In 
the  Mediterranean,  vice-admiral  Medley  rendered 
great  fervice  to  the  Auftrian  general  at  the  fiege  of 
Antibcs;  and  the  Britifh  fleet  was  very  vigilant 
along  the  coaft  of  Spain,  and  in  the  gulph  of 
Genoa,  where  they  intercepted  feveral  Spanifh, 
Genoefe,  and  Neapolitan  veflels,  with  military  (lores 
and  provifions  for  the  forces  in  Italy :  at  the  fame 
time,  commodore  Townfcnd  was  Rationed  with  fix 
men  of  war  off  the  ifland  of  Corfica,  to  encourage 
u   .  2  the 
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the  malccontcnts  to  (hake  off  their  fubjeftion  to 
the  Genoefe.    The  fleet  in  the  Channel  was  under 
the  command  of  vice-admiral  Martin,  and  was  very 
aftive  in  repelling  French  privateers  and  cruifers. 
The  Portland  man  of  war  of  fifty  guns,  and  three 
hundred  men,  commanded  by  captain  Stevens, 
being  on  a  cruife  on  the  26th  day  of  February,  fell 
in  with  the  Augufta,  a  French  man  of  war  of  fifty 
guns,  and  four  hundred  and  feventy  men,  lately 
come  out  of  Breft  on  a  cruife.    The  Frenchman 
immediately  bore  down  within  piftol  (hot  of  the 
Portland,  and  hoifted  his  proper  colours ;  the 
Englishman  did  the  fame,  and  the  battle  was  imm6- 
tliately  joined,  and  maintained  yard-arm  and  yard- 
arm  for  three  hours  and  a  half,  when  the  Augufta, 
being  greatly  difabled,  ftruck.  She  had  forty-feveii 
men  killed,  and  ninety-four  wounded  :  capt.  Stevens 
loft  x)nly  five  men  killed,  and  fourteen  wounded. 
He  brought  his  prize  into  Plymouth.    The  fame 
fliip  on  the  19th  day  of  November,  fell  in  with  the 
Subtile,  a  French  frigate  of  twenty-fix  guns,  and 
One  hundred  and  ninety-four  men,  which  he  took 
off  Ufhant,  and  brought  into  Torbay.    T  he  Not- 
tingham of  fixty  guns,  and  four  hundred  men, 
commanded  by  captain  Saumarez,  cruizing  off  Cape 
Clear,  on  the  1  ith  day  of  October,  fell  in  with  the 
Mars  of  fixty-four  guns,  and  five  hundred  men, 
commanded  by  M.  de  Coiombe,  being  one  of  the 
Blips  that  had  feparated  from  D'Anville's  fleet  in 
the  ftorm  off  Newfoundland.  She  was  returning  to 
Breft.  After  an  engagement  of  two  hours,  in  which 
the  Mars  had  twenty-three  killed  and  nineteen 
wounded,  (he  ftruck:  on  board  the  Nottingham, 
only  three  men  were  killed,  and  nine  wounded. 
On  the  24th  day  of  November,  the  Namur  chafed 
into  the  Britifh  fquadron,  another  (hip  of  D'Anville** 
fleet,  named  die  Mercury,  flic  had  been  converted 
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into  an  hofpital  (hip,  and  being  a  good  failor  was 
got  a  head  of  the  fleet,  which  was  on  their  return* 
On  the  26th  day  of  December,  the  Gloucefter  of 
fifty  guns,  captain  Saunders,  and  the  Lark,  of  forty 
guns,  captain  Cheap,  fell  in  with  and  took  the 
Fort  de  Nantz,  a  Spanifh  galleon,  of  thirty-two 
guns  and  two  hundred  men,  from  La  Vera  Cruz, 
and  the  Havannah,  both  bound  for  Cadiz:  their 
freight  confifted  of  one  hundred  and  five  chefts  of 
filver  rcgiftered,  each  cheft  containing  about  three 
thoufand  dollars,  a  great  quantity  of  jgold  and  filver 
unregiftered,  the  whole  amounting  to  three  hundred 
thouiand  pounds  fterling.  The  two  prizes  were 
brought  into  Plymouth. 

The  captures  made  by  the  French  this  year  were 
as  follow,  viz.  One  man  of  war  of  fifty  guns,  a  (loop 
of  war,  eight  privateers,  and  three  hundred  and 
eighteen  merchantmen  in  the  European  feas,  which 
with  thofe  in  America,  made  the  whole  number  of 
prizes  taken  this  year  by  the  French,  confift  of  one 
man  of  war  of  50  guns,  two  floop6  of  war,  nine 
privateers,  one  Eaft-Indiaman,  and  four  hundred 
and  fixty-fix  merchant  veffels ;  in  all  four  hundred 
and  feventy-nine  :  making  the  whole  number  of 
the  Britifh  mips  and  veffels  taken  by  the  French, 
fince  the  declaration  of  hoftilities,  amount  to  eleven 
hundred  and  twenty-two. 

The  Spaniards  this  year  took  one  hundred  and 
five  Britifh  veffels  in  the  European  feas,  and  feventy- 
eight  in  America,  in  all  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  ;  which  made  the  whole  number  of  Britifh 
fhips  and  veffels  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  fince  the 
23d  day  of  Odtober  1739,  amount  to  one  thoufand 
feventy-one ;  and  thofe  taken  in  the  year  one  thou- 
fand  feven  hundred  and  forty-fix  by  the  French 
and  Spaniards,  to  confift  of  fix  hundred  and  fixty- 
two. 

The 
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The  captures  made  by  Great  Britain  were  as  fol- 
low, viz.  Nine  privateers,  four  regifter  ihips, 
and  fifteen  other  Spanifli  veffels  in  the  Euro- 
pean fcas,  which  with  the  captures  in  America, 
made  the  whole  lofs  fuftained  by  the  Spaniards, 
during  the  year  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
forty- fix  to  confifl  in  twenty-two  privateers,  ten  rc^ 
gifter  (hips,  and  fifty-fix  other  merchantile  veffels ; 
in  all  eighty-eight.  Thefe  made  the  whole  number 
of  Spaniih  Ihips  and  veffels  taken  by  the  Engliih 
fince  the  commencement  of  the  war  to  amount  to 
one  thoufand  and  fixty.  The  captures  from  the 
French  were  four  men  of  war,  fifty-three  privateers, 
and  two  hundred  and  three  merchantile  veffels  in 
the  European  feas,  befides  feven  (loops  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies,  in  all  two  hundred  and  feventy  ;  making, 
together  with  the  captures  in  America,  the  whole, 
number  of  prizes  taken  from  the  French,  in  the. 
courfe  of  the  year,  to  confift  in  feven  men  of  war, 
ninety-one  privateers,  twenty-three  Turkey  fhips* 
five  Guineamen,  one  hundred  and  forty- three  Mar- 
tinico  and  St.  Domingo  (hips*  twenty -one  New- 
foundland fhips,  feven  (loops  belonging  to  the 
French  company  in  the  Eaft-Indies,  and  one  hun- 
dred and  thirteen  other  merchantile  veffels,  in  all 
four  hundred  and  ten  which  were  fixty-nine  (hort  of 
the  prizes  taken  in  the  fame  year  by  the  French 
alone,  and  one  hundred  and  fixty-four  ihort  of  thofe 
taken  by  the  French  and  Spaniards  jointly. 

The  whole  number  of  prizes  taken  from  the 
French  from  the  24th  day  of  March  1744,  amounted 
to  eleven  hundred  and  fixty  ;  being  thirty-eight 
more  than  thofe  taken  by  the  French  *. 

The 

•  At  a  court  of  admiralty  held  at  Doctor's  Commont,  a  eaufe  was 
tried  between  the  officer*  ana  crew  of  the  Centurion,  and  thofe  or  the 
Glouceiter.  The  queltton  to  be  decided  was,  whether  thofe  of  the 
latter  Jhi]>s  were  enatled  to  a  proportionate  lhare  of  th«  prize  money 
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The  war  on  the  continent  had  continued  fix 
years,  and  now  feemed  to  threaten  a  yet  wider 
fpread,  by  the  Dutch  republic  openly  declaring 
againft  France.  At  the  commencemence  of  the  war, 
the  queen  of  Hungary  was  upon  the  point  of  lofing 
all  her  poffefllona.  Soon  after  the  unfortunate  duke 
of  Bavaria,  who  had  been  chofen  emperor  by  the 
name  of  Charles  VII.  was  banifhed  from  his  throne, 
ftripped  of  his  hereditary  dukedom,  and  flirunk 
from  lurrounding  dangers.  The  duke  of  Savoy, 
now  king  of  Sardinia,  was  then  feen  to  change  that 
fide  which  fome  years  before  he  had  efpoufed,  and 
to  [bin  with  Auftria  and  England,  againft  the  am* 
bitious  defigns  of  France,  while  Italy  ftill  felt  all 
the  terrors  of  war,  or  rather  faw  foreigners  contend-* 
ing  with  each  other  for  her  dominions  ;  the  French 
and  Spaniards  on  one  fide,  the  Imperialifts  and  the 
king  of  Sardinia  on  the  other.  Thus  Italy,  that 
once  gave  laws  to  the  world,  now  faw  the  troops  of 
Germany  and  Spain,  by  turns,  enter  into  her  terri- 
tories *,  and,  after  various  combats,  (he,  at  lair,  faw 
the  Imperial  ills  become  matters.  The  Spaniards 
and  French  loft  the  mod  flouriming  armies,  not* 
withftanding  the  excellent  condu&  of  the  prince  of 
Conti  their  general;  and,  at  lait,  after  a  bloody 
vi&ory  obtained  over  the  Spaniards  at  St.  Lazaro, 
the  beautiful  city  of  Genoa,  which  had  fided  with 
Spain,  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  conquerors,  to 
fufter  all  the  indignities  impofed  upon  them,  and  to 
pay  a  moft  fevere  contribution. 

with  the  Centurion's  people,  their  (hi»  being  loft.  The  court  decreed 
it  in  their  favour,  they  being  on  txrard  the  Centurion  at  the  ttnv  of  the 
capture  of  the  rich  Acapulco  fliip,  and  equally  afiiking  in  the  M&ion. 

Another  caul'e  wa«  tried  in  (be  court  or  chancery,  which  originated 
from  a  minor  on  board  (he  Duke  privateer,  h^vmt;  (old  hi*  fha«c  <>f  rhi 
rich  prizes  which  had  been  taken  in  company  with  the  Prince  Frederic, 
for  an  inconiidcrable  Aim.  Lord  chancellor  fiardwickc  decreed,  that  hii 
proportion  of  the  produce  ihouid  be  paul  mto  the  hand*  of  proper 
guardians  for  ha*  vie, 
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The  city  of  Genoa  had,  for  ages  before,  main- 
tained its  own  laws,  and  boarted  of  liberty.  Be- 
fides  its  inner  wall,  it  hid  another  formed  by  a 
chain  of  rocks  of  more  than  two  leagues  extent ; 
but  both  being  built  in  thofe  times  when  modern 
fortification  was  yet  unknown,  it  was  not  thought, 
by  its  fenate,  capable  of  making  a  proper  rtfiftance. 
Upon  fubmitting,  the  unhappy  Italians  too  loon 
found  that  no  mercy  was  to  be  expected  from  the 
court  ofVienna,which  had  ever  patronized  oppreflion. 
More  than  a  million  fterling  was  demanded  for  a 
contribution ;  a  tax,  the  payment  of  which  muft 
have  utterly  ruined  the  city.  The  magiftrates  did 
all  in  their  power  to  pay  the  exorbitant  fum  de- 
manded j  and  the  German  troops  exercifed  every 
inhumanity  in  exacting  it.  The  conquerors  lived 
upon  the  people,  and  treated  them  with  an  infolence 
which  was  natural  to  them  as  conquerors,  and  as 
Germans.  I  bis  republic  little  thought  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war  for  the  fuccelfion  of  the  houfe 
of  Auftria,  that  lhe  mould  be  made  the  victim  of 
it;  but  when  tiie  principal  powers  in  Europe  take 
arms,  there  is  no  little  Hate  that  ought  not  to 
tremble.  The  Genoefe  were,  at  length,  reduced 
to  defpair,  and  were  refolved  to  make  a  lait  effort 
for  the  recovery  of  their  liberty  and  independance. 
The  Auftrians  took  the  cannon  of  the  city,  in  order 
to  tranfport  them  to  Provence,  where  their  arms 
had  already  penetrated.  The  Genoefe  themfelvcs 
were  obliged  to  draw  thofe  cannon,  which  they  had 
once  conhdered  as  the  defence  and  ornament  of  their 
citadel.  It  was  on  this  occafion  that  an  Auftrian 
officer  (truck  one  of  the  citizens,  who  had  been  em- 
ployed in  this  laborious  talk.  This  blow  ferved  to 
animate  the  people  with  their  former  fpirit  of  free- 
dom. They  took  up  arms  in  every  quarter  of  the 
town,  and  furprized  ibmc  battalions  of  the  Auftri- 
4  ans, 
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ans,  furrounded  others,  and  cut  them  in  pieces. 
The  fenate,  uncertain  how  to  proceed,  neither  en- 
couraged nor  flopped  the  citizens,  who  drove  the 
Auftrians  entirely  out,  and  then  appointed  com- 
manders, and  guarded  the  walls  with  the  utmoft 
regularity. 

In  confequence-  of  the  parliamentary  encourage- 
ment given  to  attempts  for  the  difcovery  of  a  north- 
well  paflage  through  Hudfon's  bay  to  the  feas  of 
Japan  and  China,  a  lubferipeion  for  ten  thoufand 
,  pounds  was  let  on  foot;  it  was  divided  into  one 
hundred  (hares  of  one  hundred  pounds  each, 
hereupon  two  lhips  were  fitted  out  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  exploring  this  paflage.  They  wintered 
at  Port  Nelfon  in  Hudfon's  Bay,  and  the  year 
following  made  feveral  attempts  to  penetrate  weft- 
ward,  but  were  obliged  to  return  home  without 
erTe&ing  any  thing  that  might  rend  to  the  difcovery. 
Anocher  attempt  was  afterwards  made  from  Phila- 
delphia. 

The  parliament  met  on  the  i^th  day  of  Novem- 
ber 1746,  when  great  unanimity  appeared  in  grant- 
ing the  fupplics,  which  this  year  rofe  to  a  moft 
enormous  heii'hr,  beinst  no  lefs  than  nine  hundred 
and  twenty- live  thoufand  two  hundred  and  fifty-four 
pounds,  but  fuch  were  the  wealth  and  fatisfadtion  in 
the  nation,  that  fubferiptions  were  prefently  made  for 
the  whole  fum.  Theulual  number  of  feamen  was 
voted  at  theufual  rate,  and  no  lefs  than  fixty  thou- 
fand land-forces,  including  eleven  thoufand  five 
hundred  marines.  The  new  taxes  that  were  im- 
pofed  to  pay  the  intereft  of  new  created  debt,  were 
laid  on  windows,  carriages,  and  fpirituous  liquors; 
a  lottery  took  place  according  to  annual  cuftom, 
and  a  fum  was  drawn  from  the  finking-fund.  1  hele 
important  matters  being  fettled,  the  legiflatuie  fat 
about  eftabliftiing  feveral  falutary  regulations  in 

U  u  1  Scotland. 


Digitized 


332      NAVAL  HISTORY       [Book  VI. 

Scotland.    The  Highlanders,  who  had  till  this  time 
continued  to  wear  the  old  military  drefs  of  the  Ro- 
mans, and  who  always  went  armed,  were  reftrainrd 
in  the  ufe  both  of  their  drefs  and  their  weapons. 
To  compenfate  for  which,  they  were  admitted  to  a 
participation  of.  that  liberty  which  their  fellow-fub- 
jects  of  the  Britifh  empire  enjoyed,  by  an  aft  of 
parliament,  which  took  away  the  heretable  juris- 
dictions in  Scotland,  extended  the  influence,  be~ 
nefit,  and  protection  of  the  king's  laws  and  courts 
of  juftice,  to  all  his  majefty's  fubje&s  in  Scotland, 
and  rendered  the  union  more  complete.  Hereby 
all  heretable  jurifdidtion  of  judiciary,  and  all  rega- 
lities, other  than  the  office  of  high-conftable  of 
Scotland,  were,  from  Lady-day  1748,  abrogated, 
totally  diffolved,   and  extinguished ;  reafonable 
pecuniary  compensations  being  made  to  the  pof- 
feflbrs  of  fuch  heretable  jurifdi&ions.    All  tenure 
of  lands  by  wardfhip,  which  was  a  heavy  grievance, 
and  fubjefted  minors  to  the  abfolute  controui  of 
their  feudal  lords"  in  many  cafes,  was  totally  abo- 
liftied  by  this  falutary  ftatute,  which  may  be  termed, 
a  new  Magna  Charta  for  Scotland.    Thefe  were  the 
moft  important  occurrences  during  the  winter  5  let 
us  now  attend  to  the  farther  progrefs  of  the  war. 

The  arms  of  France  under  Marlhal  Saxe,  had 
reduced  the  whole  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  to 
their  obedience.  In  vain  the  Dutch  negotiated, 
fupplicated,  and  evaded  war ;  they  faw  thcmfelves 
ftripped  of  all  thofe  ftrong  barrier  towns  which  de- 
fended their  dominions  from  invafion ;  and  they 
now  lay  almoft  defencelefs,  ready  to  receive  terms 
from  their  conquerors.  The  Dutch,  at  this  time, 
were  very  different  from  their  forefathers,  the  brave 
afTertors  of  liberty,  in  the  beginning  of  the  re- 
public ;  the  individuals  of  their  ftate  were  now 
rich,  while  the  government  was  poor  s  they  had  loft. 
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m  a  fpirit  of  traffic  and  luxury,  all  their  generality 
of  fcntimcnt,  and  defire  of  independence  5  they 
only  fought  riches,  regardlefc  of  public  virtue* 
They  were  divided  in  their  councils  between  two 
factions  which  now  fubfifted,  namely,  that  which 
declared  for  a  Stadtholder,  and  that  which,  with 
attachments  to  France,  oppofed  his  election.  The 
prevalence  of  either  fide  was  almoft  equally  fatal  to 
liberty  j  if  a  Stadtholder  were  elected,  they  then 
faw  their  conftitution  altered  from  a  republic  to  a 
kind  of  limited  monarchy ;  if  the  oppofite  party 
prevailed,  they  were  to  feel  the  weight  of  a  con* 
firmed  ariftocracy,  rendered  permanent  by  French 
power,  and  crouching  under  its  authority.    Of  the 
two  evils  they  chofe  the  former;  the  people,  in 
fcveral  towns,  inflamed  almoft  to  tumult  and  fedi- 
tion,  compelled  their  magistrates  to  declare  for  the 
prince  of  Orange  as  Stadtholder,  captain-general, 
and  admiral  of  the  Unired  Provinces.    The  effect 
of  this  refolution  immediately  appeared  ;  all  com- 
merce with  the  French  was  prohibited ;  the  Dutch 
army  was  augmented ;  and  orders  were  iffued  to 
commence  hoftilitics  againft  the  French  by  fea  and. 
land. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  war  viftory  and  mifcarriage 
had  alternately  attended  all  parties  ;  fo  that  each 
(late  grew  more  feeble,  and  none  acquired  any 
real  recompence  for  the  loffes  fuftained.  The 
French  gained  a  confiderable  vi&ory  at  Rou- 
croux  in  Flanders,  over  the  allies,  although  it 
procured  them  no  real  advantage;  and  k  coft 
them  a  greater  number  of  lives  than  thofe 
whom  they  obliged  to  retire.  The  Dutch,  in  this 
general  conflict,  feemed  the  greater  lofers.  A  vic- 
tory gained  over  the  allies  at  La  Feldt  ferved  to  re* 
duce  them  to  a  ftill  greater  degree  of  diftruft  in 
cheir  generals,  than  they  had  hitherto  fliewn :  buc 
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thetaking  of  Bergen-op-Zoom,  the  ftrongelt  forti- 
fication of  Dutch  Brabant,  and  which  put  the  French 
in  pofieflionof  the  whole  navigation  of  the  Scheicie, 
threw  them  almoft  into  defpair.  But  thefe  victo- 
ries, in  favour  of  France,  were  counterbalanced 
with  almoft  equal  difappointments.  In  Italy,  the 
French  genera),  marftial  BelleiuVs  brother,  at  the 
head  of  thirty-four  thoufand  men,  attempted  to  pe- 
netrate into  Piedmont ;  but  his  troops  were  put  to 
the  route,  and  he  himfelf  (lain. 

The  naval  force  of  Great  Britain  at  this  time 
was  immenfely  great,  that  of  France  comparatively 
inconfiderable.  During  the  long  administration  of 
cardinal  Fleury,  the  improvement  of  the  French 
marine  made  no  part  of  his  fyftem  of  government, 
on  which  account  he  never  excited  the  jealoufly  of 
the  maritime  ftates  againft  France.  The  Britifli 
navy  con  lifted  of  ninety- two  (hips  of  the  line, 
thirty-five  fifty  gun  Ihips,  and  one  hundred  and 
feventeen  frigates,  from  fixteen  to  forty  guns.  Not- 
withstanding this  unprecedented  degree  of  ltrengih, 
the  French  by  dint  of  fuperior  vigilance  and  addrels, 
had  carried  on  their  commerce  during  the  war  with 
little  lofs ;  had  fcldom  been  worfted,  and  never  dif- 
graced.  That  fpirit  which  had  formerly  animated  our 
naval  commanders,  (for  our  failors  were  as  brave  and 
expert  as  ever)  might  have  been  thought  to  have  de- 
ferted  us,  if  the  conduct  of  Tome  individuals  had 
not  difplayed  it  in  its  priftine  glory.  It  is  the 
executive  government  of  a  country  that,  in  general, 
gives  energy  and  effecT:  to  its  martial  operations  ; 
and  when  minifters  are  weak,  fupine,  or  enervated, 
it  is  well  if  thofe  whom  they  employ  do  not 
imbibe  the  fame  qualities.  Such  reflections  are 
painful  to  every  man  who  feels  for  the  honour  and 
profperity  of  his  country  ;  but  the  conduct  of  the 
war  to  the  period  we  are  now  entering  upon,  was 

fuch, 
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loch,  as  demand  them  from  an  hiftorian  5  'tis  with 
the  utmoft  pleafure  that  we  now  enter  on  a  period 
in  which  more  acYive  meafures  were  adopted,  and 
glorious  i\io:efs  followed. 

The  mifcarriage  of  the  French  fleet  which  was 
fent  to  America  the  preceding  year,  had  not  dis- 
couraged Prince  from  attempting  the  recovery  of 
Cape  Breton,  the  importance  of  which  to  their 
poiieffions  in  Canada  they  were'  fully  fenfible  of. 
A  fleet  was  therefore  prepared  in  the  fpring  of  the 
year  1747,  to  proceed  to  America,  and  the  com- 
mand given  to  M.  de  la  Jonquiere,  chef  d'Efcadrc. 
With  this  force  they  flattered  themfelves  with  the 
hopes,  not  only  of  regaining  what  they  had  loft,  but 
of  annexing  Acadia  to  their  poflfeflions,  when  they 
Ihould  be  aiTilled  by  the  ftrength  which  they  could 
draw  from  Canada.  The  defigns  of  this  enterpriz- 
ing  nation  did  not  flop  here.  In  the  eaft  they 
meant  to  pufh  their  conquefts,  and  had  already  in 
idea,  difpolTe  fifed  their  rivals  of  every  fort  and 
factory  which  they  held  in  thole  extenfive  regions. 
For  this  purpole  another  fquadron  was  prepared, 
which  to  be  commanded  by  M.  de  St.  George,  who 
was  to  fucceed  Bourdonnois  *. 

Thcfc  two  fquadrons  were  to  put  to  fea  together, 
and  proceed  with  the  trade  fhips  deftined  both  for 
the  eaftern  and  the  weftcrn  worlds,  lb  far  as  their 
courfes  were  the  fame. 

The  Englilh  miniitry  was  apprized  of  this  arma- 
ment, and  refolved  to  intercept  it.    A  fleet  was 

•      a  i 

♦  The  intrigues  of  Du  Pleix,  governor  of  Pondicherry,  had  caufed 
Bourdonnois  to  be  fe»»t  to  Europe  a  prisoner.  On  his  arrival  in  France 
be  was  thut  up  in  the  battile,  and  after  remaining  there  three  years  and  a 
half,  his  judge >  found  him  innocent  of  the  charges  biou^h;  a^.iirdt  h;nu 
In  hi*  iroiiinemcni  he  contracted  a  mortal  diltemper,  of  whicn  he  died 
loon  utter  his  acquittal.  No  recompence  was  made  to  his  family  for 
theie  his  unmet i  cd  JufFeiingi.  The  public,  indeed,  Iviltowed  upon  hiin 
the  flattering  title  of  La  Bourdonnoti,  the  Avenger  of  Fraiice,  and  tho 
VjcIuu  of  £«>y .  Voltairt. 

* 

«  therefore 
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therefore  got  ready,  the  command  of  which  was 
given  to  vice-admiral  Anfon  and  rear-admiral  War% 
reni  it  confifted  of  the  following  Ihips: 


Ship*. 

Prince  George, 

» 

•Devonfliire,  - 

•Namur, 
Monmouth, 
Prince  Frederick,  Norris, 
♦Yarmouth, 
Princels  Louifa, 
^Defiance, 
Nottingham, 
•Pembroke, 
*Windfor, 
♦Centurion, 
Falkland, 

♦Briftol, 
Ambufcade, 
Falcon  floop, 
Vulcan  firefhip, 


Vice-admiral  Anfon, 
Captain  Bentley, 
Rear-admiral  Warren,  1 
L  Captain  Weft,        — J 
Bofcawen, 
Harrifon, 


Men.  Guns. 


Brett, 
Watfon, 
Grenville, 
Saumarez, 
Finchcr, 
Hanway, 
Denis, 
Barradcl, 

Hon.  Wi|l.  Montague, 
Capt.  John  Montague,  250 
Gwynn,  —  100 

Pattigrew,  —  1 00 


750 

480 

—  480 

—  400 

—  400 

—  400 

—  400 

—  400 

—  400 

—  400 

—  400 

—  3  00 

—  300 


300 


90 

66 

74 
64 

64 
64 
64 

60 

60 
60 
60 
5© 

5° 

5° 
40 

10 

10 


Thofe  marked  *  were  the  only  (hips  engaged. 

This  fquadron  failed  from  Plymouth  on  the  9th 
day  of  April,  the  fleet  failed  from  Plymouth  and 
proceeded  to  Cape  Finifterre,  and  there  cruifed  in 
expectation  of  the  enemy.  On  the  3d  day  of  May, 
the  Cape  bearing  S.  £.  diftant  twenty-four  leagues, 
the  expected  fleet  appeared  in  fight,  confifting  of 
thirty-eight  fail.  When  they  difcovered  the  Britifli 
fleet,  nine  of  their  lhips  fhortened  fail,  and  drew 
into  a  line  of  battle  a-head,  while  the  other  twenty- 
nine  ftretched  to  the  weftward  with  all  the  fail  they 
could  fet.   The  Bricifli  fquadron  likewife  formed 

in 
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in  line  of  battle,  but  the  rear-admiral  perceiving 
that  the  enemy  began  to  flieer  off,  as  the  (hips  they 
convoyed  were  goc  a  confiderable  diftance,  adyifed 
admiral  Anion  to  haul  in  the  fignal  for  the  line,  and 
hoift  another  for  giving  chafe  and  engaging, 
ocherwife  the  French  would  in  all  probability 
efc.ipe  by  favour  of  the  night*.  This  propofal  was 
embraced,  and  the  fignal  for  the  whole  fleet  to 
chafe  and  engage  without  any  regard  to  the  line  of 
battle,  was  thrown  out ;  foon  after  which  the  en- 
gagement was  begun  by  the  Centurion,  who  had  got 
up  wich  the  ftrrnmoft  Ihip  of  the  French  about  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  Two  of  the  largeft  French, 
fhips  bore  down  to  the  afiiftance  of  the  ihip  which 
was  attacked.  The  Namur,  Defiance,  and  Windfor, 
being  the  next  headmoft  (hips,  foon  enrered  into 
aclion  with  five  French  fliips,  and  a  terrible  fire 
v/as  kept  up  on  both  fides.  The  Centurion  foon  loft 
her  main-top-maft,  which  occafioned  her  to  drop 
altera  to  refit,  which  was  no  fooner  done  than 
captain  Denis  brought  his  (hip  again  into  action. 
Captain  Grenville  oi  the  Defiance  bravely  bore  down 
to  the  afiiftance  of  the  Namur,  who  was  fuftaining 
an  unequal  conteft:  with  the  French  fliips,  and 
bringing  his  Ihip  on  her  (larboard  bow,  relieved  her 
from  the  fire  of  one  of  the  enemy's  (hips,  by  re: 
ceiving  it  into  His  Own.  After  a  very  (harp  conteft 
the  three  Britilh  (hips  had  fo  difabled  their  five  an- 
tagonifts  that  they  would  infallibly  become  an  eafy 
prey  to  that  part  of  the  Britifh  fleet  which  was  yet 
aflern;  the  Namur,Defiance,  andWindfor,  therefore, 
made  fa:l  a-hcad  to  prevent  the  van  of  the  French 
from  eicaping.  In  the  mean  time  rear-admiral 
Warren,  in  the  Dcvonfhire,  came  up  with  and  en- 
gaged the  French  commodore  la  Jonquicre,  in  the 

*  Snaol!et\  k.ftory  cfEnglanJ.  Vol.  XI.  p.  285: 

Vol.  IV.  X  x  Scrieux. 
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Serieux.  As  he  approached,  the  Frenchman  fa- 
luted  him  with  a  terrible  fire,  to  which  he  made  no 
return  until  he  was  within  piftol  (hot,  when  his 
great  guns  dealt  fuch  havock  to  his  adverfary  as 
obliged  her  prefently  to  ftrike.  No  fooner  had  the 
rear-admiral  made  himfelf  mafter  of  this  prize, 
than  he  made  up  to  the  other  French  commander 
in  the  Invincible,  although  a  fhip  of  much  fuperior 
force  to  his  own,  but  her  main-top-maft  had  been 
already  mot  away  by  the  Namur.  As  foon  as  he 
had  difcharged  his  firft  broadfide,  the  hon.  captain 
Montague,  in  the  Briftol,  bore  down  to  fecond 
him,  and  prefently  difmafted  the  Invincible ;  and 
the  furious  affault  that  was  made  upon  her,  both  by 
the  Devonfhire  and  Briftol,  ftruck  her  men  with 
fuch  terror,  that  they  were  incapable  of  (landing 
to  their  guns.  The  fpirit  with  which  our  captains 
were  animated  on  this  occafion,  appears  from  the 
following  circumitance.  When  the  Briftol  had 
begun  to  engage  with  the  Invincible,  captain 
Fincher,  in  the  Pembroke,  attempted  to  get  in 
between  herand  the  French  fhip,  but  there  not  be- 
ing room  enough,  the  commander  of'the  Pembroke 
hailed  the  Briftol,  and  bid  her  put  her  helm 
a-ftarboard,  or  his  fhip  would  run  foul  of  her ;  to 
which  captain  Montagu  replied,  "  Sir,  run  foul 

of  me,  and  be  d  ,  neither  you,  nor  any  man  in 

the  world,  (hall  come  between  me  and  my  enemy." 
When  the  Invincible  tired  only  her  mufquetry, 
captain  Montagu  left  her  to  be  picked  up  by  the 
fhips  aftern,  when  commanding  his  fails  to  be  filled 
again,  he  faid,  "  My  boys,  we  will  have  another 
of  them,"  and  immediately  gave  chafe  to  two  of  the 
enemy,  which  were  fpreading  all  their  fail  to  get 
away,  but  1$  prefently  reached  the  Diamond  of 
fifty-fix  guns,  and  four  hundred  and  eighty  men, 
and  after  an  engagement  within  piftol-lhot,  which 

lafted 
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lafted  near  an  hour  and  three  quarters,  the  enemy 
being  difmafted,  and  one  of  her  upper-deck  guns 
burfting,  and  her  rigging  (nattered  to  pieces,  lhe 
ftruck.  When  the  Briftol'b  lieutenant  went  on 
board,  he  was  aftoniftied  at  the  fcene  of  <leftru£tion 
which  prefented  itfelf ;  her  poop  and  quarter-deck 
were  like  a  flaughter-houfe,  ttreaming  with  blood, 
and  flrewed  with  mangled  limbs  and  carcafles  of 
the  dying  and  the  dead*. 

While  the  Namur,  Defiance,  Windfor,  Centurion, 
Yarmouth,  Pembroke,  and  Devonfhire,  were  en- 
gaging fome  of  the  French  fhips,  and  purfuing 
others,  vice-admiral  Anfon,  in  the  Prince  George, 
came  up  to  the  Invincible,  but  before  he  fired  upon 
her,  all  the  French  fhips  in  the  rear  ftruck  their 
colours  between  fix  and  feven,  as  did  all  thofe  that 
were  in  the  line  before  night. 

At  feven  o'clock,  the  vice-admiral  brought  to, 
having  detached  the  Monmouth,  Yarmouth,  and 
Nottingham,  in  purfuit  of  the  convoy,  who  then 
bore  weft  by  fouth-weft,  at  about  four  or  five  leagues 
diftance,  being  followed  by  the  Falcon  (loop  all  the 
time  of  the  engagement,  whofe  cap:ain  was  ordered 
to  make  fignals  for  a  guidance  to  the  other  (hips, 
by  which  means  the  Vigilante,  and  Modefte,  of 
twenty- two  guns  each,  with  the  Dartmouth,  former- 
ly an  Engliflh  privateer  of  eighteen  guns,  and  fifty 
men,  were  taken;  being  the  only  Eaft-lndia  fhips  that 

*  The  honourable  cr.pt  uu  WiHism  Montigu  was  the  youngeft  fon 
of  Edward-Kichard  viionnt  Hinchingbi  okv,  and  brother  to  the  prelent 
earl  «t  Sandwich.  He  commanded  'he  Mermud  at  the  taking  or  Cape 
Breton,  from  whence  he  was  difpatched  with  commodore  Warren's  a,d- 
vicesto  the  admit alty.  On  Auguft  23,  •  74 5,  be  was  commiftiuncd  cap- 
tain of  the  Prince  Edward  ;  and  having  afterward;  the  command  of  the 
Brittol,  he  took  the  Urbena,  a  rich  Spanifh  rcgirtcr  ftaip.  In  November 
that  lame  year,  he  was  elected  one  of  the  knights  i-jr  the  county  of 
Huntingdon  ;  and  in  the  lucceeding  parliament  krved  to  j.e  borough  of 
Kofliney,  in  Cornwall,  lie  married  Charlotte,  daughter  of  Francis 
Nailour,  of  OrTord-Darcy,  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon,  E'.a.  hu  died 
on  February  10,  1757,  without  iiTue.— Collinses  Peeragt,  FiLlll.  p.  30*. 
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fled  from  the  engagement.  Six  other  (hips  of  the 
the  convoy  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Englifh,  but 
the  reftefcaped  by  favour  of  the  night. 

The  French  behaved  with  ereat  eallantrv  in  this 
action,  but  the  impetuous  valour  of  the  Er.glifh 
was  irrefiftible;  their  failors  far  furpaffed  thofe  of 
the  French,  both  in  difcipline  and  firing,  and  as 
only  eight  Englifh  fhips  were  engaged,  the  fuperi- 
ority  on  our  fide  was  not  very  great.  The  Btiiifh 
fhips  furTcrcd  feverely  in  their  mails  and  rigging; 
about  five  hundred  and  twenty  were  either  killed  or 
wounded.  On  the  fide  of  the  French  aboutyoo  were 
either  killed  or  wounded*.  But  the  greateft  lofs  fuf- 
tained  by  the  conquerors  was  from  the  death  of  captain 
Grenville.of  the  Defiance;  who,  though  no  more  than 
1%  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  his  dearh,  was  an 
excellent  officer,  regretted  by  the  whole  Meet,  la- 
mented by  his  admiral,  and  deplored  by  his  king 
and  country.  He  was  nephew  to  lord  Cobham, 
youngeft  brother  to  the  prefent  lord  Temple,  bro- 
ther-in-law to  Mr.  Pitt,  and  maternal  coulin  to  the 
late  lord  Lyttelton.  His  uncle  caufed  apedeftal  to 
be  erected  to  his  memory,  in  the  temple  of  Britifli 
worthies,  at  Stow-Gardens ;  and  hiscoufin  lamented 
his  lofs,  and  fung  hispraifes  in  tender  elegiac  (trains  f. 

Captain, 

*  The  French  fliip*  taken  on  this  glorious  day  were  as  follow,  viz. 

Guns.  Men. 

LeSeneu*  {^l^T*  \«  55* 

L'ln  vincible        M,  de  St.  George       74  700 

Le  Diamont        Jloquhart         —       56  450 

Le  T^lun  Beccaiel          •           51*""- 355 

Le  Rubin  M'Carty    52  318 

La  Gioire  Sale  fie          ■  44-^—330 

Ships  belonging  totheEaft-India  Company,  fitted  out  as  men  of  war* 

L'Apolion  De  Santons       —  3C— 13* 

Le  Phitipart  Cellie         —  30—170 

Le  Thcti»  Macon       ,  ao— 100 

Le  Dartmouth  Fcnoche      —        iS   50 

+  On  the  lsddayof  May  thecorpfe  of  captain  GrenviJIe  was  landed 
tt  Stokes  Bay,  where  ahearfe  waited  to  receive  it,  to  convey  it  to  the  fa- 
mily 
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Captain  Bofcawen,  of  the  Namur,  was  wounded  in 
the  fhoulder  by  a,  mvflvet-bal),  but  no  other  officer 
of  the  Britifli  fleet  was  hurt.    M.  de  la  Jonquiere, 

mily  vault  at  Woollen.  The  corpfe  was  attended  at  Spithead  by  all  the 
boats  of  the  l'guadron  to  which  he  belonged.  His  fword  was  drawn, 
and  Ltd  acrofs  the  coffin  j  and  from  the  time  ct  the  boats  putting  off 
from  the  (hips  fide  to  their  landing,  minute-guns  were  fired  by  the  whole 
IquHdron,  who  likewise  hoifted  their  colours  half  malk  high,  on  the  me- 
lancholy occaficn. 

The  following  is  the  infeription  to  the  memory  of  captain  Grenville, 
on  a  pedeitai  in  Stow-gardens : 

_  Sororis  fuse  Filio 

THOM^E  GRENVILLE 
Qui  navis  pcrfe&us  regiae 
Duccnte  claffem  Britannicatn  Georgio  Anfon 
Dum  contra  Galios  fortiflime  pngnaret 

Dilaceratae  navis  ingenti  fngmine 
#        Fcmore  graviter  percuflb, 
Perire,  dixit  monbundus,  omnipo  fatiu*  efte 
Quam  incrtiae  reum  in  judicio  fifti » 
Columnam  hanc  roftratam 
Laudans  &  marrens  pofuit 
C      O      B      H      A  M. 
Infigue  virtutis,  eheu  .'  rariflimae 
Exonplum  habes, 
Ex  quodifcas 
Quid  virum  pi*fcc"hira  militari  ornafurn 
Deceat 
MDCC  XLVII. 

Lord  Lyttelton's  ve;fes  are  as  follow  : 

To  the  memory  of  captain  GrenviUr,  of  the  Defiance  man  of  was, 
who  was  (lain  in  an  engagement  with  the  French  fleet,  May  3,  1747, 

Ye  weeping  Mufes,  Graces  Virtues,  tell, 
If  fince  your  all-accompliuYd  Sydney  fell, 
You,  or  afflifted  Briton  e'er  deplor'd 
A  loft  like  thnt  thefe  plaintive  Jays  record  r 
Such  (potleft  honour  !  Such  ingenious  truth! 
Such  npen'd  wifdom  in  the  bloom  of  youth  ! 
So  mild,  to  gentle,  fo  compos'd  a  mind, 
To  fuch  heroic  warmth,  and  courage  join^t 
He  too,  like  Sydney,  nurs'd  in  learning's  arms, 
For  nobler  wji  forfbok  her  lofter  charms  : 
Like  him  poflels'd  of  cv'ry  pleating  art ; 
The  lecret  wifli  of  ev'ry  female  heart  j 
Like  him  cut  off"  in  youthful  glory's  pride, 
He  unrepining,  for  his  country  died. 

But  nobler  far,  and  greater  is  the  praife 
So  bright  to  mine  in  thefe  degen'rate  days  ; 
An  age  of  heroes  kindled  Sydney's  fire, 
His  inborn  worth  alone  could  GtENVlLLE'S  deeds  infpiit. 

the 
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the  French  chef  d'Efcadre,  was  (hot  under  the  blade- 
bones  of  both  his  fhoulders;  one  of  his  captains 
was  killed,  and  another  loft  a  leg.  The  French 
fleet  would  have  feparated  in  a  day  or  two  if  this 
difafter  had  not  befallen  it.  The  Invincible  and 
Jafon  were  to  have  proceeded  to  the  Eaft-Indies, 
with  the  trade  and  ftore-fliips,and  the  reft  have  bent 
their  courfe  for  Canada.  Our  victorious  fleet 
brought  their  noble  acquifition  into  Portfmouth, 
with  all  the  exultation  attendant  on  glorious  and 
decifive  victory.  A  confiderable  quantity  of  filver 
was  on  board  this  captived  fleet,  which  was  brought 
through  the  city  of  London  in  twenty  waggons, 
guarded  by  marines,  and  lodged  in  the  bank.  The 
ftiare  of  prize  money  to  each  private  feaman  on 
board  the  Britifh  fleet,  amounted  to  feven  pounds 
five  (hillings  and  fix-pence ;  every  petty  officer  re- 
ceived thirty-eight  pounds  four  {hillings ;  the  next 
rank  of  officers  one  hundred  and  thirty-three 
pounds,  and  each  lieutenant  two  hundred  and 
ninety-three  pounds.  "Of  the  filver  taken  at  this 
time,"  fays  Voltaire,  <c  fome  money  was  coined,  the 
legend  of  which  was  the  word  Finisterre,  which 
ferved  both  as  a  flattering  remembrance  of  the  vic- 
tory, and  an  encouragement  to  the  people  :  it  was 
a  glorious  imitation  of  the  ancient  cuftom  among 
the  Romans,  of  engraving  in  this  manner  on  their 
current  money,  the  mod  remarkable  events  of  their 
empire  *. 

On  their  return  to  London,  vice-admiral  Anfon 
was  created  a  peer,  by  the  title  of  lord  Anfon, 
baron  of  Soberton,  in  the  county  of  Southampton  $ 
and  rear-admiral  Warren  was  invefted  with  the 
order  of  the  Bath. 

Thefe  honours  were  foon  followed  by  a  general 
promotion  of  naval  officers,  when  Sir  Chaloner 

*  Siccle  de  Louis  XV.  chap.  28. 

Ogle, 
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Ogle,  James  Steuart,  Efq;  and  the  honourable 
George  Clinton,  Efq;  were  appointed  admirals  of 
the  white;  William  Rowley,  William  Martin,  and 
Iiaac  Townfhend,  Efqrs.  admirals  of  the  blue  ; 
Henry  Medley,  Efq;  lord  Vere  Beauclerk,  and  lord 
Anfon,  vice-admirals  of  the  red;  Perry  Mayne, 
Efq;  and  Sir  Peter  Warren,  vice-admirals  of  the 
blue ;  Edward  Hawke,  William  Chambers,  and 
Charles  Knowles,  Efqrs.  rear-admirals  of  the  white; 
and  the  honourable  Edward  Bofcawen,  Efq;  rear- 
admiral  of  the  blue. 

The  Britilh  cabinet  now  difcovered  a  degree  of 
vigilance  to  which  they  had  been  ftrangers  during 
the  war.  Before  this  blow  had  been  llruck,  the 
lords  of  the  admiralty  had  appointed  another  fqua- 
dron  to  intercept  a  large  fleet  of  French  merchant- 
men, which  were  homeward  bound  from  St.  Do- 
mingo ;  the  command  of  which  expedition  was 
given  to  captain  Fox,  in  the  Kent.  He  had  with 
him, 

The  Kent,  f-venty  guns. 
Hampton-Courr,  feventy. 
Eagle,  fixty. 
Lion,  fixty. 
C heller,  fifty. 
He&or,  f  ;rr/-four. 

With  the  Pluto  and  Dolphin,  firelhips. 

The  commodore  failed  on  the  10th  day  of  April, 
and  took  his  ftation  in  the  bay  of  Biicay,  and  on 
the  ;.oth  day  of  June  at  four  in  the  morning,  they 
appeared  in  fight,  being  then  in  the  latitude  of 
47  deg.  18  min.  north;  Cape  Ortegal  in  Galicia, 
the  moft  northern  promontory  in  Spain,  bearing 
fouth-eaft.  This  fleet  confifted  of  one  hundred  and 
feventy  fail,  and  was  convoyed  by  Monfieur  du 
Bois  de  la  Motte.  He  had  with  him  the  Magna- 
nime,  feventy-four  guns,  the  Alcide,  fixty-four,  the 

Arc 
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Arc  en  Ciel,  fifty-eight,  and  the  Zephyr,  thirty- 
fix.  The  French  were  to  windward,  but  the  Bri- 
tifli  fquadron  chafed  them  the  whole  day,  and  at 
night  the  French  men  of  war  were  diftant  from  the 
Kent  about  two  leagues,  but  the  Englilh  fhips  hav- 
ing been  two  months  out  of  harbour,  were  foul 
and  fickly,  fo  that  they  could  gain  but  little  upon 
the  French  men  of  war,  alchou^h  they  had  all  their 
fails  fet,  and  the  French  were  under  their  top- fails 
and  fore-fails.  On  the  evening  of  the  aift  they 
began  to  gain  upon  the  enemy,  when  the  French 
fpread  their  main-fails,  and  top-gallant-fails,  and 
went  away  without  making  any  fignal  either  by  light 
or  gun,  and  in  the  night  got  clear  off.  The  mer- 
chant-fhips  were  now  left  defencelefs  j  the  Englifti 
lhips  therefore  purfued  them  and  took  feveral.  The 
23d  a  greaf  many  more  fell  into  their  hands.  Some  of 
the  fhips  that  e leaped  from  thefe  purfuers  fell  into 
the  hands  of  Sir  Pecer  Warreri,  who  had  failed  from 
Plymouth  on  the  6th  day  of  June,  with  a  fquadron 
to  intercept  fuch  mips  as  might  efcape  from  com- 
modore Fox.  The  whole  amount  of  the  captures 
made  in  thefe  fuccefsful  expeditions,  was  as  follow* ; 
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After  three  years  of  languid  war,  the  deftruftion 
of  the  French  navy  and  commerce  was  now  to  be 
effected  by  a  rapid  fucceflion  of  victories.  A  very 
large  fleet  of  French  merchant-ihips,  confiding  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty-two  fail,  were  afiembling  at 
the  1  fle  of  Aix,  to  proceed  from  thence  to  the 
Weft-Indies ;  they  were  efcorted  by  the  following 
flrong  fquadron  of  men  of  war. 

Ships.  Commanders.  Guns.  Men. 

L'Intrepide       Count  de  Vandreuii      74  686 

Lc  Trident       M.  Demblimont  64  650 

Le  Terrible      Count  Dugue       —     74  686 

t    t*  f  M.  de  Letendeur  ")        -  «.„ 

LeTonant     (Chcf  d>Efcadre     ]  -    80  822 

Le  Monarque  M.  de  Bedoyerre  74  686 

Le  Severn  M.  Durouret  56  550 

Le  Fougeux  M.  Duvigneau  64  650 

Le  Neptune  M.  Fromenturre  70  686 

556  5416 

The  French  commander  had  alfo  another  fliip, 
called  the  Content,  of  fixty  guns  and  five  hundred 
men,  belonging  to  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and 
many  frigates  from  thirty-fix  guns  downwards. 

No  fooner  was  intelligence  of  this  fleet  received 
by  the  Britifh  miniitry,  than  the  lords  of  the  ad- 
miralty caufed  a  fleet  to  be  got  ready  to  intercept 
them  alfo ;  the  command  of  which  was  given  to 
rear-admiral  Hawke,  whofc  force  was  as  follows,  viz. 

Ships.  Commanders.  Men.  Gun». 

~  n_-  f  Rear-admiral  Hawke,!  ,  ,c 
Devonlhire      (Captain  Moore       '  j  55<>  66 

Kent   Fox  480  64 

Edinburgh   Cotes  480  70 

Yarmouth   Saunders  500  64 

Y  y  2  Mon- 
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Shi  DR. 

Commanders. 

Men. 

Ouns. 

out  t 

Monmouth 

captain  Harmon 

480 

70 

Jrrincels  Louila 

TXT-*/*  — 

400 

r  _ 
GO 

Windfor 

T  T 

 rianway 

400 

60 

Lion 

400 

60 

Tilbury 

  Harland 

400 

6O 

i\  Otii  n^nain 

400 

OO 

Defiance 

  Bendy 

400 

60 

  Rodney 

400 

60 

Gloucefter 

 Durell 

300 

'  5° 

Portland^ 

300 

5° 

• 

5890 

85+ 

This  fleet  failed  from  Plymouth  on  the  9th  day 
of  Auguft,  and  continued  to  cruife  for  fome  time 
on  the  coaft  of  Bretagne.  The  whole  French  fleet 
fat  fail  from  the  Ifle  of  Aix  on  the  6th  day  of  O&o- 
ber,r  with  an  eaft-north-eaft  wind,  which  ceafing, 
they  were  obliged  to  anchor  in  the  road  of  Rochelle, 
from  whence  they  failed  the  next  morning,  and 
made  for  the  latitude  of  Belle-Ifle  on  the  (outhern 
coaft  of  Bretagne,  where  they  arrived  on  the  10th, 
then  ftretching  fail  from  the  land. 

On  the  14th  at  feven  in  the  morning,  the  Eng- 
lifti  fleet  being  in  latitude  forty-feven  cleg,  forty- 
nine  min.  north,  and  longitude  from  Cape  Finif- 
terre  one  deg.  two  min.  weft,  the  Edinburgh  made  a 
fignal  for  feeing  feven  fail  in  the  fouth-eaft  quarter, 
upon  which  rear-admiral  Hawke  immediately  made 
the  fignal  for  all  the  fleet  to  chafe ;  about  eight  he 
faw  a  great  number  of  (hips,  fo  crouded  that  he 
could  not  count  them  j  but  at  ten  he  made  a  fignal 
for  forming  a  line  of  battle  a-hcad.  The  French 
commodore,  when  he  firft  faw  the  Briiifh  fquadron 
in  the  horizon,  making  fwifdy  after  him,  took 

them 
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them  for  fome  of  his  own  fleet ;  but  when  he  dif- 
covered  what  they  were,  he  threw  out  a  fignal  for 
the  merchantmen  to  make  the  beft  of  their  way, 
and  at  the  fame  time  made  a  fignal  for  the  men  of 
war  to  form  the  line  of  battle ;  the  Intrepide,  Tri- 
dent* and  Terrible  compofed  the  van,  the  Tonant, 
and  Monarque  the  centre,  and  the  Severn,  Fo- 
gueux,  and  Neptune  the  rear.  It  was  of  the  laft 
importance  that  this  line  mould  form  immediately  5 
but  the  prefervation  of  the  merchant  fhips  being 
the  principal  obje£t,  it  was  necefiary  to  leave  inter- 
vals ;  fo  that  before  they  could  all  pafs  through,  a 
confiderable  time  was  elapfed,  during  which  ad- 
miral Hawke  made  his  difpofitions  j  and  difcover- 
ing  that  the  efcape  of  the  convoy  was  their  chief 
intention,  made  the  fignal  for  chafing  before  the  line 
was  formed,  and  in  half  an  hour,  observing  that 
the  headmoft  mips  were  within  a  proper  diftance,  he 
made  the  fignal  to  engage,  which  was  immediately 
obeyed.  The  Lion  and  Princefs  Louifa  began 
the  engagement  about  a  quarter  before  twelve^ 
palling  through  a  terrible  fire,  from  the  rear  to  the 
van  of  the  French,  who  had  the  weather-gage,  they 
were  followed  by  the  reft  of  the  fhips  as  they 
came  up;  the  Lion,  Louifa,  Tilbury,  Eagle,  Wind- 
for,  and  Yarmouth  behaved  with  the  greateft  intre- 
pidity, and  the  French  received  them  with  the 
utmoft  bravery.  Rear-admiral  Hawke  received 
feveral  fires  at  a  diftance  before  he  could  get  nrar 
enough  to  engage  the  Severn,  which  he  loon  fi- 
lenced,  and  left  to  be  taken  up  by  the  frigates 
a -Item.  Then  perceiving  the  Eagle  and  Edinburgh 
to  be  fomewhat  difabled  by  the  Ton  ir.t,  kept  as  near 
the  wind  as  pofiible  in  order  to  affift  them;  but  the 
attempt  was  fruftrated  by  the  Eagle's  railing  twice 
on  board  the  Devonfhire,  having  had  her  wheel 
{ho:  co  pieces,  all  the  men  at  it  killed,  and  all  her 
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braces  and  bowlings  gone,  which  forced  the  rear- 
admiral  to  leeward,  and  prevented  his  attacking 
rither  the  Monarque  or  Tonant,  within  any  diftance 
to  do  execution.  He  however  attempted  both, 
efpecially  the  latter;  but  while  he  was  engaged 
with  her,  the  breechings  of  all  "the  lower  deck 
guns  of  the  Devonfhire  broke,  and  the  guns  flew 
fore  and  aft,  which  obliged  her  to  (hoot  a-head, 
becaufe  her  upper  and  quarter-deck  guns  could  not 
reach  the  Tonant.  Captain  Harland  in  the  Til* 
bury,  obferving  that  the  Tonant  fired  fingle  guns 
at  the  Devonfhire,  with  a  view  to  difmaft  her, 
tacked  and  ftood  in  between  her  and  the  Devon- 
fliire,  and  gave  her  a  very  fmart  fire.  By  this  time 
the  new  breechings  were  all  feized  on  board  the 
Devonfhire,  and  fhe  was  got  almoft  along  fide  of 
the  Trident  of  fixty-four  guns,  which  the  rear-ad- 
miral immediately  engaged,  and  foon  filenced  by 
a  very  brifk  fire ;  but  obferving  the  Kent,  which 
appeared  to  have  received  little  or  no  damage^ 
£C  fome  diftance  a-ftern  of  the  Tonant,  he  flung 
out  the  fignal  for  captain  Fox  to  make  fail  a-head 
and  engage  her.  The  admiral  alfo  feeing  fome  of 
his  fquadron  at  that  time  not  fo  clofely  engaged  as 
he  could  wifh,  made  the  fignal  for  coming  to  a 
clofe  engagement ;  and  foon  after  the  Devonfhire 
*  got  within  mufkrt  fhot  of  the  Terrible,  who  ftruck 
her  colours  at  feven  o'clock  at  night,  as  the  Trident 
had  done  before.  Jn  the  mean  time  captain  Saun-  4^ 
ders  in  the  Yarmouth,  lay  two  hours  clofely  en- 
gaged with  the  Neptune,  which  had  one  hundred 
jnen  killed,  and  one  hundred  and  forty  wound- 
ed, and  had  loft  almoft  all  her  mafls  before  fhe 
Jtruck,  which  fhe  did  about  four  o'clock.  The 
Monarque,  Fougueux,  and  Severn,  furrendered 
W>out  the  fame  time. 

During  thp  heat  of  the  action,  the  Intrepide  tackejd 

about 
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about  towards  the  Tonant,  and  paffed  through  the 
midft  of  the  Britifh  (hips  firing  on  both  fides.  As 
foon  as  (he  came  up  with  the  Tonant,  (he  got  under 
her  ftern,  and  thole  two  (hips  maintained  a  fighc 
for  half  an  hour  with  the  Britifli  (hips  that  aflTailed 
them.  Captain  Saunders  in  the  Yarmouth,  being 
enraged  to  fee  the  French  admiral  and  the  Intre- 
pide  getting  away,  propofed  to  Captain  Saumarez, 
in  the  Nottingham,  and  Captain  Rodney  in  the 
Eagle,  who  were  within  hail,  to  purfue  them.  The 
meafure  was  fo  perfectly  confonant  with  the  inclina- 
tions of  thefe  two  gallant  officers,  that  the  three 
Britifli  (hips  bore  down  immediately  on  the  flying 
Frenchmen,  and  engaged  them  almoft  an  hour  * 
but  Captain  Saumarez  being  unfortunately  killed 
by  a  (hot  from  the  Tonant,  the  Nottingham 
hauled  her  wind,  which  gave  the  French  an  oppor- 
tunity of  efcaping  under  favour  of  the  night  when, 
they  proceeded  to  a  fmall  port  one  hundred  leagues 
weft  of  Ufhant,  where  they  repaired  their  (nattered 
Ihips,  and  foon  after  returned  to  Bred,  having  loft 
upwards  of  two  hundred  men  on  board  the  Tonant 
and  Intrepide. 

As  foon  as  the  Terrible,  Monarque,  Neptune, 
Trident,  Fogueux,  and  Severn  had  (truck,  and  it 
beginning  to  grow  very  dark,  admiral  Hawkc 
thought  proper  to  bring  to  for  that  night.  And  as 
it  was  not  poflible  to  difpatch  any  (hips  after  the 
convoy,  he  manned  and  victualled  the  Weazle 
(loop,  and  fent  her  exprefs  to  commodore  Legge, 
who  commanded  the  fquadron  (lationed  about  the 
keward  iflands,  with  an  account  of  what  had  hap- 
pended,  by  which  means  ten  of  the  merchantmen 
were  taken. 

The  French  had  above  eight  hundred  men  killed 
and  wounded,  and  three  thoufand  three  hundred 
token  prifoners.    Among  their  (lain  was  M.  Fro- 
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menticrre,  who  commanded  the  Neptune ;  and  the 
French  commodore  received  a  violent  condition  on 
the  right  (houlder,  and  another  on  one  of  his  legs. 
We  had  one  hundred  and  fifty-four  men  killed  and 
five  hundred  and  fifty-eight  wounded  5  the  only 
officer  of  deftindlion  which  we  loft  was  the  brave 
captain  Saumarez*  who  was  firft  lieutenant  to  com- 
modore Anion,  during  the  latter  part  of  his  voyage 
round  the  world  j  and  being  trained  by  that  able 
commander,  he  became,  what  all  the  other  officers 
who  ferved  in  that  expedition  have  proved,  a  very 
fkilful  and  a  very  brave  feaman.  A  plain  monu- 
ment is  ere&ed  to  his  memory  in  Weftminftef 
Abbey  *. 

Rear-admiral  Hawke  arrived  with  his  fix  prizes 
at  Portfinouth  on  the  31ft  day  of  Odtober,  and  was 

•  The  infeription  on  this  monument  is  as  follows : 
Orbe  CircumcinGo* 

Sncred  to  the  memory  of  Philip  De  Saumarez,  Efq.  One  of  the  few 
whole  lives  ought  rather  to  bemcafured  by  their  actions  than  their  day*. 
From  ftxtcen  to  thirty-feven  years  of  age  he  ferved  in  the  navy  j  and 
was  often  furrounded  with  dangers  and  difficulties  unparalleled:  al- 
ways approving  himfelf  an  able,  aclive,  and  gallant  officer.  He  went 
out  a  lieutenant  on  board  his  majefty's  ftiip  the  Centurion,  under  the 
aufptciou*  conduct  of  commodore  Anfon,  in  his  expedition  to  the  South 
Seas  ;  he  was  commanding  officer  of  the  faid  fhip  when  ihv  was  diiven 
horn  her  moorings  at  the  Ifland  of  Tinian. 

lit  the  year  1746,  being  captain  of  the  Nottingham,  a  fixty  gun  flu"}>, 
he  (then  alone)  attacked  and  took  the  Mary,  a  French  (hip  ot  fixty* 
lour  guns.  In  the  fir  It  engagement  the  following  year,  when  admiral 
Anfon  detected  and  tool;  a  Iquadi'in  of  French  men  of  war  and  India- 
men,  he  h  id  an  hoii«Miral>k  fliarc  }  and  in  the  lecond  under  Admiral 
Hawke,  when  the  enemy  ..her  an  obttinate  icliltance  was  again  rou'ed, 
in  puifuing  two  (hips  that  were  nuking  their  efcape,  he  glorioudy  but 
unfortunately  fell. 

lie  was  t!u:  Ion  of  Matthew  de  S  mmarcf  of  the  ifland  of  Guernfey, 
Eiqj  by  Ann  Durell  of  the  ifland  of  Jeilcy,  his  wife. 

He  was  born  November  17,  17 10  j  killed  Ottober  14,  1747. 
Buried  in  the  old  church  at  Plymouth, 
With  all  the  honours  due  to  his  diitinguinVd  merits; 
And  this  monument  is  erected  out  of 
Gratitude  and  affection 
By  his  brothers  and  Jiftcrs. 

]  foOQ 


Digitized  by  Google 


CrtAP.  III.]'   of  GREAT  BRITAIN.  353 

foon  after  created  a  knight  of  the  Bath,  for  his 
gallant  behaviour  *. 

Nothing  can  (hew  the  *ain-glorious  fpirit  of  the 
French  nation  in  a  ttronger  light,  than  the  roman- 
tic account  of  this  battle,  which  was  publifhed  by 
authority.  Iri  order  to  raife  their  own  prowefs  16 
the  higheft  pitch,  they  rcprefenced  the  Britifli  fleet 
as  confifting  of  twenty-three  line  of  battle  (hips, 
and  the  number  of  cannon  and  fmall  (hoc 
which  they  fpeak  of  having  expended,  is  prodigi- 
ous. The  French  officers  are  certainly  brave^  but 
their  vanity  is  (till  more  confpicuous  than  their 
courage. 

Admiral  Hawke  in  his  difpatches  exprefled  him- 
felfvery  pointedly  with  refpedt  to  the  backwardnefe 
of  captain  Fox,  in  the  Kent,  to  engage*  and  de- 
fired  that  a  court-martial  might  be  appointed  to 
enquire  into  his  condu&.    One  was  thereupon  held 
at  Portfmouth,  on  the  25th  day  of  November  fol- 
lowing!   Sir  Perer  Warren,  prefident,  affifted  by 
fear-admirals  Ofborne,  Forbes,  and  Chambers ;  and 
the  captains  Martin,  Parry,  Harrilbn,  Pretty  Kep- 
pel5  Jelfe,  Delangle,  Wett,  Dennis,  and  Pratten. 
The  charge  againft  him  read  by  the  judge-advocate, 
was,  that  he  did  not  come  properly  into  the  fight, 
nor  do  his  utmoft  to  engage,  diftrefs,  and  da- 
mage the  enemy,  nor  affift  his  majefty's  (Hips. who 
did.    The  witnefles  in  fupport  of  the  charge  were, 
captain  Watfon,  of  the  Louifa,  captain  Coats,  of 
the  Edinburgh,  captain  Saunders  of  the  Yarmouth, 
and  captain  Rodney,  of  the  Eagle;  which  laft  de- 
pofed,  that  he  was  engaged  between  two  fires,  when 
captain  Fox  could  cafily  have  come  to  hrs  affitt- 

*  Otir  blunt  Britifli  tar  in  the  advice  which  he  fent  to  the  admiralty 
tef  this  action,  fiy$,  «' A»  the  enemy's  (hips  were  large,  except  the  Sc- 
veme,  they  took  a  great  deal  of  drubbing,  and  loft  ail  their  mafts,  ex- 
cepting two,  who  hid  their  foreraafts  I  eft?* 

•   Vol.  IV.  Zz  ance, 
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ance,  but  did  not.  On  the  other  hand,  the  cap- 
tain called  a  number  of  witnefifes  who  were  unani- 
mous in  attefting,  that  he  difcovered  every  appear- 
ance of  perlbnal  courage  during  the  adion.  Sd 
contradictory  was  the  evidence  on  both  fides,  that 
whilft  one  fwore  that  the  Kent  did  not  engage  but 
at  a  great  diftance,  the  other  went  to  prove  that  fhe 
engaged  the  Fougueux  three  quarters  of  an  hour, 
within  rhufket  and  piftol-ftiot,  till  fhe  (truck 
that  the  Kent  then  (hot  a-head,  and  engaged  the 
Tonant  for  half  an  hour,  and  carried  away  her  main- 
top-maft  i  when  the  Kent  forged  a-head,  her  braces, 
preventers,  and  hoppers,  beiag  all  (hot  away.  The 
trial  continued  till  the  21ft  day  of  December,  when 
the  court  gave  their  opinion  that  part  of  the  charge 
was  proved :  that  captain  Fox  had  been  guilty  of 
backing  his  mizen-top-fail,  and  leaving  the  Tonant, 
cdntrary  to  the  nth  and  12th  articles  of  war.  They 
acquitted  him,  at  the  fame  time  of  the  charge  of 
cowardice j  but  becaule  he  paid  too  much  regard  to 
the  advice  of  his  officers,  contrary  to  his  better 
judgment,  the  fentence  was,  that  he  be  difmilTed 
from  the  prcfent  command  of  the  Kenr.  This  of- 
ficer had  been  ten  years  a  captain  in  the  navy,  du- 
ring which  time  his  conduct  was  unimpeached 
his  majefty  therefore  foon  rcftored  him  to  his  poft, 
and  in  Auguft  1749,  promoted  him  to  the  rank  of 
a  rear-admiral. 

In  the  Mediterranean  vice-admiral  Medley  com- 
manded ;  and  having  been  re-enforced  in  the 
fpring  of  the  year  by  fome  lhips  under  the  com- 
mand of  rear-admiral  Byng,  his  fleet  confided  of 
the  following  men  of  war : 

Guns.  Cunt. 

Barfleur  90     Bedford  7 

Carolina        "I        9       EfTex  >  70 

Dorfetfhire     J    m  *°     Royal  Oak  J 

Norfolk 
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Guns. 


Guns. 


Norfolk 
RuflVl 
Somerfet 
Torbay 


Dunkirk  1 
Rupert      I    —  6p 


Superbe  J 
Colcheftcr  1 


Befides  Frigates. 


Litchfield  J    —  5° 


With  this  force  he  continued  to  block  up  the 
Spanilh  fleet  in  the  harbour  of  Carthagcna  ;  he  alfo 
affifted  the  Auftrian  general  on  the  coaft  of  Villa 
Franca,  and  was  very  vigilant  in  intercepting  all 
fuccours  intended  for  the  Genoefe.  Admiral  Med- 
Jey  died  on  the  5th  day  of  Auguft,  when  the  com- 
mand devolved  on  rear-admiral  Byng,  who  purfued 
the  fame  plan  of  conduct  as  his  predeceflbr  had  done. 

The  tradc-fhips  to  North  America  being  under  the 
convoy  of  the  Warwick,  of  fixty  guns,  captain  Erf- 
kine,  and  the  Lark,  of  forty  guns,  captain  Cruik- 
jhanks ;  thefe  two  mips  fell  in  with  the  Gloriofo,  a 
Spanilh  fhip,  of  feventy-four  guns,  and  .feven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  off  the  Weftern  lflands,  on  the 
14th  day  of  July.  She  had  failed  from  the  Havan- 
nah,  with  an  immenfe  treafure  on  board,  and  mult 
have  fallen  a  prize  to  the  Englifh  mips  had  each 
commander  done  his  duty.  Captain  Erlkine  in  the 
Warwick,  attacked  her  with  great  intrepidity,  and 
fought  until  his  (hip  was  entirely  difabled ;  but  being 
unfuftained  by  his  confort,  he  was  obliged  to  haul 
off,  and  the  Gloriofo  arrived  in  fafcty  at  Ferrol. 
There  the  filver  was  landed,  and  fhe  proceeded  on 
her  voyage  to  Cadiz.  In  her  way  thither,  on  the 
7th  day  of  Oftober,  fhe  was  met  by  the  King 
George,  Prince  Frederic,  Duke,  and  Princefs  Ame- 
lia privateers;  the  two  former  of  whom  engaged 
jier  for  three  hours,  but  without  fuccefs.  The  next 
/norning  two  large  fhips  appeared,  and  proved  to 
.toe  Engliih  men  of  war.   Tlie  firft  that  came  up 
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was  the  Dartmouth,  of  fifty  guns,  captain  James 
Hamilton,  a  gallant  youth,  who,  notwithstanding 
his  inequality  of  force,  engaged  her  without  waiting 
to  deliberate  upon  it  $  but  in  the  heat  of  the  afltion, 
his  fliip,  accidentally  taking  fire,  was  blown  upi 
The  Prince  Frederick  inftantly  put  out  her  boatsj 
but  could  only  fave  a  lieutenant,  (Mr.  Obricn)  and 
eleven  fore-maft-men.  By  this  time  the  fecond  fliip 
had  come  up,  which  proved  to  be  the  Ruffel,  cap- 
tain Euckle,  from  the  Straits;  but  to  him  the  Spa- 
niard did  not  ftrike  until  a  warm  engagement  had 
enfued. 

In  the  Eaft-lndies  commodore  Griffiths  protected 
Fort  St.  David's,  and  the  other  Britifh  fettlements, 
from  the  dtfigns  which  the  French  had  formed  againft 
them,  but  his  ftrength  was  not  fufficicnt  to  enable 
him  to  undertake  any  cnterprize  of  importance 
againlt  the  enemy  j  the  miniftry  of  England  there- 
fore, who  were  now  roufed  from  their  long  lethargy, 
refolved  to  equip  a  frefli  armament  5  which,  jn  ad; 
dition  to  the  force  already  there,  (hduld  be  able  to 
retrieve  the  difgrace  which  Great  Britain  had  fuf- 
fcred  in  that  quarter  of  the  world,  and  to  difpoflefi 
the  French  of  their  valuable  fettlement  of  Pondi- 
cherry.  For  this  purpofe  feveral  independent  com- 
panies were  raifed,  and  in  the  fequal  embarked  on 
board  a  ftrong  fquadron,  the  command  of  which 
was  given  to  the  honourable  rear-admiral  Bofcawen. 
an  officer  of  tried  bravery,  and  very  fuperior  know* 
Jedge  in  naval  aiiairs. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  year  1747,  the  Britifh  cruifers 
were  fo  alert  and  fuccefsful,  that  they  took  fix 
hundred  and  forty-four  prizes  from  the  French  and 
Spaniards,  whereas  the  lofs  of  Great  Britain  in  the 
fame  time,  did  not  exceed  five  hundred  and  fifty." 

Some  of  the  moft  confiderabte  engagements  be- 
tween fihgle  (hips  during  this  year  are  the  follow- 
ing ;  In  the  month  of  Auguft,  the  Viper  (loop  fell 


Digitized  by 


Chap. III.]    op  GREAT  BRITAIN.  357 

in  with  the  Heflor,  a  Southnfca  fliip  of  fix  hundred 
tons,  twenty-eight  guns?  and  fifty-fix  men,  in 
lat.  46.  30.^—34  leagues,  N.  E,  of  Ulhant,  and 
^fter  engaging  her  an  hour  and  a  half,  (he  (truck* 
She  had  about  feven  thoufand  pounds  in  fpecie  oi* 
board,  but  had  put  on  (hore  at  the  Canaries  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds. — In  the  fame  month,  the 
hon.  captain  Barrington  in  the  Bellona,  fell  in  with, 
a  French  outward-bound  Eaft-Indiaman,  named  the 
Puke  de  Ghartres,  of  feven  hundred  tons,  thirty 
guns,  and  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  men,  withiqi 
three  leagues  of  Ulhant,  when  after  an  engagement 
bf  two  hours  Ihe  {truck.  She  was  laden  with  beef, 
flour,  brandy,  wine,  and  oil,  and  had  on  board 
three  mortars,  and  a  great  number  of  Ihells.— The 
Tyger,  and  Tygrcfs  privateers,  of  Briftol,  the  for* 
mer  of  which  was  commanded  by  captain  Siex,  fell 


guns,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  men,  and  two 
French  privateers  of  twenty-fix,  and  twenty  guns, 
which  they  obliged  to  ftrike,  and  brought  them  fafc 
into  port.  For  which  fervice  the  merchants  pre* 
fented  captain  Siex  with  a  valuable  piece  of  plate* 
The  Royal  Family  privateers  of  Briftol,  took  % 
valuable  Spanifh  prize,  called  the  Nympha,  whichf 
however,  was  forced  a-fhore  off  Beachy-head  in  * 
violent  ftorm  j  but  the  gold  on  board  her,  wit^ 
Other  valuable  efie&s,  were  faved. 

Although  the  parliament  had  now  continued  to 
fit  ho  more  than  fix  years,  yet  his  majeity  thought 
fit  to  exercife  the  power  with  which  the  conftitutiori 
had  inverted  him,  and  to  diffolve  that  houfe  of 
commons,  and  call  a  new  one.  Accordingly  on  the 
8th  day  of  June,  a  proclamation  was  iffued  fpr  dif- 
folving  the  parliament  and  chofing  another, houfe  of 
commons.   On  the  aothday  of  July,  the  earl  of 
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plenipotentiary  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  tofettle 
the  terms  of  a  general  peace ;  for  which  purpofe  the 
belligerent  powers  nominated  minifters,  tQ  affemble 
Aix-la-Chapelle. 

On  the  ioth  day  of  November,  both  houfes  of 
Parliament  afifembled  at  Weftminfter.  The  com- 
mons unanimoufly  elected  Mr.  Onflow  their  fpeaker. 
On  the  1 2th  his  inajefty  delivered  his  fpeech  from 
the  throne,  in  which  he  congratulated  his  parlia- 
ment op  the  fignal  iuccefles  of  :he  Brkifh  navy,  and 
the  happy  alteration  in  the  government  of  the 
United  Provinces.  He  informed  them  that  a  con- 
grefs  would  foon  be  opened  at  Aix-la-Chapelle,  to 
concert  the  means  for  effecting  a  general  peace, 
and  reminded  them  that  nothing  would  more  con- 
duce  to  the  fuccefs  of  this  negotiation  than  the 
vigour  and  unanimity  pf  their  proceedings.  The 
addrefll*s  from  both  houfes  ecchoed  back  the  fcntU 
jnents  of  the  fpeech,  and  the  moft  cordial  agree- 
ment prevailed  between  the  king  and  his  parlia- 
ment. This  new  houfe  of  commons  were  not  left 
liberal  in  their  grants  than  their  predeceflbrs  :  forty 
thoufand  Xeamen  were  voted,  and  fixty  thoufand 
jfive  hundred  land  forces,  including  eleven  thoufand 
five  hundred  marines.  They  continued  the  fubfi- 
dies  to  the  queen  of  Hungary,  the  czarina,  the 
Icing  of  Sardinia,  the  electors  of  Mentz  and  Ba- 
varia/ the  Hcilians,  and  the  duke  of  Wolfenbuttle^ 
amounting  to  about  a  million  and  a  half ;  they 
granted  the  fum  of  two  hundred  thirty-five  thou* 
Jand,  (even  hundred  and  forty-nine  pounds,  two 
ihiilings  and  ten-pence  *,  to  the  provinces  of  New? 

*  The  proportion  was  as  follows,  vi*.  /.  /.  d. 

Mairachufct's  Bay     ■               __  113,649  a  7 

New  Hampto  n:    16,355  13  4 

Conru^ricut   —         ■  ■   aS,86)  19  1 

F-he  le  Ifland         m        —  ■       6,5V-  12  10 

J  kt&CJ  G;t.i"jn  —  547    1 5  10 


»3  5»749     *  «• 

England; 


Digitized  by  Google 


Chap.III.]  of  GREAT  BRITAIN.  353 

England,  to  reimburfe  them  the  expences  of  re- 
ducing Cape  Breton    and  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty-two  thoufand  pounds  were  given  to  the  Scottifli- 
claimants,  in  lieu  of  their  jurifdi&ion.    The  whole 
of  the  fupplies  for  the  year  1748,  amounted  to  very 
near  nine  millions,  of  which  the  greater  part  was 
raifed  on  a  loan  by  fubfeription,  chargable  on  a  new 
fubfidy  of  poundage,  exacted  from  all  merchandize 
imported  into  Great  Britain.    In  this  feflion  the 
practice  of  infuring  French  and  Spanifh  fhips  at 
London,  being  deemed  the  fole  circumftance  that 
prevented  a  ftagnation  of  commerce  in  thofe  coun- 
tries i  it  was  therefore  prohibited  by  law,  under 
fevere  penalties:  and  this  Hep  of  the  Britifh  parlia- 
ment was  probably  a  means  of  accelerating  the 
treaty  of  peace.    Several  other  prudent  meafures 
were  taken  in  the  courfe  of  this  fefiion  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  public  j  and  among  thefe  we  may  reckon 
an  aft  for  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  indico  in 
the  Britifh  plantations  of  North  America  $  an  arti- 
cle,  for  which  Great  Britain  ufed  to  pay  two  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  yearly  to  the   fubjects  of 
France.    The  feflion  was  clofed  on  the  13th  day  of 
May,  when  the  king  informed  both  houfes  that  the 
preliminaries  of  a  general  peace  were  actually  figned 
at  Aix-la-Chapelle  by  the  miniiters  of  Great  Britain, 
France,  and  the  United  Provinces  >  and  that  the 
bafts  of  this  accommodation  was,  a  general  reftitu- 
tion  of  the  conquefts  which  had  been  made  during 
the  war.     Immediately  after  the  prorogation  of 
parliament,  his  majefty  fet  out  for  his  German  do- 
minions, after  having  appointed  a  regency  to  rui$ 
the  realm  in  his  abfence  *.    But  firit  he  made  fe- 
vecal  naval  promotions  in  confequence  of  which  thp 
lift  of  admirals  ftood  as  follows : 

•  Smollct's  Hiftory  of  England,  Vol.  XI.  p. 

Admiral 
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Admiral  of  the  Fleet. 
Sir  John  Ndrris. 

Admirals  of  White. 
Sir  Chaloner  Ogle, 
James  Steuarr,  Efq; 
Hon.  Geo.  Clinton, 
Wm  Rowley,  Efq; 

Admirals  of  Blue. 
Wm  Martin*  Efq. 
Ifaac  Townfhend,  Efqj 
Lord  Vcre  Beauclerk, 
George  Lord  Anfon. 

Vicc-Adm.  of  Red. 
Perry  Mayne,  Efqj  . 
Sir  Peter  Warren, 
Hon.  John  Byng. 


tSf  ORY      [B<*>*  Vfc 

Vice-Adfh.  of  White/ 
Henry  Ofborne,*  E(q; 
Hon.  Fitz.  Hen.  Lee, 
Thomas  Smith,  Efq. 
Vice^Adm.  of  the  Blue.- 
Thomas  Griffin,  Efq; 
Sir  Edward  Hawke. 

Rcar-Adm.  of  Red.- 
Wm  Chambers,  Elq; 
Cha.  Knowles,  Efq; 
Rear-Adm.  of  White* 
Hon.  John  Forbes* 
Hon.  Edw.  Bofcawen. 
Rear-Adm.  of  the  Blue. 
Robert  Mitchel,  Eftj; 
Charles  Watfon,  Efq; 


As  the  duke  of  Bedford  fucceeded  the  earl  of 
Chcfterfield  as  fecretary  of  ftatr,  the  earl  of  Sand^ 
wich  was  appointed  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and 
John  Stanhope,  Efq;  filled  up  the  vacancy  at  that 
board. 

w 

Notwithftanding  the  miniftry  were  thoroughly 
difpofed  to  accede  to  terms  of  peace,  yet  the  voice 
of  the  nation  called  for  a  continuance  of  the  war. 
The  naval  ftrength  of  France  was  now  fo  greatly 
reduced,  that  nothing  bat  vigilance  and  fpirit  on 
the  part  of  Great  Britain  was  wanting  to  annihilate 
the  commerce  of  that  entei prizing  rival,  and  tof 
fabdue  their  fettlements  m  every  quarter  of  the 
world.  The  naval  ttrength  of  Great  Britain  had 
increafed  during  the  conflict,  and  the  wealth  of 
Spain  was  likely  to  be  made  our  own :  tbt 
houfe  of  Bourbon  had  no  force  capable  of  re- 
pelling our  attacks.  The  miniftry  on  the  other 
hand  had  different  objects  in  view.  Fiance  had 
been  .as  fuccefsful  in  Flanders  as  England  had  been 
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at  fca;  and  in  order  to  check  her  progrefs  there,  an 
army  of  thirty-feven  thoufand  Ruffians  was  taken 
into  pay,  which  would  render  the  allies  fiiperior  in 
force  to  their  adverfary.  But  they  dreaded  the 
great  abilities  of  marfhal  Saxe,  and  wilhed  ardently 
to  terminate  the  war  on  the  continent;  where  there 
was  every  thing  to  lofe  and  nothitig  to  gain.  Such 
was  the  fituation,  and  fuch  were  the  views  of  the 
contending  powers  at  the  be  ginning  of  the  year  1748. 

In  the  Weft- Indies  rear-admiral  Knowles  com- 
manded in  the  Jamaica  ftation ;  his  fquadron  con- 
fided of  the  following  fhips  i 

Ships.  Commander*. 

„        .,      (Rear-admiral  Knowles,!  , 
Cornwall,     |Captain  Chadwick      j  600 

Plymouth       —  —  Dent 

Elizabeth  Taylor 

Canterbury     —  Brodie 

Strafford   Rentone 

Warwick  Innes 

Worcefter   ; —  Andrews 

Oxford  .  Toll 

Weazel  and  Merlin  (loops. 

With  this  force  he  failed  from  Port  Royal  harbour 
on  the  13th  day  of  February;  having  on  board  a 
detachment  of  two  hundred  and  forty  men,  from 
the  regiment  commanded  by  governor  Trelawney, 
who  accompanied  the  admiral  in  the  expedition; 
with  a  defign  to  attack  the  Spaniards  at  St.  Jago  dc 
Cuba;  but  the  winds  continuing  to  blow  from  the 
north,  the  fhips  could  not  by  any  means  approach 
that  ifland  j  it  was  therefore  agreed  to  malte  an 
attempt  upon  the  French  at  Port  Louis;  on  the 
fbuth  fide  of  Hifpaniola;  or  as  it  is  more  generally 
tailed  St:  Domingo,  where  the  admiral  arrived  on 
the  8th  day  of  March ;  and  in  the  afternoon  pf  the 
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fame  day,  hii  fhips  drew  up  within  piftol-fhot  of 
the  walls.  This  place  was  defended  by  a  ftrong 
fort,  mounting  feventy-eight  guns,  and  had  fix 
hundred  men,  commanded  by  M.  de  Chaleaunoyc 
The  garriibn  played  furioufly  upon  the  (hips  all  the 
time  they  were  advancing,  which  was  not  returned 
until  they  had  got  into  their  ftations,  and  were 
moored  in  a  clofe  line  a-head,  when  they  returned 
the  falute,  and  repaid  their  favours  with  interefh 
Captain  Rentone  in  the  Strafford,  was  killed  by  a 
lhot  which  took  off  his  thigh,  before  the  fhip  came 
to  an  anchor.  The  engagement  now  became  warm 
on  both  fides,  in  the  midft  of  which  the  befieged 
fent  out  a  fire-fhip  with  a  defign  to-  drop  on  board 
the  Cornwall  or  the  Elizabeth,  but  their  intentions 
being  obferved,  boats  were  manned,  which  towed 
her  off,  notwithflanding  the  French  mufketry  played 
upon  them  very  fharply.  They  likewife  took  two 
vefiels,  which  were  prepared  for  firefhips.  For 
three  hours  this  furious  cannonading  between  the 
fhips  and  the  fortrefs  continued,  when  at  length  the 
French  were  unable  any  longer  to  ftand  to  their 
guns,  which  were  no  fooner  filenced  than  the  ad- 
miral fummoned  the  governor  to  furrender.  Terms 
of  capitulation  were  fettled  that  evening,,  by  which 
the  fort  was  furrendered  to  his  Britannic  majefty,. 
and  the  whole  garrifon  engaged  not  to  ferve  againft 
Great  Britain  or  her  allies  for  the  term  of  one 
year  both  foldiers  and  officers  were  permitted  to 
march  out  with  their  arms,  colours  flying,  and 
drums  beating ;  but  without  cannon,  mortars,  or 
any  ammunition  whatever.  All  the  officers  were 
allowed  to  carry  fuch  baggage  as  they  pledged  their 
honour  for  being  their  own,  but  fubjeft  to  infpe&ion 
if  that  fhould  be  thought  neceflary.  All  negroes- 
and  mulattoes  that  ferved  the  officers  were  fecured 
to  them,  but  all  others  that  were  in  the  fort  were  to. 

be 
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be  delivered  up  as  the  property  of  the  captors,  to- 
gether  with  the  fort,  and  all  the  cannon,  munitions 
and  appurtenances.  Thefe  ftipulations  being  mu- 
tually agreed  to,  the  Britifti  troops  marched  into  the 
town  that  evening.  The  garrifon  had  one  hundred 
and  fixty  men  killed  and  wounded  5  the  lofs  on 
board  the  (hips  was  only  feventy  killed  and  wounded. 
Amongft  the  dead  was  the  brave  captain  Rentone, 
as  already  mentioned,  and  captain  Cuft  *  the  4atter 
Went  out  a  volunteer  in  the  expedition. 

The  rear-admiral  found  three  fhips,  a  mow,  and 
three  privateer  Hoops  in  the  harbour,  all  of  which 
he  took  poffefilon  of,  but  as  the  fort  was  deemed  of 
little  ufe  to  the  prefent  poffeHbrs,  the  admiral  gave 
orders  it  mould  be  blown  up* 

The  town  of  St.  Louts  was  burlt  in  the  beginning 
of  the  prefent  century,  and  lies  at  the  bottom  of  a 
bay  which  forms  an  indifferent  harbour  ;  for  the 
anchorage  is  very  uniafe  during  the  equinoxial  gales. 
.  The  French  poffeflions  on  the  ifland  of  St.  Do- 
mingo, extend  one  hundred  and  eighty  leagues 
along  the  fea-coaft,  looking  towards  the  north,  the 
weft  and  the  fouth.  The  fouthern  part  extends  from 
Cape  Tiburon  to  the  point  of  Cape  Beata,  which 
takes  in  about  fifty  leagues  of  the  coaft,  which  « 
more  or  lefs  confined  by  a  ridge  of  mountains, 
which  run  lengthways  from  eaft  to  weft  along  the 
whole  ifland. 

Admiral  Knowles  after  having  fettled  the  -con- 
ditions  for  the  fecurity  of  the  town,  proceeded  to 
put  in  execution  his  firft  defign  againft  St.  Jago  de 
Cuba ;  and  it  mould  feem  that  new  fentiments  had 
been  adopted  concerning  the  manner  of  attacking 
that  fettlement  fince  admiral  Vernon  commanded  in 
*he  Weft-Indies  :  then  it  was  thought  impregna- 
ble from  the  fea  *,  but  now  it  was  refolvcd  to  attack 

*  Stt  page  J£i« 
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It  with  the  fleet.  On  the  5th  day  of  April,  ad- 
miral Knowles  arrived  with  his  fleet  off  the  harbour. 
Captain  Dent  of  the  Plymouth,  being  the  fenior 
captain,  laid  claim  to  the  poft  of  honour,  and  there- 
fpre  infifted  on  going  in  firftj  he  was  feconded  by 
t^e  Cornwall.  As  foon  as  he  began  to  advance,  he 
cjifcovered  a  boom  laid  a-crof6  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour,  on  the  other  fide  of  which  two  large  fhips 
and  two  fmall  ones  were  drawn  up;  thefe  were  filled 
with  combuftibles,  and  ready  to  be  fired  and  fent 
in  among  the  Britifh  fleet,  if  they  (hould  happen  to 
break  the  boom  and  enter  the  harbour.  In  thia 
fttuation  our  (hips  fired  fome  broadfides  at  the  caftle, 
and  received  fome  (hot  from  thence,  which  killed 
one  or  two  men  on  board  the  Cornwall.  Captain 
Dent  feeing  the  defperate  nature  of  the  fcrvice  in 
which  he  was  engaged,  called  his  officers  together 
to  taketheir  opinionsconcerning  themeafures  proper 
to  be  taken.  It  appeared  to  them  that  the  (hips 
would  be  expofed  to  the  mod  imminent  danger  if 
they  attempted  to  break  the  chain  :  in  confequcne^ 
of  which  they  relinquifhed  the  attempt,  and  the 
rear-admiral  returned  to  Jamaica,  with  the  fleet. 

The  admiral  was  highly  difpleafed  at  the  conduct 
erf  captain  Dent,  (although  nothing  but  the  moll 
unwarrantable  rafhnels  could  have  urged  him  on 
to  facrifice  the  lives  of  his  men,  and  to  rifle  the  lofs 
of  his  (hip  by  pufliing  forward,)  he  therefore  ex- 
hibited a  charge  again  ft  him  to  the  board  of  admi- 
miralty  when  he  returned  to  England  ;  in  confe- 
rence of  which,  captain  Dent  was  tried  by  a  court- 
martial  for  mifcondudt,  of  which  charge  he  was 
honourably  acquitted. 

The  vigilance  of  admiral  Knowles,  whilft  or  th$ 
Jamaica  ftation,  fecured  the  trade  of  that  ifland  from 
all  annoyance;  at  the  fame  time  commodore  Po- 
cock,  who  had  fucceeded  commodore  L?gge  on  the 
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leeward  ftation,  not  only  protected  the  trade  to  the 
Caribbee  Iflands,  but  blocked  up  the  French  in 
Martinico,  and  reduced  them  to  great  extremity. 
Whilft  admiral  Knowles  was  thus  difcharging  his 
duty  as  an  active  officer,  his  grand  object  was  to 
intercept  the  Spanifh  plate  fleet  from  la  Vera  Cruz, 
in  its  way  to  the  Havannah,  for  which  purpofe  he 
cruifed  with  fix  (hips  of  war  off  the  Tortudas's  bank. 
In  the  mean  time,  the  Lenox,  captain  Holmes, 
failed  from  Jamaica  on  the  25th  day  of  Auguft,  with 
a  convoy  of  merchantmen  for  England.  The  rapi- 
dity of  the  current  prevented  their  palling  through 

E he- windward  paflage,  fo  that  they  were  obliged  to 
war  away  for  the  gulph  of  Florida.  Whilft  they 
were  purfuing  this  courfe,  on  the  29th  day  of  Sep- 
tember in  the  morning,  they  defcried  feven  fail  of 
large  (hips  bearing  down  upon  them,  which  proved 
to  be  the  Spanilh  fleet,  commanded  by  admiral 
Riggio.  Captain  Holmes  made  a  fignal  for  his 
convoy  to  favc  thernfelves  in  the  beft  manner  they 
(could,  whilft  he  ftood  towards  the  enemy;  but 
when  it  gr?w  dark,  he  fpread  all  his  fail  to  reach 
admiral  Knowles,  being  acquainted  with  the  ftation 
he  had  chofen.  The  next  morning  he  joined  hin% 
and  gave  advice  of  what  had  happened,  - whereupon 
the  rear-admiral  made  fail  to  meet, the  Spaniards, 
and  came  up  with  them  on  the  ift  day  of  October 
in  the  morning,  between  the  Tortugas  and  the 
Havannah.  At  fight  of  each  other  both  fquadrons 
prepared  for  an  engagement ;  they  confifted  of  the 
following  lhips : 

The  British  Sqjmdroh. 

Tilbury,  Captain  Powlett,  400  60 

Strafford,  ■     ■   Brodic,  400  60 

Cornwall 
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Ships.  Commanders.  Men.  Guns, 

X-cnox,  70  guns,  1 

but  only  56  I  Holmes,  400  56 

aboard,  J 

Warwick,  Innes,  400  60 

Canterbury,         —Clarke,  400  6q 

Jpxford,  w-rr. —  Toll,  300  50 

Total  2900  42$ 


Spanish  Squa.dkow, 

Invincible,  Rear-admiral  Spinola,  700  74 

Conqueftadore,  Don  de  St.  Jufto,  610  64 

Africa,  Vice-admiral  Reggio,  710  74 

Dragon,  De  la  Pas^  610  64 

$Iew  Spain,  Barrella,  .610  64 

Jtoyal  Family,  Forreftal,  610  64 

Galga,  Garrecocha,  300  26 

• 

Total  4150  449 

•     »  •  •  • 

The  Spanifti  admiral  immediately  formed  his  line; 
of  battle,  the  Invincible  leading  the  van,  followed 
Jby  the  Conqueftadore ;  the  Africa  and  Dragon  in  the 
centre  $  the  New  Spain  and  Royal  Family  in  the 
<rears  and  the  Galga  frigate  without  the  line. 
Jkar-admiral  Khpwlc;  had  formed  his  difpofition, 
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by  placing  the  Tilbury  in  the  van,  followed  by  the 
Stratford*  the  Cornwall  and  Lenox  in  the  centre 
the  Warwick  and  Canterbury  in  the  rearj  and  the 
Oxford  out  of  the  line.    Admiral  Reggio  waited 
for  admiral  Knowles>  who  had  the  advantage  of  the 
wind,  but  did  not  make  ufe  of  it  till  about  two 
o'clock,  when  the  Spaniards  began  to  fire,  though 
at  too  great  a  diftance  to  do  execution ;  but  fbon 
after  the  Englifti  admiral  made  the  fignal  for  the 
Tilbury  to  bear  down  upon,  the  enemy;,  the  Straf- 
ford followed  her ;  the  Cornwall  edged  down  clofc 
upon  she  Spanifli  vice-admiral •,  the  Lenox  bore 
down  on  the  Dragon,  and  about  half  an  hour  after 
two  the  action  began,  with  a  brifk  fire  on  both 
fides,  though  the  Spaniards  had  greatly  the  advan- 
tage, the  Warwick  and  Canterbury  being  fo  far 
a-fttrn  that  they  could  not  fire  a  lhot  for  above  two 
hours.    Rear-admiral  Knowles  being  got  within 
piftol-fhot  of  admiral  Reggio,  difcharged  all  his 
artillery  and  muiquetry  at  the  Africa,  together  with 
eight  cohorns    but  was  fo  warmly  received  by  the 
Spaniard,  that  after  lying  half  an  hour  along  fide 
of  the  Africa,  he  was  obliged  to  fall  a- Item  of  his 
own  fquadron,  having  loft  his  main-top-maft,  and 
the  yard  (hot  in  two,  which  rendered  him  unable  to 
come  again  into  the  line.    So  favourable  a  begin- 
ning flattered  the  Spaniards  with  a  compleat  victory  * 
but  the  Conqucftadore  having  her  main-top-fail-ties 
lhot  away,  was  obliged  to  fall  a-ftern  of  the  Spanifh 
fquadron,  where  admiral  Knowles,  who  had  now 
refitted  his  (hip, bore  down  and  attacked  her..  The 
action  was  long  and  bloody,  in  which  don  de  St, 
Jufto,  the  Spanilh  captain,  was  killed  j  but  the  fe- 
cond  captain,  who  made  a  noble  defence,  did  not 
furrender  the  fhip,  till  the  granada  (hells  had  fee 
her  on  fire  three  feveral  times,  when  (he  ftruck. 
At  the  time  that  the  Cornwall  retired  out  of 
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the  line,  the  Lenox  fhot  up  into  her  places 
abreaft  of  the  Spanifh  admiral,  where  captairf 
Holmes  was  hotly  engaged;  having  no  lefs  thart 
three  of  the  Spanifh  (hips  firing  upon  him  above 
an  hour ;  when  the  Warwick  and  Canterbury  came 
up  very  feafonably  to  his  afliftance*  The  action  was 
now  clofcf  and  warmer  than  ever,  and  continued  fd 
till  eight  in  the  evening,  when  the  Spaniards  edged 
away  towards  the  Havannah,  which  was  but  a  fmall 
diftance  from  them :  the  Britifli  fhips  kept  clofe  to 
them,  and  did  great  execution ;  but  the  Spaniards 
at  laft  got  fafe  into  port,  except  the  Conqueftadore/ 
which  was  taken,  and  the  Africa,  which  having  loft 
her  mafts,  was  forced  afhore  by  the  Lenox,  where 
flic  was  afterwards  burnt. 

The  Spaniards  had  eighty-fix  men  killed,  and 
one  hundred  and  ninety-feven  wounded  in  the  bat- 
tle j  among  the  former  were  don  Thomas  de  St; 
Jufto,  captain  of  the  Conqueftadore,  don  Vincent 
Quintana,  fecond  captain  of  the  Africa,  with  don 
Pedro  Garrecocha,  the  captain  of  the  Galga,  and 
among  the  latter  was  admiral  Reggio,  with  fourteen1 
other  officers.  The  Englifh  had  fifty-nine  men* 
killed,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  wounded,  but 
no  officer  among  them. 

The  Britilh  admiral,  after  the  deftrucYion  of  the 
Africa,  appeared  off*  the  Havannah,  with  the  Con- 
queftadore, which  now  made  one  (hip  in  his  fleet/ 
braving  his  enemy  in  their  harbour.  Whilft  he 
continued  here,  an  advice-boat  from  Old  Spain  fell 
into  his  hands.  The  information  which  they  re- 
ceived from  this  fhip  fpread  a  general  deje&ioiv 
through  the  fleet,  as  it  brought  the  unwelcome  new* 
that  the  preliminary  articles  for  a  general  peace  were 
figncd,  and  that  all  hoftilities  were  to  ceafe.  The' 
profpe&  of  poflfefling  the  Spanifh  galleons,  now  that 
admiral  Reggio  and  his  fleet  were  defeated,  was  {& 
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very  promifing,  that  every  individual  had  in  his  owa 
mind  reduced  it  to  a  certainty,  and  it  was  fuppofed 
to  have  on  board  forty  millions  of  dollars.  Their 
chagrin  was  farther  heightened,  by  the  intervention 
of  night  having  prevented  them  from  doing  farther 
execution  on  the  Spanifh  men  of  war,  during  the 
engagement,  which  moft  probably  would  have  been 
entirely  taken  or  deftroyed,  by  two  hours  farther 
continuance  of  day  light. 

From  theft  caufes  arofe  thofe  ill  humours  and 
bickerings  that  afterwards  broke  out  among  the 
captains,  and  between  them  and  their  admiral.  In- 
deed, when  the  conduct  of  the  rear-admiral  after- 
wards came  to  be  enquired  into  by  a  court-martial, 
his  judges  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  while  ad- 
miral Knowles  was  {landing  for  the  enemy,  he  might 
by  a  different  difpofition  of  his  fquadron,  hav$ 
began  the  attack  with  fix  ihips,  as  early  in  the  day 
as  four  of  them  were  engaged.  He  was  likewife 
cenfured  for  continuing  his  flag  on  board  the  Corn- 
wall after  fhe  wa$  difabled,  when  he  fhould  have 
immediately  fhifted  it  to  fome  other  fhip,  in  order 
to  have  conducted  and  directed  during  the  action, 
the  operations  of  the  fquadron  entrufted  to  his  care 
and  conduct;  but  ihe  fill  left  proof  was  given  of  hi$ 
perfonal  courage*.    This  action  clofmg  the  naval 

*  This  court-martial  was  held  on  board  his  majefty's  yacht  the  Char- 
lotte  at  Dcptford  \  and  continued  fiom  the  nth  to  the  aoth  days  of 
December,  1 747-  Admit  at  Rowley  prefidcd,  and  the  court  war  corn- 
poled  of  the  following  officers  of  the  navy.  Sir  Edward  Hawke,  rear* 
admiral  Forbes,  captains  Thomas  Sturton,  Wiiltam  P-irry,  Menick  de 
L' Angle,  Richard  Haddock,  Matthew  Buckle.  The  court  unanimoufly 
agreed  that  rear-admiral  Knowles  fell  under  part  of  the  fuiirteentn 
article  of  war,  and  was  guilty  of  negligence  ;  ana  alfo  under  th<r  twenty-* 
third  article.  The  court  therefore  unanimoufly  adjudged  him  to  be 
reprimanded^  for  not  bringing  up  fhe  fquadron  in  cloi'cr  oiderthun  hedid9 
and  not  beginning  the  attack  with  as  great  force  as  he  might  have  done  j 
and  alfo  for  not  ihifting  his  flagon  the  Cornwall  being  diiabled.— The 
contention  which  had  antcn  between  the  captains  who  commanded  in 
this  fquadron,  arofe  to  fuch  an  height,  that  a  duel  was  fought  in  Hyde 
park,  between  two  of  them.  In  this  rencounter  one  lolt  his  life, 'in* 
other  was  iiidi&ed  for  murder,  tried  at  the  Old  Bailey,  convicted,  and 
received  fentence  of  death  ;  but  his  m  jetty  granted  him  his  free  p  <idon, 
and  afterwards  promoted  him  to  the  command  of  a  ninety  gun  (hip. 
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trahfactions  of  the  war,  we  mall  now  conduct  our 
readers  to  the  other  fection  of  the  globe. 

When  commodore  Griffin  arrived  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies  he  fuperfeded  his  inactive  predeceflbr,  and 
found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  formidable  fquadron, 
confiding  of  the  York,  Princefs  Mary,  Exeter,  and 
Medway  of  fixty  guns,  the  Harwich,  Prefton  and 
Winchefter  of  fifty;  the  Eltham,  Pearl,  and' Med- 
way's  prize  of  forty,  and  the  lively  of  twenty  guns. 
With  this  force  he  blocked  up  Pondicherry  during 
the  whole  of  the  month  of  Augult  1746,  and  by 
his  difpofitions  prevented  their  receiving  any  fup- 
plies  for  a  confiderable  time  afterwards.  He  alfo 
burnt  the  Neptune  man  of  war  in  Madrafs  road  j  to 
compenfate  for  which  the  French  took  the  Princefs 
Amelia,  one  of  the  (hips  belonging  to  the  Englifh 
Eaft-India  company,  who  not  knowing  of  the  capture 
Of  Madrafs,  put  in  there,  the  French  having  con- 
ftantly  kept  the  Englilh  colours  flying,  in  order  to 
draw  in  (hips  of  that  nation.  This  ftratagem  had 
well  nigh  deceived  many  more,  who  with  great  diffi- 
culty effected  their  efcape. 

The  whole  of  the  year  1747,  was  parted  without 
any  material  occurrences  in  the  Eaft.  The  Englifh 
commodore  made  no  attempt  either  to  reduce 
Pondicherry,  or  to  recover  Madrafs.  The  French  had 
been  very  afliduous  in  repairing  the  fortifications  of 
the  former  of  thefe  places,  where  they  then  mounted 
one  hundred  and  eighty  cannon  j  they  had  alfo 
erected  fix  additional  forts  to  flank  the  exterior 
works  :  the  magazines  and  arfenals  were  well  pro- 
vided ;  and  the  garrifon,  with  the  military  Indians, 
formed  a  body  of  four  thoufand  five  hundred  men. 
Madrafs  was  alfo  greatly  (lengthened,  fo  as  to  be 
capable  of  withftanding  any  force  which  the  Englifh 
had  in  thofe  parts  to  bring  againft  it  j  fo  that  every 
thing  remained  quiet  cxpedting  the  arrival  of  ad- 
miral 
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iniral  Bofcawen,  when  the  tempeft  of  war  was  again 
to  burft  forth.  At  length,  on  the  29th  day  of  July, 
1748,  this  brave  officer  arrived  at  Fort  St.  David. 

Admiral  Bofcawen  in  his  pafifage,  had  made  an  . 
attempt  to  reduce  the  iflandof  Mauritius  or  Ifle  de  . 
France.  This  fcttlement  lies  in  the  Indian  ocean,  be- 
tween the  19th  and  20th  degrees  of  latitude,  and  about  . 
one  hundred  leagues  to  the  eaft  of  Madagafcar.  It 
was  firft  difcovered  by  the  Portuguefe ;  after  them  ; 
the  Dutch  took  pofTeffion  of  it,  but  abandoned  it  , 
after  they  became  pofleffed  of  the  Cape  of  Good  ; 
Hope ,  they  gave  it  the  name  of  Mauritius,  in 
honour  of  prince  Maurice  their  Stadtholder.  .  It  : 
then  remained  uninhabited  until  the  French  landed 
there  in  1720.    As  the  commerce  from  the  port  of 
1'Orient  to  the  Eaft-Indies  became  confiderable,,  it  > 
was  found  neceflary  to  eftablifli  a  refrefliing  place  . 
for  the  fliips  during  their  long  pafifage;  this  occafion-  , 
ed  a  colony  to  be  fent  to  the  Mauritius  j  and  that 
Bourdonnois,  whom  we  have  feen  reduce  Madrafs, 
was  the  man  choicn  in  1735,  to  eftablim  the  fettle- 
men  t. 

On  the  23d  day  of  July,  admiral  Bofcawen  ap-  t 
peared  before  this  ifhnd,  his  inftrucYtons  from  the  . 
board  of  admiralty  being  to  attempt  the  reduction 
of  it  in  his  way  to  the  Coromandel  coaft.   He  found  , 
the  French  every  where  prepared  to  receive  him  at 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  which  is  fituated  on  the 
eaftern  fide  of  the  ifland,  the  fituation  of  which  is 
naturally  well  iuiccd  to  repel  an  enemy.    The  ad- 
miral finding  that  every  avenue  which  was  favour-, 
able  for  landing,  was  guarded  by  a  battery,  ordered 
out  the  matters  of  the  fix  line  of  battle  fhips,  which 
he  commanded,  to  reconnoitre  the  weftern  fide  of 
the  ifland.  They  reported  that  a  reef  of  rocks  run  all 
along  about  twenty  yards  from  the  fhore,  which, 
rendered  it  impofifible  for  boats  to  approach  ir. 
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Thefe  were  fatal  obftacles  to  a  defcent,  efpccially  as 
the  wind  conftantly  blew  out  of  the  harbour,  acrofs 
the  mouth  of  which  a  large  fhip  of  two  tier  of  guns 
lay  with  her  broadfide  pointed.    A  council  of  war, 
compofed  of  principal  fea  and  land  officers,  was  then 
called,  in  which  it  was  refolved,  to  fend  three  ten- 
oared  boats,  and  to  endeavour  to  furprize  and  get 
a  brifbner  from  the  fhore,  who  could  inform  them 
of 'the  ftrength  of  the  enemy.    The  attempt  was 
accordingly  made,  but  it  proved  ineffectual.  The 
next  morning  the  council  again  met.    When  it  ap- 
peared to  them,  that  as  the  reduction  of  the  ifland  of 
Mauritius  was  not  the  chief  defign  of  the  expedition, 
and  as  it  appeared  to  be  fo  well  defended,  an  attack 
muft  be  made  with  confiderable  lofs  j  they  were  there- 
fore of  opinion  that  no  attempt  fhould  be  made  on 
the  place,  but  that  the  fquadron  fhould  proceed  to  the 
coaft  of  Coromandel,  fo  as  to  begin  the  operations 
there  before  the  monfoons  fhifted. 

Admiral  Bofcawen  loft  no  time  in  undertaking 
the  fiege  of  Pondicherry.    A  camp  was  formed 
about  a  mile  from  fort  St.  David,  where  the  troops 
were  reinforced  by.  the  marines  ferving  in  the  fqua- 
dron of  rear-admiral  Griffin,  by  which  the  army 
cfcnfiftcd  of  three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  ninety 
foldiers,  near  four  hundred  to  ferve  the  artillery, 
and  two  thoufand  Indians.    Thefe  the  admiral  pro- 
pofed  to  march  by  land  to  Pondicherry,  while  the 
command  of  the  (hips  was  entrufted  to  captain 
Lifle  of  the  Vigilant,  who  was  directed  to  .  anchor 
with  his  whole  fquadron  two  miles  to  the  fouth  of 
the  place.    Captain  Pawlet  of  the  Exeter,  had  been 
fent  before  to  anchor  off  the  town,  with  the  Chi- 
chefter,  Pembroke,  and  Swallow  Hoop.    Affifted  by 
thefe  (hips,  he  was  directed  to  take  the  foundings 
wherever  his  boats  could  come,  to  determine  how 
near  the  Ihips  might  approach  the  town.  Thefe 
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meafures  being  taken,  all  communication  by  fea 
with  Pondicherry  was  effe&ually  cut,  off.  All  this 
time  the  French  fquadron  was  cruifing  in  the  (traits 
of  Malacca. 

On  the  8th  day  of  Auguft,  the  army  began  to 
march,  and  approached  the  town  without  beingmuch 
annoyed  by  the  enemy.  The  garrifon  of  Pondi- 
cherry confifted  of  two  thoufand  European  troops, 
and  three  thoufand  Indians.  Dupleix,  who  was 
governor  of  the  place,  had  taken  every  precaution, 
to  ftrengthen  it  both  towards  the  fea,  and  where  it 
could  be  approached  by  land.  As  the  place  had  be? 
come  considerable  fince  the  Dutch,  made  an  eafy 
conqueft  of  it  fifty  years  before  *$  fo  due  attention 
had  been  paid  to  render  it  a  place  of  defence.  As 
foon  as  admiral  Bofcawen  approached  the  town,  he 
detached  his  grenadiers  and  piquets  with  a  body  of 
Indians  to  attack  the  fort  of  Ana  Coupan,  which  lies 
about  three  miles  from  Pondicherry,  on  the  fide  of; 
a  river  from  whence  it  is  named.  In  this  attempt 
they  loft  major  Goodyer,  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  artillery,  whofe  knowledge  and  experience  were 
efientially  neceflary  to  conduct  their  approaches* 
On  the  13th  day  of  Auguft,  the  whole  army  march- 
ed to  join  the  detachment  and  in  the  afternoon 
cJeven  hundred  fcamen,  whom  the  admiral  had 
caufed  to  be  difciplined  on  board,  and  exercifed  in 
platoons,  under  the  command  of  captain  Lloyd, 
were  landed ;  thefe  mounted  guard,  and  did  all  other 
duties  with  the  regular  troops.  Four  twelve  and 
four  eighteen  pounders  being  landed,  on  the  16th 
at  night,  a  battery  of  four  guns  was  opened  againft 
the  fort,  but  through  the  unflcilfulnefs  of  the  engi- 
neers it  did  no  execution.  On  the  1 8  th  another  battery, 
cretted  by  the  artillery  officers,  began  to  play  with 

•  See  VqU  U.  page  46L 
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great  fuccefs.  The  French  made  a  defperate  fally, 
with  a  view  to  dellroy  this  battery ;  and  having 
with  them  fixty  European  horfe,  they  at  firft  threw 
the  Britifh  advanced  guard  into  confufion,  but  thefe 
foon  rallied,  and  forced  the  French  to  retreat  with 
confiderable  lofs,  having  made  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  horfe  a  prifoner.  Soon  after  this  re- 
pulfe,  one  of  the  French  batteries  blew  up,  and 
deftroyed  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  their  men. 
The  befiegers  now  pufhed  on  their  attack  with  re- 
doubled fpirit,  until  at  length  the  fort  blew  up  alfo, 
immediately  upon  which  the  troops  rufhed  in. 

The  admiral  was  now  poflefled  of  an  important 
poft,  which  he  loft  no  time  in  repairing.  On  the 
28th  he  began  to  land  trenching-tools,  and  other 
neoeflaries,  to  break  ground  before  the  place,  which 
was  begun  on  the  20th  at  night.  On  the  ift  day  of 
September,  the  French  made  a  fally  upon  the  be- 
fieger's  Entrenchments,  with  five  hundred  Europe- 
ans and  'eight  hundred  Indians,  but  were  repulfed 
by  the  advanced  guard,  which  confifted  only  of  one 
hundred  men,  with  confiderable  lofs.  In  this  action 
M.  Paradis,  their  chief  engineer,  was  mortally 
wounded.  Thefe  fuccefTes  encouraged  the  hopes  of 
the  befiegers  ;  but  the  flow  progrds  which  the  en- 
gineers made  in  completing  the  batteries,  fatally 
retarded  the  operations.  On  the  25th  day  of  Sep- 
tember the  batteries  began  to  play  on  the  town,  but 
the  French  had  raifed  three  fafcine  batteries,  which 
played  on  the  trenches  of  the  befiegers,  with  con- 
fiderable effect :  they  were  indeed  indefatigable  in 
tiling  every  poffible  means  for  the  defence  of  the  • 
place  :  by  opening  fluices  they  had  formed  an  inun- 
dation in  the  front  of  the  Britifh  lines,  which  ef- 
fe&ualiy  obftructed  their  farther  approaches. 

Whilft  the  fiege  was  thus  carried  on  by  land, 
a  bomb-ketch  was'  brought  in,  which  played  upon 
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the  citadel  night  and  day.  The  French  were  not 
backward  in  returning  thefe  falutes,  and  the  engi- 
neers prefently  got  the  length  of  the  veflel  fo  ex- 
adly,  that  flie  was  obliged  to  difcontinue  her  fire 
in  the  day  time,  and  change  her  ftation.  The  ob- 
ftmate  defence  made  by  the  befieged,  determined 
the  admiral  to  bring  the  whole  fleet  into  aftion;  ac- 
cordingly captain  Leflie  was  ordered  to  extend  the 
men  of  war  before  the  town,  in  line  of  battle,  and 
pour  their  broad-fldes  into  the  place.  At  firft  the 
French  returned  their  fire  very  brifldy,  but  foon 
after  difcontinufd  it,  while  they  plied  the  batteries 
warmly  on  the  land  fide.  Captain  Adams  of  the 
Harwich  was  killed  in  this  attack,  having  his  thigh 
lhot  away  by  a  cannon-ball. 

As  the  fire  from  the  mips  was  found  to  be  inef- 
fectual, and  the  body  of  water  with  which  the  town 
was  environed,  rendered  it  impoflible  to  ftorm  the 
place;    after  every  method  had   been   tried  to 
reduce    it,   without    cfleft,    the  admiral  called 
a  council  of  war.     It  appeared  that  the  army 
was  c  aily  weakened  by  ficknefs,  brought  on  bv  the 
exceihve  fatigue  that  the  troops  endured  ;  the  mon- 
foons  ami  rainy  feafon  were  approaching,  and  daily 
expefted,  when  the  fiege  mult  neceflarily  be  raifed, 
and  that  with  the  lofs  of  the  artillery  and  ftores.  k 
was  farther  to  be  apprehended,  that  the  rivers  would 
thereby  be  rendered  impaflable,  and  the  retreat  of 
the  army  to  Fort  St.  David  be  cut  off;  befidcs 
which,  the  fleet  would  be  expofed  to  the  moft  im- 
minent danger  of  perilhing  on  the  coaft.    For  thefe 
realons  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved  to  embark  the 

A?™T°n>  and  raifc  thc  nege-  On  the  6th 
day  of  October  the  army  ftruck  their  tents  and  be- 
gan to  march  back  to  Fort  St.  David,  the  feamen 
and  the  artillery  having  been  previoufly  re-em- • 
harked  on  board  the  fleet.    Such  was  the  umW- 
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ccfsful  rffue  of  this  expedition  againft  Pondicherry, 
in  which  upwards  of  one  thoufand  men  were  loft. 
Gn  the  fide  of  the  French,  the  number  deftroyed 
was  fomewhat  lefs  confiderable ;  however,  five  hun- 
dred Europeans  fell  djrjng  the  fiege.  TheBritifh 
iadtttiral  displayed  all  the  abiliries  of  a  gallant  and 
experienced  commander,  but  by  the  ifllic  of  the 
fiege,  Du  Pleix  bore  away  the  wreath  of  fame. 
*The  Indian  nations  conceived  a  high  opinion  of  the 
French,  from  the  fuccefs  which  crowned  their  arms, 
and  they  began  to  grow  refpefted  in  thofe  parts,  as 
the  firft  and  greateft  of  the  European  powers.  But 
this  fuperiority  was  of  fhort  duration.  The  court 
Of  France  was  fo  highly  pleafed  with  the  condudl 
of  Du  Pleix,  that  he  was  inverted  with  the  grand 
ribbon  of  the  order  of  St.  Louis ;  an  honour  which 
had  never  before  been  conferred  on  any  man  out  of 
the  military  fervice. 

The  moft  confiderable  captures  made  by  the  Eng- 
lifh  during  the  year  1748,  were  as  follow  :  feventeen 
French  Ihips  richly  laden  from  the  Levanr,  taken 
by  admiral  Byng's  fquadron;  the  Magnanime,  a 
French  man  of  war,  of  feventy-four  guns,  and  fix 
hundred  and  eighty-fix  men,  commanded  by  the 
marquis  d'Albert,  Chef  d'Efcadre,  fell  in  with  the 
Nottingham,  captain  Harland,  and  the  Portland, 
captain  Stevens,  to  whom  after  fix  hours  engage- 
ment Hie  ftruck,  having  forty-five  men  killed  and 
one  hundred  and  five  wounded ;  the  Nottingham 
had  fixteen  killed  and  eighteen  wounded,  the  Port- 
land only  four  wounded  the  Jafon,  a  French  Eaft- 
India  Ihip,  of  feven  hundred  tons,  thirty  guns,  and 
one  hundred  and  eighty  men,  from  Port  TOrient  to 
Pondicherry,  with  (lores  and  ammunition,  and 
eight  cafes  of  filvcr,  taken  by  the  Salifbury  man  of 
war,  captain  Edgcombe,  and  brought  into  Ply- 
mouth i  the  Grand  Biche,  a  French  privateer,  of 
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twenty-two  guns,  and  one  hundred  and  fixty  men, 
which  had  been  very  aftive  during  the  whole  war, 
was  taken  by  the  Bellona  man  of  war,  captain  Camp- 
bell j  the  Terefa,  a  Spanifh  regifter  fhip,  from  the 
Havannah,  with  fixty  thoufand  dollars  in  fpecie; 
befides  a  very  rich  cargo,  taken  near  Cadiz,  by  the 
Tyger  priyateer  of  Briftol,  captain  Scix ;  the  St. 
Vi&oire,  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  fixteeiv 
guns,  fix  pounders,  and  forty-nine  men,  with  wine, 
brandy,  and  bale  goods,  from  Bourdeaux  to  Ca- 
nada, taken  by  the  Prince  of  Orange  privateer  of 
Guernfey,  of  eight  carriage  guns,  and  fifty  men, 
captain  Vefconte,  after  a  fight  of  feven  hours,  at 
the  fecond  boarding  :  the  captain  received  a  muf- 
ket-fhot  through  the  thigh,  and  his  lieutenant  four 
balls  in  his  thi^h,  at  the  firft  broad-fide,  but  both 
kept  the  deck  and  fought  to  the  end.  The  priva- 
teer had  two  men  killed  and  five  wounded ;  a  South 
Sea  (hip,  valued  at  fixty  thoufand  pounds,  taken  by 
two  Rhode  Ifland  privateers  j  another  Spanifh  prize, 
valued  at  thirty  thoufand  pounds,  was  taken  by  the 
Port  Mahon  man  of  war,  and  carried  into  Bofton. 

The  Spaniards,  during  the  war,  Joft  one  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  forty-nine  (hips,  and  the  French 
two  thoufand  one  hundred  and  eighty-five;  amount- 
ing in  the  whole  to  three  thoufand  four  hundred  and 
thirty-four.  The  Englifh  loft  one  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  fixty  (hips,  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  and 
one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fcventy-cight,  taken 
by  the  French  5  amounting  together  to  three  thou- 
fand two  hundred  and  thirty-eight,  being  one  hun- 
dred and  ninety-fix  lefs  in  number  than  their  cap- 
tures during  the  whole  courfe  of  the  war.  Several 
of  the  Spanifh  prizes  were  immenfcly  rich  ;  many 
of  the  French  were  of  confiderable  value;  and 
although  the  Englifh  loft  fome  (hips  of  great  value, 
yet  it  has  been  computed  that  Great  Britain  gained 

Yol.  IV.  Ccc  on 


Digitized  by  Google 


378      NAVAL  HISTORY    [Book  VL 

on  the  balance  near  two  millions  during  the  war. 
So  that  although  the  government  was  impoverifhed 
thereby,  individuals  were  enriched.  How  much 
the  power  of  France  at  fea  had  fuffered  in  this  con- 
teft,  will  appear  from  the  following 


Lift  of  all  the  French  King's  Naval  Force  at  tbt 
Peace  of  Aix  la  Chapelle. 


Of  the  Line. 

Tonant  — 
Margravine  — 
Intrepide  — 
Efperance  — 
Due  d'Orlcans 
St.  Efprit  — 
Ferme  — 

- 

Superbe  — 

Teuft  — 

Dauphine  — 

Achilles  — 

Centaur  — 
Northumberland 

Lifi  — 

Solide  — 

Leopold  — 

Content  — 

Touloufe  — 

St.  Louis  — 

_  » 

Conftante  — 


Guns. 

80 
80 

74 
74 

74 
74 
74 
74 
74 

74 
74 

74 
70 

70 
64 

64 

64 
6O 

60 
6O 


Bourbon 
Mars  — 
Heureux 
Tigre  — 
Arc-en-Ceil  - 
Neptune 
Carillon 
Brillant  — 
Lacrime 
Trito  — 
Aquillon 


Guns* 

56 
56 

54 
54 

5° 
5° 
5° 
5° 


Frigates. 
Argonant  — 
Anglefey,  Eng. 
Zephire  — 
Attalante  — 
Votagc  — 
Venus  — 
Flore  — 


46 

44 

3° 

3° 
26 

26 

20 


Of  thefe,  feven  were  worn  out  and  unferviceable. 
One  half  of  the  French  navy  had  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  Great  Britain  during  the  war,  befides 
fuch  as  had  been  deftroyed  and  loft. 
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The  p^ace  was  at  length  concluded,  and  figned 
on  the  17th  day  of  October.  By  it  all  prifoners  on 
each  fide  were  to  be  mutually  releafed  without  ranfom> 
and  all  conquefts  reftored.  Thereby,  whatever  had 
been  conquered  by  France  in  the  Auftrian  and  Dutch 
Netherlands,  was  given  up  to  their  former  poffef- 
for  j  and  as  it  was  agreed  that  the  fame  reftitution 
fhould  be  mutually  made  between  Great  Britain  and 
France,  of  all  forts  or  territories  fubdued  during  the 
war,  Fort  St.  George  in  theEaft-Indies  was  reftored  to 
the  Englifh  company  j  and  on  the  other  hand,  the 
ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  and  its  town  and  fortrefs  of 
Louifbours\  were  reftored  to  France.  The  king  of 
Great  Britain  agreed  to  fend,  immediately  after  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty,  two  perfons  of  rank  and 
diftin&ion  to  refide  in  France,  as  hoftages,  until 
reftitution  fhould  be  made  of  Cape  Breton,  and  all 
the  other  conquefts  which  his  Britannic  majefty 
fhould  have  atchieved  in  the  Eaft  or  Weft-Indies, 
before  or  after  the  preliminaries  were  figned.  Hereby 
the  afliento  contract,  with  the  article  of  the  an- 
nual fhip,  was  confirmed  for  four  years,  during 
which  the  enjoyment  of  that  privilege  had  been 
fufpended  fince  the  commencement  of  the  war: 
Dunkirk  was  to  remain  fortified  on  the  land-fide; 
and,  towards  the  fea,  continue  on  the  footing  of 
former  treaties.  All  the  contracting  powers  became 
guaranties  to  the  king  of  Pruffia,  for  the  duchy  of 
Silefia  and  the  county  of  Glatz,  as  he  then  pofiefied 
them  ;  they  likewife  engaged  to  fecure  the  emprefs 
queen  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia,  in  poffeflion  of 
her  hereditary  dominions,  according  to  the  prag- 
matic fandlion.  The  other  articles  regulated  the 
forms  and  times  fixed  for  their  mutual  reftitution, 
as  well  as  for  the  termination  of  hoftilities  in  every 
part  of  the  world.  But  the  right  of  the  Englifti 
iubjetts  to  navigate  in  the  American  feas,  without 
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being  fearched,  was  not  once  mentioned ;  though 
this  claim  was  the  original  fourcc  of  the  differences 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spain*:  nor  were  the 
limits  of  Acadia  afcertained,  although  it  had  been 
agreed  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  that  commiftioners 
fhould  be  appointed  within  two  years  after  the  rati- 
fication of  that  compact,  who  fhould  finally  deter- 
mine that  matter;  no  fuch  adjuftment  had  been 
made,  and  this  point,  with  all  other  matters  of  dif- 
pute  between  the  two  nations,  were  again  referred 
to  the  fame  vague  and  imaginary  decifion  j  which 
meant,  in  ftiort,  nothing  more  than  to  get  rid  of  the 
fubjeft  for  the  prefent :  the  negotiators  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain  had  neither  penetration  enough  to 
difcover  that  the  foundation  for  future  bloody  wars 
was  laid  in  this  fuperfkial  manner,  of  reconciling 
the  jarring  interefts  of  the  two  nations,  nor  patrio- 
tifm  fufficient  to  excite  them  to.  fecure  a  permanent 
peace  to  their  country,  by  entering  into  laborious 
difcufllons  of  her  rights.  Confidcring  the  fupcrfi* 
cial  manner,  in  which  queftions  of  the  utmolt  im- 
portance were  decided  upon,  the  peace  of  Aix  la 
Chapelle  was  rather  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  than  the 
reftoration  of  (table  tranquillity.  The  treaty  of 
Utrecht  had  long  and  juftly  been  a  fubjecVof  re- 
proach to  thole  by  whom  it  was  negotiated,  but 
the  treaty  that  was  now  concluded,  was,  if  pofhblc, 
.  ftill  more  defpicable  and  erroneous. 

We  (hall  clofe  the  chapter  with  fomc  remarks  on 
the  (late  of  commerce,  during  this  period. 

The  French  having  confiderably  gained  upon 
England  in  her  trade  to  the  ports  in  the  Levant 
Seas,  partly  by  the  (hortnefs  of  the  voyage  thither 
from  Marfailles,  and  farther,  from  their  having 

•  Smollett's  Hiflory  pf  England,  Vol.  XI.  p.  3©«-  , 
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eftabliflied  manufactures  of  fuch  kinds  of  flight 
woollen  cloths,  as  were  fuited  to  the  climate  of  the 
country  whither  they  were  exported ;  thefe  having 
lefs  intrinfic  value  than  the  cloth  manufactured  *m 
England,  they  could  afford  to  fell  at  a  cheaper  rate* 
Another  advantage  enjoyed  by  the  French  in  their 
trade  with  thcTurks  was,-  that  they  could  fupply  them 
*vith  fugar,  indico,  and  other  articles  of  merchan- 
dize, on  better  terms  than  their  rivals.  On  thefe 
Accounts  the  Levant  trade  from  Great  Britain  was 
found  very  much  to  decline  j  and  it  became  a  ques- 
tion much  agitated  in  the  year  1744*  whether  the 
(horteft  way  for  England's  regaining  the  afcendency 
in  that  very  important  branch  of  commerce,  would 
be,  to  lay  the  Turkey  trade  entirely  open  to  all 
Britifli  fubje&s  ?  In .  conference  hereof,;  a  bill  was 
brought  into  parliament  for  enlarging  and  regu- 
lating the  trade  to  the  Levant  Seas  j  which  was 
founded  upon  the  principle,  that  the  number  of 
traders  in  an  open  trade,  would  enable  the  Englilh 
to  underfel  the  French,  and  recover  the  ground 
which  they  had  gradually  loft.  Whilft  this  bill  was 
depending,  our  Turkey  or  Levant  Company,  was 
heard  at  the  bar  of  the  houfe  of  commons.  They 
readily  admitted  that  their  trade  was  much  decayed, 
but  proved  to  the  latisfa&ion  of  the  houfe,  that 
laying  that  commerce  open  would  not  have  a  ten- 
dency  to  benefit  it.  The  advantages  which  France 
poflefled  of  manufafturing  their  (howey  and  flight 
cloths  with  Spanilh  wool,  would  remain  the  fame. 
They  ftatcd  that  the  wars,  which  Peter  czar  of 
Mufcovy  had  waged  in  Perfia,  had  put  a  flop  to  the 
trade  in  filk,  which  the  Englilh  had  formerly  carried 
on  from  the  ports  of  Aleppo  and  Smyrna,  not  lefs 
than  a  thoufand  bales,  worth  about  one  hundred 
pounds  each,  having  been  annually  fent  from  the 
province  of  Ghilaun,  through  Turkey,  which  the 
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company  took  in  barter  for  their  own  woolen  cloth. 
This  article  of  trade,  as  well  as  rhubarb,  is  now 
tranfported  through  Ruflia.  They  reprefented  that 
a  decreafe  of  one  half  at  leaft,  in  theconfumption 
of  fundry  drugs,  had  been  occafioned  by  the  change 
of  falhions,  as  well  as  in  gauls,  goats-wool,  and 
ijiohair-yarn :  that  the*  great  increafe  of  Italian  and 
Spanifti  raw-filk  alfo  leflens  the  vent  for  Turkey 
raw-filk,  although  thofe  filks  are  bought  with  ready 
money ;  whereas  the  Turkey  raw-filk  is  taken  in 
return  for  the  Britifli  manufactures  fold  there.  The 
caufes  of  the  decline  of  trade  being  thus  pointed 
out,  the  company  proceeded  to  reprefent  their 
claims  to  protection :  that  confiding  in  the  royal 
charters  and  privileges  which  had  been  granted 
them,  they  had  at  a  large  expence  fupported  the 
charge  of  an  ambaflador  at  Conftantinople  $  and  of 
coofuls  in  other  parts  of  Turkey :  as  alfo  in  obtain* 
ing  and  renewing  the  needful  capitulations  with  the 
Ottoman  Port  -9  and  alfo  in  making  confiderable 
fettlements  at  Conftantinople,  Aleppo*  Smyrna, 
and  other  places,  the  benefits  arifing  from  which 
jthe  bill  depending,  if  parted  into  a  law,  would  en- 
tirely deprive  them  of.  Thefe  arguments  had  fuch 
weight  with  the  houfe,  that  the  bill  was  thrown  out* 
The  Jews  were  very  active  in  promoting  this  bill  j 
therefore,  to  procure  its  rejection,  the  friends  of  the 
company  induftrioufly  propagated  a  clamour,  that 
thefe  people  would,  if  admitted  into  this  trade  when 
laid  open,  engrofs  it  entirely  to  themfelves,  the 
Jews  in  Turkey  being  the  agents  for  the  principal 
people  there,  and  the  general  brokers  for  mer- 
chants ;  fo  that  by  combining  among  themfelves, 
they  are  able  very  much  to  influence  the  prices  of 
merchandize. 


The 


Digitized  by 


Chap- III.]   op  GREAT  BRITAIN.  383 

The  (lock  and  funds  of  the  bank  of  England  at 
this  time,  were  as  follows  :  ' 

1.  The  original  capital  doubled,  and! 

reduced  to  three  per  cent.  in-V  3,200,000 
tered,  is  —  J 

2.  By  cancelling  exchequer  bills  3d.! 

Geo.  I.  at  4  per  cent.  J       *  °> 

3.  Purchafed  in  the  year  1722,  of  the} 

South  Sea  Company,  at  four  >  4,ooo,ooq 
per  cent.  —  J 

4.  Annuities  charged  on  the  furplusl 

of  the  funds  of  lottery,  17 14,  at  >  1,250,000) 
four  per  cent.          —  J 

5.  Annuities  at  four  per  cent,  charged  1 
on  the  duty  of  coals  fince  Lady-  >  1,750,000 


day,  17 10 


- 


Total  Bank  capital      —  10,700,000 

Befide  the  feveral  three  per  cent,  lottery  annuw 
tjes,  transferable  at  the  Bank,  viz.  of  the  year  1731, 
eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  the  year  1742  : 
eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of  the  year  1743 : 
one  million,  eight  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of 
theyear  1744 :  all  which  annuities  are  entirely  feparate 
and  didinft  from  what  is  known  by  the  name  of 
the  capital  flock  of  the  Bank  as  above  dated, 
Thofe  annuities  being  entitled  to  the  rate  of  intereft 
flipulated  by  parliament,  whereas  the  capital  (lock 
of  the  Bank  was  entitled  to  all  the  benefit  of  that 
company's  banking,  in  the  fulled  extent.  It  is,  how- 
ever, to  be  obferved  here,  that  although  the  above 
fum  of  ten  million  feven  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
was  actually  due  from  the  public  to  the  Bank,  yec 
the  transferable  capital  in  the  Bank  books,  as  di- 
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vidcd  stmong  all  their  proprietors,  was  really  no 
more  than  nine  million,  eight  hundred  thoufand 

£ounds  Bank  ftock,  there  being  the  fum  of  nine 
undred  thoufand  pounds  undivided  capital  remain- 
ing in  that  company's  corporate  capacity,  the  in- 
tereft  of  which  was  divided  among  the  proprietors. 
The  profits  of  the  company,  by  banking,  arofc 
fcom  various  tranfa&ions  j  fuch  as  circulating  go- 
vernment's Exchequer  bills,  and  by  other  dealings 
with  the  public ;  by  difcounting  merchants  bills  of 
ekefcange  j  by  dealing  in  foreign  bullion,  and  mak- 
ing temporary  loans.  By  thefe  means,  the  corpora- 
tion was  enabled  to  divide  annually,  at  this  time* 
five  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  their  transferable  capi- 
tal. The  yearly  profits  made  by  the  Bank  of  Eng- 
land, may  be  found  by  the  following  calculation  ; 

Pividend  made  by  the  Bank  of  Eng-1  £. 

land  of  five  and  a  half  per  cent.  |>  539,000 
to  the  proprietors  of  ($,800,000!.  J  1 


96,000 


Annual  intereft  paid  to  the  Bank  by  1 
the  public,  on  3,200,0001.  at  i 
three  per  cent,  is  —  J 

 On  7,500,0001.  at  four  per  cent,  is  300,000 

Total  intereft  received  from  the  Bank!  396,000 

of  England,  from  the  Public  J 

Annual  profits  made             —  143,000 

 J* 

If  from  this  we  deducl  the  intereft  paid! 

bygovernmentontheirundivided  I  06  ooo 

capital  of  900,0001.  at  four  per  j  J  1 
cent.              —  J 


Then 
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Then  the  clear  annual  profits  of  the' 
Bank,  by  their  money  concerns 
with  the  public,  and  by  all  their  £. 
other  banking  concerns,  in  order 
to  enable  them  to  make  a  divi-  ^  107,000 
dend  to  their  (lock-holders  of 
five  anM  a  half  per  cent,  will  be 
when  all  falaries,  and  every  kind 
of  expence  is  defrayed 

This  mode  of  calculation,  will  eafily  (how  the 
profits  made  by  the  Bank  of  England,  at  any  given 
rate  of  intereft  paid  on  their  capital  ftock.  In  the 
year  1746,  the  capital  of  the  Bank  was  further 
Increafed  by  a  new  loan  to  government. 

The  difcovery  of  a  north  weft  paflage  to  the 
feas  of  Japan  and  China,  ftill  continued  to  be  con- 
sidered as  an  object  of  national  importance,  on 
which  account,  an  act  of  parliament  paffed  in  the 
eighteenth  year  of  king  Geo.  II.  (cap.  17.)  for 
granting  a  public  reward  to  fu'ch  perfon  or  perfons, 
his  majefty's  fubject  or  fubjects,  as  mall  difcover  a 
north-weft  paffage  through  Hudfon's  ftraits,  to  the 
weilern  and  fouthern  ocean  of  America.  Where- 
by it  was  enacted,  that  if  any  ftiip,  belonging  to 
any  of  his  majefty's  fubjects,  fhall  find  out,  anafail 
through  any  paffage  by  fea,  between  Hudfon's  bay 
and  the  weftern  and  fouchern  ocean  of  America,  the 
owner  or  his  afiigns,  (hall  receive  a  reWaed  of 
twenty  thoufand  pounds.  The  commifilooers  for 
determining  this  difcovery,  are  therein  named* 
being  the  great  officers  of  ftate,  and  of  th-  tuea- 
fury,  admiralty,  &c. 

During  the  feffion  of  parliament,  a  further 
bounty  on  the  exportation  of  BritiAi  and  Irifh  linens 
was  granted,  in  order  to  give  every  poffible  en- 
couragement to  manufactures,  which  were  fo  rapidly 
advancing  into  confequence. 
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The  advantages  derived  to  the  French,  from  the 
ceding  to  them  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  at  the 
peace,  are  thus  ftated  by  Sir  William  Pepperell, 
who  commanded  the  land  forces  in  the  reduction  of 
that  ifland. 

i 

From  the  gut  of  Canfo  down  along  the  ^ 
Ihore  to  Louifburg,  and  from  thence  / 
to  the  north-eaft  part  of  Cape  Breton,  / 
he  fuppofed  five  hundred  (hallops  I  2,500 
were   annually  employed,  each  of 
which  required  *  at  fea  and  on  fhore,  at 
lead  five  men-    In  all 

Alfo>  fixty  brigantines,  fchooners,  andl 

(loops,  with  each  fifteen  men  J  ° 

He  calculates  that  thefe  five 
hundred  fhallops  would 
catch  three  hundred  quin- 
tals of  fifti  in  the  fummer 
feafon.    In  all  — 

Each  of  the*  brigantines, 
fchconers  and  (loops,  he 
fuppofes  might  catch  fix 
hundred  quintals. 

Total  quintals  of  fifli  annual-1  186,000 
ly  made  at  Cape  Breton  f 

• 

To  carry  this  filh  to  Europe,  ninety-three  > 
fhips  are  fuppoied  to  be  employed,  of  I 
the  burden  of  two  thoufand  quintals  j  Ij 
each,  twenty  failors  to  each  (hip.  In  all  J 

Total  men  employed  in  the  fifliery  at!  5,260 
Cape  Breton  —  J 

Thefamecalculator  goeson,ande(Hmatesthe  nunv 
ber  of  feamen  employed  in  the  general  fUhery  oft 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  from  the  ports  of  St. 

Malocs 


150,000 


36,00a 
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Maloes  and  Granville,  which,  including  the  above 
eftimate  for  Cape  Breton,  amount  to  four  hundred 
and  fourteen  (hips,  twenty-four  thoufand  five  hun- 
dred and  twenty  feamen,  and  one  million  one 
hundred  and  forty-nine  thoufand  quintals  of  fifh. 
He  then  proceeds  to  eftimate  the  value  of  this 
branch  of  trade,  the  profits  upon  which  are  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  quantity  of  train  oil  which  thefe 
fifh  produce,  an  hogfhead  of  fixty  gallons  of  oil 
being  drawn  from  every  hundred  quintals  of  fiflj. 

The  value  of  the  fifh,  he  computes  j  746>?  JO   0  Q 

The  oil  at  — ■         —  56,092  10  p 

From  what  is  called  the  mud  fifhery    178,750  00 

1 

Value  of  one  year's  fifhery     981,692  10  o 

This  important  branch  of  trade  can  only  be  car? 
ried  on  in  its  full  extent,  by  being  in  pofleffion  of  the 
ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  as  a  convenient  and  well 
fortified  harbour  is  eflfcntially  neceflary.  Sir  WiU 
liam  Pepperell  died  in  the  year  1759,  much  abouc 
the  time  that  Cape  Breton  was  again  taken  from  the 
French. 

The  planters  in  the  Englifh  fugar  colonies,  in 
the  infancy  of  thofe  plantations,  had  cultivated  con** 
fiderable  quantities  of  indico,  with  which  they  fur- 
nifhed  the  Mother  Country;  but  this  being  thought 
to  interfere  with  the  cuhivation  of  the  fugar- cane, 
a  tax  was  impofed  thereon  of  three  (hillings  and 
fix-pence  per  pound  weight,  which  caufed  the  cul- 
tivation thereof  to  be  entirely  neglected.  The  le- 
giflature  not  intending  that  the  duty  mould  operate 
3s  a  total  reftraint  on  raifing  this  article  of  mer- 

D  d  d  a  chandigej 
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chandize,  took  it  off,  but  this  did  not  encourage 
the  planters  to  begin  again  to  cultivate  this  plant; 
and  the  Weft-India  iflands  in  general,  finding  that 
the  cultivation  of  the  fugar-cane  was  attended  with 
greater  advantages,  gradually  dropped  the  cultiva- 
tion of  indico.  The  French  iflands  purfued  a  dif- 
ferent courle,  and  annually  increafed  their  quantity 
of  indico,  fo  that  their  Weft-India,  iflands  fupplied 
the  greatcft  part  of  Europe  therewith.  The  fums 
paid  by  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  France  for  this 
neceflfary  article,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  has 
been  eftimated  at  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a 
year.  Fortunately  for  the  intereft  of  thefe  king- 
doms, the  provinces  of  North  and  South  Carolina, 
began  afiiduoufly  to  cultivare  the  growth  of  indico 
about  the  year  1747.  Thofe  two  colonies  had  by 
this  time  carried  the  production  of  rice  to  fuch  a 
height,  that  even  in  time  of  peace,  its  quantity  had 
overftocked  thofe  parts  of  Europe  to  which  they 
were  wont  to  fend  it,  fo  that  the  profit  thereupon 
was  much  reduced.  When  the  war  with  France 
broke  out  in  1744,  the  expence  of  freight  and  in- 
surance being  increafed,  this  branch  of  trade  grew 
Hill  worfe  :  this  put  the  planters  of  that  fine  country 
upon  trying  to  employ  their  negroes  in  another  way, 
and  the  indico  was  found  to  anfwer  beyond  expec- 
tation. To  encourage  this  infant  attempt,  a  bounty 
of  fix-pence  per  lb.  wt.  was  granted  by  parliament  on 
all  indico  raifed  in  any  of  the  Britifh  American  co- 
lonies, and  imported  into  Great  Britain,  directly 
from  the  place  of  its  growth ;  which  has  been  at- 
tended with  very  beneficial  confequences. 

It  has  been  a) ready  obferved,  that  the  parliament 
raifed  the  fupplies  for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1748 
by  impofing  a  duty  of  five  pounds  per  cent,  on 
merchandize  imported.  Whilft  the  bill  was  de- 
pending, the  Britifh  Weft- India  iflands  were  greatly 

alarmed. 
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alarmed,  and  reprefented  the  vaft  injury  which 
they  were  likely  to  fuftain  thereby.  From  the  au~ 
fhentic  voijchers,  which  were  then  produced  of  the 
(late  of  the  fugar-plantations,  a  comparative  yie^ 
may  be  formed  of  the  trade  carried  on  from  thence^ 
and  from  thofe  of  France. 

.  ■  * 

It  appeared  that  the  French  Weft-  -j  cwt. 

India  iflands  of  Martinico,  Gua-  I 

daloupe,  and  the  other  fmallerco*  >  621,500 

lonies,  produced  of  fugar  in  the  1 

year  1742  —  J 

St.  Domingo      -r  848,oqq 


Total  hundred  weight  1470,500 
Which  amounts  to  122,500 

hogflieads  of  12  hundred 

weight  each. 
The  fugars  produced  ]  , 

by  the  Britifti  Weft-  /  Hhds. 

India  iflands  in  the/ 

year  1742,  and  im-  ✓  60,950 

ported  into  Great- 1 


Britain,  amounted  1 

to  —  J 
Shipped  to  the  north- 1 

ern  colonies  and  >  5,000 

to  foreign  markets  }  —  

Total  hoglheads        65,950,    or  791,400  cwt. 

■ 

French  produce  exceeded  thel  , 

Englifti  by         —  ]      679>i°o  cwt. 

or  56,550  hogflieads, 
being  nearly  double. 

The  confumption  in  Great  Britain  is  eftimated  a? 
55,714  hogflieads,  fo  that  the  fugars  exported  to 
Ireland  as  well  as  to  all  foreign  markets,  do  not  ex- 
ceed 5,236  hogflieads. 

The 
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The  total  yearly  value  of  the  fugars  produced  by 
fhe  Britifli  iflands  in  the  Weft-Indies,  was  computed 
at  one  million  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds  iter- 
ling  money.  Thefe  enquiries  into  the  ftate  of  the 
fugar  colonies,  farther  tended  to  prove,  that  fince 
France  had  fo  greatly  improved  her  pofTeflions,  there 
is  more  fbgar  made  in  a  plentiful  feafon,  in  all  the 
iflands,  the  Spanifh,  Portuguefe,  Dutch,  and  Da- 
nifh  colonies  being  included,  than  all  Europe  can 
confume. 

Whilft  the  bill  for  laying  thefe  additional  duties 
was  depending  in  parliament,  various  accounts 
were  publifhed  by  the  tobacco  merchants,  with  a 
defign  to  exempt  that  commodity  from  being  in- 
cluded therein.  Thefe  accounts  ftated,  that  upon 
a  medium  of  three  years  in  the  cuftom-houfe  books, 
viz.  1744,  1745,  and  1746,  forty  million  pounds 
weight  of  tobacco,  were  imported  into  England, 
alone  from  our  American  plantations,  Thirty- 
thre<  million  of  which  were  again  exported.  So 
that  England  was  fuppofed  annually  to  confume 
feven  million  pounds  weight  of  tobacco.  The  net 
duty  upon  which,  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  thoufand  five  hundred  and  forty-one 
pounds  thirteen  fhillings  and  four-pence.  The 
whole  value  of  the  tobacco  imported  into  Great 
Britain,  both  for  home  confumption  and  foreign 
markets,  was  computed  at  one  million  pounds  ftcr- 
ling  per  annum,  which  thefe  writers  reprefented  as 
being  a  clear  gain,  to  the  nation  :  fuperadded 
to  which,  that  branch  of  trade  conftantly  em- 
ployed twenty-five  thoufand  tons  of  (hipping.  But 
as  thefe  calculations  were  made  with  a  view  to  an- 
fwer  a  particular  purpofe,  they  ftiould  be  admitted 
with  great  caution. 

A  LIST 
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A  LIST  of  Ships,  Sloops,  and  armed  Veflels,  which  were 
loft,  taken,  funk,  burnt,  or  deftroyed  during  the  War 
with  Spain  and  France,  1739  101748. 


Ships  taken  or  loft. 

Victory 

Northumberland 

Orford 

Weymouth 

Tillbury 

Colchefter 

Glouceftcr 

Tyger 

St.  Albans 

Greenwich 

Anglefea 

Loo 


Rye 
Wager 
Fox 


Cunt.  Time  .when, 

loft  100  October  5, 1744. 

taken  70  May  3,  1744 

loft  70  Pebruary  13,1744. 

loft  60  February  1 5, 1744 

burnt  60  Sept.  22,  1742 

loft  50  October  21,  1744 

burnt  50  Auguft  15,  1742 

loft  50  January  12,  1742 

loft  50  October  20,  1744 

loft  50  October  20,  1744 

taken  44  March  29,  1745 

loft  44  February  5,  1743 

loft  24  Sept.  18,  1743 

loft  24  Nov.  27,  1744 

loft  24  May  —  1741 

loft  24  Nov.  14,  1744 


2  taken,  2  burnt,  12  loft. 
From  the  above  lift  it  appears  how  very  fatal  the  year 
1744  was  to  the  Britifli  navy. 


SLOOPS. 


Drake 

loft 

Grampus 

loft 

Otter 

loft 

Saltaih 

loft 

Tryal 

funk 

Wolf 

loft 

Swajlow 

loft 

Grampus,  (rebuilt) 

loft 

Bonetta 

loft 

Mercury 

taken 

Mediator 

funk 

Wolf,  (rebuilt) 

taken 

Fame 

foundered 

Sapphira's  Prise 

loft 

Saltaih,  (rebuilt) 

loft 

Nov.  22, 1742 
Oct.  —  1742 
Jan.  13,  1741 
May,  — 1742 

oa.4,  i74i 

Oct.  2, 1740 
Dec.  24,  1744 
Sept.  30,  1744 
Oct.  20, 1744 
April  15,  1745 
July  29,  1745 
Oa.  29,  — - 
Sept.  —  1745 
Sept.— 1745 
June  24, 1746 

VlRE- 
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f  I  R  E-S  HIPS. 

Ships  taken  or  loft.  Time  when. 

Anne  Gaily  burnt  Feb.  12,  1743; 

Duke  burnt  June  14,  1742 

Mercury  loft  Dec.  12,  1744 

BOMBS. 

Thunder  loft  0£t.  20,  1744 

Blaft  takeii  Oa.  — 1745 

Lightning  loft  June  16,  1745 

Aftraea  Storelhip         burnt  Jan.  16,  1743 

Lark  Hulk  loft  Oa.  20, 1744 

For  the  captures  made  by  the  French  in  king  William'^ 
war  fee  vol.  III.  page  30;  and  for  thofe  during  the  long 
war,  maintained  by  queen  Anne,  fee  the  fame  vol.  page  342, 

It  is  pleafing  to  trace  the  progreflive  fteps  by 
which  men,  who  have  diftinguilhed  themfelyes  by 
noble  deeds,  have  gained  thofe  honours  which  they 
have  finally  reached ;  we  (hall  therefore  fubjoin  the 
following  account  of  naval  commanders,  who  have 
rifen  to  eminence  in  the  fervice  of  their  country; 
many  of  whom  are  yet  alive. 

Captains.  Dates  of  Commifliani. 

Edw.  Hawke  —  March  20,  1 733-4 

Charles  Knowles  — '  Feb.  4,  1736-7 

Hon.  Edw.  Bofcawen        —  March  12,  — — 
Temple  Weft  — »         .  June  13,1738 

Geo.  Pocock  —  Aug.  1,  — — 

Francis  Hoi  bourne       —  Feb.  1  c,  1739-40 

JIath.  Wat  Ton  —  Jan.  ro,  1740 

Harry  Powlet,  now  Duke  of  Bolton,  July,  15,  1740 

Peter  Ofborh  —  July  28,  » 

John  Brett  —  March  25,  174! 

Thomas  Pye  —  April  13^  • 

Charles  Hardy  —  Aug.  10, 

Charles  Saunders,         —  Sept.  261 
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Captains.  Dates  of  Commiflions. 

George  carl  Nor thefk         —  Augufl  25,  1741 

Charles  Holmes  —  Feb.  20,  1 741-2 

Francis  Geary  —  June  30,  1742 

George  Bridges  Rodney       —  Nov.  9,  r 

Piercy  Brett  —  Sept,  30,  1743 

Alexander  lord  Colville       —  March  16,  1743-4 

George  Elliot  —  May  12,  1744 

Hon.  Auguftus  Keppcl       —  Dec.  11,   

Peter  Dennis  —  Feb.  9,  1744-5 

Arthur  Forreft  —  March  9,  1744-5 

R.  Hughes  — r  April  2,  1745 

Robert  Harland  —  March  19,  1745-6 

Hon.  John  Byron  —  Dec.  30,  1746 

Hon.  Auguftus  John  Hcrvey,  now 

earlofBrijhl  —  Tm.  15,  J 746- 7 

Peter  Parker  —  May  6,  1747 

Hon.  S.  Barrington  —  May  29,  

J.  Campbell  <—  Nov.  23,  > 

Masters  and  Commanders. 
Richard  Tyrrel  —  March  5,  1742-3 

Edward  Vernon  —  Dec.  5,  1747 

Lieutenants. 
Matthew  Buckle  —  June  14,  1739 

Marriot  Arbuthnot        —  Augutt2i,  > 

[Appointed  a  Captain,  22d  of  June,  1 747.  J 
Molineux  Shuldham       —         Auguft  31,  — 

[Appointed  a  Captain,  \2th  of  May,  1746.] 
Hugh  D,lhfer  —  Sep.  18,  1741 

[Appointed  a  Captain,  26th  of  November,  1746  J 
Hon.  Walhington  Shirley,  new 

earl  Ferrers  —  Ja  n.  6,  1 74 1  -  2. 

[Appointed  a  Captain,  April  19,  1746.] 

Hugh  Pigot  —  Feb.  9,  . 

[Appointed  a  Captain,  22d  of  April,  1746.] 
John  Lockhart      %   —  October  21,  1743 

J^yde  Parser  -~  Jan.  16,  I745"6 
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CHAP.  IV. 


A  View  qf  Naval  and  Commercial  Events,  from  the 
Peace  0/Aix  la  Chapelle  to  the  Commencement  of 
Hojlilities  between  Great  Britain  and  France. 

Bill  for  regulating  Seamen— Regulations  of  the  African 
<Trade — Bounty  to  Britifh  IVbale  Fifiers — Plan  for 
Manning  the  Navy — Settlement  of  Nova  Scotia — 
Depredations  committed  by  the  Barbary  Corf  airs — 
Reduction  af  the  Intereft  on  the  National  Debt — 
treaty  of  Madrid — 'The  New  Style  introduced  into 
Great  Britain  —  Farther  Parliamentary  Encou- 
ragement for  theDifcovery  of  the  Longitude — Natura- 
lization of  the  Jews — State  of  the  Britifh  Sugar 
Colonies — Mutiny  Bill  for  the  Service  of  the  Eaft- 
India  Company  —  Death  of  Mr.  Pel  ham  —  New 
Parliament  —  EJiablifhment  of  the  Society  for  the 
Encouragement  of  Arts,  Manufaclures>  and  Com- 
merce— Computation  of  the  Tonnage  of  England 's 
Shipping — War  in  the  Eaft  Indies  between  the Eng- 
lifh  Company  and  the  Country  Government — French 
Trade  in  the  Eaft — State  of  the  Britifh  Colonies  in 
North  America, 


PEACE  being  reftored,  the  king  of  Great  Britain 
met  his  parliament  on  the  29th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1748,  and  in  the  fpeech,  which  he  deli- 
vered upon  that  occafion,  he  acquainted  them,  that 

in 
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in  fixing  the  terms  on  which  the  general  tranquillity 
of  Europe  was  to  be  reftored,  he  had  endeavoured 
to  procure  for  his  own  fubjects  as  well  as  for  his 
allies,  the  beft  conditions  which  the  circumftances 
of  affairs  would  admit  of.  He  concluded,  with  re- 
fcommending  to  the  commons,  the  improvement  of 
the  public  revenue,  the  maintenance  of  a  refpect- 
able  naval  force,  the  advancement  of  commerce, 
and  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  of  peace.  Although 
the  miniltry  carried  every  point  by  a  great  majority, 
yet  the  members  in  the  oppofition  beftirrcd  them- 
ielves  in  representing  the  terms  on  which  peace  was 
reftored  as  deftructivc  of  the  interefts  and  the  ho- 
nour of  the  nation.  After  thefe  points  had  been 
agitated  with  great  warmth,  but  to  little  effect,  the 
houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a  committee,  to  take  into 
confideration  the  means  of  difcharging  fuch  debts 
as  government  had  contracted  in  the  courfe  of  the 
war,  and  for  which  no  parliamentary  grants  ha4 
been  made.  It  then  appeared  neceffary  to  vote  the 
enormous  fum  of  feven  millions  two  hundred  and 
nine  thoufand  four  hundred  and  forty-three  pounds 
to  make  good  deficiencies*  The  navy  and  victu- 
alling bills  undifcharged,  amounted  to  three  mil- 
lions; another  million  was  required  for  difcharging 
leamen's  wages  $  two  hundred  and  eighty-five  thou- 
fand eight  hundred  and  feventy-eight  pounds  for 
the  ordinary  of  the  navy  for  1749,  including  half 
pay  to  lea-officers ;  ten  thoufand  pounds  for  main- 
taining decrepid  feamen  in  Greenwich  hofpital; 
forty  thoufand  pounds  was  voted  for  tranfporting 
peribns  to  Nova  Scotia }  ten  thoufand  pounds  for 
fupporting  the  trade  to  Africa,  and  five  thoufand 
three  hundred  aijd  four  pounds  for  improving  the 
colony  of  Georgia.  The  number  of  feamen  was  re- 
duced to  feyenteen  thoufand,  and  that  of  the  land 
forces  to  eighteen  thoufand  eight, hundred  and  fty- 
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feven,  including  guards  and  garrifons.  In  confe- 
quence  of  thefe  difcharges,  the  wages  of  feamen  in 
the  merchant's  fervice  fell  from  fifty  {hillings  to 
twenty-five  (hillings  permonth. 

As  foon  as  the  miniftry  was  exonerated  from  thefe 
debts,  a  bill  was  brought  in,  under  the  title  of 
a  bill  for  amending,  explaining,  and  reducing  into 
one  act  of  parliament,  the  laws  relating  to  the  navy, 
the  tendency  of  which  was  to  fubjecl  half  pay  offi- 
cers to  martial  law.  This  fpread  a  general  alarm 
among  the  fea-officers,  and  a  petition  was  prefented 
to  the  houfe  by  Sir  John  Norris,  fubfcribed  by  three 
admirals  and  forty-feven  captains,  who  were  not 
members  of  parliament.  It  fet  forth  that  the  bill 
depending  contained  feveral  claufes  highly  inju- 
rious and  difhonourable  to  naval  officers  in  general, 
and  might  be  attended  with  fatal  confequences  to 
the  public  fervice  ;  and  that  as  the  prefent  laws  for 
the  government  of  the  navy  had  been  always  found 
fufficient  for  that  end,  and  the  power  of  the  lord  ad- 
miral, co-operating  with  the  zeal  of  the  fea-officersy 
had  been  hitherto  effectual  to  fccure  the  fervice  of 
thofe  on  half-pay  upon  preffing  occafions ;  the  peti- 
tioners hoped  they  fhould  not  be  fubjecled  to  the 
many  hardfhips  and  difcouragements  that  mud  at- 
tend an  alteration  of  the  prefent  laws  with  regard 
to  them,  and  therefore  prayed  to  be  heard  by 
council  againft  certain  parts  of  the  bill.  Sir  Peter 
Warren  feconded  the  motion  for  the  reading  of  this 
petition.  The  di (content  occafioned  by  this  new 
regulation,  diffufed  itfelf  generally  through  all 
ranks  in  the  navy,  and  threatened  very  fcrious  con- 
fequences. At  length  the  two  moft  exceptionable 
claufes  in  the  bill  were  expunged,  and  after  it  had 
undergone  various  modifications  in  its  progrefe 
through  the  two  houfes,  it  at  length  received  the 
royal  affenw   The  commons  in  the  courfc  of  this 
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feflion,  tcftified  a  laudable  fpirit  for  promoting  the 
commerce  of  the  kingdom  5  which,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  following  year,  produced  many  beneficial  regu- 
lations, founded  on  the  principle  of  abolilhing  mo- 
nopolies, and  encouraging  a  free  trade  as  much  as 
poflible.    This  produced  a  fcheme  for  laying  open 
the  commerce  of  Hudfon's  bay,  when  immediately 
petitions  were  poured  in  from  Briftol,  Liverpool, 
and  other  places,  praying  that  the  trade  thither 
might  be  laid  open.    A  committee  was  appointed 
to  hear  the  pleas  on  both  fides.    The  advocates 
for  a  free  trade,  urged  that  a  fmall  body  of  mer- 
chants, confiding  of  not  more  than  one  hundred 
perfons,  divided  among  themfelves  a  large  profit 
upon  a  fmall  capital.     That  they  employed  no 
more  than  four  annual  fhips,  and  that  they  treated 
the  Indians  with  whom  they  trafficked,  in  a  cruel  and 
opprefiive  manner,  whereby  the  greateft  part  of  the 
fur-trade  was  engrofled  by  the  French  of  Canada, 
So  that  the  exclufive  privilege  enjoyed  by  this  com- 
pany, occafioned  a  branch  of  commerce,  which  was 
capable  of  being  extended  fo  as  to  produce  great 
national  advantages,  to  remain  unimportant  and  in- 
confiderable.    The  committee  then  proceeded  to 
examine  many  witneffes  who  had  lived  at  Hudfon's 
bay,  whofe  report  gave  very  little  ground  to  hope 
for  any  confiderable  increafe  of  commerce  there, 
from  the  feverity  of  the  climate,  and  the  unkindly 
nature  of  the  foil.    Nor  did  it  appear  that  the  com- 
pany had  by  any  mifcondudt,  injured  the  interior 
commerce  carried  on  with  the  Indians  j  and  ic 
feemed  very  doubtful,  whether,  if  the  trade  was  laid 
open,  it  might  not  be  gradually  loll  from  us  to  the 
French  of  Canada ;  and  the  majority  of  the  houfe 
were  of  opinion,  that  no  national  benefits  would 
arife  from  a  free  trade. 
Another  bufinefs,  which  engaged  the  houfe  of 
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commons  during  this  long  and  a&ive  feflion,  was 
the  revival  of  a  defign  which  had  been  formed  in 
the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  for  manning  the  navy  in 
times  of  emergency,  without  having  recourfe  to  the 
mode  of  prefling  feamen.  The  miniftry  propofed* 
that  a  certain  number  of  feamen,  fliould  receive  a 
gratuity  from  government,  in  confequence  of  which 
their  names  ihould  be  regiftered,  and  they  Ihould 
be  liable  to  be  called  out  into  the  fcrvice  at  a  Ihorc 
notice.  However  beneficial  fuch  a  plan  might  be^ 
as  it  happened  to  be  the  method  adopted  by  France* 
k  had  fo  many  popular  prejudices  to  combat  with* 
that  Mr.  Pelham  thought  fit  to  drop  the  defign. 

The  government  of  Great  Britain  began  now  fe- 
rioufly  to  confider  the  great  importance  of  the  coun- 
try and  ports  of  Nova  Scotia.  A  patriotic  indivi- 
dual *  had,  in  the  year  1735,  prefented  a  very  ju- 
dicious memorial  and  petition  to  the  privy  council* 
refpefting  the  defenceiefs  ftatc  of  that  country,  and 
the  advantages  which  might  be  drawn  from  it.  His 
reprefentations  were  difregarded,  but  the  miniftry 
at  length,  began  to  confider  Nova  Scotia  as  the 
▼ery  key  to  North  America,  and  were  now  as  much 
difpofed  to  over-rate  its  value,  as  they  had  before 
•been  to  neglect  it  altogether.  Notwithftanding  the 
unfriendly  nature  of  the  foil  here,  and  the  country 
being  overfpread  with  large  trees,  which  can  only 
be  removed  by  immenfe  labour,  and  when  felled 
are  unfit  for  the  purpofcs  of  timber,  yet  many  effen- 
tial  advantages  are  derived  from  having  an  efta- 
blifhment  here  j  its  fituation  making  it  convenient 
ifor  annoying  and  intercepting  an  enemy*  as  it  is  a 
^barrier  for  New  England,  affords  a  convenient  port 
ifor  the  filhery  of  the  neighbouring  feas  5  and  among 
its  immenfe  forefts,  many  trees  are  found  very 
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ufeful  for  refitting  the  royal  navy.  But  though  this 
climate  is  in  the  temperate  zone,  the  winters  are 
lone  and  fevere,  and  followed  by  fudden  and  ex- 
ceflive  heats,  to  which  generally  fucceed  very  thick 
fogs,  that  laft  a  long  time,  Thefe  circumftances 
make  this  rather  a  difagreeable  country,  though  ic 
cannot  be  reckoned  an  unwholefome  one. 

As  the  public  generally  fuffers  at  the  end  of  a 
war,  by  the  fudden  difmiffion  of  a  great  number 
of  foldiers  and  feamen,  who  having  contracted  a 
habit  of  idlenefs,  and  rinding  thcmfelves  without 
employment,  and  the  means  of  fubfiftence,  engage 
in  defperate  courfes,  and  prey  upon  the  community* 
it  was  judged  expedient  to  provide  an  opening, 
through  which  thefe  unquiet  fpirits  might  exhale 
without  damage  to  the  commonwealth.  The  moft 
natural  was  that  of  encouraging  them  to  become 
members  of  a  new  colony  in  North  America,  which 
by  being  properly  regulated,  fupported,  and  im- 
proved, might  be  the  fource  of  great  advantage  to 
its  Mother  Country. 

Many  difputes  had  arifen  between  the  fubje&s  of 
England  and  the  French,  concerning  the  limits  of 
Nova  Scotia,  which  no  treaty  had  as  yet  properly 
afcertained.  A  fort  had  been  raifed,  and  a  fmall 
garriibn  maintained,  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain, 
at  a  part  of  this  very  country  called  Annapolis 
Royal,  to  overawe  the  French  neutrals  fettled  in  the 
neighbourhood  :  but  this  did  not  anfwer  the  pur^ 
pole  for  which  it  was  intended.  Upon  every  rup- 
ture or  difpute  between  the  two#  crowns,  thefe 
planters,  forgetting  their  neutrality,  intrigued  with 
the  Indians,  communicated  intelligence  to  their 
own  countrymen,  fettled  at  Sr.  John's  and  Cape 
Breton,  and  did  all  the  ill-offices  their  hatred  could 
fuggefl  againft  the  colonies  and  fubjects  of  Great 
Britain. 
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A  fchemc  was  now  formed  for  making  a  new  efta-- 
bliftiment  on  the  fame  peninfula,  which  (hould  far- 
ther confirm  and  extend  the  property  and  dominion 
of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain  in  that  large  tract  of 
country,  clear  the  uncultivated  grounds,  conftitute 
communities,  diffufe  the  benefits  of  population 
and  agriculture,  and  improve  the  fifhery  of  that 
coaft,  which  might  be  rendered  a  new  fource  of 
wealth  and  commerce  to  Great  Britain.  The  parti- 
culars of  the  plan,  being  duly  confidered,  were  laid 
before  his  majefty,  who  approved  of  the  defign, 
and  referred  the  execution  of  it  to  the  board  of 
trade  and  plantations,  over  which  the  earl  of  Halifax 
prefided.  This  nobleman,  endued  by  nature  with 
an  excellent  capacity,  which  had  been  diligently 
and  judicioufly  cultivated,  animated  with  liberal 
fentimcnts,  and  fired  with  an  eager  fpirit  of  patri- 
otifm,  adopted  the  plan  with  the  moft  generous  ar- 
dour, and  cherilhed  the  infant  colony  with  paternal 
affection. 

The  commiflioners  for  trade  and  plantations  im- 
mediately advertifed,  under  the  fanttion  of  hisma- 
jefty's  authority,  that  proper  encouragement  would 
be  given  to  fuch  of  the  officers  and  private  men, 
lately  difmiffed  from  the  land  and  fea-lervice,  as 
were  willing  to  fettle  with  or  without  families,  in 
the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  ;  that  the  fee-fimplc, 
or  perpetual  property,  of  fifty  acres  of  land  (hould 
be  granted  to  every  private  foldier  or  feamen,  free 
from  the  payment  of  any  quit-rents  or  taxes  for  the 
term  of  ten  years ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  no 
perfon  fliould  pay  more  than  one  (hilling  per  an- 
num for  fifty  acres  fo  granted.  That  over  and  above 
thefe  fifty  acres,  each  perfon  (hould  receive  a  grant 
of  ten  acres  for  every  individual,  including  women 
or  children,  of  which  his  family  (hould  confift ;  and 
further  grants  ihould  be  made  to  them  as  the  number 
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Humid  increafe,  and  in  proportion  as  they  (hould 
difcovcr  their  (kill  in  agriculture.  That  every  of- 
ficer, under  the  rank  of  enfign  in  the  land-fervice, 
or  lieutenant  in  the  navy,  (hould  be  gratified  with 
fourfcore  acres  on  the  fame  conditions :  that  two 
hundred  acres  (hould  be  beftowed  upon  enfigns* 
three  hundred  upon  lieutenants,  four  hundred  upon 
captains,  and  fix  hundred  on  every  officer  above  that 
degree,  with  proportionable  confiderations  for  the 
number  and  increafe  of  every  family :  that  tht 
lands  (hould  be  parcelled  out  as  foon  as  poflible, 
after  the  arrival  of  the  colonifts,  and  a  civil  go* 
vernment  eftablilhed ;  in  confequence  of  which 
they  (hould  enjoy  all  the  liberties  and  privileges  of 
Britifli  fubjefts,  with  proper  fecurity  and  protection : 
that  the  fettlers,  with  their  families,  (hould  be  con- 
veyed to  Nova-Scotia,  and  maintained  for  twelve 
months  after  their  arrival,  at  the  expence  of  the 
government ;  which  would  alfo  fupply  them  with 
arms  and  ammunition,  as  far  as  (hould  be  judged 
neceffary  for  their  defence,  with  proper  materials 
and  utenfils  for  clearing  and  cultivating  their  lands, 
erefting  habitations,  exercifing  the  fifhery,  and 
fuch  other  purpofes  as  (hould  bejudged  neceffary  fof 
their  fupport. 

The  icheme  was  fo  feaftble,  and  the  encourage- 
ment fo  inviting,  thar,  in  a  little  time,  about  fouf 
thoufand  adventurers,  with  their  families,  were  en- 
tered, according  to  the  directions  of  the  board  of 
trade.  In  the  beginning  of  May  1749/  they  fet 
fail  from  England,  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Cornwallis,  whom  the  king  had  appointed  their 
governor.  Sir  Edward  Hawke  commanded  the  fleet. 
Towards  the  latter  end  of  June  they  arrived  at  the 
place  of  their  deftination,  which  was  the  harbour 
of  Chebuctou,  on  the  fea-coaft  of  the  peninfula, 
about  midway  between  Cape  Canceau  and  Cape  Sa- 
ble.   It  is  one  of  the  moft  fecure  and  commodious 
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havens  in  the  world,  and  well  fituated  for  the  fifli* 
ery  ;  but  the  climate  is  cold,  and  the  foil  barren. 
.   Governor  Cornwallis  no  fooner  arrived  in  this 
harbour,  than  he  was  joined  by  two  regiments  of 
infantry  from  Cape  Breton,  and  a  company  of 
rangers  from  Annapolis.    He  then  pitched  upon  a 
fpot  for  the  fettlement,  and  employed  his  people  in 
clearing  the  ground,  in  order  to  lay  the  foundations 
of  a  town ;  but  fome  inconveniences  being  difco- 
vered  in  the  fituation,  he  chofe  one  more  to  the^ 
northward,  hard  by  the  harbour,  on  an  eafy  aicent, 
that  commands  a  profpect  of  the  whole  peninfula, 
and  is  well  fupplied  with  rivulets  of  frefh  and 
wholefome  water.    Here,  on  a  regular  plan,  he  be- 
gan to  build  a  town,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of 
Hallifax,  in  honour  of  the  nobleman  who  had  the 
greateft  (hare  in  founding  the  colony ;  and,  before 
the  approach  of  winter,  above  three  hundred  com- 
fortable wooden  houfes  were  built,  the  whole  being 
furrounded  by  a  ftrong  pallifade. 

This  colony,  however,  has  by  no  means  anfwered 
the  fanguine  expectations  of  the  projectors  ;  for 
notwithstanding  the  ardour  with  which  the  interefts 
of  it  were  promoted  by  its  noble  patron,  and  the 
repeated  indulgence  it  has  reaped  from  the  bounty 
of  the  legiflature,  the  inhabitants  have  made  little 
or  no  progrefs  in  agriculture  ;  the  fifhery  is  altoge- 
ther neglected,  and  the  fettlement  entirely  fubfifts 
on  the  fums  expended  by  the  individuals  of  the 
army  and  navy,  whofe  duty  obliges  them  to  refide 
in  this  part  of  North- America  *. 

The  piratical  dates  of  Barbary,  who  had,  for  a 
confiderable  time,  been  bribed  into  civility  to  the 
Englifh  flag,  happened,  at  this  time,  to  give  a 
loofe  to  their  predatory  difpofition.  Four  Algerine 
cruifers  fell  in  with  the  Prince  Frederick  packet- 

*  Smollett's  Continuation,  Vol.  I.  p.  37. 
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boar,  bound  from  Lifbon  to  Falmouth,  which  they 
detained  under  the  frivolous  pretext,  that  the  cap- 
tain named  in  the  commiflTion  was  not  on  board, 
and  that  the  money  and  diamonds  with  which  fhe 
was  freighted,  belonged  to  Jews.  They  therefore 
carried  her  into  Algiers,  where  they  plundered  her 
of  all  the  effects  on  board,  eflimated  at  twenty-five 
thoufand  pounds,  and  detained  the  vefifel  twenty- 
three  days,  all  which  time  the  crew  were  civilly 
treated,  and  fuffered  no  lofs  in  their  private  pro- 
perty. After  the  Algerines  had  thus  plundered  the 
velTel,  they  fuffered  her  to  proceed  on  her  voyage, ' 
and  Ihe  arrived  at  Falmouth  on  the  7th  day  of  May 
1749.  This  outrage  occafioned  feven  fhips  of  war 
to  be  fitted  out  immediately,  the  command  of  which 
was  given  to  commodore  Keppel,  who  took  on 
board  certain  prcfents  to  the  dey,  the  forwarding  of 
which  had  been  neglected, and  which  that  prince  having  . 
being  long  accultomed  to  receive,  laid  claim  to  by 
prefcription  :  the  commodore  likewife  was  charged 
with  a  letter  from  the  fecretaryof  ftate,  demanding 
reftitution  of  the  effects  which  had  been  thus 
fcized. 

Mr.  Keppel  arrived  there  the  beginning  of  Au- 
gufl,  and  in  an  audience  of  the  dey,  made  known 
the  purport  of  his  embaffy.  The  muffulman  ac- 
cepted the  prefents,  but  declared  himfelf  unable  to 
make  the  required  reftitution,  as  the  property  in 
queftion  was  now  difperfed  among  individuals,  from 
whom  it  could  by  no  means  be  collected.  The 
commodore,  finding  he  could  obtain  no  anfwer 
more  fatisfactory,  proceeded  to  PortMahon,  from 
whence  he  difpatched  the  Tryal  (loop,  for  farther 
inftructions  from  the  admiralty;  but  the  times  were 
now  changed,  fince  the  infolence  of  thefe  lawlefs 
free-booters  ufed  to  be  chaftifed  by  the  intrrpidity 
of  Engliflimen.  Government  thought  fit  to  pafs  by 
the  affront,  and  received  anambaflador  from  the 
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Algerines,  when  as  guardians  of  the  nation's  ho- 
nour, they  fhould  have  directed  the  brave  officer 
whom  they  had  deputed,  to  lay  Algiers  in  aihes. 

Notwithstanding  the  parliament  did  not  rife  until 
the  13th  day  of  June,  yet  it  met  again  on  the  16th 
day  of  November ;  ten  thoufand  feamen  were  voted 
for  the  fervice  of  the  year  1750.  The  grants  during 
this  feflion  amounted  to  four  millions  one  hundred 
and  forty-one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-one 
pounds,  which  were  raifed  by  the  land-tax,  at  three 
(hillings  in  the  pound;  the  malt  and  other  duties, 
the  furplus  of  divers  imports  remaining  in  the  Bank 
and  Exchequer;  one  million  by  annuities,  at  three 
per  cent,  charged  on  the  finking  fund,  until  re- 
deemed by  parliament,  and  nine  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  out  of  the  excefs  or  furplus  of  monies,  de- 
nominated the  finking  fund. 

Early  in  the  feflion  Mr.  Pelham,  chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  who  chiefly  conducted  the  bufinefs  of 
the  ftate,  and  who  was  efteerr.ed  a  man  of  candour 
and  capacity,  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  reduction  of 
the  intereft  on  the  public  funds,  whereby  the  fum 
of  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  began 
to  be  gradually  brought  in  to  the  finking  fund. 
That  part  of  the  public  debts,  which  then  bore  four 
per  cent,  intereft  was  as  follows : 

The  principal  fum  payable  at]  _  ■ 

the  Exchequer  of    —       j  J  ' 

Capital  Bank  (lock          —  8,486,800  o  o 

Certain  annuities  transferable \  -  ,„„  _ 

at  the  Bank          -         )  l8>4oa>47*  0  10 


Capital  ftock  of  the  Eaft-In-1 


3,200,000  o  o 


dia  Company 
Capital  South-Sea  ftock,  and] 

Old  and   New  South-Sea  >    27,302,103  5  6 

annuity  ftock        —        J    —  — 

Total        —  57,703,475  6  4 

Such 
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Such  proprietors  of  thefe  public  debts,  incurred 
before  the  lad  Michaelmas,  who  fbould  fubfcribe 
their  names  on  or  before  the  28th  day  of  February 
1749-50,  fignifying  their  confent  to  accept  of  an 
intereft  of  three  per  cent,  per  annum,  to  commence 
from  the  25th  day  of  December,  1757,  fhouW  c©n>- 
tinue  to  receive  four  per  cent,  until  the  2$th  day  ©f 
December,  1750,  and  from  thence  three  pounds  ten 
(hillings  per  cent,  per  annum,  until  the  25th  day  of 
December,  1757.  When  the  aft  was  paffed  and 
public  notice  thereof  given,  the  greater  part  of  the 
public  creditors  affented  to  the  terms  propofed. 
The  market  price  of  the  public  funds  at  that  time 
being  fo  much  above  par,  as  to  make  it  more  the  in- 
ter eft  of  the  dock-holder  to  continue  his  property 
there,  than  to  receive  from  government  no  more 
than  the  principal  money  firft  advanced.  The  three 
companies  of  the  Bank,  Eaft-India,  and  South-Sea, 
however,  would  not  fubfcribe  ;  and  when  the  ac- 
count of  the  fums  which  had  been  fubferibed  was 
delivered  into  the  houfe  of  commons  in  March  fol- 
lowing, it  appeared  that  between  eight  and  nine 
millions  were  not  fubferibed,  betides  the  debts  due 
to  the  three  great  companies  in  their  corporate  ca- 
pacity. The  minifter,  previous  to  the  fctting  on 
foot  this  plan,  had  guarded  againft  the  confequences 
that  might  arife  from  the  reft  iff  humour  of  the  ftock- 
holders,  by  having  obtained  from  the  monied  men 
of  the  nation,  aflu ranees  of  their  afliftance  to  any 
amount  that,  confidering  the  real  value  which 
money  then  bore,  could  poffibly  be  required  fi> 
that  he  was  provided  with  the  means  of  paying  off 
fuch  non-fubferibers,  by  creating  new  loans  on  the 
terms  which  had  been  rejefted  by  the  preient  credi- 
tors. But  this  ability  he  was  not  willing  to  exert. 
He  rather  chofe  to  allow  farther  time  to  fuch  as  had 
negleded  to  dofc  with  the  firft  offer,  but  that  they 

might 
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might  in  fomc  meafure  fufFer  by  their  contumacy ; 
the  intereft  of  three  and  a  half  per  cent,  per  an- 
num was  propofed  to  be  paid  to  thefe  fecond  fet  of 
fubferibers,  no  longer  than  until  the  25th  day  of 
December  1755.  To  afford  them  an  opportunity 
of  doing  which,  fubferiptions  were  received  until 
the  30th  day  of  May  1750.  Thus  the  fecond  fub- 
fcribcrs  had  a  reduction  of  their  intereft  from  three 
and  a  half  to  three  per  cent,  two  years  fooncr  than 
thofe  of  the  firft  fubfeription.  Such  as  remained 
finally  determined  not  to  fubferibe,  had  their  prin- 
cipal money  paid  out  of  the  finking  fund.  The 
a6fc  of  parliament  which  authorized  this  ftep,  con- 
tained a  claufe  which  empowered  the  Haft- India 
Company,  in  cafe  they  fubferibed  all  their  ftock 
within  the  time  limited,  to  borrow  any  fums  not  ex- 
ceeding four  millions  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
by  lale  of  annuities,  viz.  three  millions  two  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  after  the  feveral  rates  of  intereft 
in  the  terms  of  this  fecond  fubfeription,  and  one 
million  more  at  the  rate  of  three  per  cent,  per  an- 
num. The  three  companies  at  length,  relu&antly 
acquiefced  in  a  meafure,  which  by  oppofing  they 
would  have  fuftained  a  confiderable  lofs,  without" 
preventing  the  regulation  taking  place.  It  was  a  trial 
of  ftrength  between  the  minifter,  and  thofe  great 
commercial  bodies,  which  the  wants  of  govern  mer  e 
had  firft  given  exiftence  to.  Nothing  could  prove 
the  flourifhing  ftate  of  the  nation  more  irrefrsga- 
bly,  than  the  accomplilhment  of  this  redudtion  of 
the  intereft  on  the  national  debt.  That  it  fhould 
be  effected  without  any  national  difturbance  or  dif- 
quiet,  aftoniflied  all  Europe.  It  appeared  almoft 
incredible  for  government  at  the  clofe  of  a  long 
and  expenfive  war,  which  had  confiderably  drained 
the  country,  and  augmented  the  enormous  burden 
of  national  debt,  to  find  money  for  paying  off  fuch 
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of  the  public  creditors  as  might  choofe  to  receive 
their  principal,  rather  than  fubmit  to  a  reduction  of 
the  intereft. 

Whillt  this  meafure  was  debating  in  parliament, 
Mr.  Pelham  undertook  to  prove,  from  the  regifter 
of  exports  and  imports  at  the  cuftom-houfe,  that 
the  commerce  of  the  kingdom  was  more  extenfive 
at  this  than  at  any  former  period    and  that  the  pub- 
lic credit  was  ftrong  enough  to  admit  of  an  expert 
ment  which  he  would  not  prefume  to  hazard,  ex- 
cept upon  a  moral  certainty  of  its  being  firmly 
rooted,  beyond  the  power  of  accident  or  fa&ion  to 
fliake  or  overturn.    He  declared  that  his  defign  of 
reducing  the  intereft  upon  the  funds,  was  the  refult 
of  the  love  he  bore  his  country,  and  an  opinion 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  fervants  of  the  crown  to 
eafe  the  burdens  of  the  people.    He  faid  he  had 
conferred  on  this  fubjed  with  perfons  of  the  molt 
approved  knowledge  and  undoubted  experience  j 
and  chofe  to  promulgate  the  method  propofed  for 
alleviating  the  load  or  the  national  debt,  that  the 
public  in  knowing  the  particulars  of  the  fcheme, 
might  have  time  to  confider  them  at  leifure,  and 
ftart  fuch  objedtions  as  ihould  occur  to  their  reflec- 
tion, before  it  fhould  be  too  late  to  adopt  amend- 
ments.   He  obferved,  that  nothing  could  more 
clearly  demonftratc  the  vigour  of  public  credit,  and 
the  augmentation  of  national  commerce,  than  the 
price  of  ftock,  which  had  within  three  years  ad- 
vanced very  confiderably ;  and  the  duties  on  im- 
ports, which  in  nine  months  had  added  one  million 
to  the  finking  fund,  notwithstanding  a  very  extra- 
ordinary Aim,  which  had  been  paid  as  bounties  for 
exported  corn.    He  expreffed  great  tendernefs  and 
regard  for  the  interefts  of  thofe  who  had  advanced 
their  money  for  the  fervice  of  the  government ;  de- 
claring that  his  aim  was  to  contrive  a  fair,  honeft, 
4  and 


Digitized  by  Google 


4o8      NAVAL  HISTORY      [Book  VI. 


m 

71 

eumbrances,  by  lowering  the  inter  eft,  conformable 
to  parliamentary  faith,  and  agreeable  to  the  rules  of 
eternal  juftice  *. 

On  the  fifth  day  of  October,  1750,  a  treaty  was 
concluded  at  Madrid,  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain,  by  which  the  right  of  the  South  Sea  Company 
in  the  afficnto  treaty  for  four  years  was  given  up. 
The  fu«n  of  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  was  agreed 
to  be  paid  by  the  king  of  Spain,  as  a  compensation 
to  the  company  for  their  lodes,  and  as  a  full  balance 
of  all  accounts.  The  duties  to  be  paid  by  Britifh 
fubjefts  in  the  ports  of  Spain,  were  reduced  to  the 
rates  eftablifhed  by  Charles  II.  of  Spain ;  and  the 
EngHfli  were  allowed  to  procure  fait  from  the  Ifland 
of  Tortudos  in  the  Weft  Indies.  All  Britifh  fub- 
jrfts  refiding  in  Spain  were  to  be  put  on  the  fame 
footing  with  the  fubje&s  of  the  moft  favoured  foreign 
nation  refiding  there.  By  this  treaty  a  period  was 
finally  put  to  all  foreign  commerce  whatever,  of  the 
South  Sea  Company. 

The  northern  American  colonies  were  enabled  to 
fet  on  foot  a  new  branch  of  commerce,  by  an  aft  of 
parliament  now  patted  to  encourage  the  importation 
of  pig  and  bar  iron  from  his  majefty's  colonies  in 
America,  but  they  were  prohibited  by  the  fame  aft 
from  ere&ing  any  mill  or  other  engine  for  flitting  or 
roiling  of  iron,  or  any  plating  forge  to  work  with 
a  tilt  hammer,  or  any  furnace  for  making  of  fteel. 
The  nation  derived  great  advantages  by  this  encou* 
ragement  given  to  the  colonies :  before  the  palling 
of  tais  law  iron  ufed  to  be  purchafed  from  Sweden 
on  very  high  terms,  and  for  which  ready  money  was 
paid  henceforth  it  was  procured  from  Britifli  fub- 
jefts,  who  in  exchange  received  the  manufactures  of 
the  Mother  Country. 

*  Smottctfs  Continuation,  Vol.  I.  p.  6s» 
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The  trade  to  the  coaft  of  Guinea  engaged  the  at- 
tention of  the  legiflature.  This  trade  was  origi- 
nally monopolized  by  a  joint-dock  company,  which 
had  from  time  to  time  received  confiderable  fums 
from  parliament  to  enable  them  to  maintain  fortifi- 
cations on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  in  order  to  proteft 
the  commerce  carried  on  there  j  it  was  now  thought 
neceflary  to  lay  open  that  trade  for  all  Britifh  fub- 
jects,  and  that  the  forts  and  fetdements  on  that  ex- 
tenlive  coalt  fliould  be  kept  up  at  the  public  expence; 
but  that  all  fuch  as  trade  to  or  from  thecoaft  of  Africa, 
from  Cape  Blanco  quite  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  fhould  be  confidered  as  a  body-corporate, 
though  not  trading  in  their  corporate  capacity,  not 
having  any  joint  or  transferable  ftock,  nor  the  pri- 
vilege of  borrowing  money  on  their  common  feal. 
The  direction  of  the  affairs  of  this  new  company 
was  entrufted  to  a  committee  of  nine  perfons,  an- 
nually cholen,  who  were  to  meet  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don ;  the  majority  of  whom  had  a  power  given 
them  to  make  orders  for  the  governing  and  im- 
proving the  forts,,  factories,  &c.  but  they  were  re- 
flected from  interfering  with  the  trade  or  traders. 
All  fuch  as  defigned  to  trade  to  Africa  were  to  pay 
forty  (hillings  to  the  Chamberlain  of  London,  for 
an  admifllon  into  the  freedom  of  this  company,  and 
every  individual  thus  admitted  had  a  right  to  vote 
for  three  perlons,  who  were  to  compofe  the  com- 
mittee for  London  ;  the  like  fine  was  required  from 
every  Briftol  trader,  r  and  thefe  traders  alio  chofe 
three  committee-men  j  and  the  fame  regulation  was 
made  for  Liverpool.  This  committee  was  to  be 
chofen  annually.  The  money  arifing  from  thefc 
fines  to  be  applied  to  the  difcharge  of  the  wages, 
falaries,  &c.  of  the  officers  employed  in  the  fetde- 
ments, and  to  the  prefervation  of  the  forts.  The 
accounts  of  the  manner  in  which  the  money  fo 
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arifing  was  difpofed  of,  were  to  be  regularly  kept  in 
London,  and  fubjeft  to  the  infpeftion  of  any  mem- 
ber of  the  company.  The  conduct  of  this  body  of 
men  was  fubject  to  the  fuperintendency  of  the  com- 
miflioners  of  trade  and  plantations.  The  com- 
mittee was  authorized  to  deduct  annually  eight 
hundred  pounds  for  defraying  the  falaries  of  their 
clerks,  at  the  three  ports  of  London,  Briftol,  and 
Liverpool,  and  all  other  incidental  expences,  and 
whatever  furplus  remained  of  that  fum,  after  all 
charges  were  defrayed,  the  committee  were  empow- 
ered to  divide  among  themfelves,  as  a  compenfation 
for  their  trouble.  Soon  after  thefe  regulations  took 
place,  the  Britifh  parliament  voted  to  the  Old 
Royal  African  Company  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and 
twelve  thoufand  one  hundred  and  forty-two  pounds 
three  (hillings  and  three-pence,  as  a  compenfation 
for  their  charter,  lands,  forts,  flaves,  ftores,  and 
other  effects. 

Several  ftatutes  had  already  been  made  at  diffe- 
rent times,  to  encourage  the  fubjedh  of  Great  Bri- 
tain to  carry  on  and  improve  the  whale  fifhery.  For 
this  purpofe  a  bounty  of  twenty  (hillings  a  ton  on 
all  (hipping  employed  in  that  fifhery  had  been 
given*,  which  was  now  increafed  to  forty  (hillings 
per  ton  ;  and  for  the  encouragement  of  the  Britifh 
colonies  in  America  to  engage  in  this  fifhery,  the 
like  bounty  was  given  to  their  (hips  employed 
therein  f. 

As  nothing  could  moreeffentiallyferve  a  commer- 
cial country,  by  increafing  the  number  of  its  fea- 
men,  than  extenfive  fifheries,  the  commons  took 
meafures  for  the  encouragement  of  the  whirjfc-her- 
ring  fifhery  along  the  northern  coafl  of  Great  Bri- 
tain.   From  this  the  Dutch,  who  were  chiefly  cm- 

* 

*  <th  and  13th  George  II.  f  22  George  II.  cap.  4.5. 
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ployed  in  it,  had  derived  very  fubftantial  advan- 
tages. A  committee  of  the  houfe  of  commons  was  there- 
fore appointed  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  Britifti 
fi(hery.  In  confequence  hereof  a  bounty  of  thirty  (hil- 
lings per  ton  was  granted,  payable  out  of  the  cuftoms, 
to  all  new  veflels  from  twenty  to  eighty  tons  burden, 
which  (hould  be  built  for  herring  or  cod  fifliery,  and 
actually  employed  therein*  Several  opulent  and 
public-fpirited  merchants  and  gentlemen  compofed 
an  afibciation,  and  fubferibed  a  large  capita),  in 
order  to  carry  into  execution  thefe  deflgns.  This 
fociety  became  incorporated  by  an  aft  of  parliament, 
under  the  name  of  the  free  Britifh  fifliery,  but  their 
charter  was  not  exclufive  of  private  adventurers. 
They  were  empowered  to  raife  a  capital  not  exceed- 
ing five  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  for  fo  much  of 
which  as  was  aftually  employed  in  the  fifheries  1 
three  and  a  half  per  cent,  intereft  per  annum,  was 
paid  out  of  the  cuftoms  for  the  term  of  fourteen 
years.  The  inhabitants  of  the  northern  parts  of 
Scotland  (hewed  a  ftrong  inclination  for  embarking 
in  this  defign,  and  agents  were  appointed  at  the 
different  fca-ports  in  order  to  receive  fubferiptions 
for  profecuting  the  trade,  under  the  direftion  of  the 
company  at  London.  But  though  the  nation  in 
general  eagerly  embraced  this  fcheme,  many  men  of 
parts  and  knowledge  oppofed  the  bill  in  its  progrefs 
through  the  two  houfes  of  parliamenr.  In  the  houfe 
of  lords  particularly,  the  bill  met  with  great  oppo- 
fition.  It  was  objected  to  as  a  crude  indigefted 
fcheme,  which,  in  the  execution,  would  not  be 
found  to  anfwer  the  public  expectation.  The  earl 
of  Winchelfea  and  lord  Sandys  obferved,  that  the 
Dutch,  by  whom  the  fifliery  had  been  hitherto  in  a 
manner  engroflcd,  could  not  poflibly  be  rivalled  by 
a  joint-ftock  company,  which  is  always  clogged 
with  extraordinary  expence ;  whereas  the  Dutch  are 
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patterns  of  unwearied  induftry,  and  the  molt  rigid 
ceconoray.  Thcfe  lords  reprefented  the  impropriety 
of  fitting  out  vefielsat  the  port  of  London,  where  all 
forts  of  materials,  labour,  and  feamen,  are  much 
dearer  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  united  kingdom. 
Another  objection  was  railed  again  ft  the  great 
diftance  between  the  metropolis  and  the  found  of 
Brafia  in  Shetland,  the  rendezvous  at  which  all  the 
herring-buffes  were  to  aflemble  at  the  beginning  of 
the  fiihing  feafon,  and  the  dangers  attending  the 
voyage.  The  heavy  duty  upon  fait,  ufed  in  curing 
the  filh  for  fale  was  Jikewife  pointed  out.  All  thefe 
impediments  lay  in  the  way  of  a  commerce,  which,, 
when  mofl  fuccefsful,  could  be  expected  to  yield 
only  fmall  profits  to  thofe  concerned  in  it,  though 
the  community  at  large  might  derive  effential  ad- 
vantages. The  duke  of  Argyle  and  the  earl  of 
Granville,  on  the  other  hand,  fupported  the  bill 
with  all  their  force  of  reafoning.  They  confidered 
it  as  a  branch  of  trade  which  could  not  be  fuccefs- 
fully  fet  on  foot,  without  fo  large  a  fum  of  money 
as  was  beyond  the  abilities  or  inclinations  of  any 
individual  to  embark  in  it.  They  were  of  opinion, 
that  a  joint- flock  company  would  be  able  to  profe- 
cute  the  fifliery  at  a  fmaller  expence,  than  that  which 
particular  traders  mud  neceffarily  incur :  they  in- 
lifted  that  the  fpirit  of  the  nation,  which  was  then 
eagerly  bent  on  trying  the  experiment,  ought  not  to 
be  baulked  by  delay,  left  it  fhould  evaporate.  Ad- 
mitting that  the  plan  was  not  unexceptionable,  yet 
the  defects  of  it,  when  that  by  experience  they  be- 
came more  diftinctly  vifible,  were  remediable  by  the 
legiflature.  After  a  warm  conteft,  the  bill  was 
pa/Ted  to  the  general  fatisfaftion  of  the  nation. 

The  company  chofe  for  their  governor,  his  royal' 
highnefs  the  prince  of  Wales,  who  received  this 
proof  of  their  attachment  and  refpett  with  particular 
2  marks 
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marks  of  fatisfa&ion :  the  prefident  and  vice-prefr 
dent  were  both  aldermen  of  London;  and  the 
council  was  compofed  of  thirty  gentlemen,  the  ma- 
jority of*  whom  were  members  of  parliament. 
Great  pains  were  taken,  and  fome  artifice  was  ufed> 
to  learn  the  Dutch  method  of  curing  their  fifli. 
People  crowded  with  their  fubferiptions ;  a  number 
of  hands  were  employed  in  building  and  equipping 
thebulfes  or  veffel s  to  be  ufed  in  the  fifliery;  and  the  molt 
favourable  confequences  were  expected  from  the  ge- 
neral vigour  and  alacrity  which  animated  thefe  pre- 
parations. But  the  fuccefs  did  not  gratify  the  fan- 
guine  hopes  of  the  projectors  and  adventurers.  The 
objections  made  in  the  houfe  of  lords  foon  ap- 
peared to  be  well  founded  :  thefe  co-operating  with 
milmanagement  in  the  directors,  the  fpirit  of  the 
company  began  to  flag,  the  natural  conlequence  of 
commercial  disappointment ;  and  now  the  Britifh 
.  fifhery  feems  to  ianquifli  under  the  negledt  of  the 
legiflature  *. 

The  moft  remarkable  aft  which  paffed  in  the 
feiTion  of  175 1,  was  that  of  regulating  throughout 
Great  Britain  and  the  dominions- fubjeft  to  the  Bri- 
tifh crown,  the  commencement  of  the  year,  and 
for  correcting  the  Calendar,  according  to  the  Gre- 
gorian computation,  which  had  been  adopted  by  all 
the  other  nations  of  Europe.  By  this  new  law  ic 
was  decreed>  that  the  new  year  mould  begin  on  thc 
firft  day  of  January,  and  that  eleven  intermediate 
nominal  days,  between  the  2d  and  14th  days  of 
September  1752,  mould  in  that  year  be  omitted, 
ib  that  the  day  fucceeding  the  2d  mould  be  deno- 
minated the  14th  of  that  month.  The  Julian  Ca- 
lendar, or  Old  Style,  fuppofed  the  tropical  year  to 
confift  of  three  hundred  and  fixty-five  days  and  fix 

•  Smollctt'i  Continuation,  Vol.  I,  p,  jt, 
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hours.  In  the  year  1582,  Gregory  XIII.  the  then 
pope,  by  the  help  of  the  beft  aftronomers,  difcovered 
the  error  in  this  calculation,  which  was  eleven  mi- 
nutes and  five  feconds  more  than  the  exad  time. 
It  appeared  that  in  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine 
years  and  three  hundred  and  thirty-feven  days  and  a 
half,  it  made  an  error  of  one  whole  day,  and  in 
four  hundred  Julian  years,  an  error  of  three  days 
one  hour,  fifty-three  minutes,  and  twenty  feconds. 
Since  the  time  of  the  council  of  Nice,  in  the  year 
three  hundred  and  twenty-five  to  the  year  1701,  the 
Old  Style  was  computed  to  have  occasioned  an  error 
of  eleven  days,  by  which  the  vernal  equinox  appeared 
to  happen  eleven  days  fooner  than  by  the  N.  S.  it 
really  does,  fo  that  the  10th  day  of  March  was 
more  properly  the  21ft.  The  object  with  the  pon- 
tif,  in  rectifying  this  error,  was  to  fettle  the  true 
time  for  celebrating  the  feaft  of  Eafter,  but  the 
chief  view  of  theBritifh  legiflature  in  making  this 
innovation,  was  to  derive  mercantile  benefits  there- 
from ;  the  difference  of  eleven  days  frequently  00 
cafioning  errors  and  miftakes  in  bufinefs  and  as  the 
legal  year  began  on  the  25th  day  of  March,  a  whole 
year  was  frequently  miftaken,  through  inadvertency 
in  our  chronological  hiftories.  '1  he  year  from 
thenceforth  was  appointed  to  commence  on  the  ift 
day  of  January,  with  all  the  reft  of  chriftendom. 

In  the  year  1753,  a  frefti  attempt  was  made  to  lay 
open  the  trade  to  Turkey,  and  a  bill  was  brought 
into  the  houfe  of  commons  for  that  purpofe.  The 
fubject  had  been  fo  fully  canvaffed  before,  that  no 
new  arguments  were  adduced  in  the  debate  which 
arofe  thereon,  but  the  fentiments  of  the  houfe  had 
changed  fince  the  queftion  had  been  laft  darted,  and 
the  bill  pa(Ted  into  a  law.  By  this  ad  of  parliament 
any  Britifh  fubjeft  may  obtain  the  freedom  of  the 
Turkey  company,  by  paying  or  tendering  a  fine  of 
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twenty  pounds;  and  the  commiflloners  for  trade  and 
plantations  may  be  appealed  to  by  any  feven  freemen 
of  the  company,  who  are  diflatisfied  with  the  rules 
or  by-laws  made  at  a  general  court ;  and  if  the  ob- 
jections appear  valid,  that  board  is  empowered  to 
annul  fuch  regulations.  Thus  the  trade  from  Great 
Britain  to  the  Levant  became  fo  far  free,  as  was  con- 
fident with  jhe  nature  of  fuch  commerce :  but  this 
interpofuion  of  the  legiflature  has  been  of  little 
avail  to  recover  a  branch  of  trade,  which  has  been 
fo  long  declining,  efpecially  confidering  the  advan- 
tages which  the  French  enjoy,  by  thefhortnefs  of  the 
voyage  from  Marfeilles  to  the  Levant,  and  one 
wind  being  only  neceffary  for  the  whole  paflage. 

The  parliament  granted  a  farther  fum  of  two 
thoufand  pounds  to  the  commiflloners  of  longitude, 
to  enable  them  to  give  all  due  encouragement  to  in- 
genious perfons  in  their  endeavours  to  attain  the 
wilhed-for  difcovery.  A  like  fum  had  been  granted 
in  the  12th  year  of  queen  Anne,  one  thoufand  feven 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  of  which  had  been  ex- 
pended in  the  following  manner,  viz.  one  thoufand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  to  Mr.  John  Harri- 
fon  for  various  experiments  which  he  had  made,  and 
by  which  the  probability  of  effecting  the  difcovery 
was  greatly  encreafed,  and  five  hundred  pounds  to 
Mr.  William  Whifton  for  furveying  and  determining 
the  longitude  and  latitude  of  the  chief  ports  and 
head-lands  on  the  coaft  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, and  the  iflands  and  plantations  thereto  be- 
longing. 

Another  ftatute  of  this  feflion  of  parliament 
paffed,  though  not  without  violent  oppofition,  was 
entitled,  "  An  act  to  permit  perfons  profeffing  the 
Jewifli  religion,  to  be  naturalized  by  parliament, 
and  for  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned."  By  an 
aft  of  the  7th  of  James  II.  and  another  of  the  13th 
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George  II.  all  fuch  as  were  to  be  naturalized,  were 
firft  to  receive  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper, 
and  to  take  the  legal  oaths  to  the  king.  <c  Where- 
by," fays  the  preamble  to  this  ftatute,  "  many  per- 
fons  of  confiderable  fubftance  profeiTing  the  Jewifli 
religion,  are  prevented  from  being  fo  naturalized." 
It  was  now  therefore  enacted,  "  That  Jews  may, 
upon  application,  be  naturalized  by  parliament, 
without  receiving  the  facrament,  provided  they,  and 
all  others  hereafter  to  be  naturalized,  fhall  be  abfo- 
luteiy  fubject  to  the  difabilities  exprefled  in  ^  former 
act**,  and  alfo  who  fhall  have  previoufly  inhabited 
for  three  years  in  his  majefty's  dominions,  without 
being  abfent  three  months  at  any  one  time.  But 
the  a&  exprefly  prohibits  all  Jews  from  purchafing 
or  inheriting  any  advowlon,  or  right  of  patronage, 
or  prefentation,  or  other  right  to  any  benefice,  pre- 
bend, or  other  ecclefialtical  living  or  promotion, 
fchool,  hofpital,  or  donative. 

This  ad:  was  no  fooner  pafled,  than  it  threw  the 
whole  notion  into  the  moft  violent  purturbation,  and 
as  a  general  election  was  then  approaching,  the 
rniniftry  were  greatly  alarmed  at  the  execrations 
which  were  uttered  againft  them  from  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom.  To  remove  this  caufe  of  national 
difcontent,  the  very  firft  bufinefs  which  was  brought 
forward  the  enfuing  feflion,  immediately  after  the  ad- 
drefstothe  king  was  agreed  to,  was  arepealofthisact: 
the  duke  of  Ne  wcaftlc  prefen t  ing  a  b ill  for  this  purpofe : 
he  informed  the  houfe  that  the  clamorous  and  dif- 
contented  had  availed  themfelves  of  the  acl:  pafled 
lad  feflion  in  favour  of  the  Jews,  to  excite  a  ferment 
among  his  majefty's  fubje&s  ;  and  as  the  ad  was  in 
itfelf  of  little  importance,  he  was  of  opinion  it 
ought  to  be  repealed.  m 

*  i  George  I# 
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In  confequence  of  petitions  prefented  by  the  • 
fugar-refiners,  and  grocers  of  London,  Weftmin- 
fter,  and  Briftol,  complaining  of  the  exorbitant 
price  demanded  and  given  for  fugars  imported  from 
Jamaica,  defiring,  that  the  proprietors  of  land  in 
Jamaica  might  be  obliged  to  cultivate  a  greater 
quantity  of  ground  for  raifing  fugar-canes,  or  that 
they  (the  petitioners)  might  have  leave  to  import 
Mufcovado  fugars  from  other  countries,  when  the 
price  of  thofe  imported  from  Jamaica  fhould  ex- 
ceed a  certain  tatej  the  houfe  refolved  itfelf  into  a 
committee  to  deliberate  on  this  fubjed.    Their  en- 
quiries produced  a  refolution,  "  that  the  peopleing 
of  Jamaica  with  white  inhabitants,  and  cultivating 
the  lands  thereof,  would  be  the  mod  proper  mea- 
sure for  fecuring  that  ifland,  and  increafing  the 
trade  and  navigation  between  it  and  Great  Britain, 
and  other  parts  of  his  majefty's  dominions.  That 
the  endeavours  ufed  by  the  legislature  of  Jamaica 
to  increafc  the  number  of  white  inhabitants,  and 
enforce  the  cultivation  of  lands,  in  the  manner  that 
might  beft  conduce  to  the  fecurity  and  defence  of 
that  ifland,  had  not  been  effectual  for  thefe  purpofes. 
The  houfe  ordered  a  bill  to  be  framed  on  thefc 
refolutions ;  but  this  was  poftponed  until  the  mi- 
niftry  ftiould  receive  more  full  information,  touch- 
ing the  true  f^ate  of  that  ifland.    The  planters  of 
Jamaica  laboured  under  many  grievances  and  hard- 
Jhips,  from  divers  heavy  impolit ions  and  reftricTions  $ 
«nd  a  detail  of  thefe  was  tranfmitted  in  a  repre- 
fentation  to  his  majelty,  which  was  referred  to  the 
confideration  of  the  commiflioners  of  trade  and 
plantations.    The  interefts  of  the  planters  were 
well  fupported.    Among  the  forcmoft  and  the  ableft 
of  their  advocates  was  Mr.  Alderman  Beckford,  a 
native  of  that  ifland,  and  poffeffed  of  vaft  property 
there. 
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The  hiftory  of  this  period  is  little  more  than  a 
detail  of  parliamentary  proceedings.    A  bill  was 
brought  in  for  punilhing  mutiny  and  defertion  of 
officers  and  foldiers  in  the  fervice  of  the  Eaft-Ihdia 
Company,  and  for  the  punilhment  of  offences  com- 
mitted in  the  Eaft-Indies  and  the  ifland  of  St.  He- 
lena.   This  being  a  meafure  of  a  very  extraordinary 
nature,  all  the  members  were  ordered  to  attend  the 
houfe  on  the  day  fixed  for  the  fecond  reading.    At  „ 
the  fame  time  all  charters,  commiffions,  and  autho- 
rities, by  which  any  powers  relative  to  a  military 
jurifdiclion,  or  the  exercife  of  martial  law,  had  been, 
granted  or  derived  from  the  crown  to  the  faid  com-' 
pany,  were  fubmitted  to  the  perufal  of  the  mem-' 
bers.    The  bill  was  by  rnanv  confidered  as  a  dan- 
gerous  extenfion  of  military  power,  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  civil  rights  claimed  by  Britifh  fubjects,  and 
as  fuch,  violently  contefted  by  the  earl  of  Egmont, 
lord  Strange,  and  Mr.  Alderman  Beckford,  Theif 
objeftions  Were  anfwered  by  Mr.  Murray,  folicitor- 
general*,  and  Mr.  York,  fon  of  the  chancellor*  At 
length  the  miniftry  giving  their  countenance  to 
the  bill,  after  very  warm  debates,  it  parted  into 
a  law. 

In  the  beginning  of  March  1754,  died  Mr.  Pel-* 
ham  j  his  lofs  was  not  only  felt  by  his  fovereign, 
but  by  the  nation  in  general.  This  minifter  was  fo 
Fortunate  as  to  prefcrve  the  public  good  opinion, 
fcven  while  he  purfued  meafures  which  were  not  en- 
tirely approved.  The  lofs  of  fuch  a  head  Was  the 
more  deeply  felt  at  this  jun&ure,  being  the  eve  of  a 
general  eleftion  for  a  new  parliament,  when  everf 
adminiftration  is  fuppofed  to  exert  itfeTf  with  re*» 
doubled  vigilance  and  circumfpeftion-  He  had  al- 
ready concerted  the  meafures  for  fecuring  a  rrtajo* 
rity,  and  his  plan  was  faithfully  executed  by  his 
friends  and  adherents,  who  continued  10  cngrtris  the 
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adminiftration.  His  brother,  the  duke  of  New- 
caftle,  was  appointed  firft  lord  commiffioncr  of  the 
treafury,  and  was  fucceeded  as  fecretary  of  ftate  by 
Sir  Thomas  Kobinfon,  who  had  long  refidcd  as 
ambaffador  at  the  court  of  Vienna.  The  other  de- 
partment of  this  office  was  ftill  retained  by  the  earl 
of  HoldernefTc,  and  the  function  of  chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  was  performed  by  the  lord  chief  juf- 
tice  of  the  king's  bench,  until  a  proper  perfon 
could  be  found  to  fill  that  important  office  5  but  in? 
the  courfe  of  the  fu miner  it  was  beftowed  on  Mr. 
Legge;  Nfr-  George  Grenville,  brotherto  earl  Tem- 
ple became  treafurer  of  the  navy,  and  Mr.  Charles 
Townfhend  was  appointed  a  commiffioner  at  the 
board  of  admiralty.  The  year  1754  gave  birth  to 
ft  noble  defign,  for  the  improvement  of  the  ge- 
neral commerce  of  Great  Britain,  in .  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  the  fociety*  for  the  encouragement  of 
arts,  manufactures,  and  commerce  j  the  fole  object 
of  which  inftitution  was  the  advancement  of  in- 
genious and  commercial  arts  upon  the  uioft  li- 
beral principles :  honorary  and  pecuniary  rewards 
were  propofed,  both  to  excite  emulation  and  induftry. 
This  fociety  was  firft  fet  on  foot  by  lord  Folkftone, 
lord  Romney,  the  excellent  Dr.  Stephen  Hales, 
and  a  few  ojther  private  gentlemen ;  and  as  there 
were  already  two  focieties  of  a  fimilar  kind,  one  in 
Scotland,  and  the  other  in  Ireland,  this  fociety 
confined  its  premiums  folely  to  that  part  of  Great- 
Britain  called  England,  and  our  own  colonies, 
plantations,  and  fettlements  in  Africa,  Africa, 
and  AG*-  Ic  began  with  advertifing  premiums  for 
.  the  encouragement  of  young  perfons  of  both  fexc$ 
in  the  arts  of  drawing  and  defigning*  for  the  en- 
<our^gement  alio  of  our  planters  in  America,  for 
fifing  all  the  rich  ancj  precious  productions  of  the 
COMawic^  of  Spaailli  and  Portugucfc  America,  a$ 
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well  as  of  Afia  and  Africa.  Much  public  benefit 
has  accrued  from  this  laudable  inftitution,  and  it  is 
to  be  regretted,  that  it  hath  lately  much  declined 
in  its  importance,  and  confequently  in  its  ufeful- 
nefs, 

A  mercantile  writer,  about  this  time,  attempted 
to  afcertain  the  commerce  which  Great-Britain  car- 
ried on,  by  computing  the  number  of  trading  (hips, 
and  the  amount  of  their  tonnage,  which  failed 
from  the  feveral  ports. 
He  fuppofes  two  thoufand  (hips  to  be 

employed  in  foreign  trade  during  the 

year  1754,  and  the  tonnage  thereof 

to  amount  to      —  — 
He  fuppofes  a  like  number  of  coaftingl  Ifoon 

veffels,  which  may  contain  j     *  '  0 


Tons. 
170,000 


Total  tonnage  320,000 

But  this  calculation  has  been  thought  by  many  to 
be  confiderably  below  the  real  amount,  which 
others  conjecture  to  be  at  leaft  500,000  tons. 

Soon  after  the  peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  a  frelh 
caufe  of  diffention  between  Great-Britain  and  France 
feemed  to  arife  ;  for  no  fooncr  were  commiflioners 
appointed  by  both  crowns  to  meet  at  Paris,  and 
compromife  thefe  difputes,  than  the  French  em- 
ployed every  art  of  chicane  to  perplex  and  protract 
the  negotiation.  They  not  only  mi  (interpreted 
treaties,  though  expreffed  with  the  utmoft  precis 
fion,  and  perplexed  the  conferences  with  difficulties 
and  matter  foreign  to  the  fubject,  but  they  carried 
the  finefTe  of  perfidy  fo  far,  as  to  produce  falfe 
charts  and  maps  of  the  country,  in  which  the  rivers 
and  boundaries  were  mifplaced  and  mifreprefented. 
The  infincerity  of  the  French  court  appeared  far- 
therj  in  affected  delays  and  artful  objections,  with 
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rcfpeft  to  the  evacuation  of  the  neutral  iflands  in 
the  Weft-Indies ;  the  governors  of  the  Britifh  plan- 
tations, in  different  parts  of  America,  tranfmitted 
intelligence,  foon  after  the  conclufion  of  the  peace, 
that  the  French  had  begun  to  make  encroachments 
on  the  back  of  the  Englifh  colonies  *.  At  length, 
the  conferences  at  Paris  broke  up,  without  any  bufi- 
nefs  having  been  fettled,  or  any  point  in  conteft 
cleared  up.  The  twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Utrecht  had  inverted  Great-Britain  with  the  right 
of  poffefling  Nova-Scotia,  called  by  the  French 
Acadia,  according  to  its  ancient  limits ;  and  this 
ceflion  was  confirmed  by  the  treaty  of  Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle.  The  Englifh  infifted,  that  the  ancient  limits 
of  Nova-Scotia  were,  the  fouthern  bank  of  the  ri- 
ver St.  Laurence  to  the  north,  and  Pentagoet  to  the 
weft*  That  the  French  themfclves  looked  upon 
Acadia  as  a  country  of  this  extent,  when  they  pof- 
fefled  it  in  1632,  was  proved  by  a  letter  of  Louis 
the  Thirteenth,  to  the  fieurs  Charnifay  and  La  Tour, 
in  which  he  regulates  their  jurifdittions  in  Acadia, 
and  by  other  inconteftible  evidence.  The  French 
commiffioners  laboured  to  prove,  upon  the  autho- 
rity of  maps  and  certain  writers,  that  the  ancient 
limits  of  Acadia  comprehended  no  more  than  the 
fouth-eaft  part  of  the  peninfula*  but  thefe  teftimo- 
nies  were  proved  to  be  futile  and  mifquoted,  and 
the  moft  accurate  of  the  French  geographers,  as 
well  as  the  moft  celebrated  of  their  ancient  topo- 
graphical American  hiftorians,  fuch  as  Champlain 
and  Denys,  were  brought  toatteft  the  prefent  claims 
made  by  the  Englifh  to  be  founded  in  juftice,  and 
the  general  agreement  of  mankind,  for  more  than 
a  century  paft.  The  claim  of  the  Englifh,  in  fhort, 
#as  fupported  by  a  regular  feries  of  plain  and  de- 

*  Smollett's  Cootimiation,  Vol*  I.  p.  84. 
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cifive  evidence,  fo  that  their  right  of  poflcfllng  this 
diftrift,  to  the  exclufion  of  the  French,  was  appa- 
rent. A  philofopher,  who  reafons  upon  firft  prin- 
ciples, might  perhaps  heve  obferved  upon  thia 
concroverfy,  that  the  Englifh  and  the  French  were 
difputing  for  a  country,  to  which  neither  pf  them 
had  any  juft  pretenfions  ;  but  fuch  fentiments  oe* 
ver  mingle  themfelvcs  with  the  affairs  of  th$ 
world ! 

Whift  Europe  enjoyed  a  fliort  repofe,  in  Afia  the 
conteft  for  power  between  the  two  rival  companies, 
occafioned  fcarce  any  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities :  thefe 
xook  their  rife  from  the  civil  wars  which  were  car- 
ried on  by  thofe  country  governments,  which  were 
formed  on  the  weftern  peninfuia  of  India*  The 
Subordination  of  thefe  dillrifts  to  the  emperor  of 
Jliadoftan,  who  is  known  in  Europe  by  the  title  of 
the  Great  Mogul,  had  been  rigidly  enforced  until 
live  year  1738,  when  that  fcourge  of  mankind,  Na- 
dir Shah,  the  tyrant  of  Perfia,  poured  like  a  deluge 
ever  this  devoted  country.  Delhi,  the  capita)  of 
the  empire,  a  city  of  immenfe  extent,  unparalleled 
wealth,  and  fuppofed  to  contain  two  millions  of 
inhabitants,  became  the  prey  of  the  invader.  The 
Mogul  empire  fell  with  its  metropolis.  All  the 
petty  princes,  or  nabobs,  who,  for  time  immemo- 
rial, had  been  tributaries  to  this  powerful  ftate, 
flow  emancipated  themfelves  from  their  depen- 
dence. Nothing  could  contribute  more  cffeftually 
*Q  aggrandize  the  Europeans,  who  had  fettjed  in 
various  parts  of  this  extended  coaft,  than  the 
wvarchy  which  prevailed  among  the  native*.  Both 
^he  French  and  Englifh  now  extended  their  views 
beyond  the  limits  of  commercial  advantages ;  they 
leagued  with  one  petty  prince  to  dethrone  another, 
and  the  fuperiority  of  European  difcipline  and  va- 
lour, fecured  conqucft  to  that  party  with  whom 

they 
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they  confederated*  Great  occaftons  make  great 
men :  the  afoeft  of  affairs  in  India  drew  forth,  from 
an  obfcure  htuation,  a  man,  who  became  afterwards 
equally  diftinguiflied  for  the  boldnefs  of  his  enters 
prizes,  and  the  brilliancy  of  their  fuccefs.  Captain 
Give  firft  diftinguifhed  himfelf,  when  at  the  head 
of  two  hundred  and  ten  Europeans ;  he  attacked 
Arcot,  the  capital  of  a  kingdom  bearing  the  fame 
name,  and  fituated  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Madrafs  and  Ponditherry.  Two 
competitors  for  the  government  had  rifen  :  the 
French,  in  confideration  of  enlarging  their  poflefc 
fions  around  Pondicherry,  by  being  put  into  poffef- 
fion  of  a  large  traft  of  country,  joined  their  forces 
to  Sundah  Saheb,  one  of  the  contending  princes, 
who  thus  fupported,  defeated  and  flew  his  rival 
Anawerde  Khan.  This  fuccefs  awakened  the  Eng* 
lifli ;  they  immediately  took  the  part  of  the  van- 
quifhed  family.  Thus  a  bloody  war  was  again 
lighted  between  the  factories  of  France  and  Eng~ 
land,  at  a  time  when  their  refpe&ive  fovcreigna 
were  upon  terms  of  friendfliip. 

Dupleix,  the  French  commander,  had  figured  un- 
rivalled on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel,  and  had  ren- 
dered himfelf  the  arbiter  of  the  fate  of  princes, 
when  Mr*  Clive  flrft  began  his  glorious  career, 
which  has  fince  procured  almoft  all  Bengal  to  the  Eng- 
lifli  company.  The  latter  acquired,  and  retained,  the 
grandeur  and  riches  of  which  Dupleix  had  a  glhnpfe. 
This  extraordinary  man  condu&ed  the  defign  upon 
Arcot  with  fuch  iccrecy  and  difpatch,  that  he  was 
in  pofieflion  of  the  capital  before  the  enemy  was 
apprized  of  his  undertaking.  His  moderation  to 
the  inhabitants,  of  whofe  perfona  and  effects  h* 
was  then  the  abfolute  difpofer,  procured  him  the 
hearts  of  the  natives,  who  fought  every  opportunity 
»£  rendering  him  fcrviccs :  by  their  means  his  army 

was 


Digitized  by  Google 


4*4      NAVAL  HISTORY       [Book  Vt* 

was  well  fup plied  with  provifions,  and  he  had  the 
carlieft  intelligence  of  every  motion  of  the  enemy; 
Sundah  Saheb,  the  French  nabob,  foon  invefted 
Arcor,  at  the  head  of  a  numerous  army;  and  the 
operations  of  the  fiege  were  conducted  by  European 
engineers.  Captain  Give  kept  the  enemy  in  con* 
tinual  alarms  by  refolute  fallies ;  but  on  the  14th 
day  of  Oftober  175 1>  the  nabob  having  made  two 
breaches  in  the  walls,  began  a  general  afiault* 
They  were  received  with  fuch  firmnefs  and  fpirit 
as  they  could  not  make  head  againft  *  they  were 
therefore  repulfed  in  every  quarter  with  great  lofs, 
and  obliged  precipitately  to  raife  the  fiege* 

A  reinforcement  of  European  troops,  under  the 
command  of  captain  Kirkpatrick,  coming  very  fea- 
fonably,  juft  as  the  befiegers  were  retreated,  cap- 
tain Clive  purfued,  and  coming  up  with  them  oil 
the  3d  day  of  December,  an  obftinate  battle  was 
fought  on  the  plains  of  Arani,  and  a  decifive  vic- 
tory obtained  by  the  Englifh ;  after  which  the  con- 
queror repaired  to  fort  St.  David.  Early  in  the 
fpring  of  1752,  he  again  took  the  Meld,  with  about 
three  hundred  Europeans,  and  a  body  of  natives, 
which  ferved  merely  to  give  an  appearance  of  num- 
bers to  his  army.  With  thefe  he  marched  to  Ko- 
veripauk,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Arcot,  where 
the  enemy  was  entrenched,  with  eight  pieces  of 
cannon.  Their  forcevcoHfifted  of  fifteen  hundred 
feapoys,  feventeen  hundred  horfe,  a  body  df  na- 
tives, and  one  hundred  and  fifty  Europeans.  Clive, 
with  his  little  army,  forced  their  entrenchment* 
with  fixed  bayonets.  The  French  troops  thereupon 
threw  down  their  arms,  a  great  (laughter  of  the  na-  * 
tives  enfued,  but  numbers  faved  themfelves  by 
flight.  All  the  cannon  and  baggage  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  vi&ori. 

^1  ^ tej 
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After  this  exploit  the  command  in  chief  devolved 
on  major  Laurence,  then  arrived  from  England  ; 
colonel  Clive,  however,  ftill  continued  to  be  ac- 
tively employed.  At  the  head  of  four  hundred 
European  foldiers  he  drove  both  the  French  and  the 
country  power  before  him.  Sundah  Saheb  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  nabob  of  Tanjour,  who  was  in  alli- 
ance with  the  Englifli  company  j  and,  according  to 
the  cruel  manners  which  prevail  in  that  country, 
was  inftantly  put  to  death.  This  ftate  of  warfare 
had  produced  a  train  of  events  fo  deftruftive  to  the 
interelts  of  the  French  company,  that  in  the  year 
17 S3  Dupleix  was  recalled,  and  M.  Duvelar  fenc 
out  from  France  to  fucceed  him  in  the  command. 
He  concluded  a  convention  with  the  Englifh,  the 
tendency  of  which  was,  that  every  thing  mould  be 
reftored  that  had  been  taken  by  either  fince  the 
peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle,  only  the  fucceffes  of  the 
Englifh  procured  for  them  a  furrender  of  certain 
diftricts,  which  were  convenient  for  their  com- 
merce. 

How  much  the  commerce  carried  on  by  France 
to  the  eaft  was  benefited  by  the  reftoration  of  peace, 
appears  from  authentic  accounts  of  the  merchandize 
imported  at  L'Orient  in  the  year  1754,  in  fifteen 
£aft-India  (hips ;  the  fale  of  thefe  cargoes  producing 
one  million  and  a  half  fterling  money  *. 

Very  different  were  the  views  of  France  in  Ame- 
rica to  thole  which  prevailed  in  the  Eaft-Indies. 
While  the  Britifh  colonies  formed  on  the  eaitern 
coafts  were  rapidly  increafing  in  population,  and 
were  bufied  in  commercial  purfuits,  the  French 
were  enclofing  them  in  by  forts  erected  on  their 
back  fettlements  j  but  the  particular  account  of 
xhcfc  encroachments  will  be  given  in  the  next  chap- 
ter: in  the  mean  time  the  following  account  of  the 
productions  and  commerce  of  South -.Carolina, 

*  AxulcrfoB  00  Commerce,  V#l.  II.  p.  408. 
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which  was  tranfmitted  to  England  in  the  year  1753, 
deferves  to  be  recorded. 

Eight  Months  Exportation*  from,  and  Importations  tcx 

Charles-Town,  viz.  from  the  1 2tb  Day  of  No* 
'    vember,  1752,  to  the  iitb  Day  of  July,  1753. 

Exported. 

Rice         —        —       31>4i8  barrels. 

Pitch  —  i3>8l4 

Tar         —  —  6,221 

Turpentine         —  3,80a 

Beef  —  26  3 

Pork  —  —  234 

Deer-lkins  —  303  hogfhead*. 

Lumber  —  591,412  feet. 

Shingles       —      —     581,020  pieces. 

Cafk-ftaves        —  7*>932 

Imported. 
Rum,  921  hogmeads,30  tierces,  93  barrels. 
Sugar,  113  hoglhcads,  5  tierces,  160  barrels,  63 

bafkets. 
Indian  corn,  63,315  buQiels. 
Negroes,  511. 
Flour,  3425  barrels. 
Salt,  9463  bufhels. 

Madeira  wine,  230  hogfheads,  44  barrels.  * 

From  South-Carolina  are  exported  great  quanti- 
ties of  oranges  and  lemons  of  various  kinds,  to  the 
more  northern  plantations  on  the  continent:  and 
thefe  commodities  would  furnilh  an  important  arti- 
cle for  exportation,  if  the  fruits  would  keep  during 
the  paffage  to  Great-Britain ;  but  that  has  been 
found  impra&icable.  There  are  fundry  kinds  of 
druf*s  produced  in,  and  exported  from,  Carolina, 
though  not  particularifed  nor  mentioned  in  this 
fummary  account ;  which,  however,  may  be  fuffi- 
cicnt  to  give  a  tolerable  idea  of  the  incrcafing  trade 
of  that  fine  province. 

•  Anckifon  on  Coram  tree,  VeK  lit  p,  406* 
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Nanus  $fthe  Lord-High -Admirals  and  CommiJJiontrs  for  exe- 
cuting that  Office^  from  the  Tear  1673,  when  the  Duke  of 
York  reftgnedy  down  to  the  prefent  'Time* 


> 


And 

thofe 
Officers 
for  the 
time 
being. 


July  9,1673.  as  Car.  II. 

FUNCE  RUPERT  "I 
Anthony  earl  of 
Shattbury,  lord 
chancellor 
Thomas  lord  vifcount 
O  (burns,  lord  trca- 
furer 

Arthur  earl  of  Angle- 
ley,  lord  privy  fcail  J 
George  duke  of  Buckingham 
lames  duke  of  Monmouth 
fohn  duke  of  Lauderdale 
fames  duke  of  Ormond 
len .  carl  of  Ail  ington,  fee.  of  (late 
Sir  Geo.  Carteret,  vice  chamberlain 
Henry  Coventry,  Eiq;  fee.  of  ftate 
Edward  Seymour,  Elq; 

Sept.  14,  1677.  29  Car.  II. 
Prince  Rupert 

Heneage  lord  Finch,  lord  chancell. 
Tho.earl  of  Danby,  lord  treafurer 
Arthur  earl  of  Angiefea,  lord  privy 
real 

James  duke  of  Monmofuth 
John  duke  of  Lauderdale 
James  duke  of  Ormond 
Thomas  earl  of  OiTory 
Henry  earl  of  Arlington,  lord 

chamberlain 
William  earl  of  Craven 
Sir  Geo.  Carteret,  vice  chamberlain 
Henry  Coventry,  Efq;  7  fecrctaries 
Sir  Joleph  Williamlon  J  of  ftate 
Sir  John  Ernie,  chancellor  and  un- 

der-treafurer  of  the  Exchequer 
Sir  Thomas  Chicheiy,  knt.  mafter 

of  the  ordnance 
Edward  Seymour,  Elq; 

May  14, 1*79.  31  Car.  II. 
Sir  Henry  Capel,  knt. 
Daniel  Finch,  Efq} 
Sir  Thomas  Lee,  brt. 
Sir  Humphry  Winch,  hrt. 
Sir  Thomas  Meere*,  knt. 
Edward  Vaughan,  Elq;  * 
Edward  Hales,  Elqj 

Feb.  10,  1679  80.  3a  Car.  II. 
Daniel  Finch,  Elq; 
Sir  Humphry  Winch,  brt. 
W.Thomas  Meeres,  knt. 


Edward  Hales,  Efq; 
William  vifcount  Isrouncker 
Sir  Thomas  Littelton,  brt. 

Jan.  20, 1681.  33  Car.I  . 
Daniel  lord  Finch 
Sir  Humphry  Winch,  bit. 
Sir  Thomas  Meeres,  knt. 
Edward  Hales,  Efq; 
William  vifcount  Brouncker 
Henry  Saville,  Efq} 
Sir  John  Chicheley 

April  17,  1684.  36  Car.  H. 
Daniel  earl  of  Notting- 
ham 

Sir  Humphry  Winch,  brt. 
Sir  Tho.  Metres,  knt. 

Edward  Hales,  brt.  r 
Henry  Saville,  Efq; 
Sir  John  Chicheley,  knt 
Arthur  Herbert,  Efq; 
^ohn  lord  Vaughan 


This 

com- 
miflioa 
was 
revoked 
May 
2a, 
1C84.. 


ine  James  11.  managed  th  e  admi- 
ralty-stairs by  fecretary  Pepys 
all  the  time  of  his  reign. 
March  8, 168J8  9.  1  Win,  IU.  and 

Mary. 
Arthur  Herbert,  Etqj 
John  earl  of  Carbery 
Sir  Michael  Wharton 
Sir  Thomas  Lee,  brt. 
Sir  John  Chicheley,  knt. 

Sir  John  Lowther  of  Whitehaven, 
bit. 

William  Sicheverill,  Efq; 

Jan.  ao,  1689.   1  Wm.  and  Mary. 

Tho.  carl  of  Pembroke  and  Mont- 
gomery 

John  earl  of  Carbury 

oir  Thomas  Lec,  brt. 

Sir  John  Lowther  of  Whitehaven, 
bit. 

Sir  John  Chicheley,  knt. 
June  5,  1690.   z  Wm.  and  Mary. 
Tho.  earl  of  Pembroke  and  Mont- 
gomery 
J»hn  earl  of  Carbery 
Sir  Thomas  Lee,  brt. 
Sirjn.  Lowther  of  Whitehaven,brt. 
£dward  Ruflel,  Elq; 
Sir  Richard  Onflow,  brt. 
Henry  Pricftman,  Efqj 

I  i  i  *  Jan. 
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Jan.  t%,  1690-1.  3  Wm.  &  Mary. 

Tho.  earl  of  Pembroke  and  Mont- 
gomery 

Sir  Thomas  Lee,  brt. 

Sir  John  Lowther  of  Whitehaven, 
bit. 

Sir  Richard  Onflow,  brt. 
Hetry  Pritftman,  Efqj 
Anthony  vtfcbuntFauikland 
Robert  AuHcn.  Elq} 

March  10,  1691-2.  4  Wm.  and 

Mary. 
Charles  lord  Coinwallis 
Sii  lohn  Lowrhcr,  bit. 
Sir  Richard  Onflow,  bi  t. 
Henry  Prirftmnn,  Eiqs 
Anthony  vifcount  Faulkland 
Kobert  Ail  (ten  •  Elijj 
Sir  Robert  Rich,  km.  and  bit. 

April  15,  1693.  5  Wm.  &  Mary. 

Anthony  vifcount  Faulkland 

Sir  John  Lowiher,  rot. 

Henry  Pricitman,  E  qj 

Kobert  Auften,  Eiqj 

Sir  Robert  Tlich,  knt.  and  brt. 

Henry  Kn^grcw,  Elqj 

§ir  Ralph  Delavtf,  knt. 

Jvlay  2,  1694.  7  Win.  and  Mary. 

Edward  Rullel,  Efqj 

Sir  John  Lowther  brr. 

Hei  ry  Piieltir.an,  Elq; 

Kobert  Auiren,  Kiq; 

2>ir  Robtit  Rich,  knt.  and  brt. 

Sir  George  Rook,  knt. 

Sir  John  Houbion,  knt. 

Feb.  28,  1695-6.  7  Wm.  III. 
Edwurd  Ruflel,  Efq; 
Henry  Pritftman  Elqj 
Robert  Auften,  Efqj 
Sir  John  Rich.  knt.  and  brt. 
Sh* George  Ro^k,  knt. 
Sir  John  Houbion,  knt. 
James  Kendall,  Liq; 

June  5,  1697.  9Wm.UI, 
Edward  earl  of  Oiford 
H>nry  Prieftman,  Eiq; 
Sir  Robert  Rich,  knt.  and  brt. 
Ss  George-  Rook,  knt. 
Sir  John  Houb  on,  knt. 
Tames  Kendall,  Elq; 
Goodwin  Wharton,  Efq; 

June  2, 1699.   11  Wm.  Ill, 
John  earl  of  bndre water 
John  lord  Havafiiam 


Sir  Robert  Rich,  knt.  and  brt.* 
Sir  George  Rook,  Efqj 
Sir  David  Mitchell,  knt. 

*  Sir  Robert  not  degraded,  but 
continued  in  the  rank  he  was  in 
before,  though  not  advanced. 

Nov.  1,  1699.   11  Wm.  III. 

fohn  earl  of  Bridgewater 
fohn  lord  HaveHham 
lir  George  Rook,  knt. 
Sir  David  Mitchell,  knt. 
"George  Churchill,  Efqj 


April  j.,  17 
rl  of  J 


roi.    m  Wm.  IIT. 
Pembroke  and  MonN 


Tho.  ear 
gomery 

ohn  lord  Havcriham 
ir  George  Rook,  knt. 
Sir  David  Mitchell>  knt. 
George  Churchill,  Efq» 

Jan.  26, 1 70 1.  13  Wm.  TIT. 
Tha  earl  of  Pembroke  and  MonU 
gomery 

May  28, 1702.   1  Anne. 
His  royal  highncis  George  prince 
of  Denmark 

June  to,  1707.   6  Anne. 

His  royal  highneis  "J 

George  prince  of  I  On  account 
Denmark,  high-  >     of  the 
admiral  of  Great  [  UNION. 
Britain  J 

N. lines  of  the  perfons  appointed 
by  his  royal  highnefs  for  his 
council,  viz. 

May  22,  1702.  1  Anne. 
Sir  George  Rook,  knt. 
Sir  David  Mitchell,  knt. 
George  Churchill,  Efq; 
Richard  Hill,  knt. 

March  29,  1703.   2  Anne. 
Sir  GeoigeRook,  knt. 
Sir  David  Mitchell,  knt. 
George  Churchill,  Efq: 
Richard  Hill,  Efq; 
Hon.  James  Bridges,  Efq; 

April  30,  1704.    3  Anne. 
Sir  George  Rook,  knt. 
Sir  David  Mitchell,  knt. 
George  Churchill,  Efqj 
Richard  Hill,  Efqj 
Han.  lame*  Bridges,  Efq; 
Hon.  Henry  Pagett,Elqj 

Feb* 
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Feb.  ft,  170S-6.  4  Anne. 
Sir  David  Mitchell,  lent.' 
George  Chuichill,  Elq; 
Richard  Hill,  Efq; 
Hon.  Henry  Pagett,  Efq; 
Sir  Cioudefley  Shovt.ll,  knt. 
Robert  Walpole,  Efq; 
Sir  Stafford  Fairbornc,  lent. 

April  19,  1708.    7  Anne. 
Right  hon.  David  earl  of  Wcmys 
George  Churchill,  Efq: 
Richard  Hill,  Efq; 
Hon.  Henry  Pagett,  Efq; 
Sir  Stafford  Fairboi  ne,  knt. 
Sir  John  Leake,  knt. 

June  to,  1708.   7  Anne. 
Right  hon.  David  earl  of  Wemyt 
Gtorge  Churchill,  E/q; 
Richard  Hill,  Efq; 
Hon.  Henry  Pagett,  Efqj 
Sir  John  Leake,  knt. 
Sir  James  Wifhart,  knt. 

Note,  the  prince  died  the  28th  of 
October,  1708,  and  the  queen 
acted  in  this  interval  by  Mr. 
Burchett. 

Nov.  *9,  1708.   7  Anne. 
Tho.  carl  of  Pembroke  and  Mont- 
gomery 

Nov.  8,  i7*o.  7  Anne. 
Edward  earl  of  Or  ford 
Sir  John  Leake,  knt. 
Sir  George  Byng*  knt. 
George  Doddington,  Efqj 
Paul  Methuen,  Efq; 

Oct.  4, 1710.   9  Anne. 
Sir  John  Leake,  knt. 
Sir  George  Byni,',  knt. 
Georee  Doddington,  Efq; 
Paul  Methuen,  Efq; 
Sir  William  Drake,  knt.  and  brt. 
John  Aillable,  Efq; 

Dec.  10,  1710.    9  Anne. 
Sir  John  Leake,  knt. 
Sir  George  Byng,  knt. 
Sir  William  Drake,  knt.  and  bit. 
John  Aiflebie,  Elq; 
Sir  James  Wifhart,  knt. 
George  Clarke,  Efq; 

Sept.  30, 1712.   11  Anne. 
Thomas  earl  of  Strafford 
Sir  John  Leake,  knt. 
Six  George  Byng,  knt. 


Sir  William  Drake,  knt.  and  brt. 

iohn  AiOabie,  Efq; 
ir  James  Wifhart,  knt. 
George  Clarke,  Efq; 

Jan.  19,  1713.    la  Anne. 
The  lame  commiflion,  leaving  out 
Sir  George  Byng. 

April  9,  1714.    13  Anne, 
Thomas  earl  of  Stafford 
Sir  John  Leake,  knt. 
Sir  William  Drake,  knt.  and  brt 
Sir  James  Wifhart,  km. 
George  Clarke,  Efq; 
Sir  George  Beaumont 

Oa.  14,  1714.   1  Geo. 
Edward  earl  of  Oiford 
Sir  George  Byng,  knt. 
George  Doddington,  Efq; 
Sir  John  Jennings,  knt. 
Sir  Charles  Turner,  knt, 
Abraham  Stanyan,  Efqj 
George  Baillie,  Efq; 

April  16,  1717.   3  Geo. 
James  carl  of  Berkeley 
Matthew  Aylmer,  Efq; 
Sir  George  Byng,  knt.  and  brt. 
John  Cockburne,  Efq; 
William  Chetwynd,  Efq; 

March  19, 1717-18.   4  Geo. 
James  earl  of  Berkeley 
Sir  George  Byng,  knt.  and  bit. 
Sir  John  Jennings,  knt. 
John  Cockburne,  Elq;  * 
William  Chetwynd,  Efq; 
Sir  John  Nori  is,  knt. 
Sir  Charles  Wager,  knt. 

*  Here  Mr.  Cockburne  Hands 
after  Sir  John  Jennings,  becaufe 
Sir  John  was  in  the  preceding 
commiflion,  without  ever  attend- 
ing at  the  board,  by  rcafon  of  Mr. 
Aylmer's  being  placed  before  him. 

Oft.  10,  17a  1.   3  Geo. 
James  earl  of  Berkeley 
Sir  John  Jennings,  knt. 
John  Cockburne,  Elq; 
William  Chetwynd,  Lfqi 
Sir  John  "Norris,  knt. 
Sir  Charles  Wager,  knt. 
Daniel  Pultney,  Efq; 

June  11, 1725.   11  Geo, 
James  earl  of  Berkeley 
Sir  John  Jennings,  knt. 
John  Cockbtirne,  Efqj 
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Wiiliam  Cbetwynd,  Efq$ 
Sir  John  Norri*,  lent, 
iir  Charles  W3ger,  knt. 
Sir  George  Oxenden,  bit* 

June  i, 1717.   13  Geo* 
lames  can  at  Berkeley 
John  Cockburne,  Efqj 
William  Chetwynd,  fcfqi 
Sir  lohn  N orris,  knt. 
Sir  Charles  Wager,  knt. 
Sir  George  Oxenden,  brt. 
Sir  Thomas  Littelton,  brt. 

Augufta,  i7*7».  '  Geo.  II. 
Lord  v  {count  i  orrington 
John  Cockburne,  Elqj 
Sir  John  Norris,  knt. 
Sir  Charles  Wager,  knt. 
Sir  Thomas  Littelton,  brt. 
Lord  vifcount  MuJpas 
Samuel  Molyncaux,  Efqj 

June  r,  17*8.   i  Geo.  II. 
Lord  vifcount  Torrington 
John  Cock  bur  ne,  Efq; 
Sir  John  Norris,  knt. 
Sir  Charles  Wager,  knt. 
Sir  Thomas  Littelton,  brt. 
Lord  vifcount  Malpas 
Sir  William  Yonge,  knt. 

May  19,  171Q.  *  Geo.  II. 
Lord  vifcount  Torrington 
John  Cockburne,  Efqj 
Sir  Joint  Norris,  knt. 
Sir  CharJes  Wager,  knt. 
Sir  Thomas  Litelton,  knt. 
Sir  William  Yonge,  knt. 
Lord  Archibald  Hamilton 

May  13,  1730.   3  Geo.  II. 
Lord  vifcount  Torrington 
Tobn  Cockburne,  Efqj 
Sir  Chides  Waber,  knt. 
Sir  Thomas  Littelton,  brt. 
Lord  Archibald  Hamilton 
Sir  Thomas  Frarklaiui;  brt. 
Thomas  Winnington,  Eiq; 

June  15,  173 2.    6  Geo.  II. 
Lord  vifcount  Torrington 
Sir  Charles  Wager,  knt. 
Sir  Thoma*  Litulton,  bit. 
Lord  Archibald  Hamilton 
Sir  Thomas  Frankland,  brt, 
Thomas  Winnington,  Efqj 
Thomas  Clutter  buck,  Efqj 

June  ai,  1733.    7  Geo.  II. 
fir  Charles  Wager,  km. 


Sir  Thomas  Littelton,  brt. 
Lord  Archibald  Hamilton 
Sir  Thomas  Frankland,  bit. 
Thomas  Winnington,  Efqj 
Thomas  Clueterbuck,  Efqj 
Lord  Harry  Pawlett 

May  at,  1736.  o  Geo.  IL 
Sir  Charles  Wager,  knt. 
Sir  Thomas  Littelton,  brt. 
Lord  Archibald  Hamilton 
Sir  Thomas  Frankland,  brt.* 
Thomas  Clutterbuck,  Efqj 
Lord  Harry  Pawlett 
John  Campbell,  Elqj 

March  i»,  173S.   la  Geo.  II. 
Sir  Charles  Wager,  knt. 
Sir  Thomas  Littelton,  brt. 
Sir  Thomas  Frankland,  brt. 
Thomas  Clutterbuck,  Efqj 
Lord  Harry  Pawlett 
John  Campbell,  Elq; 
Lord  Vere  fieauclerk 

May  15, 1741.   ia  Geo.  II. 
Sir  Charles  Wager,  knt. 
Sir  Thomas  Fiankland,  btt. 
Lord  Harry  Pawlett 
John  Campbell,  Efijj 
Lord  Vere  Beauclerk 
Lord  Glenorchy 
Edward  Thompfon,  Efq; 

March  19,  1741.    15  Geo.  II. 
Daniel  earl  of  Wmchelfea  and 

Nottingham 
John  Cockburne,  Efq; 
Lord  Archibald  Hamilton 
Lord  Baltimore 
Philip  Cavendift,  Efq; 
George  Lee,  L.  L.  D. 
John  Trevor,  Efqj 

Dec.  13,  1743.    17  Geo.  II. 
Darnel  rail  or  Winchelfea 

iohn  Cockburne,  Efq; 
,ord  Archibald  HamiitoB 
Lord  Baltimore 
George  Lee,  L.  L  D. 
Sir  Charles  Hardy,  knt. 
John  Philipfon,  Elq; 

Dec.  1 744..   i3  Geo.  II. 
The  duke  of  Bedford 
Lord  Sandwich 
Lord  Archibald  Hamilton 
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*  Lord  Vere  Beauclerk 
Lord  Baltimore 
Jeorge  Anion,  Elq; 
George  Grenville,  Efqj 

♦  This  Lord  never  Hood  higher 
than  Fifth  in  any  Commiffion  till 


*f  Here  Lord  Baltimore  ftands 
degraded  to  Fifth, infteadof  Fourth, 
as  tie  flood  in  the  two  preceding 
Commi/fions. 

■ 

Feb.  20,  r747-8. 
John  earl  of  Sandwich 
Lord  Vere  Beauclerk 
George  lord  Atifon 
George  Grenville,  Eiqj 
Right  hon.  Wm.  Barrington 
Wm.  lord  vifcount  Duncannon 
Wilbore  Eiiif,  Efo; 
Honourable  John  Stanhope 

Dec.  1748. 
Honourable  Thomas  Villiers,  in 
the  room  of  the  Hon.  John  Stan- 
hope, deceafed.  The  reft  conti- 
nued. 


Nov.  18,  1749. 
John  earl  of  Sandwich 
George  lord  Anfon 
William  vifcount  Barrington 
William  lord  vifcount  Duncan  no* 
Welbore  Ellis  Efq} 
Honourable  Thomas  Villiers 
Granville  Levclon  Gower,  cons*, 
monly  called  lord  Trentham, 

June  it,  1751. 
Lord  Anfon 

William  vifcount  Barrington 
William  vifcount  Duncannon 
Welbore  Elir,Efq; 
Honourable  Thomas  Villiers 
William  Rowley,  Efqj 
Honourable  Edward  Bofcawen 

April  6,  I754. 
Lord  Aufon 

Lord  vifcount  Duncannon 
Welbore  Eliis,  Efo;; 
Honourable  Thomas  Villiers 
William  Rowley,  Efqj  (created  a 

lent,  of  the  Bath  in  1755) 
Honourable  Edward  Boica> 
Charles  Townfhcnd*  £lcy 
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The  Life  of  Sir  Charles  Wager. 

SIR  CHARLES  WAGER  was  born  in  the  year 
1666,  and  entered  very  young  into  the  fervice  of 
his  country,  where  he  continued  feverai  years  before 
he  was  honoured  with  a  command.  But  his  merit 
at  length  advanced  him  to  thofe  honours  he  fo  well 
deferved.  He  commanded  the  Hampton-Court, 
under  Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel,  in  the  Mediterranean, 
in  the  year  1703 ;  and  alfo  under  Sir  George  Rooke, 
in  the  memorable  battle  off  Malaga,  in  which  the 
French  were  defeated. 

In  the  year  1708  he  commanded  a  fquadron  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  and  performed  that  agreeable 
piece  of  fervice  to  his  country,  namely,  the  inter- 
cepting the  Spanifh  galleons,  of  which  we  have 
given  a  full  account  *j  and  (hall  only  add  here,  that 
the  admiral  of  the  galleons  hoifted  his  flag  in  a  ftiip 
of  fixty-four  brafs  guns,  and  had  between  four  and 
five  hundred  men,  with  near  fix  millions  of  pieces 
of  eight;  the  rear-admiral  had  fifty-five  guns,  and 
between  three  and  four  hundred  men ;  but  upon 
fome  difference  arifing  between  him  and  the  admi- 
ral at  Porto  Bello,  orders  were  given  that  no  money 
fhould  be  put  on  board  her,  fo  that  thirteen  chefts 
of  pieces  of  eight,  and  fourteen  pigs  of  filver, 
which  were  privately  put  on  board  in  the  night,  and 
belonged  to  fome  of  the  paflengers,  was  all  the 
treafure,  except  what  fome  private  perfons  might 
be  pofleffed  of.  The  other  Spanifh  fhips  had  fcarce 
any  money  on  board;  but,  like  their  rear-admiral, 
were  chiefly  laden  with  cacao,  and  only  one  of  them 
of  any  confiderable  force.  The  two  French  fhips 
had  about  a  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of  eight  on 
board* 

L*  Vol.  III.  p.  *5*. 
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On  the  24th  of  July  commodore  Wager  received 
a  commiflion  of  rear-admiral  of  the  blue,  in  con- 
federation of  the  many  fervices  he  had  done  his 
country.  He  continued  to  do  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  annoy  the  enemy,  and  protect  our  trade, 
till  the  latter  end  of  the  fummcr,  when  he  received 
orders  to  return  to  England  ;  and  accordingly  he 
left  Jamaica,  and  arrived  at  St.  Helens  on  the  20th 
of  November. 

On  the  12th  of  November,  1709,  he  was  ap- 
pointed rear-admiral  of  the  red,  and  continued 
ferving  his  country  in  that  ftation  till  the  death  of 
queen  Anne.  He  was  chofen  member  for  Portf- 
mouth in  the  parliament  which  met  in  1716.  Ja 
17 13  he  reprelented  the  borough  of  Weftlow,  and 
In  17J4  was  again  chofen  for  Portfmouth. 

On  the  acceflion  of  king  George  I.  he  was  ap- 
pointed vice-admiral  of  the  red,  and  fcnt  into  the 
>  Mediterranean  to  relieve  Sir  James  Wiftiart.  And 
in  the  year  1717,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  com- 
miffioners  for  executing  the  office  of  lord  high  ad- 
miral of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  In  the  year 
1722  he  again  reprefented  the  town  of  Portfmouth, 
along  with  Sir  John  Norris. 

In  the  year  1726,  he  was  fent  inxo  the  Baltic  with 
a  fquadron  to  aflift  the  Danes  and  Swedes  againft 
the  czarina,  and  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  his  endea- 
vours crowned  with  fuccels ;  for  the  czarina  being 
intimidated  by  the  appearance  of  fo  formidable  a 
fleet,  laid  afuie  all  thoughts  of  attempting  any 
thing  to  the  prejudice  of  Denmark  and  Sweden. 
Sir  Charles  was  gracioufly  received  at  both  thefe 
courts,  and  had  the  honour  to  dine  with  the  king  of 
Denmark. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1727,  Sir  Charles  failed 
from  Spithead  with  fix  fhips  and  two  (loops,  to  join 
admiral  Hopfon,  then  at  Gibraltar,  in  order  to  de- 
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feat  the  intentions  of  the  Spaniards,  who  had  formed 
a  fcheme  for  retaking  that  place,  and  had  actual  1/ 
Opened  the  trenches  before  it ;  but  the  Spaniards 
were  foon  convinced  that  they  had  undertaken  what 
they  could  not  perform,  and  therefore  defifted  front 
any  further  attempts  upon  that  ftrong  fortrefs. 

Sir  Charles  failed  from  Gibraltar  to  the  bay  of 
Tetuan,  where  he  was  courteoufly  entertained  by 
thedey;  but  on  his  return  to  Gibraltar,  the  Spa- 
niards were  again  employed  on  their  works  on 
which  Sir  Charles  took  all  poflible  precautions,  not 
Only  to  prevent  their  carrying  on  any  approaches 
towards  the  place,  but  alfo  for  intercepting  the  gal- 
leons,  then  on  their  return  to  Europe.  Thefe  vi- 
gorous meafures  had  the  dc fired  efteft  ;  for  the  Spa- 
niards immediately  agreed  to  make  up  the  diffe- 
rences then  fubfifting  between  Great  Britain  and 
Spain.  Such  important  fervices  could  not  fail  of 
recommending  him  to  the  favour  of  his  majefty, 
who  gracioufly  received  him  at  his  return  from  the 
Mediterranean.  During  his  abfence  on  this  expe- 
dition he  was  a  fourth  time  elected  member  for 
Portfmouth. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1731,  Sir  Charles 
tyas  appointed  admiral  of  the  blue,  and  fent  with  a 
ftrong  fquadron  into  the  Mediterranean*  in  order 
to  convoy  Don  Carlos  into  Italy,  and  place  him  on 
the  throne  of  Napies ;  which  he  accordingly  per- 
formed, arid  returned  to  St.  Helens,  where  he  ar- 
rived on  the  10th  of  December. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1733,  Sir  Charles, 
on  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Torrington,  was  ap- 
pointed firft  corhmiffioner  of  the  admiralty,  and 
one  of  his  majefty's  moll  honourable  privy-council, 
in  thefe  pofts  he  exerted  himfelf  in  the  fervke  of 
his  cbuntry,  miffing  no  opportunity  of  doing  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  maintain  the  honour  of  the 
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Britifli  flag,  and  reward  fuch  officers  as  were  careful 
to  difcharge  every  branch  of  their  duty. 

In  the  next  year  at  a  genera}  elc&ion,  he  was  cho- 
fen  to  reprefcnt  the  city  of  Weftminfter  in  parlia- 
ment, together  with  lord  Sundon.  And  in  the  yeqr 
1740  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  lords  juftices  for 
the  adminiitration  of  the  government  during  the 
king's  abfence  from  the  kingdom,  when  he  vifued 
his  Hanoverian  dominions.  Whilft  he  continued 
to  hold  this  important  poft,  he  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  admiral  Vernon,  then  in  the  Weft-Indies, 
which  ferves  to  throw  a  light  on  the  political  fen- 
timents  of  this  great  man  *,  and  if  it  does  not  lhew 
him  in  the  light  of  an  elegant  writer,  it  proves  th*t 
he  knew  the  political  interefts.of  Europe,  and 
could  predict  future  events  with  .great  accuracy. 

Sir  Charljss  Wacer/p  Admiral  Vernon. 

*  * 

SIR, 

" THIS  is  to  own  the  receipt  pf  your  letter  by 
captain  Knowles.  The  duke  of  Newcaftle  is  out 
of  town,  but  your  letter  was  read  yefterday  at  the 
regency,  where  your  proceedings  are  very  well  ap- 
proved. The  fleet  that  is  coming  to  you  will  fail 
with  the  firft  wind,  and  to  that  I  refer  you  for  all 
the  news  that  can  be  had  from  hence.  Captayi 
Knowles  being  defirous  to  return  to  yop,  we  ha^e 
put  him  into  the  Litchfield,  which  (hip  is  one  of 
the  fquadron  coming  to  you,  and  I  hope  he  will  be 
of  good  fervicc  to  you,  as  he  is  already  by  your 
account  of  him. 

"  1  find;  by  a  letter  from  captain  Douglas  to  the 
board,  brought  by  Knowles,  that  he  had  taken  a 
Dutch  (hip  from  Cadiz,  bound  to  Vera  Cruz,  which 
had  a  viceroy  on  board  for  Mexico,  which  ftiip  is, 
I  fuppofe,  at  Jamaica  before  now  :  the  Dutch  will, 
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to  be  fure,  expeft  it  to  be  releafed,  as  being  a 
Dutch  Ihip,  and  will  alfo  claim  the  effedts,  though 
Spanifh,  as  the  French  do  by  the  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  them,  which  makes  free  ftiip,  free  goods, 
except  they  be  contraband,  and  the  treaty  defcribes 
what  is  contraband,  and  what  is  not,  and  we  have 
already  had  difputes  with  the  French  upon  that 
head  j  but  as  the  Spaniards  have  declared,  as  it  is 
faid,  that  they  will  feize  all  Englifli  eflfe&s  in  Dutch, 
or  neutral  (hips,  and  have  actually  done  fo  in  more 
inftances  than  one  why  we  fhould  be  fixed  up  by 
the  treaty  when  they  are  not,  I  can  fee  no  reafon, 
though  to  be  fure  the  Dutch  will  claim  the  benefit 
of  thje  treaty*,  as  the  French  alfo  will  j  and  it  is 
faid  that  there  were  at  Cadiz,  bifides  French  and 
Dutch,  a  fhip  or  two  with  Imperial  colours  loading 
goods  for  America.  Sir  John  Norris  is  failed  with 
above  twenty  men  of  war  of  fixty,  feventy,  and 
eighty  guns  to  the  coaft  of  Gallicia,  but  I  fear  he 
will  find  it  impra&icable  to  enter  Fcrrol,  and  burn 
the  fliips  there,  it  being  fo  well  fortified,  and  the 
entrance  fo  narrow,  and  pretty  long,  with  a  num- 
ber of  guns  on  both  fides,  and  a  boom,  or  chain 
acrofs :  the  ftrength  of  the  Spanifh  fleet  is  now 
there,  being  eighteen  or  twenty  (hips,  with  thofe 
that  went  thither  from  Cadiz ;  they  are  in  a  bad 
condition,  as  we  are  informed,  many  men  fick  and 
dead,  and  in  want  of  every  thing   as  are  alfo  the 

*  He  fays  in  another  letter,  "  If  the  Dutch  (hip  was  hired  by  the 
Spaniards,  (he  becomes  a  Spanifh  (hip,  tilt  that  time  is  expired;  if  (he 
was  upon  freight  at  fo  much  a  ton,  it  may  alter  the  cafcj  you  know 
that  in  the  late  wars  with  France  and  Spain,  the  enemies  goods  ufed  to 
be  taken  out,  and  the  (hips  of  neutral  nations  paid  their  freight  tnd  dif- 
mifled ;  but  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht,  of  which  1  (uppoie  you  have  a 
copy  from  this  office,  there  is  an  article,  that  a  free  (hip  (hall  make  free 
good's,  both  in  the  French  and  Dutch  treaty  j  hut  as  the  Spaniards  have 
already  broke  that  treaty,  by  taking  En«liOi  goods  out  of  Dutch  (hips, 
there  is  a  Lex  Talionis,  that  fhould  entitle  us  t«do  the  feme  by  them  § 
but  this  is  only  my  private  opinion.'; 
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troops  in  thofe  provinces,  though  intended,  when 
ordered  thither,  to  make  a  defcent  upon  us,  which 
they  foon  found  impracticable,  for  want  of  all  things 
necefiary  for  it,  though  we  had  no  fleet  to  oppofc 
them ;  but  I  believe  thofe  refolutions  were  taken  to 
amufe  the  king  of  Spain,  who  thought  he  could 
conquer  the  world  ;  but  finding  thofe  things,  and 
taking  Minorca,  but  Chimeras,  and  hearing-,  at  laft, 
when  they  could  keep  it  no  longer  from  him,  of 
your  fuccefs  at  Porto  Bello,  and  fince  at  Chagre, 
has  put  his  majefty,  as  I  hear  by  the  by,  into  a  fit 
of  melancholy,  that  if  the  queen  did  not  hinder, 
in  all  probability  he  would  refign :  no  doubt  but 
he  was  made  to  believe,  that  the  French  would  join 
him  ;  and  we  having  no  allies,  which  I  think  is  no 
wonder,  confidering  how  we  left  them  in  the  lurch, 
and  forced  them  into  a  difhonourable  peace,  the 
Spaniards  thought,  and  not  without  reafon,  that, 
with  the  French  aflfiftance,  they  could  be  too  many 
for  us :  how  long  the  French  will  keep  out  of  the 
war  cannot  be  known,  but  the  lofs  of  their  com- 
merce  in  the  galleons  and  flota,  if  it  continues,  will 
certainly  incline  them  to  come  into  it  at  laft.  I 
hope  we  fhall  find  fome  allies,  if  they  fhould,  or 
elfe  fuch  a  war  would  be  heavy  upon  us  ;  though  it 
would  be  a  great  prejudice  to  their  trade,  which 
has  prodigioufly  encreafed  fince  the  late  wars,  and  is 
much  more  advantageous  to  their  nation  than  war 
can  be.  There  are,  as  ufual,  great  expectations  from 
yourprefent  expedition;  if  the  foldiers  do  not  fall 
fick  and  die,  as  they  ufed  to  do  formerly,  fomething 
confiderable  will,  no  doubt,  be  done.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  time  of  the  year  will  be  proper 
to  go  firft  to  the  Havannah,  for  fear  of  the  Norths; 
if  not,  I  fee  nothing  confiderable  to  windward  but 
Carthagena  $  but  you  know,  as  well  as  I,  that  what- 
ever is  determined  to  be  put  in  execution,  muft  be 
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immediately  proceeded  upon ;  for  foldiers,  no  more 
than  other  people,  cannot  dp  any  thing  when  they 
*re  dead,  and  that  will  be  their  foe  if  they  ftay  too 
long  at  Jamaica:  the  health  your  fqyadron  have 
bad,  has  been  from  yoyr  keeping  them  constantly 
employed.  You  will  be  the  beft  judge,  who  are 
upon  the  fpot,  what  ihall  be  moA  adyiicable  to  un- 
dertake. I  wifh  we  had  a  fquadron  now  in  the 
South  Sea,  to  nave  a  communication  with  you  from 
Panama;  but  the  proper  feafon  for  that  was  loll. 
I  ,am  fure  you  will  do  whpt  you  can,  and  ib  1  believe 
will  lord  Cathcart,  in  conjun&ion  with  you  ;  he 
is  a  man  of  very  good  temper,  and  a  good  foldicr, 
^nd  I  hope  there  will  be  no  difference  poflible  to 
sirife  between  you.  I  wilh  you  health,  and  all  the 
fuccefs  that  can  reasonably  be  expe&ed,  and  ihall 
remain, 

Admiralty  Office,  Your  humble  fervant, 

Auguft6,  1740.  Charles  Wagkr. 

■ 

■ 

In  the  year  1741  Sir  Charles  Wager  w^s  again  a. 
candidate  with  lord  Sundon,  to  reprefent  the  city 
of  Weftminfter  in  parliament ;  but  4»he  popularity  of 
admiral  Vernon  at  that  time  led  many  of  ihe  inhabi- 
tants of  Weftminfter,  to  wilh  to  fee  him  one  of 
their  reprefentatives.  For  this  purpofc  Sir  Charles 
was  invited  to  join  his  name  with  that  of  the  ^bfent 
admiral  j  but  this  he  declined,  and  continued  tp 
conned  himfclf  with  lord  Sundon.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  admiral's  lady  permitted  a  letter  of  hers  to 
"be  inferted  in  the  public  paper,  in  which  (he  declared 
"  that  herhulband  being  nominated  at  Weftminfter, 
was  not  with  her  knowledge  or  approbation,  nor  of 
any  of  his  friends  as  far  as  (he  knew  "  yet  the  mea- 
sure was  not  dropped.  The  poll  continued  from 
.tie  ad  to  the  8th  day  of  May,  when  a  violent 

tumult 

■» 
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tumult  furnifhed  a  pretext  for  the  books  to  be  clofed, 
and  a  party  of  foldiers  to  be  called  in  to  quell  the 
riot.  The  numbers  upon  the  poll  when  clofed  ftood 
as  follows,  viz: 

For  lord  Sundon  —  3533 

Sir  Charles  Wager  —  3686 

Admiral  Vernon  .   —  3290  ■ 

Mr.  Edwin  —  3 161 

The  voters  of  Weiftminfter  looking  upon  their 
rights  to  be  invaded  by  fuch  proceedings,  prefented 
a  petition  to  parliament,  complaining  of  an  undue 
election  ;  whereupon  the  houfe  of  commons  entered 
into  an  enquiry,  and  declared  the  ele&ion  void. 
A  new  elc&ion  was  appointed  on  the  31ft  day  of 
December,  when  the  lord  vifcount  Pcrcival  and 
Mr.  Charles  Edwin  were  chofen  without  oppofition^ 
As  to  admiral  Vernon,  he  had  been  chofen  for  three 
feveral  places,  viz.  Rochefter,  Ipfwich,  and  Penryn 
in  Cornwall,  fo  that  he  could  not  be  again  put  in  no4 
ruination  for  Weftminfter.  The  following  letter 
written  by  Mr.  Poultney*  afterwards  earl  of  Bath, 
to  admiral  Vernon,  ferves  both  to  throw  a  light  on 
the  trarifaftion,  and  to  difplay  the  chara&cr  of  Sir 
Charles  Wager. 

Dear  SIR, 

"THE  world  here,  and  efpecially  your  friends, 
are  waiting  with  great  impatience  for  a  fecond  ex* 
prefs  from  you,  with  the  news  of  the  furrender  of 
the  town  of  Canhagena,  where  we  hope  you  will  all 
get  great  riches,  to  add  to  the  many  honours  you 
have  already  acquired.  1  write  to  you  but  feldom, 
becaufe  1  know  you  have  but  little  leifure  to  read 

0 

ufelefs  letters,  much  lefs  to  anfwer  them ;  but  yet 
it  is  right  you  fliouid  fametimcs  hear  from  your 

particular 
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particular  friends  and  well-wifhers,  to  know  a  little 
more  truth  than  you  are  likely  to  hear  from  the  mt- 
nifters  alone.  The  great  things  you  have  done  for 
your  country,  greater  almoft  than  ever  man  did, 
have  met,  I  allure  you,  with  a  very  grateful  return 
from  the  generality  of  your  countrymen.  You  are 
certainly,  at  this  time,  the  moft  popular  and  beft 
beloved  man  in  England  :  all  places  that  fend  mem- 
bers to  parliament  have  been  ftruggling  to  have  you 
for  their  reprefentative,  and,  1  dare  fay,  you  might 
have  been  chofen  in  twenty  more  places  than  you 
are  at  prefent. 

"  The  miniftry  (but  when  I  ufe  that  general  term, 
I  mean  the  leading  men  among  them)  has,  as  far  as 
they  could,  or  durft,  oppofed  you  every  where,  and 
fet  you  at  laft  up  in  the  city  themfelves,  with  no 
other  view  than  to  create  confufion  and  diftra&ion 
there.  This  made  the  citizens,  who  faw  their  drift, 
nominate  you  as  a  candidate  for  Weftminfter,  where 
you  would  moft  certainly  have  carired  it  for  one, 
but  for  the  moft  fcandalous  practices,  and  violent 
a£ts  of  power  that  ever  were  made  ufe  of.  Your 
•  friend,  Sir  Charies  'Wager,  had  nothing  to  do  in 
this,  which  I  am  heartily  glad  of,  becaufe  1  efteem 
him  much,  and  know  him  to  be  a  very  valuable 
man,  extremely  amiable  in  his  chara&er  of  private 
life,  and  a  well~wi(her  to  his  country  in  (lis  public 
capacity :  but  as  I  underftand  a  full  account  of  their 
whole  proceedings  had  been  fentto  you,  I  will  trouble 
you  no  further  upon  it :  upon  the  whole,  I  can  tell 
you,  that  we  have  a  good  parliament  chofen,  and 
I  can  allure  you,  by  the  juftcft  calculation,  the  mi- 
niftry  cannot  brag  of  a  lure  majority  of  ten  mem- 
bers in  it  j  I  mean,  to  do  their  dirty  work ;  but  I 
hope  to  fee  a  perfedl  unanimity  in  every  meafure 
that  fhall  be  judged  necefiury  for  the  fupport  of  his 
majefty,  and  the  honour  and  intereft  of  our  country. 

We 
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We  are  told,  that  two  thoufand  men  are  forthwith 
to  be  fent  to  you,  with  all  proper  ftores,  provifions, 
&c.  thcfc  will,  I  hope,  enable  you  to  take  the  Ha- 
vannah>  and  if  we  once  get  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  I 
hope  we  (hall  have  fenfe  and  fpirit  enough  to  keep 
it,  notwithftanding  any  remonftrances,  and  even  the 
combination  of  the  whole  world  to  force  us  to  yield 
it  back  again.  The  poffeffion  of  that  ifland  muft  be 
of  vaft  utility  to  us,  and  make  this  country  for  ever 
matters  at  fea,  in  that  part  of  the,  world,  from 
whence  all  the  riches  flow  to  Europe.  Peru  and 
Mexico  might  be  the  property  of  the  Spaniards, 
tiqder  our  protection,  whilft  they  fuffercd  us  to  en- 
joy a  rtafonable  proportion  of  the  trade,  which  the 
French  have  almoft  engroflfed  for  many  years  paft ; 
but  if  ever  they  pretended  to  ufe  us  again,  as  they  for- 
merly did,  you  have  fliewn  them,  that  even  thofe 
kingdoms  may  be  taken  from  them  likewife.  God 
Almighty  fend  you  fuccefs  in  whatever  you  under- 
take $  and  may  you  finifti  your  career  with  the  fame 
glory  to  yourfelf,  and  advantage  to  your  country, 
that  you  have  begun  it.  I  am,  with  the  greatcft 
truth  and  refpe.it, 

SIR, 

X-ondon,  June  Your  moft  obedient, 

16,1741.  humble  fervant, 

William  Pulteney. 

Soon  after,  he  quitted  his  poft  of  firft  commiffioner 
of  the  admiralty,  and  was  fucceeded  by  the  earl  of 
Winchelfea  and  Nottingham.  Sir  Charles  did  not 
long  furvive  his  retreat  from  public  bulinefs ;  he 
died  the  following  year  in  the  feventy- eighth  year 
of  his  age.  As  he  died  without  iffue  he  left  his 
fortune  to  his  wife,  and  at  her  difpofal ;  except  an 
hundred  pounds  a  year  to  his  filler,  and  a  thoufand 
pounds  to  his  niece  whenever  flic  fhould  marry,  and 

,  yot.m        lii  until 
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until  then;  forty  pounds  a  year.  His  remains  were 
depofited  in  Weftroinftcr  Abbey,  in  the  north-  ifle, 
wher«  an  elegant  monument,  by ,  Schumaker,  is 

ecefibedi  with  the  following  infeription :  . 

\  #  •  •  •  » 

To.  the  memory  of  Sir  Charlbs  Waobr,  Knight* 
Admiral  of  the  white,  firft  commiffioner  of  the 

admiralty,  .*< 
And  privy  counsellor. 
A  main  of  great  natural  talents, 
Improved  byinduftry  and  long  experience: 

Who  bore  the  higheft  commands, 
And  pafl*cd  through  the  greateft  employments, 
With  credit  to  hirnfelf  and  honour  to  his  country, 
He  was  in  his  private  life, 
Humane,  temperate,  juft,  and  bountiful} 
in  public  (tation, 
Valiant,,  prudent,  wife,  and  honed 

Eafy  of  accefs  to  all : 
Steady  and  refoluce  in  his  conduct : 
Sa  remarkably  happy  in  his  prefence  of  mindj  : 
That  no  danger  ever  difcompofed  him* 
Efteemed  and  favoured  by  his  king; 
Beloved  and  honoured  by  his  country ; 
He  died  24th  of  May,  1743.   Aged  fevtnty-feven, 
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The  Life  of  Sir  John  Buchek. 

THIS  eminent  feaman  owed  his  preferment  en* 
tirelyto  intrinfic  worth,  and  not  to  the  powerful 
recommendations  of  family  connections.  He  was 
born  on  the  2d  of  February,  1669,  and  after  re- 
ceiving a  fuitable  education,  entered  on  board  the 
royal  navy,  where  he  fcrved  feveral  years  in  inferior 
ftations,  and  by  learning  to  obey,  became  quali- 
fied to  command.  He  was  appointed  captain  of 
the  Virgin  prize  on  the  25th  of  July,  1697,  and 
was  always  confidered  as  one  of  the  moft  a&ive 
.commanders  in  the  royal  navy.  -He  never  facrificed 
thefervice  of  his  country  to  his  own  private  intereft, 
nor  fought  ftations  that  might  be  attended  with 
greater  advantage  than  thofe  where  he  was  employed 
<in  protefting  the  Englilh  trade  from  the  infults  of 
privateers. 

•He  commanded  the  Shrewsbury  in  that  remark- 
able taftion  near  Sicily,  in  which  the  Spanifti  fleet 
'were.almoft  totally  deftroyed  by  that  of  Great  Bri- 
1  tain,  commanded  by  Sir  George  Byng. 

In  the  year  1728,  he  was  made  rear-admiral  of 
the  blue  j  and  in  the  year  1731,  commanded  under 
Sir  Charles  Wager,  when  don  Carlos  was  placed  on 
<  the  Neapolitan  throne. 

In  the  year  1734,  he  was  made  rear-admiral  of 
the  white,  and  commanded  a  large  fquadron  at 
•Plymouth,  which  was  intended  to  join  the  grand 
fleet  under  Sir  John  Norrisj  and  in  1739,  he  was 
•  Created  vice-admiral  of  the  red. 

The  war  againft  Spain  being  declarrd  in  1739* 
admiral- Balchen  was  fent  in  the  fpring  of  the  next 
year  to  intercept  the  Aflbgue  (hips,  then  expefted 
in  Old  Spain,  under  convoy  of  admiral  Przarro. 
But  the  Spairifli  admiral  being  informed  by  an  ad- 

X-ll  2  vice- 
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vice-boat  that  the  Englifh  were  cruifing  for  him  off 
Cape  Finifterre,  ftood  to  the  northward,  till  he  made 
the  Li2ard,  and  then  bore  away  for  the  Spanifh 
coafts  in  the  bay  of  Bifcay,  and  by  that  means  ef~ 
icaped  the  vigilance  of  admiral  Balchen,  and  arrived 
fafe  at  Sr.  Andero. 

On  the  9th  of  Auguft,  1743,  he  was  appointed 
admiral  of  the  white ;  and  at  the  beginning  of  next 
year,  governor  of  Greenwich  hofpital,  as  fome  re- 
.ward  for  the  many  fervices  he  had  done  his  country, 
and  where  he  intended  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  his 
days  in  peace  and  tranquility,  free  from  the  fatigues 
of  a  fcafaring  life.  But  thefe  pleafing  expectations 
foon  vanifticd  his  country  once  more  demanding 
his  fervicc. 

Sir  Charles  Hardy  had  been  (ent  with  a  large  con- 
voy of  ftore-fhips  to  admiral  Matthews  in  the  Me- 
diterranean, who  was  in  the  utmoft  diftrefs,  his  (hips 
being  almoft  deftitute  of  provifions,  and  their  rig- 
ging in  a  very  bad  condition.  The  French  were  not 
ignorant  of  the  diftrefs  of  the  Englilh  fleet,  and 
therefore  determined,  if  pofiible,.  to  intercept  Sir 
Charles,  with  his  convoy,  or  at  leaft  to  prevent  him 
from  joining  the  admiratin  the  Mediterranean.  Ac- 
cordingly a  large  fleet  was  fitted  out  at  Bred ;  buc 
to  prevent  any  fufpicion,  one  or  two  (hips  only  failed 
out  at  a  time,  all  of  which  joined  in  a  certain  latitude, 
and  then  proceeded  to  execute  their  defjgn.  Sir 
Charles  arrived  fafe  at  Lifbon ;  but  before  he  could 
proceed  on  his  voyage,  the  French  had  blocked  him 
up  in  the  Tagus. 

There  was  now  a  neceflity  for  relieving  SirCharles, 
and  confequently  of  fending  an  admiral  whofe  cou- 
rage and  conduit  could  be  depended  upon.  In  this 
extremity  the  miniftry  call  their  eyes  upon  admiral 
Balchen,  who  accordingly  repaired  to  Portfmourh, 
and  took  on  him  the  command  pf  a  large  fleer,  fitted 
.  out 


Digitized  by 


Chap- IV.]     or  GREAT  BRITAIN.  4+* 

out  for  this  important  fervice.  On  his  arrival  he 
Jioifted  his  flag  on  board  the  Victory,  the  largeft  and 
fincft  (hip  in  the  royal  navy,  and  on  the  17th  of 
Auguft  failed  from  Spithead,  to  relieve  Sir  Charles 
Hardy.  H&*rrived  fiife  at  Lifbon  on  the  9th  of 
September,  and  after  joining  the  fquadron  of  Sir 
Charles,  convoyed  them  to  Gibraltar,  the  French, 
at  his  approach,  retiring  into  Cadiz. 

Admiral  Balchen  having  performed  this  important 
fervice,  proceeded  to  cruize  on  the  coaft  of  Portu* 
gal,  hoping  to  come  up  with  fome  of  the  Breft  fleet ; 
but  the  French  commander  took  care  to  prevent  his 
defign,  by  continuing  in  the  harbour  of  Cadiz. 
The  Britifh  admiral,  on  being  informed  that  the 
French  had  taken  (helter  under  the  fortifications  of 
that  place,  continued  his  courfe  for  England.  But 
on  the  3d  of  O&ober,  he  was  overtaken  by  a  violent 
ftorm,  which  difperfed  the  fleet,  and  the  Vidtory, 
being  drove  on  the  Cafkcts,  funk,  and  every  foul 
on  board  her  perifiicd. 

Thus  the  gallant  Balchen,  when  he  was  entering 
the  channel,  and  retiring  for  ever  from  the  ftorms 
which  fwell  the  ocean  with  tremendous  commotions, 
was  overtaken,  and  buried  beneath  the  foaming 
furface  of  the  deep.  The  whole  nation  (hewed  a 
generous  concern  for  this  terrible  misfortune;  and 
his  majefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  fettle  a  penfion 
of  five  hundred  pounds  per  annum  on  the  admiral's 
lady  during  life  :  and  to  perpetuate  his  memory,  a 
fmall  and  neat  monument  was  ereded  in  Weftmin- 
fter  Abbey,  on  which  is  the  following  infeription  : 

"  Sir  John  Balchen,  Knight,  admiral  of  the  white 
fquadron  of  his  majefty's  fleet }  who,  in  the  year 
1744,  being  fent  out  commander  in  chief  of  the 
combined  fleets  of  England  and  Holland,  to  cruize 
on  the  enemy,  was,  on  his  return  home,  in.  hjs 
majefty's  (hip  the  Viftory,  loft  in  the  channel  by  a 
violent  ftorm.  From  which  fad  circumftance  of  his 

death 
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Heath  we  may  learn,  that  neither  the  greateft  (kill, 
judgment,  or  experience,  joined  to  the  moft  un- 
ftiaken  refolurion,  can  refift  the  fury  of  the  winds 
and  waves ;  and  we  are  taughr  from  the  paflages  of 
his  life,  which  were  filled  with  great  *hd  gallant 
actions,  but  accompanied  with  adverfe  gales  of  for- 
tune, that  the  brave,  the*  worthy,  arid  the  good*  man, 
meets  not  always  his  reward  in  this  world*  Fifty- 
eight  years  of  faithful  and  painful  fervice  he  had 
puffed,  when  being  juft  retired  do  the  govern  rrteftt 
of  Greenwich  hofpical,  to  wear  wt  the  remainder 
of  his  days,  he  was  once  more,  and  for  the  laft 
•time,  called  out  by  his  king  and  country,  whofe  in- 
tereft  he  ever  preferred  to  his  own,  and  his  unwea- 
ried zeal  for  their  fervice  ended  only  with  his  life? 
which  weighty  misfortune  to  his  afflicted  family,  too 
came  heightened  by  many  aggravating  circumftances 
attending  it  j  yet,  amidft  their  grief,  they  had  the 
mournful  confoiation  <to  find  his  gracious  and  royal 
mafter  mixing  his  concern  with  the  general  krmer*- 
tations  of  the  public,  -  for  the  calamitous  fate  of  fo 
zealous,  fo  valiant,  and  fo  able  a  commander  j  and, 
as  a  lafting  memorial  offmcere  love  and  affection 
borne  by  his  widow  to  a  mod  affe&ionatc  and  worthy 
hufcand,  this  hononary  monument' was  ere&edby  her. 

€t  He  was  born  February  thefecond,  1669;  mar- 
ried Sufannah,  the  daughter  of  colonel  Aprecce>  of 
Wafhingly  in  the  county  of  Huntingdon;  died 
O&ober  the  7th,  1744>  leaving  one  fon  and  one 
daughter*;  the  former  of  whom,  George  Balchen, 
furvived  him  but  a  Jhort  timej  for,  being  fent  to  the 
Weft-Indies  in  1745,  commander  of  his  majefty'a 
Ihip  the  Pembroke,  he  died  at  Barbadoes,  tn  De- 
cember -the  fame  year,  aged  tfwehty-eight,  <hdving 
walked  in  the  fteps,  and  imisatcd-the  virtues*  iartd 
bravery  of  his  good,  but  unfortunate  father."- 


Who  married  Mr.  Weft,  af terwardi  aa  adjniral  >  of  whom  more 
be  fad  hereaiccr,,  . 
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The  Life  c/ffirPtTER  Warren. 

THIS  celebrated  commander  was  defcended  from 
an  ancient  family  in  Ireland,  and  received  afuitable 
education- to  qualify  him  for  a  command  in  the  royal 
navy,  in  which  he  ferved  feverai  years  with  the 
greateft  reputation*  always  preferring  his  country's 
intereft  to  his  own,  and  being  indefatigable  in  dif- 
trefling  the  eaemy  and  taking  their  Ihips,  on  ever£ 
ftation  where  he  commanded. 

But  the  tranfa&i on  which  placed  his  great  abilities 
in  their  full  lights  was  the  taking  of  Louifbourgh 
in  the  year  174-5,  when  he  was  appointed  commo- 
dore of  the  Brittfl*  fquadron  fent  on  that  fcrvice* 
of  which  we  have  given  a  full  account,  page  268. 

As  foon  as  the  news  of  Louifbourgh's  being  taken, 
peached  England,  congratulations  from  every  quar- 
ter were  pre  fen  ted  to  his  Britannic  majeffy,  on  which 
joyful  occaTion,  his  majefty  granted  to  general  Pep- 
perell  the  dignity  of  a  baronet,  and  appointed  com* 
modfcre  Warren  fear-admiral  of  the  blue,  as  fomc 
recoflftpeitce  for  their  eminent  fervices. 

The  taking  Uf  C*£e  Breton,  was  a  very  fevere 
ftrok*  to  the  PlfenchV  it  deprived  them  of  their 
valuable  Biherys  and 'was  the  key- of  Canada.  It  is 
therefore  no  wonder  that  they  were  conftantly  on  the 
watch  to  retake  this  favourite  place:  in  the  year 
*747V  they  fitted  out  a  large  fleet  for  this  purpofe, 
and  at  the  fame  titne  another  fquadron,  to  profecutc 
their  fuccefs  in  the  Eaft-Iadies.  Thefe  two  fqua-' 
dron9  wfcre  ordered  to  fail  at  the  fame  time,  and  to 
keep  company  with  each  other,  till  they  were  at  4 
fuflkrient  dirt  am:  e  from  the  coaftf  of  France,  to  be 
paft  all  danger  of  meeting  wrth^a  fuperior  fleet  to 
oppofe  their  paflage.  But  this  fcheme,  which  the 
French  flattered  themfelvcs,  could  not  fail  of  fuc- 

ceeding, 
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ceeding,  was  rendered  abortive  by  the  gallant  ad* 
mirals  Anfon  and  Warren,  who  with  a  large  fleet  of 
fbips  fell  in  with  the  French,  defeated  the  whole 
fleet,  and  took  the  greateft  part  of  the  men  of  war, 
as  we  havealready  related  at  large,  page  336  &  feq.  of 
this  volume.  Thus  the  conqueror  of  Cape  Bretoa 
became  its  protector,  and  confirmed  its  poffeflipn  tQ 
the  Englilh,  who  kept  it  till  the  peace  of  Aix  la 
Chapel k\  For  this  gallant  action,  admiral  Anfon 
was  created  a  peer  of  Great  Britain,  and  admiral 
Warren  inverted  with  the  order  of  the  Bath. 

This  was  the  laft  fervice  Sir  Peter  Warren  ren- 
dered to  his  country,  as  a  commander  in  the  Britilh 
fleet,  except  the  taking  of  fome  rich  St.  Domingo 
Ihips  foon  after  j  for  a  peace  being  concluded  in  the 
Succeeding  year,  the  fleet  was  laid  up  in  the  fcveral 
harbours.  He  was,  however,  flill  indefatigable  in 
doing  every  thing  in  his  power  that  might  tend  to  the 
advantage  of  his  country;  and  this  difpofition  he 
conftantly  difcovcred  as  a  member  of  the  Britilh 
parliament.  There  he  fupported  the  caufe  of  the 
naval  officers  with  great  fpirit  and  propriety,  when 
the  bill  for  fubjccTing  them  to  martial  law  was  de- 
pending :  and  every  fcheme  that  had  a  tendency  to 
national  benefit,  was  fure  to  meet  with  hi*  appro- 
bation and  protection.  Nor  ifere  hi*  countrymen 
ungrateful  for  the  many  fervices  he  had  done  them  ; 
the  inhabitants  of  Weltminfter  chafe  him  far  one  of 
their  representatives  in  parliament,  and  all  feemed 
ambitious  to  fhew  how  highly  they  efteemcd  him. 

The  city  of  London  prefented  him  with  the  free- 
dom of  their  city  in  a  gold  box,  and  (elicited  him 
to  become  one  of  their  aldermen.  But  that  honour 
he  very  handfomely  declined.  At  the  fame  time  he 
fent  two  hundred  pounds,  half  of  which  he  defiret} 
might  be  applied  for  defraying  theexpence  of  a  dinner, 
and  the  other  half  diftributed  to  the  poor  of  the  ward* 
The  profeffion  of  a  feaman  might  have  been  thought 
2  aot 
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not  fo  well  fuited  to  the  character  of  a  magiftrate  of 
the  city  of  London,  but  the  popular  cry  was  too 
violent  to  be  regulated  by  considerations  of  pro- 
priety ;  the  admiral  indeed  had  declined  the  honour, 
but  fome  zealots  were  determined  to  confer  it  on 
hiiu#  even  againft  his  will ;  he  was  therefore  nonni- 
nated  for  Billingfgate  ward,  in  oppoluion  to  William 
Alexander,  EGq>  and  a  poll  being  demanded,  Sir 
Peter  was  declared  duly  eltdted.  Nothing  was 
more  foreign  to  the.  new  alderman's  intentions  than 
to  conform  to  the  routine  of  bufinefs,  which  xhat 
dignity  prefcribed  j  but  as  his  officious  friends  would 
take  no  denial,  and  the  goldfmith's  company  had 
admitted  him  to  their  livery,  whereby  he  became 
el^gibje  to  the  office,  he  had  no  other  rneans  left  of  dis- 
encumbering himfelf  of  this  unwieldy  honour,  than 
by  the  payment  of  five  hundred  pounds  into  the 
chamber  of  London. 

At  a  general  aflembly  at  the  Tholfel  at  Dublin, 
Sir  Peter  Warren  was  complimented  with  the  free- 
dom of  that  city  in  a  gold  box,  without  aoy  of  thofe 
expenfive  appendages  to  that  honour  which  followed 
the  diftindions  (hewn  him  by  the  city  of  ]Londpn. 

In  the  micift  of  this  popularity  he  paid  a  vifit  to 
Ireland,  his  native  country,  where  he  died  of  an 
inflammatory  fever,  on  the  29th  of  July,  1752,  in 
the  forty-fecond  year  of  his  agej  fincerely  lamented 
by  all  ranks  of  people.  An  elegant  monument  is 
creeled  to  his  meoiojry  in  Weltminfter  Abbey,  on 
which  jls  jn/cribed  the  following  character  of  this 
public  fpiritcd  man : 

Sacred  to  the  memory 
Of  Sir  Peter  Warrew, 
Knight  of  the  Bath, 
Vice-admiral  of  the  red  fquadron 
Of  the  Briti/h  fleet, 
And  member  of  parliament 
For  the  city  and  liberty  of  Wcftminfter. 
Vol.  IV.  Mmrn  IJe 
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He  derived  his  defcent  from  an  ancient  family  of 

Ireland ; 

His  fame  and  honours  from  his  virtues  and  abilities: 

How  eminently  thefe  were  difplayed, 
With  what  vigilance  and  fpirit  they  were  exerted, 
In  the  various  fervices  in  which  he  had  the  honour 

to  command, 
And  the  happinefs  to  conquer, 
Will  be  more  properly  recorded  in  the  Annals  of 

Great  Britain. 
On  this  tablet,  affe&ion  with  truth  muft  fay, 
That  defervedly  efteemed  in  private  life, 
And  univerfally  renowned  for  his  public  conduct, 

The  judicious  and  gallant  officer 
Poffeffed  all  the  amiable  qualities  of  the  friend, 
The  gentleman,  and  the  Chriftian. 
But  the  Almighty, 
Whom  alone  he  feared, 
And  whbfe  gracious  proteftion  he  had  often  expe* 

rienccd, 

Was  pleafed  to  remove  him  from  a  life  of  honour 

To  an  eternity  of  happinefs, 
On  the  29th  day  of  July,  1752,  in  the  forty-fecond 

year  of  his  age. 

Sufannah,  his  affii&cd  wife,  caufed  this  monument 

to  be  ere&ed, 
By 

S.  F.  Roubiliac, 

MDCCLIU. 
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the  Lift  of  Admiral  Vunon, 

EDWARD  VERNON,  Efq;  was  defcended 
from  an  ancient  family  in  Staffordshire,  and  born  at 
Wcftminfrer  on  the  12th  of  November,  1684.  His 
father,  who  was  fecretary  of  ftate  to  king  William 
and  queen  Mary,  gave  him  a  very  good  education, 
and  had  no  intention  of  bringing  him  up  for  the 
fea-fervice ;  but  his  genius  being  entirely  turned  to 
that  employment,  his  father  at  laft  consented,  and 
young  Vernon  purfued  thofe  ftudics  which  had  re- 
lation to  navigation  and  gunnery  with  furprifing  ala- 
crity and  fuccefs. 

The  firft  expedition  Mr.  Vernon  made  to  fea; 
was  under  admiral  Hopfon,  when  the  French  fleet 
and  Spanifli  galleons  were  deftroyed  at  Vigo  5  art 
expedition  that  will  always  remain  an  inftancc  of  the 
amazing  intrepidity  and  courage  of  the  Englifli. 

In  the  year  1702,  Mr.  Vernon  ferved  as  fecond 
lieutenant  on  board  the  Refolution,  in  an  expedition  to 
the  Weftjndies,  under  the  command  of  commo- 
dore Walker,  when  he  gained  that  remarkable 
knowledge  of  the  Leeward  iflands,  for  which  he 
was  afterwards  fd  diftinguilhed. 

In  the  year  1704,  Mr.  Vernon  ferved  on  board  the 
fleet  commanded  by  Sir  George  Rooke,  in  con- 
voying the  king  of  Spain  to  Lifbon  \  when  he 
received  an  hundred  guineas  and  a  ring  from  his 
majefty's  own  hand.  He  was  alfo  at  the  famous 
battle  off  Malaga,  both  which  were  performed  the 
fame  year  j  and  alfo  in  mod  of  the  great  tranfaftions 
of  that  time. 

Having  thus  ferved  as  an  inferior  officer  feveral 
years,  he  was  appointed  commander  of  the  Dol- 
phin, January  the  22d,  1705;  and  in  the  year  1707, 
corrjmanded  the  Royal  Oak,  one  of  the  Ihips  fene 
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to  convoy  the  Lifbon  fleet,  which  falling  in  with  the 
French,  three  of  the  men  of  war  were  taken,  and 
a  fourth,  viz.  the  Devonshire,  was  blown  up.  The 
Royal  Oak  was  boarded  by  the  Achille,  but  had 
the  good  fortune  to  efcape. 

r4n  the  year  1708,  Mr. Vernon  commanded  the  Jer- 
fey,  and  was  fent  to  the  Weft-Indies,  with  a  com- 
miffi'm  of  rear-admiral  to  Sir  Charles  Wager,  who 
had  lately  deftroyed  the  galleons  in  thofe  feas.  Here 
he  was  remarkably  vigilanr,  taking  many  valuable 
prizes,  and  greatly  interrupting  the  trade  of  the 
enemy. 

In  the  year  17 15,  Mr.  Vernon  commanded  the 
Afliftance,  a  (hip  of  fifty  guns,  under  Sir  John 
Morris,  in  an  expedition  to  the  Baltic,  by  which 
means  he  had  an  opportunity  of  being  acquainted 
with  the  north-eaft  part  of  Europe,  as  he  had  before 
with  the  coaft  of  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Weft- 
Indies. 

He  alfo  commanded  the  Grafton,  of  feventy  guns, 
in  the  fame  feas,  under  Sir  Charles  Wager,  in  1726, 
during  which  expedition  he  compleated  his  know- 
ledge of  thefc  parts  }  for  he  never  neglected  any  op- 
portunity of  making  all  the  neceffary  obfervations 
where-ever  he  came. 

.  At  the  acceffion  of  king  George  II.  in  the  year 
1727,  a  new  parliament  was  called,  and  captain 
Vernon  was  chofen  member  for  Penryn  in  Cornwall. 
And  foon  afcer  he  was  fent  to  Gibraltar,  commander 
of  the  Grafton,  to  join  Sir  Charles  Wager,  where  he 
continued  till  the  reconciliation  with  Spain  was 
effected. 

As  a  member  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  Mr. 
Vernon  oppofed  the  meafures  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
with  great  warmth,  but  when  it  was  found  impof- 
fible  any  longer  to  keep  on  terms  with  Spain,  the 
miniftry  made  choice  of  him,  being  now  created 
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vice-admiral  of  the  blue,  to  command  a  fleet  in  the 
Weft-Indies.  This  memorable  expedition  has  been 
already  related,  page  56,  96,  &  feq.  the  miniftry 
have  been  charged  with  never  heartily  wifhing  ic 
fuccefs;  the  following  letter  written  by  Mr.  Pulteney, 
afterwards  earl  of  Bath,  to  his  friend  the  admiral* 
lhews  how  backward  they  were  to  fee  ic  on  foot. 

SIR, 

H  HAVING  an  opportunity  of  writing  to  you  by  a 
fife  conveyance,  give  me  leave,  in  the  firft  place,, 
to  return  you  my  thanks  for  your  letter ;  and,  in 
the  next,  for  your  own  honour  and  our  country's 
ftrvice  let  me  add,  my  wilhes  that  you  have  per- 
formed fomc  exploit  worthy  your  charafter,  and  our 
expectations.  1  am  fure  it  will  plcafe  you  to  hear 
that  all  your  friends  in  parliament  have  taken  the 
part  of  joining,  with  the  utmoft  zeal,  in  the  fup- 
port  of  the  war;  nay,  we  have  taken  the  lead;  and 
{breed  (fome  at  lead  in)  the  adminiftration  to  do 
what  they  were  very  unwilling  to  do,  though  the 
whole  nation  feemcd  to  require  it,  and  though  ic 
was  the  only  ftep  they  could  take  to  extricate  them- 
felves  from  the  ignominy  of  their  former  long  for- 
bearance and  timidity.  God  profper  our  arms  with 
fuccefs,  and  make  you  the  inftrument  of  retrieving 
the  honour  of  your  country.  I  am  confident  you 
will  do  me  the  juftice  to  believe  that  no  one  can 
pofllbly  wifli  you  better,  or  is  more  fincerely 
than  I  am, 

London,  Nov.       Your  faithful  friend,  and 
a5*  *739»  m°ft  obedient  humble  ferv. 

William  Pultenev/. 

However, 
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However,  the  redu&ion  of  Porto  Bello  com- 
pelled the  miniftry  to  unite  their  voice  with  that  of 
the  whole  nation  in  extolling  the  exploit.  On  this 
occafion  Mr.  Pultcney  wrote  to  the  admiral  as 
follows : 

SIR, 

i€  THIS  will  be  delivered  to  you  by  captain  Lime- 
burner,  one  wliom  Sir  Charles  Wager  preferred, 
at  my  recommendation :  you  will  find  him,  I  dare 
fty,  a  very  fenfible  honeft  man,  and  if  he  be  fuch, 
I  am  confident,  he  will  meet  with  your  further  en- 
couragement and  prote&ion.  Since  1  now  write  to 
you  by  him  with  fafety,  I  will  venture  to  do  it  with 
fome  freedom,  and  give  you  fuch  lights  into  our 
way  of  afting  and  thinking  here,  as  may  perhaps 
be  of  fome  ufc  to  you.  I  take  it  for  granted,  that 
you  have  been  thoroughly  informed,  by  Mr.  Wood, 
of  every  thing  that  pafled  in  parliament  here,  when 
we  firft  received  the  news  of  the  taking  of  Porto  Bello. 
When  our  minifters  found  that  they  could  neither 
diminifh  the  glory  of  your  enterprize,  nor  leflen 
the  importance  of  the  place,  both  of  which  they 
attempted,  they  thought  it  moft  prudent  to  join  in 
the  cry,  and  feem  as  forward  as  any  of  us,  in  the 
addreffes  of  congratulation,  afliiming,  at  the  fame 
time,  great  merit  to  themfelves,  fince  you  afted, 
they  faid,  by  their  orders :  your  friends  took  the 
affair  up  with  as  high  a  hand  as  poflible,  and  had  the 
whole  nation  to  back  them  in  it.  The  miniftry 
being  thus  forced  to  chime  in  with  us,  though  their 
affe&ation  was  vifible  to  every  one,  it  furnidied  us 
with  the  means  of  driving  them  further  than  ever 
they  intended  to  go.  Whtn  I  fay  the  miniftry,  you 
muft  underftand  me  to  mean  only  the  primum 
mobile — there    for  I  am  fully  perfuaded  there  are 
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fome  among  them,  willing  to  aft  with  vigour,  and 
to  do  the  n;*tion  ju  rice.  We  (hewed  them  how 
much  time  and  how  many  opportunities  had  been 
loft,  ,  an. i  what  ignominy  this  nation  had  fuffered  by 
our  former  timidity ;  we  urged,  that  it  was  no*f 
manifeft,  by  what  you  had  done,  as  well  as  by  what 
you  had  formerly  laid,  that  this  very  thing  might 
have  been  accompliftied  long  ago,  with  a  much  lefs 
force  than  Hofur  had  We  reproached  them  for 
fending  no  land-forces  with  you,  to  enable  you  to 
pu(h  your  conqucfts  farther,  and  particularly,  for 
their  backward  nets  in  not  fupporting  you  from  time 
to  time  with  more  fhips,  and  a  conftant  fupply  of 
frefh  (lores,  provifions,  &c.  At  the  fame  time  we 
aflured  them,  that  if  they  would  even  now  be  in 
earneft  in  vindicating'the  honour  of  the  nation,  and 
carrying  on  the  war  with  vigour,  they  fhould  find  us 
ready  to  fupport  them  in  whatever  could  in  reafoa 
be  aflced,  and  that  all  animofities  fhould  fublide* 
till  we  had  retrieved  our  loft  reputation:  to  avoid 
thefc  clamours,  and  urged  by  thefe  aflurances,  they 
pretended  to  be  as  much  in  earned  as  ourfelves,  and 
this  begat  my  lord  Cathcart's  expedition.  (Perhaps 
in  time  1  may  explain  fomething  further  to  you  on 
this  head.)  We  made  all  our  promifes  good  ;  and 
having  given  them  every  thing  they  afked  of  parlia- 
ment, no  one  expencc  was  refufed  them,  though 
jnany  needlefs  ones  were  demanded,  particularly  the 
increafe  of  our  horfe  and  dragoons  at  home,  under 
the  ridiculous  pretence  of  fearing  a  foreign  inva- 
fion.  They  defired  a  body  of  marines,  which  was 
chearfully  agreed  to ;  but  when  they  came  to  deli- 
ver the  ellimate,  it  was  manifeftiy  meant  only  as  an 
augmentation  of  our  land-forces,  and  an  increafe  of 
our  home  eftablifhment  of  guards  and  garrifons, 
which  already  gave  too  much  jealoufy.  This  was 
flicwni  the  miniftry  was  expofed,  but  the  fcrvice 

was 


Digitized  by  Google 


45*      NAVAL  HISTORY       [Book  VI# 

was  neverthelefs  voted.    After  this  they  came  again 
to  parliament,  and  defired  low  really  a  body  of  ma- 
rines, which  they  intended  fliould  fervc  on  board 
the  fleet  j  we  laughed  at  them  for  thus  expofing  their 
former  conduct ;  and  when  we  had  declared,  that 
all  the  foot  regiments  in  England  fliould  be  looked 
upon  as  marines,  and  liable  to  ferve  on  board  the 
navy,  and  fliewn  what  they  meant  by  this  job,  which 
was  to  get  a  place  or  two  more  for  forne  members 
of  parliament,  we  agreed  to  this  likewife,  and  voted 
the  eftabHlhmem.    Four  millions  of  money  have 
been  given,  and,  I  dare  fay,  much  more  will  be 
expended  in  fimple  camps  at  home,  and  idle  pa- 
rading with  our  fleets  abroad.    A  vaft  fleet  is  to  be 
fent  with  Sir  John  Norris,  and  yet  no  body  feems 
to  have  any  expectations  from  it.    To  ravage  the 
coafts  of  Spain  (fuppofing  we  could  do  it)  feems 
to  be  with  a  defire  only  of  forcing  the  Spaniard^ 
into  a  peace,  before  we  have  fecured  fuch  advan- 
tages, as  we  may  reafonably  hope  for  in  another 
place.    Every  man  of  fenfe  agrees,  that  the  only 
place  to  pufti  them  in,  is  the  Weft-Indies,  and  there 
we  can  be  too  hard  for  them,  and  may  defy  the 
whole  world  betides.    All  pomp  and  oftentation  in 
the  European  feas  is  ufelefs.    Had  we,  inftead  of 
the  expence  we  have  been  at,  fcoured  the  feas  at 
home  with  feparate  men  of  war,  and  drove  away 
the  privateers,  who  have  preyed  on  our  trade,  and 
infefted  even  our  very  coafts,  keeping,  at  the  fame 
time,  a  fufficient  ftrength  again  ft  any  attack,  our 
merchants  had  been  much  better  fatisfied,  and  we 
had  given  lefs  umbrage  and  offence  to  France, 
whilft  we  might  have  done  our  bufinefs  in  another 
place  more  effeftually.    This  I  hope  we  fhall  ftill 
do ;  and  I  own  1  have  great  confidence  in  lord 
Cathcart,  becaufe  I  am  fure  he  comes  determined 
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to  co-operate  with  you,  and  to  be  guided  by  you  *,  m 
every  thing  that  ihall  be  judged  for  the  honour  and 
intcrcft  of  Great  Britain.    You  wilt  find  him  a  very 

0 

able  man,  with  great  fpirit,  honour  and  judgment; 
and  I  have  formerly  heard  lord  Marlborough  com- 
mend him  extremely  as  a  foldier.  Wbilft  you  two 
agree,  and  for  the  Jake  of  your  country  I  hope  you  al- 
ways will'fj  what  may  not  this  nation  expeft  ?  We 
one  and  all  cry  out  there  is  no  dependance  on  the 
faith  of  treaties  $  fomeching  muft  be  obtained  to 
keep  the  Spaniards  from  infulting  us  again ;  and  we 
muft  no  longer  rely  on  bare  promifes  only,  for  the 
fecurity  of  our  navigation  and  commerce:  Take 
and  bold,  is  the  cry ;  this  plainly  points  out  Cuba; 
and  if  the  people  of  England  were  to  give  you  in- 
ftruftions,  I  may  venture  to  fay,  ninety-nine  in  a 
hundred  would  be  for  the  attacking  of  that  ifland. 
We  are  told  it  is  left  to  a  council  of  war  to  deter- 
mine where  you  are  to  go;  (hould  it  be  to  Cartha- 
gena  firft,  even  that  aftion  (great  as  it  might  be) 
would  be  a  difappointment  of  our  hopes;  it  might 
be  a  very  fenfible  mifchief  to  Spain,  but  what  we 
now  immediately  want  is,  advantage  to  ourfelves. 
Cuba  is  an  ifland  that  may  be  of  fuch  importance, 
and  the  Havannah  is  a  port  of  fuch  infinite  confe- 
rence, that  the  conqueft  of  them  feems  to  be  pre* 
ferable  to  every  thing  elfe.  Thefe  we  may  take 
and  hold,  and  thefe  will  give  us  the  key  to  the 
Weft  Indies.  Thus  does  every  man  in  England 
reafon,  except  very  few,  who  may  be  careful  of 
giving  offence  to  France,  and  fancy  peace  may  be 
rendered  more  difficult  by  this  maxim  of  taking  and 

*  The  well  known  difpofition  of  the  admiral  may  be  inferred  from 
this  expreflion  of  his  friend*       In  another  letter  he  fays,  **  Lord  Cath- 
cart  it  a  bra  re  and  worthy  man,  and  I  dare  lay,  will  have  fenle  enough 
to  agree  with  you  in  every  thing,  and  live  in  a  perfect  harmony." 
f  Another  due  to  the  chara&er  of  admiral  Vernon  . 

Vol.  IV.  N  n  a  holding. 
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holding.    Perhaps  likewife  the  people  of  Jamaica 
may  not  be  very  forward  to  encourage  an  attempt 
againft  Cuba,  imagining  it  may  leflen  the  value  of 
their  lands  in  Jamaica ;  but  fuppofing  this  were  true, 
of  what  weight  is  fuch  a  confideration  when  put 
into  the  national  fcale  ?  Surely  Cuba  may  be  made 
of  infinitely   more  importance  to  the  Mothex 
Country $  it  is  a  pure,  a  large,  and  a  healthier  ifland, 
and,  in  all  refpects  whatfoever,  better  (ituated.  I 
make  no  queftion,  but  that,  with  a  right  conduct, 
it  might  foon  he  peopled ;  many  perfons>  with  pro- 
per encouragement,  and  a  right  diftribution  of  the 
lands,  might  be  brought  to  fettle  there  from  our 
continent,  and  from  other  parts  of  America.  The 
aft  we  patted  laft  feffion  for  naturalizing  all  foreign 
proteftants,.  who  lhall  refide,  for  feven  years,  in  any 
of  his  majefty's  colonies  in  the  Weft-Indies,  will  help 
to  people  it  from  Europe;  and  when  we  are  once 
poifefled  of  it,  the  whole  world  will  not  be  able  to 
difpoffefs  us  again ;  we  may  then  make  peace  with 
Spain,  without  the  intervention  of  France,  giving 
them  almoft  any  thing  in  Europe  they  may  defire, 
but  (hewing  them,  at  the  fame  time,  they  fhall,  in  a 
great  meafure,  depend  upon  us^  the  chief  maritime 
power,  for  the  very  poflcflion  of  their  Indies ;  and 
convincing  them  of  the  truth  of  their  own  old  pro- 
verb, "  peace  with  England,  and  war  with  the  whole 
world."    The  conquefts  you  have  already  made, 
have  been  great  and  glorious ;  but  what  has  raifed 
your  reputation  ftill  higher,  has  been  your  temper, 
conduft  and  great  humanity.    To  fpare  the  indivi- 
duals, when  you  had  forced  them  to  fubmit,  is  the 
true  fpirit  of  heroifm ;  deftroying  the  forts,  and 
laying  open  their  trade,  is  afting  at  the  fame  time, 
with  equal  judgment  and  good-nature;  but  when 
the  trade  on  the  continent  of  New  Spain  is  open* 
every  body  is  equally  at  liberty  to  partake  of  it, 
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and  I  doubt  France  and  Holland  would  run  away 
with  a  great  (hare  of  the  profit  of  it ;  but  had  we 
the  Havannah,  this  would  not  be  the  cafe  >  believe 
me,  every  body  here  reafons  in  this  way,  and  all 
our  hearts  are  bent  on  Cuba.  I  fay  this  to  you,  that 
you  may  be  apprifed  of  our  real  fentiments ;  I  mean 
the  fentiments  of  the  city  of  London,  and  the  whole 
people,  and  not  hear  what  they  fay  only  who  may 
fend  you  your  inftru&ions.  Carthagena  may  follow 
the  conqueft  of  Cuba ;  but  it  will  be  difficult,  if 
not  impoffible,  to  attack  the  Havannah  after  Car- 
thagena* In  fliort,  (according  to  our  manner  of 
reafoning  here)  nothing  can  be  done,  on  any  part 
of  the  continent  of  New  Spain,  half  fo  acceptable 
to  every  merchant  in  England,  as  taking  the  Ha- 
vannah. Having  faid  this,  which'  I  thought  myfelf 
in  friendlhip  obliged  to  do,  it  muft  be  left  to  your 
better  judgment  to  aft  as  you  think  proper  j  and  all 
I  will  fay  further  is,  that  your  reputation  is  now  fo 
fecu rely  fixed,  that  you  need  have  very  little  regard 
to  any  thing  but  your  own  judgment.  You  have 
reftored  the  honour  of  your  country  j  you  have  efta» 
blilhed  your  own ;  and  you  may  defpife  all  the  efforts 
of  your  enemies  (if  you  have  any)  to  hurt  you. 
Proceed  with  the  fame  fuccefs  as  you  began,  and  be 
afllired,  no  one  wilhcs  it  you  with  more  fincerity  and 
true  friendfhip  than? 

Dear  S I R, 

London,  Aug.  Your  mod  obedient, 

*7>  x74°*  humble  fervaor, 

William  Pulteney." 


The  duke  of  Newcaftle,  who  was  then  fecretary 
of  ftate,  expreffcd  himfelf  as  follows : 

N  n  n  2  SIR, 
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SIR, 

"  HIS  majefty  is  fo  fully  perfuaded  of  your  zeal 
for  his  fervice,  and  of  your  prudence  and  good  con- 
duel,  in  taking  fuch  mcafurcs  as  (hall  the  moft  ef- 
fectually conduce  thereto,  that  the  king  does  noc 
think  it  proper  to  prefcribc  any  particular  fervice  to 
be  undertaken  by  you,  but  leaves  it  entirely  to 
your  direction  to  aft  againft  the  Spaniards,  in  fuch 
manner,  and  in  fuch  places,  as  (hall  appear  to  you 
bed  to  anfwer  the  ends  propofed  by  his  majefty*s 
orders  to  you,  which  were  to  diftrefs  and  annoy  the 
Spaniards  in  the  moft  effectual  manner,  by  taking 
their  (hips,  and  poflefling  yourfelf  of  fuch  of  their 
places  and  fettlements  as  you  (hould  think  practica- 
ble to  attempt,  and  in  convoying  and  protecting 
Jiis  majefty's  fubjects,  in  carrying  on  an  open  and 
advantageous  trade  with  the  Spaniards  in  thofe  parts: 
all  which  his  majefty  doubts  not  but  you  will  do, 
in  the  beft  manner  vou  are  able. 

c<  1  muft  not  conclude  this  letter  without  defiring 
you  to  accept  my  hearty  congratulations  upon  the 
jgreat  and  fignal  fervice  which  you  have  done  to 
your  king  and  country  j  and  alluring  you,  that  none 
of  your  friends  can  have  a  truer  pleafure  in  the  ho- 
nour you  have  fo  defervedly  acquired  by  it,  or  can 
more  fincerely  wi(h  for  a  continuance  of  the  fucceft 
which  has  hitherto  attended  you,  than, 

SIR, 

Whitehall,  March       Your  moft  obedienf,- 
a6,  1740.  Humble  Servant, 

Holles  Newcastle.'* 

The  national  lofs  fuftained  by  the  death  of  lord 
Cathcart,  and  the  influence  which  that  event  had 
on  the  following  operations  in  the  Weft-Indies,  have 

been 
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been,  already  fliewa.  We  (hall  infert  the  following 
letter,  becaufe  it  difcovers  the  political  fentiments 
which  fo  refpeftable  a  chara&ers  as  Mr.  Pulteney 
adopted,  and  as  it  lays  open  Tome  of  the  fecrct 
caufes  which  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  impeded  owr 
fucceffes  in  the  Weft-Indies.* 

SIR, 

f<  I T  has  been  printed  in  our  minifterial  news 
papers,  that  you  are  to  be  called  home,  at  your 
own  requeft  $  but  I  hope  the  report  is  without  foun- 
dation :  mcthinks  I  would  willingly  have  you  ftay 
fome  time  longer  where  you  are,  and  fuccecd  in 
fome  farther  enterprizc  before  your  return,  for  the 
good  of  your  country,  and  to  compleat  your  own 
glory.  My  heart,  I  own,  has  always  been  fet  upon 
the  conqueft  of  Cuba.  Take  and  hold  has  been  the 
ma*im  1  have  ever  maintained  \  and  had  we  once 
pofieflion  of  that  ifland,  we  might,  I  am  confident, 
hold  it,  in  fpite  and  defiance  of  all  the  powers  of 
Europe.  It  would  have  been  a  perpetual  cheque 
on  the  Spaniards,  in  as  much  as  the  Havannah  com* 
mands  the  gulph  of  Florida ;  there  was  a  time  be* 
fore  it  was  ftrengthened  and  reinforced,  that  I  fancy 
you  might  have  taken  it,  had  you  been  rightly  au- 
thorized, and  properly  fupported ;  but  I  tear  it  is 
now  too  late  to  flatter  ourfclves  with  any  fuch  hopes : 
but  could  we  take  St.  Jago,  and  make  a  fettlement 
in  that  part  of  the  ifland,  fo  as  to  hold  it,  it  might 
be  of  the  utvnoft  importance ;  and  this,  I  hope,  may 
be  yet  done,  when  the  fuccours  that  are  coming  to 
you  fhall  arrive.  Whether  fome  people  here  mean, 
or  defign  any  farther  conquefts,  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
I  own  fecma  very  doubtful :  God  /end  tbey  may  be 
under  no  unhappy  engagements  to  the  contrary  I  The 
three  thoufaad  menf  rom  Ireland  are  at  length  failed, 
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but  they  have  been  unaccountably  delayed;  and  I 
fear  their  number  is  too  finally  confidering  the  mor- 
tality in  that  climate,  to  attempt  any  great  matters, 
farther  than  the  taking  St.  Jago;  I  hope  they  may 
be  fufficient  to  fettle  and  protedt  that  part  of  the 
ifland,  if  they  take  St.  Jago,  *gainft  any  attempt 
the  Spaniards  can  make  to  difpoflefs  them.  The 
fureft  fign  that  our  miniftry  mean  to  do  nothing,  * 
feems  to  me,  the  leaving  the  command  of  the  army 
to  that  perfon  who  has  done  fo  ill,  and  between 
whom  and  you,  they  tell  us,  there  is  fuch  an  irre- 
concilable difference:  furely  they  ought  to  have 
recalled  him  long  ago.  I  take  it  for  granted,  that 
you  have  intelligence  from  hence  of  every  thing 
that  paflfes  here,  which  may  regard  or  affeft  your- 
felf ;  but  left  you  mould  not,  I  will  venture  in  ge- 
neral to  give  you  fome  few  hints,  which  may  be 
of  ufe  to  you  ;  and  which  a  fincere  friend  of 
yours,  as  I  profefs  myfelf,  ought  to  do.  Our 
great  men  are  endeavouring,  I  fear,  all  they 
can  to  abate  of  your  popularity  here,  and  are  at- 
tempting to  make  the  difputes,  between  you  and 
the  land  forces,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  a  party  quarrel 
between  land  and  fea-officers  here;  wherein  they 
think  they  have  an  evident  advantage,  as  the  land 
officers  are  much  more  numerous.  They  are  try- 
ing to  reprefent  you  as  a  warm,  impracticable  man ; 
and,  though  they  own  you  have  done  great  fervice 
in  what  has  pafled,  yet  they  fay  very  little  is  to  be 
expected  from  you,  for  the  time  to  come,  fince  no 
one  can  agree  with  you  :  but  in  fpitc  of  all  they 
can  fay  or  do,  you  ftill  are,  and  I  hope  will  con- 
tinue to  be  the  favourite,  I  may  fay,  the  idol  of 
the  people  in  general;  and  no  man  was  ever  more 
beloved  than  yourfelf.  I  am  very  confident  you 
may  get  the  better  of  all  thefe  vain  attempts  and 
defigns  of  your  enemies,  by  a  lteady  perfevcrance, 

that 
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that  nothing  can  move,  in  the  true  intereft  of  your 
country ;  let  no  accident,  or  even  defign,  ruffle  or 
alter  your  temper,  fo  as  to  give  thofe,  who  mean 
to  hurt  you,  any  advantage  over  you;  purfue  what 
you  have  at  heart,  the  glory  of  your  country,  with 
that  vigour  and  zeal  you  have  ever  done ;  but  do 
it  with  that  calm  fedatenefs  and  complaifance,  even 
to  your  falfe  friends,  as  (hall  make  it  impofliblc 
for  them  to  prejudice  you.  When  I  have  faid  this, 
from  the  fincerity  of  a  heart,  meaning  you  wel), 
I  cannot  but  pity  the  fituation  you  are  in,  to  re- 
ceive your  fupport,  from  thofe  only,  who  intend 
you  no  good ;  to  have  thofe,  who  fhould  co-operate 
with  you,  tardy  in  every  thing  you  can  propofe  for 
the  country's  fervice:  to  fee  you  furrounded  by 
multitudes  abroad,  and  many  likewife  at  home,  who 
have,  in  all  they  do,  no  other  view,  but  their  own 
fordid  intereft  5  and  purfuing,  of  private  gain,  whilft 
you  are  bravely  and  difintercftedly  purfuing,  fingly, 
the  intereft  and  honour  of  your  country  :  to  fee  you,  1 
fay,  in  this  predicament,  muft  make  one  truly  con- 
cerned for  you ;  but  yet  I  beg  you  to  fupport  all  thefe 
things,  and  even  more,  with  temper,  and  make  no 
improper  complaints  abroad,  but  referve  whatever 
you  have  to  fay,  'till  you  get  home,  and  can  fup- 
pore  them  with  your  own  evidence  and  authority, 
and  the  afiittance  of  thofe  honeft  friends,  who  will 
ftand  by  you.  Let  nothing  that  can  be  faid,  or 
done,  or  writ  to  you,  in  the  leaft  degree,  flacken 
your  zeal  for  the  public  fervice  j  but,  in  fpite  of  all 
reltraints,  impediments  or  differences  whatfoever, 
go  on  in  the  glorious  caufe  of  your  king  and  coun- 
try, with  all  the  fhew  of  friendftiip  and  unanimity 
that  is  poflible,  even  with  thofe  very  perfons,  you 
may  privately  have  reafon  to  differ  with,  and,  per- 
haps, have  the  meanoft  opinion  of  their  abilities: 
confider,  it  is  the  fame  good  mafter  who  authorifes 
jrou  to  aft  in  one  capacity  fo  glorioufly,  for  the  good 
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of  your  country,  that  has  given  a  commiffion  to 
another  perfon  to  aft  likewife  in  his  ftation ;  and, 
for  God's  fake,  let  not  your  mafter's  caufe  fuffcr, 
from  any  differences  between  you;  at  leaft  take 
care  to  keep  yourfelf  always  in  the  right,  by  the 
cooleft  and  moft  temperate  conduct. 

t€  I  muft  conclude  my  letter  with  wiftiing  you, 
with  a  fincere  heart,  and  cordial  affection,  all  pofli- 
ble  happinefs,  glory  and  fuccefs,  and  that  you  may 
return,  though  not  yet,  to  your  own  country  again, 
beloved  by  every  body,  as  truly  and  affectionately 
as  you  are,  by 

London,  Nov.         Your  moft  obedient, 
17,  X741.  Humble  Servant, 

WlLLLAM  PuLTENEY." 

After  the  conqueft  of  Porto  Bello,  South-Sea 
ftock  rofeconfiderably,  notwithftanding  the  immenfe 
expences  of  the  nation.  It  was  conlidered  as  an 
earned  of  the  conqueft  of  Spanifh  America.  The 
general  opinion  was  that  nothing  could  ftand  be- 
fore admiral  Vernon  and  when  he  went  to  befiege 
Carthagena,  they  were  in  fo  great  hafte  to  celebrate 
the  reduction  of  it,  that  while  he  was  raifing  the 
fiege  a  medal  was  ft  ruck  off  in  London,  on  one 
fide  of  which  was  Carthagena,  with  this  motto, 
€t  *He  has  taken  Carthagena."  On  the  reverfe  was 
admiral  Vernon  with  this  infeription :  "  To  the 
avenger  of  his  country."  There  are  many  inftanccs 
of  thefe  premature  medals,  which  might  deceive 
pofterity,  if  hiftOry,  which  is  more  faithful  and  exact, 
did  not  prevent  thofe  errors. 

At  the  general  election  for  members  of  parlia- 
ment for  the  city  of  London,  which  came  on  the 
5th  day  of  May,  1741,  admiral  Vernon  was  put  in 
nomination,  but  on  the  final  clofe  of  the  poll  on 
the  1  ath,   he  was  nineteen  hundred  and  fixty 

eight 
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eight  below  Sir  Robert  Godfchall,  who  had  the 
feweft  fuffrages  of  any  of  the  four  members  who 
were  returned;  and  of  the  feven  candidates  the 
admiral  ftood  confiderably  the  loweft.  At  the  fame 
time  lord  Sundon  and  Sir  Charles  Wager  having 
been  nominated  by  the  influence  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry  for  the  city  of  Weft  minder,  the  inferior 
burgeflfes  difdaining  to  be  dictated  to  concerning 
their  choice  of  reprefentatives,  put  admiral  Vernon 
in  nomination  along  with  Sir  Charles  Wager  to  the 
exclufion  of  lord  Sundon.  Thus  was  the  abfenc 
admiral  fet  up  at  one  and  the  fame  time  for  the 
city  of  London  upon  the  court  intereft:,  and  in  the 
city  of  Weftminfter  upon  the  country  intereft  t 
which  plainly  proves  that  party  diftindtions  fubfift 
more  in  idea  than  in  fa&,  and  that  they  are  conve- 
nient appellatives  which  ftatefmen  affume  or  lay 
afide  as  beft  enables  them  to  practice  upon  the 
weakneffes  and  the  prejudices  of  the  people  at 
large. 

It  is  the  duty  of  a  biographer  to  reprefent  hii 
chara&ers  in  their  true  and  proper  colours ;  not  to 
varnifti  over  their  defeds,  nor  reprefent  their  good 
qualities  larger  than  the  life.  On  this  principle  it 
muft  be  admitted  here,  that  the  condudt  of  admiral 
Vernon  in  the  expedition  againft  Carthagena  was 
extremely  exceptionable.  However  he  might  have 
been  difgufted  with  general  Wentworth,  he  ought 
to  have  ftifled  his  refentments  for  the  fake  of  pro- 
moting the  common  caufe  j  but  his  impetuous  tem- 
per hurried  him  into  fuch  violent  tallies  of  paflion, 
and  he  was  fo  forward  on  every  occafion  to  exprefs 
his  contempt  for  the  commander  of  the  land-forces, 
that  it  was  almoft  impoffible  for  an  armament  fo 
dircfted  to  perform  any  important  fervice.  As 
private  animofities  are  fo  apt  to  arife  between  com- 
manders, always  to  the  injury,  and  frequently  to 
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the  ruin  of  the  defigns  in  which  they  are  embarked, 
it  cannot  be  too  often,  or  too  ftrongly  enforced, 
how  much  it  is  the  duty  of  every  officer  to  whom 
his  country  has  entrufted  her  honour  and  her  well* 
being  to  maintain  fuch  an  deration  of  fentiment 
on  all  occafions,  as  (hall  make  him  determined  to 
fupprefs  all  perfonal  motives  of  refentment,  whilft 
the  public  fervice  requires  unanimity,  and  the  ex- 
ertion of  collective  ftrength.   A  cool  and  difpafli- 
onate  conduct  is  often  the  means  of  terminating  s 
difference  more  to  a  man's  honour,  than  a  fpirited 
refentment.    The  conduit  of  the  carl  of  Marl* 
borough  to  the  duke  of  Wurtenburg,  which  we 
have  before  related*,  greatly  raifed  the  intrinfic 
confequence  of  the  former,  and  was  the  means  of 
rendering  the  expedition  he  was  engaged  in  fuccefi- 
ful  j  whereas  a  contrary  conduct  would  in  all  pro- 
bability have  made  it  terminate  in  drfgrace :  and 
thefe  volumes  furnifli  many  inftances  of  naval  com- 
manders, who  have  been  joined  in  the  fame  fervice, 
who  have  nobly  facrificed  their  private  refentments 
to  the  public  good:  in  fuch  filiations  the  paffions 
and  the  pride  of  man  are  very  often  apt  to  excite 
mifunderftandings ;  and  where  an  unaccommodating 
fpirit  has  prevailed,  a  train  of  deftruftive  confe- 
rences have  ever  enfued.    But  to  return  from  this 
digreffion. 

Soon  after  admiral  Vernon  returned  from  his 
Weft  India  ftation,  many  complaints  were  fpread 
abroad  concerning  the  manner  in  which  the  fhips 
of  the  Royal  navy  were  built,  and  heavy  charges 
were  brought  againft  the  fuperintendants  of  that 
department.  If  the  admiral  was  not  the  firft  to 
ftart  thefe  objedtions,  he  was  at  lead  the  moft 
a&ivc  in  fupporting  them ;  and  herein  his  country 

•  v«u  u.  p.  w 
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is  much  indebted  to  him,  as  the  detection  of  male* 

f>ra£ttces  is  the  firft  ftep  towards  reforming  them, 
ndeed  Mr.  Vernon  was  ever  affiduous,  not  only 
in  difcharging  the  duties  of  his  own  ftation,  but 
in  keeping  a  watchful  eye  over  the  conduft  of 
others.  He  it  was  that  introduced  a  very  be* 
neficial  reform  in  our  fleets :  until  then  it  had 
been  cuftomary  to  deliver  out  to  the  common  failors 
their  allowance  of  water,  and  of  fpirits,  each  fe- 
parately,  by  which  a  praftife  was  introduced  among 
the  men  of  letting  their  allowance  of  ltrong  liquors 
remain  unclaimed,  till  a  fufficient  quantity  became 
due  to  make  them  heartily  drunk,  when  they  would 
give  a  loofe  to  their  fordid  appetites  in  a  riotous  ca- 
roufal.  The  fervice  was  found  to  be  greatly  injured 
by  this  pra&ice ;  the  liquor  which  was  intended  as 
the  means  of  keeping  the  men  in  health  and  fpirits 
was  found  deftruftive  of  both :  our  admiral  procured 
a  regulation  to  be  made,  that  the  water  and  the 
fpirit  fhould  be  mixed,  before  it  was  dealt  out  to 
the  crews,  and  in  this  Hate  it  bears  the  name  of 
grog.  Mr.  Vernon  ever  ftudied  the  true  intereft 
of  the  feamen,  and  though  he  was  a  fevere  dis- 
ciplinarian, yet  he  never  loll  the  affe&ion  of  his 
ipcn.  His  rugged  temper  indeed  neither  procured 
him  friends  among  thofe  in  power,  nor  the 
cordial  good  will  of  his  brother  officers,  but 
in  all  ftate-eo\ergencies,  his  fuperior  (kill  and 
abilities  occafioned  him  to  be  called  forth  into 
a&ual  fervice.  For  thefe  reafons  he  was  appoint- 
ed to  the  command  in  the  channel,  when  the  re- 
bellion broke  out  in  Scotland.  In  this  critical 
jun&ure  the  admiral  difpofed  his  (hips  fo  judici- 
"*  oufly,  that  he  effe&ually  blocked  up  the  French 
ports;  and  by  eftablifhing  a  chain  of  correfpon- 
dencc  delivered  the  country  people  along  the  coafts 
from  their  apprehenfions  of  an  myafion. 

O001  Whilft 
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Whilft  the  vice-admiral  lay  in  the  Downs,  a  dis- 
agreement arofe  between  him  and  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty,  from  the  former  appointing  a  gunner  to 
one  of  the  fhips  in  his  fquadron :  this  occafioned 
him  to  write  the  following  letter  to  the  duke  of 
Bedford  i  who  then  prefided  at  the  board. 

My  Lord  Duke, 

"YOUR  grace  having  from  a  noblenefs  of 
mind,  and  humanity  of  temper,  becoming  of  your 
high  birth,  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  an  injured  inno- 
cent perfon,  and  honoured  with  marks  of  your  ge- 
nerous friendftiip,  an  officer  you  thought  fo  de- 
serving of  it,  fo  as  to  become  his  advocate,  and 
procure  his  being  reftored  to  his  rank  in  the  royal 
navy,  and  emplpyed  in  it  accordingly,  at  this  cri- 
tical conjuncture;  as  a  teftimony  of  your  grace's 
confidence  that  he  had  judgment  to  execute  it,  and 
an  honeft  zeal  for  approving  himfelf  a  faithful,  zea- 
lous and  diligent  officer,  and  fervant  to  our  royal 
mafter.  And  1  hope  in  God,  as  well  as  I  fincerely 
believe  it  to  be  true,  that  this  officer,  in  the  perfon 
of  your  humble  fervant  the  writer,  has  had  that  juft 
regard  for  the  difcharge  of  the  duty  confided  to  him 
through  your  grace's  means,  that  he  may  with  con- 
fidence aflert,  that  he  has  adted  fo  circumfpectly,  di- 
ligently, and  affiduoufly  in  the  execution  of  that 
truft,  as  to  have  manifeited  to  the  world,  that  your 
grace  wa&  neither  deceived  in  your  judgment  of  his 
capacity  for  the  fervice  of  the  crown,  nor  his  incli- 
nation to  difcharge  his  duty  to  our  royal  matter^ 
with  a  fincere,  honeft  zeal,  for  approving  himfelf 
his  majeity's  faithful  fubjeft  and  fervant,  which  he 
has  had  the  double  incitement  to,  of  his  duty  to  the 
king,  and  the  jult  regard  he  ought  to  have,  for  jus- 
tifying your  grace  in  the  good  opinion  you  had  en- 
tertained 
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tertained  of  him.  As  I  am  confcious  I  have  done 
nothing  ever  juftly  to  forfeit  that  good  opinion,  that 
engaged  your  grace  to  honour  me  with  your  patron- 
age and  friendfhip,  I  entertain  too  good  an  opinion 
of  your  grace  to  think  I  have  not  the  continuance 
of  it,  notwithftanding  the  late  incident  of  my  being 
hunted  out  of  my  command,  by  the  operative  ma- 
lice of  fome  malicious  and  induftrious  agent,  that 
is  too  well  fkreened  over,  for  my  being  able  parti- 
cularly to  difcover  him,  and  point  out  who  it  is ;  fo 
that  muft  remain  to  me  a  fecret,  till  fome  happy- 
providence  in  the  courfe  of  time  may  more  clearly 
difcover  it;  not  being  neverthelefs  in  my  own  mind 
doubtful ;  but  I  can  trace  the  original  caufe  of  it, 
and  guefs  pretty  nearly  at  who  may  be  the  concealed 
director  of  it.  As  the  pen  of  the  fecretary  of  the 
admiralty  conveyed  thefe  bitter  fhafts  that  were 
levelled  at  me,* I  thought  it  right  to  fuggeft,  that 
his  pen  might  be  tinged  with  a  gall  flowing  from 
his  own  mind,  beyond  the  direction  he  might  re- 
ceive for  it ;  from  which  I  thought  it  my  duty  to 
acquit  him  on  a  gencleman-like  apology  in  regard 
to  his  office,  which  I  was  no  ftranger  to  its  being 
his  duty  to  obey,  and  on  an  affurance  of  a  good 
will  he  had  always  profeffed ;  and  I  well  knew  1  had 
never  given  him  occafion  to  alter  the  fenciments  of  a 
profeffed  friendfhip  forme. 

"  And  one  of  the  occafions  taken  to  juftify  this 
conduct  towards  me,  having  been  that  1  had,  within 
the  channel  of  England,  on  a  fhip's  fervice  being 
immediately  wanted  for  proceeding  tofea,  and  being 
without  a  gunner,  (certaiqly  a  neceffary  officer  for 
her  defence,  and  which  I  could  not  think  myfelf 
juftified  in  permitting  to  go  to  fea  without)  prefumed, 
as  it  is  called,  to  warrant  a  gunner  to  her,  for  pro- 
ceeding to  fea  in  her,  as  I  judged  it  to  be  abfolutely 
neceffary  for  his  majefty's  fervice,  and  the  defence  of 
thclhip. 

"  And 
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"  And  having  now  ftated  the  faft,  I  fhall  prefuma 
to  give  your  grace  my  fentiments  in  that  particular, 
viz.  that  it  is  my  opinion,  that  when  the  admiralty 
is  ordered  by  the  crown  to  fit  out  a  fleet  for  the  fer- 
vice of  the  government  in  the  channel  of  England, 
or  on  foreign  fervice,  and  the  admiralty  had  com* 
miflioned  them  out  of  the  fea-oflicers  on  ffiore,  and 
appointed  the  admiral  to  command  in  chief,  in  pur* 
fuance  of  his  rnajtity's  pleafure,  and  the  fleet  were 
affembled  together,  that  to  fupport  the  neceffary 
command  of  the  officer  the  king  had  appointed  j  it 
was  the  government's  intereft  that  the  commander 
in  chief  fhould  name  all  officers  that  fell  vacant,  and 
has  not  been  denied  while  the  depending  fervice  was 
cflential ;  but  pretences  from  the  admiralty,  that 
the  (hips  were  not  aflembled,  or  not  under  orders ; 
and  as  checks  are  in  their  power,  they  have  contra- 
dicted it,  though  always  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
crown's  fervice.  For  when  the  people  of  the  fleet 
fee  their  commander  in  chief  can  neither  fupporc 
their  pretenfions  of  merit,  nor  his  own  authority 
over  them,  tVy  mult  naturally  look  after  thofe  who 
are  no  judges  of  their  fervice,  and  renders  the  com- 
mander contemptible  to  the  fleet.  This  power  is 
known  to  have  been  abfolute  in  the  commaadcrs  in 
chief  in  the  channel,  and  in  one  who  has  added 
honours  to  your  grace's  family*;  and,  when  thac 
power  has  been  wanting,  has,  I  believe,  been  always 
found  prejudicial  to  the  fervice  of  the  crown,  and 
profperity  of  the  kingdom. 

And  having  given  your  grace  the  trouble  of  read- 
ing my  fentiments  in  this  particular,  1  will  now  pro- 
ceed to  declare,  that  it  is  my  opinion  that  this  is  the 
fentiment  of  Sir  John  Norris  likewife,  and  that  your 
grace  has  moll  grofly  been  impofed  upon  in  the 
affertion  of  Sir  John  Norris  being  of  a  contrary 

■ 

•  Ruflcl,  earl  of  Orford. 

opinion  ; 
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opinion*,  and  I  thank  G3d  that  Sir  John  Norris  is 
now  living,  who  can  fatisfy  your  grace,  his  ma- 
jcfty,  or  the  public,  what  arc  his  fentimenrs,  when-  • 
ever  it  be  thought  proper  to  take  his  opinion  upon 
it.  Your  grace  may  think  I  talk  with  much  confi- 
dence of  Sir  John  Norris's  opinion  at  this  di'^ance, 
but  when  I  inform  your  grace  that  I  have  ferved  im- 
mediately under  his  command  as  a  lieutenanr,  when 
he  ferved  as  firft  captain  under  that  brave,  honeft, 
and  experienced  admiral, Sir  Cloudefley  Shovel ;  that 
was  an  honour  to  his  country  and  the  fcrvice,  and 
whom,  I  believe,  no  man  knew  that  did  not  love 
and  efteem  him  j  and  I  have  on  feveral  occafions 
ferved  as  captain  under  Sir  John  Norris,  whom  I 
know  to  be  a  confummately  experienced  and  gallant 
fea-officer,  and  have  lived  in  an  uninterrupted 
friendfhip  with  him ;  your  grace  will  not  be  fur- 
prized  that  I  venture  to  aflert  what  is  his  opinion, 
as  well  as  my  own;  and  were  you  to  confult  admiral 
Matthews,  or  Sir  Chaloner  Ogle,  though  I  done 
pretend  to  give  you  now  my  opinion  in  regard  to 
them,  yet  1  do  verily  believe  this  to  be  their  opinion 
likewife  %  but  of  this  it  is  eafily  in  your  grace's  power 
to  fatisfy  yourfelf. 

"  I  mall  now  only  add,  that  I  am  at  prefent  de- 
tained here,  for  having  my  baggage  embarked  for 
proceeding  to  Harwich  in  one  of  the  armed  vcffels^ 
vice-admiral  Martin  has  been  fo  obliging  to  aflign 
me,  to  carry  to  my  houfe  on  the  Ipfwich  river, 

€<  I  propofe  at  prefent  being  in  London  by  Tuef- 
day  or  Wednefday  night  j  whenever  it  is  I  lhall 
be  at  your  grace's  door  the  next  morning  after  my 
arrival,  in  order  to  pay  my  duty  to  your  grace,  and 
afterwards,  before  I  fet  out  for  Suffolk,  (if  it  has 
your  grace's  approbation)  to  be  prefented  by  you 
to  pay  my  duty  to  his  majefty.  And  the  favour  I 
«ihall  now  dcGre  of  your  grace  is,  that  your 

2  porter 
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porter  may  have  orders  from  you  to  let  me  in, 
.if  fuch  a  vifu  be  agreeable  to  your  grace,  and 
if  not  that  I  may  be  told  fo,  not  to  give  an  un- 
neceflary  trouble  to  you  or  myfelf. 

<c  Jl  have  begun  with  exprefling  a  grateful  fenfe 
of  the  teftimony  of  the  friendihip  you  have  honoured 
me  with,  which  on  ail  events  I  (hall  ever  retain, 
as  I  may  lay  it  is  a  fort  of  hereditary  inclination  in 
our  family  to  have  entertained  an  honour  for  your 
grace,  from  the  memory  of  that  glorious  martyr 
for  the  liberties  of  his  country,  my  lord  William 
RufTel,  the  memory  of  which  has  in  fome  man- 
ner been  tranfmitted  to  pofterity  with  my  father's 
hand,  whom  I  think  was  the  draughti'man  of 
the  ducal  patent  in  your  grace's  family;  and  I 
have  heard  it  much  commended  for  the  elegancy 
of  the  ftile,  and  the  juft  honours  done  to  a 
nobleman  of  fo  many  amiable  qualities,  unfullied 
by  any  vices  that  ever  I  heard  or. 

"  That  your  grace  may  live  and  die  as  great 
an  honour  to  your  family,  (hall  ever  be  the  fin- 
cere  wifhes, 

My  Lord  Duke, 

Of  your  Grace's,  &c." 

At  the  fame  time,  and  on  the  fame  occafion, 
he  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Corbet,  fecrctary  to  the 
admiralty,  in  which  his  truly  independent  fpirit 
breaths  out  in  the  following  palTage : 

"  I  ihall  always  lerve  my  royal  mafter  with  a 
fincere  zeal  for  his  fcrvice,  and  with  the  utmoft 
diligence,  refolution  and  capacity  that  1  am  ca- 
pable of,  and  while  my  fervices  are  approved  of, 
always  continue  them  with  pleafure  5  but  if  I  am 
judged  not  to  have  a  capacity  for  ir,  as  by  the  ftile 
of  your  letter  ieems  to  be  infinuated,  if  you  have, 
thought  of  any  one  you  judge  more  proper  for  it* 
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all  that  I  defirc  is,  that  his  majefty  may  be  mod 
effe&ually  ferved,  and  I  (hall  with  pleafure  refign 
any  command  1  have  to  him." 

The  vice-admiral  difgufted  at  the  further  conduct 
of  the  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  his  cafe  bein^ 
laid  before  the  public  in  two  anonimous  pamphlets, 
one  of  which  was  entitled,  S€  A  Specimen  of  Naked 
Truth,  &c."  the  other,  "  Some  Seafonable  Advice, 
&c."  Mr.  Corbet  was  directed  to  write  to  Mr.  Ver- 
non, to  know  if  he  was  the  author  of  thole  publi- 
cations, to  which  the  admiral  returned  no  anlwer. 
Another  letter  was  therefore  written  by  the  fecretarv 
foon  after,  to  which  the  following  anfwer  was  fenu 

SIR, 

"UPON  my  return  to  my  houfe,  on  Monday 
your  meflenger  brought  me  a  letter  of  yours,  of  the 
4th  inftant,  which,  on  perufal,  I  cannot  conceive, 
even  your  long  experience  can  ever  have  furnilhed 
any  precedent  for  a  letter  of  fo  extraordinary  a  na- 
ture. Whenever  their  lordlhips  think  my  attend- 
ance on  them  neceflary,  for  his  majefty's  fervice,  as 
I  know  it  is  my  duty  to  pay  a  ready  attendance  on 
their  orders  for  my  doing  fo,  I  fhall  not  fail  to  do 
it  whenever  they  appoint  it. 

"  I  thank  God  I  have  hitherto  difcharged  my  duty 
to  the  crown,  in  every  ftation  I  have  been  called  to 
ferve  in,  with  a  diligent  care  and  attention  to  his 
majefty's  fervice,  as  was  my  duty ;  and  as  I  have 
ever  looked  upon  it,  of  every  one  in  his  majefly's 
fervice,  in  their  refpe&ive  ftations,  and  hope  I. have 
carefully  kept  clear  of  intermixing  any  private  paf- 
fions  of  mine  with  the  public  fervice. 

I  am  S  I  R, 
April  8,  1740.  Yours,  &c. 

Edward  Vernon." 

Vol.  IV.  P  p  p  Upon 
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Upon  Admiral  Vernon's  coming  from  the  houfe 
of  commons  the  next  day,  a  meffenger  met  him  at 
the  door,  and  told  him  he  had  a  mcffage  to  him 
from  the  admiralty  board,  to  attend  them  at  their 
office,  at  feven  o'clock,  which  he  accordingly  did. 
.  Upon  his  coming  in,  when  fent  for,  after  having 
waited  without  a  confiderable  time,  the  firft  com- 
mifiioncr  told  him,  1  That  they  were  the  admiralty 
board,  that  in  them  was  vefted  the  full  power  of 
the  lord  high  admiral*  and  that  he,  as  the  firft  in 
the  commiffion,  was  the  head  of  that  board,  and  the 
mouth  of  it  i  and  that  what  he  fhould  (ay  to  him 
was  the  fenfe  of  the  whole  board,  and,  therefore, 
defired  he  would  give  diligent  attention  to  it ;  and 
that  they  would  have  him  give  a  direct  anfwer  to 
what  they  Ihould  require  of  him  ;  and  that  he  Ihould 
attentively  hear  what  he  had  to  fay,  and  not  inter- 
rupt him.    His  difcourfe  then  rolled  upon  two  pam- 
phlets he  had  upon  the  table  before  him,  which  he 
read  the  titles  of,  being,  "A  Specimen  of  Naked 
Truth,  &c."  "And  Some  Sealbnable Advice,  &c." 
and  exclaimed  much  againft  them ;  and  mentipned 
two  letters  their  fecretary  had  wrote  to  him,  by  their 
order,  to  know  from  him,  whether  he  was  the  author 
or  publilher  of  them,  and  exprefled  himfelf  fur- 
prized  and  difiatisfied  with  a  letter  of  admiral  Ver- 
non's he  had  before  him,  in  anfwer  to  the  fecretary, 
and  no  anfwer  to  the  queftion  they  had  dirc&ed  to 
be  alked  *  but  that  they  expe&ed  now  a  categorical 
anfwer,  and  that  he  fhould   fay,  Aye,  or  No, 
whether  he  was  the  author  or  publilher  of  thofc 
pamphlets.' 

When  he  was  called  upon  to  anfwer,  he  faid,  '  He 
was  very  well  apprized  that  in  them  was  vefted  the 
full  authority  of  the  lord  high  admiral ;  and  that, 
as  a  military  officer  under  them,  he  owed  all  obe- 
dience to  all  their  orders,  as  he  Ihould  always  think 

ic 
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it  his  duty  to  do  all  their  military  orders,  while  he 
continued  an  officer  in  the  public  fervice  ;  and  that 
he  thought  he  was  right,  in  hinting  in  his  letter  to 
the  fecretary,  that  he  believed  no  military  officer,  of 
his  rank,  had  ever  been  treated  m  the  manner  he 
had  been,  within  the  term  of  his  long  experience: 
that  for  all  queftions  that  fhould  be  afked,  relative 
to  his  duty,  or  experience,  as  an  officer,  he  fliould 
anfwer  to  the  beft  of  his  judgment ;  but  as  to  the 
queftion  now  afked,  as  he  looked  upon  it  to  be  of  a 
private  nature,  that  he  apprehended  they  had  no 
right  to  alk  him  that  queftion,  and  that  he  was  un- 
der no  obligations  of  anfwering  itj  but  had  the 
common  privilege  that  was  due  to  every  Britifh  fub- 
jeft;  and  that  if  his  continuing  an  officer  in  the 
fervice  was  an  eye-fore  to  any  one,  that  he  was  now 
grown  to  be  an  old  man,  and  had  reafon  to  be  tired 
with  being  treated  in  fo  contemptuous  a  manner.' 

Upon  which,  the  firft  commiflioner  laid,  *  If  he 
would  give  them  no  other  anfwer  to  the  queftion, 
he  might  withdraw,  and  they  knew  what  they  had 
to  do/  Which,  with  his  obeifance,  he  did  ac- 
cordingly. 

Soon  after  this  interview  he  received  the  following 
letter  from  the  fecretary  of  the  admiralty  ; 

SIR, 

"  I  AM  commanded,  by  my  lords  commiffioners 
of  the  admiralty,  to  inform  you,  that  the  fevcral 
matters  which  have  parted  between  their  lordfhips 
and  yourielf,  with  relation  to  two  pamphlets,  enti- 
tled, "  A  Specimen  of  Naked  Truth,  from  a  Britifh 
Sailor;'*  and,  "Some  Seafonable  Advice  from  an 
Honelt  Sailor,  to  whom  it  might  have  concerned,  for 
the  fervice  of  the  crown  and  country  j"  having  been 
laid,  by  his  grace  the  duke  of  Bedford,  before 
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the  king,  his  majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  direct:  their 
lordmips  to  ftnke  your  name  out  of  the  lift  of 
flag  officers. 

Admiralty-office,         '  ^^^'/xu      li  r 

a     i       m  mm  c  jl  our  molt  humble  ferv. 

April  1 1  ,  1740.  T  C  " 

- 

This  weather-beaten  feaman  then  retired  from  all 
public  bufinefs,  except  attending  his  duty  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  as  member  of  parliament  for 
Ipfwich  in  Suffolk,  which  he  had  {till  the  intereft  to 
retain.  And  in  every  debate*  relating  to  the  fea- 
fervice  fpoke  his  mind  with  that  candour  and  inte- 
grity which  became  an  honeft  man,  and  a  fincere 
friend  to  his  country.  In  his  fenatorial  capacity,  he 
was  a  bold  and  animated  fpcaker,  was  heard  with 
attention,  and  his  opinion  received  with  great  defe- 
rence by  the  houfe. 

He  enjoyed  a  very  good  Hate  of  health,  both  in 
Loudon,  and  at  his  country  feat  at  Nafton  ;  he  was 
indeed  lame,  but  his  conilitution  little  impaired  ; 
fo  that  the  ficknefs  which  pur  a  period  to  his  life  was 
fudden  and  unexpected.  He  was  perfectly  well  on 
Vnday  the  cSth  of  October,  1757  ;  but  about  two 
the  next  morning,  he  waked  out  of  Lis  fleep,  and 
complained  of  a  heavinefs  at  his  heart j  a  phyfician 
was  immediately  fent  for,  but  too  late,  the  pain  in- 
creafing  with  fuch  violence,  that  he  breathed  his  iafc 
in  the  arms  of  a  iervant,  about  three  minutes  before 
the  phyfician  arrived. 

Thus  died  one  of  the  mod  accomplifhed  fea- 
officers  of  the  Britirti  navy.  He  had  enjoyed  fre- 
quent opportunities  of  learning  the  bufinefs  of  a 
feaman,  and  of  being  well  acquainted  with  the 
principal  ports  of  F.urcpe  and  America.  Nor  did 
he  ever  omit  to  improve  any  opportunity  that  offered 
tc  render  himfelf  more  capable  of  fervinghis  country. 

His 
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His  courage  was  remarkable,  but  always  guided  by 
prudence  and  difcretion  ,  fo  that  in  the  heat  of 
action  he  maintained  a  furprizing  equanimity  and 
prefence  of  mind.  His  private  virtues  were  equal 
to  his  public  i  he  was  an  indulgent  hufband,  a  kind 
mailer,  and  a  liberal  benefactor  to  the  poor:  a  de- 
monftrative  proof  that  courage  is  noc  incompatible 
with  humanity,  nor  bravery  with  a  heart  that  com- 
miferatcs  the  afflictions  of  the  indigent. 

The  reader  by  this  time  has  perhaps  formed  fome 
judgment  concerning  what  were  the  excellencies  and  • 
defects  which  predominated  in  the  temperament  of 
this  eminent  feaman  j  the  following  conrrafted  cha- 
racters of  him,  which  were  written  at  the  time  when 
his  conduct  drew  the  general  attention  of  the  nation, 
and  when  the  people  were  greatly  divided  in  their 
opinions  concerning  him,  may  ferve  farther  to  illuf- 
trate  this  matter. 

'Mr.  Vernon  was  early  in  thefervice  of  his  country, 
through  the  intereft  of  his  father,  who  had  been  fe- 
cretary  of  ftate.    He  was  always  efteemed  a  brave 
and  gallant  officer,  but  too  auftere  in  his  manners  to 
win  love,  and  too  faftidious  in  his  temper  to  court 
favour.    In  the  houfe  of  commons  he  had  fometimes 
ipoken  with  an  eloquence  fuited  to  thofe  qualities. 
He  had  never  obtained  a  flag,  if  he  had  not  been 
thought  the  moft  proper  man  in  the  kingdom  for 
the  iervice  then  wanted.    His  behaviour  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Spanifh  war,  made  him  the  idol  of 
the  people :  but  haughtineis  and  feverity  to  thofe 
under  him,  want  of  condefcenfion  to  thofe  above 
him,  and  a  fort  of  pre-eminence  aflumed  over  his 
equals,  occafioned  him  to  give  fome  kind  of  difguft 
to  all  with  whom  he  had  any  concern.    He  would 
have  been  the  firft  admiral  of  the  age,  if  his  opinion 
of  his  own  merit  had  not  out-run  that  of  the  pub- 
lic, and  if  this  opinion  had  not  tinctured  all  his 
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thoughts  and  aftions  with  a  contempt  of  other  men, 
In  a  word,  fomething  of  the  feaman  might  have 
been  fpared,  in  order  to  finifti  the  gentleman ;  fome^ 
thing  of  the  mafter,  in  order  to  qualify  the  fervant ; 
fomething  of  the  felf-fufficient,  in  order  to  make  ail 
mankind  acknowledge  the  real  fufficiency.' 

A  Contraft  to  the  foregoing  Character. 

*  Mr.  Vernon  was  early  in  the  fervice  of  his 
country,  from  his  own  natural  inclination,  and  the 
concurrence  of  his  father,  who  had  been  fecretary 
of  ftate.  He  ever  approved  himfelf  a  brave  and 
gallant  officer,  but  was  of  manners  too  aufterc  to 
win  the  love  of  a  people  degenerated  into  a  Perfian 
effeminacy  i  and  too  tenacious  of  the  dignity  of 
human  nature,  as  well  as  the  corqnpon  right  of  all 
men  to  cenfure  or  commend,  to  be  mean  enough 
to  court  favour  wherever  he  found  power.  In  the 
boufe  of  commons  he  had  fpoken  with  an  eloquence 
fuited  to  a  certain  old  obfolete  honefty,  long  fince 
departed  from  his  country.  He  had  never  obtained 
a  flag,  if  he  had  not  been  the  only  man  in  the  king- 
dom capable  of  the  fervice  then  wanted.  His  be- 
haviour at  the  beginning  of  the  Spaniih  war,  juftly 
jmade  him  the  idol  of  the  people :  but  it  was  his 
misfortune  to  be  introduced  to  the  command  of  ^ 
fleet,  when  the  worft  morals^  the  moft  flagitious 
lives,  and  the  mod  confummatc  ignorance  were  not 
thought  any  dilqualification  of  officers  ferrying  under 
•him.  An  almoft  universal  liccntioufnck  hadfpread 
through  and  infelted  the  whole  fleet,  and  the  cure 
of  this  formidable  evil,  by  a  neceflary  feveriry  of 
difcipline  to  thofe  under  him,  a  laudable  aflertion 
of  his  country's  and  fellow-fubje&s  interefts  to  thofc 
above  him,  and  a  proper  and  juft  fufficiency  aflumed, 
from  his  own  fteady  integrity,  towards  his  equals, 
occafioned  him,  in  this  deluge  of  corruption,  to 
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give  fome  difguft  to  many  with  whom  he  was  con- 
cerned. He  would  have  been  the  firft  admiral  of 
the  age,  if  that  age  had  underftood  true  merit ;  or 
if  the  public  good  had  not  been  univerfally  facri- 
ficed  to  private  and  particular  interefts :  nor  would 
he  have  miffed  the  plaudit  of  al),  if  the  purchafe 
of  itfrom  a  few  had  not  been  too  dearto  be  attempted. 
In  a  word,  could  he  have  dropt  fomething  of  the 
honeft  man,  in  order  to  finifh  the  fine  gentleman ; 
fomething  of  the  patriot,  in  order  to  adopt  the 
courtier ;  fomething  of  the  fteady,  zealous,  inde- 
fatigable officer,  in  order  to  be  the.  fervile,  cringing, 
fubmiflive  inftrument,  he  might  have  rofe  the  phoe- 
nix of  a  corrupt  degenerate  age.' 

An  elegent  monument  is  erc&ed  to  his  memory 
in  Weftcninfter  Abbey  with  the  following  inlcrip- 
tion : 

Asa  memorial  of  his  own  gratitude  and  of  the 
virtues  of  his  benefa&or,  this  monument  was  erected 
by  his  nephew  Francis  lord  Orwell  in  the  year  1763, 

.  Sacred  to  the  memory 
of 

Edward  Vernon, 
Admiral  of  the  white  Iquadron 
Of  the  Britifh  fleet. 
He  was  the  fecond  fon  of  James  Vernon, 
Who  was  fecretary  of  ftate  to  king  William  III. 
And  whofe  abilities  and  integrity 
Were  equally  confpicuous. 
In  his  youth  he  ferved  under  the  admirals  Shovel 

and  Rooke ; 
By  their  example  he  learned  to  conquer  : 
By  his  own  merit  he  role  to  command. 
In  the  war  with  Spain  in  mdccxxxix 
He  took  the  fort  of  Porto  Bello 
With  fix  (hips > 

A  force 
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A  force  which  was  thought  unequal  to  the  attempt : 

For  this  he  received 
The  thanks  of  both  houfes  of  parliament. 
He  fubdued  Chagre  and  Carthagena; 
Conquered  as  far  as  naval  force  could  carry  vidtory. 
After  thefe  fervices  he  retired, 

Without  place  or  title, 
From  the  exercifes  of  public. 
To  the  enjoyment  of  private 
Virtue  2 

The  teftimony  of  a  good  conference  was  his  reward* 
The  love  and  efteem  of  all  good  men 

His  Glory. 

In  battle,  though  he  was  calm  he  was  a&ive ; 
And  though  intrepid  prudent; 
Succefsful  yet  not  oftentatious, 
Afcribing  the  glory  to  God  ; 
In  the  fenate  he  was  difinterefted,  vigilant  and  fteady. 
On  the  xixth  day  of  Oftober,  mdcclvii, 
He  died  as  he  had  lived, 
The  friend  of  man,  the  lover  of  his  country, 
The  father  of  the  poor  $ 
Aged  lxxiii. 

Michael  Ryfbrack, 

Invt.  et  Sculpt.  1763. 


End  of  the  Fourth  Volume 
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